
The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.
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Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of 
Jesus Christ
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small groups
Discussion Questions

Warm Up
Do you know someone who has 

tremendous influence without having 
a leadership title or rank? Why do you 
believe he/she is so influential anyway? 
How is his/her influence used?  

Time in the Word
Read Nehemiah 1: 5-11. As you read, try to 

take on the mindset of Nehemiah. 

What stands out to you about his initial 
prayer?

How often does he actually ask God for 
something? What does he ask for? 

Can you think of a time you prayed like this? 

Discussion
How often do you consider or challenge 

the source or your leaders’ motivation or 
counsel? 

What common cultural images of 
leadership conflict with the realities of a 
prayerful leader?

What specific behaviors would characterize 
a leader who is sensitive to the needs of 
others? 

What are some common barriers to leaders 
who seek God’s will and support? 

Final Thought
What role do you play in supporting those 

who lead in your life? Do you pray for 
them? Do you encourage them to pray? 
Spend time this week considering how 
to be a source of encouragement and 
support for those who lead or influence 
you. 
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The Prayer of a Leader
Nehemiah 1:5-10
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

Why did God choose Nehemiah?
3 qualities of a godly leader

1. Nehemiah was ____________________ to the needs around him.
When I heard this, I sat down and wept. In fact, for days I mourned, fasted, and prayed to the God 

of heaven. Verse 4

2. Nehemiah was ____________________.
In those days I was the king’s cup-bearer. Verse 11

3. Nehemiah was ____________________.
I looked for someone who might rebuild the wall of righteousness that guards the land. I 

searched for someone to stand in the gap in the wall so I wouldn’t have to destroy the land, but I 
found no one. Ezekiel 22:30 (NLT)

important questions concerning
the prayer life of a leader

1. When should a leader pray?
 Leaders always pray ____________________ they do anything else.

 (Leaders do more than pray, but they don’t do anything until they’ve prayed.)
When I heard this, I sat down and wept. In fact, for days I mourned, fasted, and prayed to the God 

of heaven. Verse 4

When the Philistines heard that David had been made king over Israel, all the Philistines went to 
look for him. But when David heard the news, he went down to the stronghold. The Philistines 
came and camped in the Valley of Rephaim. David asked the Lord, “Should I attack the 
Philistines? Will you hand them over to me?”

The Lord said to David, “Go! I will certainly hand them over to you.”

So David went to Baal Perazim and defeated the Philistines there.…Once again the Philistines 
came and camped at the Valley of Rephaim. When David prayed to the Lord, he answered, 
“Don’t attack the Philistines from the front. Instead, go around and attack them in front of the 
balsam trees. When you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, act quickly. 
I, the Lord, will have gone ahead of you to defeat the Philistine army.” So David did what the 
Lord commanded. He defeated the Philistines and chased them all the way from Gibeon to 
Gezer. 2 Samuel 5:17-25 (NCV)

2. Why should a leader pray?
 Leaders pray because they know God is the _____________ to everything.
I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for 

apart from Me you can do nothing.  John 15:5 (NAS)

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:3 (NIV)

3. How should a leader pray?
O Lord, God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps his covenant of unfailing love 

with those who love him and obey his commands, listen to my prayer! Look down and see me 
praying night and day for your people Israel. I confess that we have sinned against you. Yes, 
even my own family and I have sinned! We have sinned terribly by not obeying the commands, 
decrees, and regulations that you gave us through your servant Moses.

Please remember what you told your servant Moses: “If you are unfaithful to me, I will scatter 
you among the nations. But if you return to me and obey my commands and live by them, then 
even if you are exiled to the ends of the earth, I will bring you back to the place I have chosen for 
my name to be honored.”

