
The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.

Love God • Love People • Make Disciples

Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of 
Jesus Christ

Our Purpose
why we exist

Our Mission
what we do

Our Core Values
how we do it

Church Address:  4040 Tully Road
  Modesto, CA 95356

Phone Number:  209.577.1604

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
  Friday - Sunday: Closed

Website:  www.bigvalleygrace.org

Stay Connected
w w w.bigval leygrace.org

Latest news and events
Audio messages and sermon notes

Information about our ministries

Contact Information

small groups
Discussion Questions

Opening
I typically use prayer as: 

A lifeline when times are tough. 
A way to ask God for things I need/want. 
An open invitation to talk with God. 
Other...

Time in the Word
Read Matthew 6:9-13. Jesus taught his 

disciples how to pray. What about the 
Lord’s prayer can you apply to your daily 
prayer times?

Read James 4:3. How does understanding/
admitting your motives impact your 
prayers?

Discussion
Who would you consider a prayer warrior? 

Why?

How specific are you when you pray? Do 
you tell God exactly what you want, or do 
you leave it open-ended? Why wouldn’t 
you be specific when asking God for 
something?

What do you mean when you say, “I’ll pray 
for you”? Have you ever said it and not 
meant it? 

Prayer Time
Spend time in prayer with your group. Look 

for specific ways to incorporate aspects of 
the Lord’s prayer into your group prayer 
time.

This week, spend time individually with 
God. Talk to Him about your struggles with 
prayer. Treat this as an opportunity to talk 
openly with your Creator.
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Jabez
1 Chronicles 4:9-10 (NIV)
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother had named him Jabez, saying, “I gave 
birth to him in pain.” Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that you would bless me and 
enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free 
from pain.” And God granted his request.  1 Chronicles 4:9-10 (NIV)

What made Jabez so special? He __________________.

The one concern of the Devil is to keep Christians from praying. He cares nothing  
for prayerless work or prayerless study or prayerless religion. He laughs at our toil,  
he mocks our wisdom, but he trembles when we pray.

1. Jabez asked God to _______________ his life.
Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that you would bless me…” Verse 10

The blessing of the LORD makes a person rich, and he adds no sorrow with it. 
 Proverbs 10:22 (NLT)

The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying 
life. John 10:10 (NLT)

2. Jabez asked God to give him greater ________________________ 
in his life.

 Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory!”  
 Verse 10

With God’s power working in us, God can do much, much more than anything we can ask or 
imagine. Ephesians 3:20 (NCV)

Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know. 
 Jeremiah 33:3 (NIV)

ONE PERSON _________________________________

You do not get what you want, because you do not ask God. Or when you ask, you do not receive 
because the reason you ask is wrong. You want things so you can use them for your own 
pleasures. James 4:2-3 (NCV)

3. Jabez asked God to _______________ his life.
Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let 

your hand be with me…”  Verses 10

One day Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me, ‘Take these people up to the 
Promised Land.’ But you haven’t told me whom you will send with me. You have told me, ‘I 
know you by name, and I look favorably on you.’ If it is true that you look favorably on me, let 
me know your ways so I may understand you more fully and continue to enjoy your favor. And 
remember that this nation is your very own people.”

The LORD replied, “I will personally go with you, Moses, and I will give you rest—everything will 
be fine for you.”

Then Moses said, “If you don’t personally go with us, don’t make us leave this place. How will 
anyone know that you look favorably on me—on me and on your people—if you don’t go with 
us? For your presence among us sets your people and me apart from all other people on the 
earth.” Exodus 33:12-16 (NLT)

Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have 
given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
 Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT)

4. Jabez asked God to _____________________ his life.
Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let 

your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain.” Verses 10

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. Matthew 6:13 (NIV)

And God granted his request.  Verse 10

Artwork on the screens provided by Deanna Medek. Deanna serves 
faithfully in the Big Valley Grace orchestra.



Memory Verses
Oh, that You would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let Your hand be with me, 

and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain.” And God granted him his 
request. 1 Chronicles 4:10 (NIV)

Daily Meditations August 25/26

Monday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Oh that You would bless me…

Read Exodus 33:18-23, Proverbs 10:22, Matthew 7:7 and James 4:2. From where do all 
blessings come? When do blessings come? How does a person receive a blessing?

What kind of faith does it require to make the request Jabez made? 

How is this kind of trust in God different from the popular prosperity gospel doctrine?

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
..and enlarge my territory… 

Where can you ask God to expand your territory? 

What is your motive for asking for this kind of miracle?

Are you asking for God-sized growth in your life? Why or why not?

Read Zechariah 4:6. How are you encouraged to ask more of God? 

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
..that Your hand would be with me…

Read Joshua 4:24, Isaiah 59:1 and 2 Corinthians 3:5-6. Why would believers need 
God’s hand on them when He enlarges their territory? 

Read Matthew11:28-30 and John 10:11-15, 27-29. What does Jesus promise to give 
His children (sheep)?

How does this encourage you?

In what circumstance do you need to be reminded of your security in Christ?

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
…and keep me from harm …

Read John 17. How is Jesus’ prayer for His disciples and future believers similar to 
Jabez’ prayer?

Read Matthew 6:13 and Hebrews 13:5b-6. What physical evil do you worry about?

Emotional evil? 

Spiritual evil? 

What promise do believers have that ensures our safety?

Friday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Review the sermon outline and read through all the verses. Through which verse did 

God speak to you? Spend time meditating on the verse. What do you sense God 
saying to you?

What area of your life are you asking God to bless?

Personal Reflection & Application
What circumstances might God be allowing for the purpose of expanding your faith? 

Will you pray BELIEVING God will do it? 

How different would your day be if you truly believed God wants to enlarge your 
territory? How different would your day be if you were confident that God’s 
powerful hand was directing you as you reached out to others? 

Reach
Reach out to the ONE PERSON God is directing you to and ask, “How can I help you?”


