
The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.

Love God • Love People • Make Disciples

Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of 
Jesus Christ

Our Purpose
why we exist

Our Mission
what we do

Our Core Values
how we do it

Church Address:  4040 Tully Road
  Modesto, CA 95356

Phone Number:  209.577.1604

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
  Friday - Sunday: Closed

Website:  www.bigvalleygrace.org

Contact Information

small groups
Discussion Questions

Warm Up 
Leadership is:
• A goal to achieve.
• A burden to bear.
• A gift to receive.
• An experience to have.

Which option above most describes you? 
Which least describes you? Explain.

Time in the Word
Read Romans 13:1.

Define submit.

Define governing authorities.

Do you have more trouble submitting to 
some authorities than others? Why?

Discussion
Give an example of someone who was 

corrupted by the position he/she held. 

What was the result of the corruption? 
What was the reaction of those being led?

Although some people assume power for 
the wrong motives, some don’t. For those 
who start out meaning to do the right 
thing, but eventually succumb to the 
temptations of leadership, what factors 
changed their original motives? How do 
others avoid the same temptations? 

Why do you believe God has allowed you to 
have certain leadership roles, either in the 
past or currently?

Has being given authority over others 
taught you anything? 

You may have had leadership roles that 
don’t offer formal feedback or evaluations. 
If you were to have a performance review 
of how you’re leading, how do you think it 
would go? 
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Good Leaders and Temptations
Nehemiah 5:9-19
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

Power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.  ~ Lord John Acton

If you think you are standing firm, you had better be careful that you do not fall.  
 1 Corinthians 10:12 (GN)

Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is 
weak. Matthew 26:41 (NIV)

So I continued, “What you are doing is not right. Shouldn’t you walk in the fear of our God to 
avoid the reproach of our Gentile enemies? I and my brothers and my men are also lending the 
people money and grain. But let the exacting of usury stop! Give back to them immediately 
their fields, vineyards, olive groves and houses, and also the usury you are charging them—the 
hundredth part of the money, grain, new wine and oil.”

“We will give it back,” they said. “And we will not demand anything more from them. We will do 
as you say.”

Then I summoned the priests and made the nobles and officials take an oath to do what they 
had promised. I also shook out the folds of my robe and said, “In this way may God shake out of 
his house and possessions every man who does not keep this promise. So may such a man be 
shaken out and emptied!”

At this the whole assembly said, “Amen,” and praised the Lord. And the people did as they had 
promised.

Moreover, from the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when I was appointed to be their governor 
in the land of Judah, until his thirty-second year—twelve years—neither I nor my brothers ate 
the food allotted to the governor. But the earlier governors—those preceding me—placed a 
heavy burden on the people and took forty shekels of silver from them in addition to food and 
wine. Their assistants also lorded it over the people. But out of reverence for God I did not act 
like that. Instead, I devoted myself to the work on this wall. All my men were assembled there for 
the work; we did not acquire any land.

Furthermore, a hundred and fifty Jews and officials ate at my table, as well as those who came 
to us from the surrounding nations. Each day one ox, six choice sheep and some poultry were 
prepared for me, and every ten days an abundant supply of wine of all kinds. In spite of all this, 
I never demanded the food allotted to the governor, because the demands were heavy on these 
people.

Remember me with favor, O my God, for all I have done for these people. 
 Nehemiah 5:9-19 (NIV)

  

2 ways you will be tempted as a leader

1. You’ll be tempted to __________________ and ________________ 
your position or power.

 But the earlier governors—those preceding me—placed a heavy burden on the people and took 
forty shekels[a] of silver from them in addition to food and wine. Their assistants also lorded it 
over the people. Verse 15

2. You’ll be tempted to __________________ from your position or 
power.

Moreover, from the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when I was appointed to be their governor 
in the land of Judah, until his thirty-second year—twelve years—neither I nor my brothers ate 
the food allotted to the governor.…All my men were assembled there for the work; we did not 
acquire any land. Verse 14 & 16

How to keep your integrity as a leader

1. Deepen your ____________ and ____________________________ 
for God.

But out of reverence for God I did not act like that.  Verse 15

2. Develop a __________________ for __________________.
Furthermore, a hundred and fifty Jews and officials ate at my table, as well as those who came 

to us from the surrounding nations. Each day one ox, six choice sheep and some poultry were 
prepared for me, and every ten days an abundant supply of wine of all kinds. In spite of all this, 
I never demanded the food allotted to the governor, because the demands were heavy on these 
people. Verse 17-18

3. Trust that God will someday _____________________________ for 
faithful service.

Remember me with favor, O my God, for all I have done for these people. Verse 19

For God is not unjust. He will not forget how hard you have worked for him and how you have 
shown your love to him by caring for other believers, as you still do. Hebrews 6:10 (NLT)



Journaling
Writing out the Nehemiah verses each day will give you opportunity to look more 

closely into God’s Word. You may want to use a journal or make a file on your 
computer. By the end of this series, you will have copied the entire book of 
Nehemiah.

Daily Meditations February 23/24

Monday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 10:1-18.
Read Nehemiah 10. From verses 28-29, from what were the people separating 

themselves? Why?

What would happen if they failed in their commitment?

Explain the differences between the Jews’ commitment to the Law and a believers’ 
commitment to Christ? Use Scripture to support your answer.

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 10:19-27.
Read Nehemiah 10:30. Why did God give this command about marriage?

What instructions does God give in the following verses: 
•	Exodus 34:12-16

•	Leviticus 20:26

•	1 Kings 11:1-4

•	2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1

How can following these commands make a significant difference in marriages 
today? 

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 10:28-33.
Read Nehemiah 10:31. Why did God give these commands on the Sabbath?

What instructions does God give in the following verses: 
•	Exodus 20:8-11

•	Exodus 23:10-11

•	Deuteronomy 5:12-15

Although Christians are not under Jewish law, what principles do these commands 
hold for believers today? 

What are some practical ways believers can live out these Sabbath principles?

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer. Write of type Nehemiah 10:34-39.
Read Nehemiah 10:32-39. What are some practical reasons for worshippers to 

support the Temple? 

What is the spiritual significance of supporting the Temple of God?

What attitudes do you detect in the Jews’ commitment to support the Temple?

According to Acts 7:48-50 and 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, what beliefs and attitudes are 
reflected in the way Christians care for their bodies?

Friday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 11.
The Jews gave three tithes according to Old Testament Law. According 2 Corinthians 

8 and 9, how should New Testament believers give? 

What precipitated the giving of New Testament believers?

List principles of giving from Nehemiah 10 and 2 Corinthians 8 and 9. 

From Matthew 6:21 and the above passages on giving, what do you learn about your 
own heart? 

What do you learn about God’s character?

Read Nehemiah 11. What two things determined those who would live within the 
city of Jerusalem?

What is the determining factor for where you choose to live?

Personal Reflection & Application
How or where can you give God your first and best:
•	Time

•	Talents

•	Treasures