The people you rescued by your great power and strong hand are your servants. O Lord, please 
hear my prayer! Listen to the prayers of those of us who delight in honoring you. Please grant 
me success today by making the king favorable to me. Put it into his heart to be kind to me. 
 Nehemiah 1: 5-11 (NLT)

 Step 1. Begin by ___________________________ who God is.
O LORD, God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps his covenant of unfailing love 

with those who love him and obey his commands…  Verse 5

 Step 2. Spend time ________________________ to God the sin in your life.
Look down and see me praying night and day for your people Israel. I confess that we have 

sinned against you. Yes, even my own family and I have sinned! We have sinned terribly by not 
obeying the commands, decrees, and regulations that you gave us through your servant Moses. 
 Verses 6-7

It’s your sins that have cut you off from God. Because of your sins, he has turned away and will 
not listen anymore. Isaiah 59:2 (NLT)

 Step 3. _____________________ that God will do what He promises to do.
 Please remember what you told your servant Moses: “If you are unfaithful to me, I will scatter 

you among the nations. But if you return to me and obey my commands and live by them, then 
even if you are exiled to the ends of the earth, I will bring you back to the place I have chosen for 
my name to be honored.” Verses 8-9

 Step 4. Be very specific in what you ____________ God for.
The people you rescued by your great power and strong hand are your servants. O Lord, please 

hear my prayer! Listen to the prayers of those of us who delight in honoring you. Please grant 
me success today by making the king favorable to me. Put it into his heart to be kind to me. 
 Verses 10-11



Journaling
Writing out the Nehemiah verses each day will give you opportunity to look more 

closely into God’s Word. You may want to use a journal or make a file on your 
computer. By the end of this series, you will have copied the entire book of 
Nehemiah.

Daily Meditations January 12/13

The important thing about prayer is not getting the answer but being  
the person God can trust with the answer.

Monday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 2:1-4.
Read Nehemiah 2:1-4 and 2 Chronicles 20:6. What did Nehemiah know about the 

true King and the king to whom he was cupbearer?

How can understanding the character of God help you to pray?

Nehemiah needed approval and authority from an earthly king. How was 
Nehemiah’s approach to King Artaxerxes different from the approach believers are 
to have with God? See Hebrews 4:14-16.

How does this encourage you to pray?

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 2:5-8.
Read Nehemiah 2:1-8. What are the differences between Nehemiah’s prayer in 

chapter 1:5-11 and his prayer in 2:4? 

For what do you think he prayed in 2:4?

In the four months between chapters 1 and 2, what might Nehemiah have been 
doing to answer the king so specifically in verses 6-8?

Why is prayer an important aspect before making an appeal?

Why is prayer important before beginning a project?

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 2:9-12.
Read Exodus 14:13-14, Psalm 46:1 and10 and Hebrews 6:12. What are the 

characteristics of the people who receive God’s promises?

What can be gained from the spiritual practice of waiting on the Lord?

What connections between prayer and action does Nehemiah’s example reveal?

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 2:13-16.
 Read Nehemiah 2:8-12. To what did Nehemiah attribute his requests being granted 

in verse 8?

 From where did he attribute the plans for the rebuilding of the walls? Why do you 
think Nehemiah didn’t reveal these plans to anyone?

Read Nehemiah 2:13-16. What did Nehemiah’s night inspection reveal about the 
condition of the walls?

Are there places in your life that resemble the brokenness of the walls around 
Jerusalem? 

How is God rebuilding or has rebuilt broken places in your life?

According to Philippians 2:12-13, who is doing a good work in your life?

Friday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 2:17-20.
What persuaded the people of Jerusalem to want to rebuild the walls? What 

followed immediately?

What encourages you about Nehemiah’s attitude? How can you adopt similar 
attitudes to your current circumstances?

How can you be part of God’s Kingdom building:
•	 in	your	family?

•	 in	your	neighborhood?

•	 in	your	workplace?

List the lessons you learned from Nehemiah upon his arrival in Jerusalem through 
the end of chapter 2.

Personal Reflection & Application
How does the criticism of others affect your enthusiasm to follow God’s plan?

Read John 16:33. How will you prepare for opposition to God’s good work of 
Kingdom building?

Reaching Out
From Nehemiah 2:18, tell someone about God’s gracious hand on your life.


