
The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.

Love God • Love People • Make Disciples

Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of 
Jesus Christ

Our Purpose
why we exist

Our Mission
what we do

Our Core Values
how we do it

Church Address:  4040 Tully Road
  Modesto, CA 95356

Phone Number:  209.577.1604

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
  Friday - Sunday: Closed

Website:  www.bigvalleygrace.org

Contact Information

small groups
Discussion Questions

Opening Round
When I face opposition in life, I…
• Try to figure out what went wrong. What 

did I not get right?
• Step back, try to understand the opposing 

view, and look for a way forward.
• Keep pushing forward, focused my goal.
• Go to war. Nothing gets in my way, ever.

Time in the Word
Read Matthew 5:11-12. 

How often do you feel blessed when you 
are mocked or ridiculed? Can you give an 
example?

Have you ever changed your behavior or 
decisions to avoid ridicule, then regretted 
it? Can you give an example?

Has anyone ever benefitted because you 
celebrated suffering on behalf of your 
faith? Have you ever been the beneficiary? 

Is there a word or phrase from this passage 
that stands out to you? 

Discussion 
To whom do you turn for support when you 

face opposition? Why that person?

How did you learn to deal with opposition? 
Who modeled the behavior for you? Was 
that a good way to learn?

What means of opposition make you 
most uncomfortable – ridicule, rumors, 
subversion, face to face opposition? Why?

Homework
Do you know someone who is under 

attack for following God’s plan? How 
can you support this person through the 
opposition he/she is facing?
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Good Leaders and Opposition
Nehemiah 4:1-23
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

 When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became angry and was greatly 
incensed. He ridiculed the Jews, and in the presence of his associates and the army of Samaria, 
he said, “What are those feeble Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they offer sacrifices? 
Will they finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from those heaps of rubble—
burned as they are?”

Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, “What they are building—if even a fox climbed 
up on it, he would break down their wall of stones!”

Hear us, O our God, for we are despised. Turn their insults back on their own heads. Give them 
over as plunder in a land of captivity. Do not cover up their guilt or blot out their sins from your 
sight, for they have thrown insults in the face of the builders.

So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the people worked with all their heart.

But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the men of Ashdod heard that the 
repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had gone ahead and that the gaps were being closed, they were 
very angry. They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble 
against it. But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat.

Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, “The strength of the laborers is giving out, and there is so 
much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall.”

Also our enemies said, “Before they know it or see us, we will be right there among them and will 
kill them and put an end to the work.”

Then the Jews who lived near them came and told us ten times over, “Wherever you turn, they 
will attack us.”

Therefore I stationed some of the people behind the lowest points of the wall at the exposed 
places, posting them by families, with their swords, spears and bows. After I looked things over, I 
stood up and said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, “Don’t be afraid of them. 
Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons and your 
daughters, your wives and your homes.”

When our enemies heard that we were aware of their plot and that God had frustrated it, we all 
returned to the wall, each to his own work.

From that day on, half of my men did the work, while the other half were equipped with spears, 
shields, bows and armor. The officers posted themselves behind all the people of Judah who 
were building the wall. Those who carried materials did their work with one hand and held a 
weapon in the other, and each of the builders wore his sword at his side as he worked. But the 
man who sounded the trumpet stayed with me.

Then I said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, “The work is extensive and 
spread out, and we are widely separated from each other along the wall. Wherever you hear the 
sound of the trumpet, join us there. Our God will fight for us!”

So we continued the work with half the men holding spears, from the first light of dawn till the 
stars came out. At that time I also said to the people, “Have every man and his helper stay inside 
Jerusalem at night, so they can serve us as guards by night and workmen by day.” Neither I nor 
my brothers nor my men nor the guards with me took off our clothes; each had his weapon, 
even when he went for water. Nehemiah 4:1-23 (NIV)

Some of the tactics the opposition uses  
to try to stop God’s plan for your life

1. The opposition will _______________ and ______________ of you. 
Hatred stirs up trouble, but love forgives all wrongs. Proverbs 10:12 (NCV)

2. The opposition will stir up ________________ against you.
Since they persecuted me, naturally they will persecute you. John 15:20 (NLT)

God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts 
of evil things against you because you are my followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a 
great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the 
same way. Matthew 5:11-12 (NLT)

3. The opposition will spread ________________ to try to scare you.

 What happens when you’re attacked by opposition?

