
The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.

Love God • Love People • Make Disciples

Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of 
Jesus Christ

Our Purpose
why we exist

Our Mission
what we do

Our Core Values
how we do it

Church Address:  4040 Tully Road
  Modesto, CA 95356

Phone Number:  209.577.1604

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
  Friday - Sunday: Closed

Website:  www.bigvalleygrace.org

Contact Information

small groups
Discussion Questions

Warm up
What’s your general reaction to conflict 

and/or disagreement? Discuss your answer 
from the following roles: 

• initiator 

• recipient 

• observer

Time in the Word
Read Titus 3:10-11 (NLT). What does causing 

divisions mean? 

What’s the difference between causing 
divisions and being in conflict? How are 
they related?

Have you ever has to turn away from 
someone? How did you do that?

Discussion 
Can you have conflict without division? 

How? How is that different from conflict 
that drives division? 

How many conflicts have you seen 
that were caused unnecessarily by a 
miscommunication? Give an example of 
what was done to resolve the issue.

Do you agree with people simply to avoid 
conflict or disagreement? Should you?

When is conflict constructive or justified? 

What demeanor do you present to those 
in your daily life? Are you easygoing or 
strongly opinionated? Are you soothing to 
others or do you set people on edge? Are 
you an encourager or a complainer? Why 
do you perceive yourself this way?
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Stay Connected
w w w.bigval leygrace.org

The Altar Online (submit prayer requests)
Latest news and events
Audio messages and sermon notes
Information about other ministries



Good Leaders and Conflict within the Ranks
Nehemiah 5:1-13
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

Now the men and their wives raised a great outcry against their Jewish brothers. Some were 
saying, “We and our sons and daughters are numerous; in order for us to eat and stay alive, we 
must get grain.”

Others were saying, “We are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards and our homes to get grain 
during the famine.”

Still others were saying, “We have had to borrow money to pay the king’s tax on our fields and 
vineyards. Although we are of the same flesh and blood as our countrymen and though our 
sons are as good as theirs, yet we have to subject our sons and daughters to slavery. Some of 
our daughters have already been enslaved, but we are powerless, because our fields and our 
vineyards belong to others.”

When I heard their outcry and these charges, I was very angry. I pondered them in my mind 
and then accused the nobles and officials. I told them, “You are exacting usury from your 
own countrymen!” So I called together a large meeting to deal with them and said: “As far as 
possible, we have bought back our Jewish brothers who were sold to the Gentiles. Now you are 
selling your brothers, only for them to be sold back to us!” They kept quiet, because they could 
find nothing to say.

So I continued, “What you are doing is not right. Shouldn’t you walk in the fear of our God to 
avoid the reproach of our Gentile enemies? I and my brothers and my men are also lending the 
people money and grain. But let the exacting of usury stop! Give back to them immediately 
their fields, vineyards, olive groves and houses, and also the usury you are charging them—the 
hundredth part of the money, grain, new wine and oil.”

“We will give it back,” they said. “And we will not demand anything more from them. We will do 
as you say.”

Then I summoned the priests and made the nobles and officials take an oath to do what they 
had promised. I also shook out the folds of my robe and said, “In this way may God shake out of 
his house and possessions every man who does not keep this promise. So may such a man be 
shaken out and emptied!”

At this the whole assembly said, “Amen,” and praised the Lord. And the people did as they had 
promised.

Moreover, from the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when I was appointed to be their governor 
in the land of Judah, until his thirty-second year—twelve years—neither I nor my brothers ate 
the food allotted to the governor. But the earlier governors—those preceding me—placed a 
heavy burden on the people and took forty shekels of silver from them in addition to food and 
wine. Their assistants also lorded it over the people. But out of reverence for God I did not act 
like that. Instead, I devoted myself to the work on this wall. All my men were assembled there for 
the work; we did not acquire any land.

Furthermore, a hundred and fifty Jews and officials ate at my table, as well as those who came 
to us from the surrounding nations. Each day one ox, six choice sheep and some poultry were 
prepared for me, and every ten days an abundant supply of wine of all kinds. In spite of all this, 
I never demanded the food allotted to the governor, because the demands were heavy on these 
people. Remember me with favor, O my God, for all I have done for these people. 
 Nehemiah 5:1-19 (NIV)

How does a good leader resolve conflict?