 You tend to become ________________________.

What do you do when you’re under attack?

1. _______________ and _______________ on God.
Don’t answer the foolish arguments of fools, or you will become as foolish as they are. 

 Proverbs 26:4 (NLT)

For the Lord watches over the righteous and listens to their prayers; but he opposes those who do 
evil. 1 Peter 3:12 (GN)

The righteous person faces many troubles, but the LORD comes to the rescue each time. 
 Psalm 34:19 (NLT)

2. Have a healthy ________________________ for your opposition.
Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is 

weak. Matthew 26:41 (NIV)

3. ________________________ your weak points.

4. ________________________ yourself with others.

5. ________________________ those around you.

6. _________________________.
When our enemies heard that we were aware of their plot and that God had frustrated it, we all 

returned to the wall, each to his own work. Verse 15

So we continued the work… Verse 21

I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have already reached 
perfection. But I press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me. 
No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the 
past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race and receive 
the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us. Philippians 3:12-14 (NLT)



Journaling
Writing out the Nehemiah verses each day will give you opportunity to look more 

closely into God’s Word. You may want to use a journal or make a file on your 
computer. By the end of this series, you will have copied the entire book of 
Nehemiah.

Daily Meditations February 9/10

If My people, who are called by My name will humble themselves and pray and seek 
My face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sin and will heal their land.  2 Chronicles 7:14 (NIV)

Monday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 7:1-73.
(This is a long passage to write out in one day. You may want to come back to it later.) 

In Nehemiah 7:1-3, what were the qualifications Nehemiah looked for when 
appointing governors for Jerusalem?

After the wall was built, what did Nehemiah do? Why do you think the positions he 
established were important for the city? 

How can you establish similar positions in your own life? See Proverbs 4:23; Psalm 
66:2,4; 101:1; 105:2; 141:3 and 1 Peter 2:9.

What can you learn about God’s personal care for you from the list of names in 
chapter 7? Does it encourage you that God knows you by name? How can you 
show your thankfulness?

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 8:1-3.
How were the people assembled? Why? What did they ask Ezra to do?  

(The Book of the Law was most likely the first five books of the Bible—Genesis  
through Deuteronomy, written by Moses.)

What was the time frame for this event? What was the response of the people?

Why do you think the people were so captivated? What does this attitude reveal 
about their spiritual hunger? 

How is this an example for you?

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 8:4-9.
What did the people do when the Book of the Law was opened? What does this 

reveal about their attitude toward the Book?

(continued on back)

Explain the process taking place in verse 8. What do you find interesting about this?

How did the people respond in verse 9? Why?

Have you had a similar experience? What did you realize about your heart from the 
experience?

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 8:10-12.
Why do you think Nehemiah instructed the people to share their gifts of food? What 

truth can be derived from this? 

In verse 10, Nehemiah told the people not to grieve. Why do you think celebration is 
a better response to the law than grief?

How would you explain to someone that the joy of the Lord is your strength? How 
is the world’s concept of joy different from the Lord’s? For what situation do you 
need God’s strength?

How do the different attitudes toward God’s Word compare to your responses to 
God’s Word? What does this say about your relationship with God?

Friday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 8:13-18.
Read Leviticus 23:33-36, 39-43. What was God’s purpose for the Israelites in 

celebrating the Feast of Booths? 

In Nehemiah 8:17, what was the attitude of the returning Jews toward this feast?

For these Jews, what was the significance of living in temporary shelters?

How might they have come to view God by obeying this command? 

How can you grow in your relationship with God through a time of reflection?

List principles from chapter 8 that would lead someone to spiritual revival. 

Personal Reflection & Application
What have you learned about God’s character from this week’s study?

Reaching Out
Share something good with someone this week. Help someone through the steps to 

spiritual revival. 