1. __________________________ at those who are causing conflict.
When I heard their outcry and these charges, I was very angry. Verse 6

Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger. Ephesians 4:26 (NRSV)

If people are causing divisions among you, give a first and second warning. After that, have 
nothing more to do with them. For people like that have turned away from the truth, and their 
own sins condemn them.  Titus 3:10-11 (NLT)

2. ______________________________________________________ 
to those who are causing conflict.

I pondered them in my mind and then accused the nobles and officials. I told them, “You are 
exacting usury from your own countrymen!”  Verse 7

Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, and 
slow to get angry. Human anger does not produce the righteousness God desires.  
 James 1:19-20 (NLT)

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my 
Rock and my Redeemer. Psalm 19:14 (NIV)

Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord; keep watch over the door of my lips. Psalm 141:3 (NIV)

3. ________________________________ the person causing conflict.
I pondered them in my mind and then accused the nobles and officials. I told them, “You are 

exacting usury from your own countrymen!”  Verse 7

If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the offense. If the other person 
listens and confesses it, you have won that person back. But if you are unsuccessful, take one or 
two others with you and go back again, so that everything you say may be confirmed by two or 
three witnesses. If the person still refuses to listen, take your case to the church. Then if he or she 
won’t accept the church’s decision, treat that person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector. 
 Matthew 18:15-17 (NLT)

4. ___________________________________ with public conflicts.
When I heard their outcry and these charges, I was very angry. I pondered them in my mind 

and then accused the nobles and officials. I told them, “You are exacting usury from your 
own countrymen!” So I called together a large meeting to deal with them and said: “As far as 
possible, we have bought back our Jewish brothers who were sold to the Gentiles. Now you are 
selling your brothers, only for them to be sold back to us!” They kept quiet, because they could 
find nothing to say. Verses 6-8



Journaling
Writing out the Nehemiah verses each day will give you opportunity to look more 

closely into God’s Word. You may want to use a journal or make a file on your 
computer. By the end of this series, you will have copied the entire book of 
Nehemiah.

Daily Meditations February 16/17

Monday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 9:1-4.
Chapter 9 is a song of praise. Read the entire chapter daily before writing or 

answering questions.
What is your initial impression of the chapter as you read it in its entirety?

From verses 1-2, how did the Israelites prepare themselves for a time of worship?

How much time was devoted to:
•	 Reading the Book of the Law?
•	 Confession?
•	 Worship?

How did their preparations and practice of worship speak to you? What will you do 
as a result?

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 9:5-12.
List the acts of God (WHAT He did) and His character attributes (WHO He is). 

Specifically, how have you come to know the greatness of God?

What comfort do you derive from knowing you have been chosen by God as Abram 
was? See also 1 Thessalonians 1:4 and 2 Peter 1:3, 10.

What was the condition of Abram’s heart when God made a covenant with him? 
What is the condition of your heart? 

How do you feel knowing that God hears your cries as He heard the Israelites when 
they were in distress?

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 9:13-21.
List the acts of God (WHAT He did) and His character attributes (WHO He is). 

How did the Israelites act when God gave them His commandments?

What do you learn about human nature?

What was God’s response to Israel’s disobedience? 

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 9:22-25.
List the acts of God (WHAT He did) and His character attributes (WHO He is). 

What became of the enemies of Israel?

When have you been guilty of wanting the Father’s wealth but not the Father’s will? 

What is your response to God’s provision and goodness?

Friday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 9:26-31.
List the acts of God (WHAT He did) and His character attributes (WHO He is). 

What was God’s purpose in sending the prophets? 

What warning has God sent to you or may be sending now?

What was God’s goal in the discipline of His people? 

What pattern do you see repeated by Israel? By God?

Saturday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 9:32-38.
List the acts of God (WHAT He did) and His character attributes (WHO He is). 

What did Israel blame for their situation in verses 33, 35 and 37? What was their view 
of God’s treatment?

Have you ever made a written covenant with God as the Jews did in verse 38? Why 
might this be a good thing for you to do?

Personal Reflection & Application
Which of God’s attributes have you personally experienced? In what way?

Which of God’s attributes will you need to implement into your life to be more 
Christ-like?

Which verses gave you the greatest comfort? Why?

Reaching Out
Pass on your legacy. Share the history of God’s faithfulness in your life with a younger 

family member. 

Plan to attend the next Unhurried Day on May 18. Invite a friend.


