
The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.

Love God • Love People • Make Disciples

Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of 
Jesus Christ

Our Purpose
why we exist

Our Mission
what we do

Our Core Values
how we do it

Church Address:  4040 Tully Road
  Modesto, CA 95356

Phone Number:  209.577.1604

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
  Friday - Sunday: Closed

Website:  www.bigvalleygrace.org

Contact Information

small groups
Discussion Questions

What role does God play in your battles? 

• Infantry, the first line of defense
• Heavy Artillery, when the problems call  

for the big guns
• Special Forces, precise and pinpointed 

problems
• Strategic Reserves, always there in case  

I can’t handle it.

Time in the Word
Read 1 Peter 5: 8-9, Ephesians 6: 10-13, and 

Galatians 6:9. 

What commands are in these verses?

What are the reasons given for these 
commands?

Is there a payoff for following these 
commands?

Discussion
Is anything negative that happens to you 

a spiritual attack? If not, how do you 
distinguish what’s a spiritual attack? 

When pursuing something you believe in, 
define what quitting or giving up means. 

What factors do you consider when trying 
to decide between quitting and cutting 
your losses vs. persevering? 

What’s the difference between quitting and 
changing your approach? 

Are there things or people you just don’t 
give up on? 
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Stay Connected
w w w.bigval leygrace.org

The Altar Online (submit prayer requests)
Latest news and events
Audio messages and sermon notes
Information about other ministries



Good Leaders Never Give Up 
The Secret to being a Super Leader

Nehemiah 6:1-16
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies that I had 
rebuilt the wall and not a gap was left in it—though up to that time I had not set the doors in 
the gates— Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: “Come, let us meet together in one of 
the villages on the plain of Ono.”

But they were scheming to harm me; so I sent messengers to them with this reply: “I am carrying 
on a great project and cannot go down. Why should the work stop while I leave it and go down 
to you?” Four times they sent me the same message, and each time I gave them the same 
answer.

Then, the fifth time, Sanballat sent his aide to me with the same message, and in his hand was an 
unsealed letter in which was written:

“It is reported among the nations—and Geshem says it is true—that you and the Jews are 
plotting to revolt, and therefore you are building the wall. Moreover, according to these 
reports you are about to become their king and have even appointed prophets to make this 
proclamation about you in Jerusalem: ‘There is a king in Judah!’ Now this report will get back to 
the king; so come, let us confer together.”

I sent him this reply: “Nothing like what you are saying is happening; you are just making it up 
out of your head.”

They were all trying to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will get too weak for the work, and it 
will not be completed.”

But I prayed, “Now strengthen my hands.”

One day I went to the house of Shemaiah son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabel, who was shut 
in at his home. He said, “Let us meet in the house of God, inside the temple, and let us close the 
temple doors, because men are coming to kill you—by night they are coming to kill you.”

But I said, “Should a man like me run away? Or should one like me go into the temple to save 
his life? I will not go!” I realized that God had not sent him, but that he had prophesied against 
me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. He had been hired to intimidate me so that I 
would commit a sin by doing this, and then they would give me a bad name to discredit me.

Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, O my God, because of what they have done; remember also 
the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who have been trying to intimidate me.

So the wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days. When all our enemies 
heard about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their self-confidence, because 
they realized that this work had been done with the help of our God. Nehemiah 6:1-16

How was Nehemiah able to build the wall in 52 days?

1. _______________ give up. 

Keep working in spite of people’s _____________________ to stop you.

But they were scheming to harm me… Verse 2

The main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing.

2. Never ______________ up. 

Keep working in spite of the _______________ people tell about you.
Then, the fifth time, Sanballat sent his aide to me with the same message, and in his hand was an 

unsealed letter in which was written: 

“It is reported among the nations—and Geshem says it is true—that you and the Jews are 
plotting to revolt, and therefore you are building the wall. Moreover, according to these 
reports you are about to become their king and have even appointed prophets to make this 
proclamation about you in Jerusalem: ‘There is a king in Judah!’ Now this report will get back to 
the king; so come, let us confer together.”

I sent him this reply: “Nothing like what you are saying is happening; you are just making it up 
out of your head.”

They were all trying to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will get too weak for the work, and it 
will not be completed.” But I prayed, “Now strengthen my hands.” Verses 5-9

God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts 
of evil things against you because you are my followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a 
great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the 
same way. Matthew 5:11-12 (NLT)

We don’t answer criticism. We don’t respond to slander. We don’t respond to 
accusation. If we did, it would take all our time just to fight the attacks.

3. Never give __________. 

Keep working in spite of the ______________ people try to stir up within 

you (or the ____________________________________ they throw at you).
One day I went to the house of Shemaiah son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabel, who was shut 

in at his home. He said, “Let us meet in the house of God, inside the temple, and let us close the 
temple doors, because men are coming to kill you—by night they are coming to kill you.”

But I said, “Should a man like me run away? Or should one like me go into the temple to save 
his life? I will not go!” I realized that God had not sent him, but that he had prophesied against 
me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. He had been hired to intimidate me so that I 
would commit a sin by doing this, and then they would give me a bad name to discredit me.

Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, O my God, because of what they have done; remember also 
the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who have been trying to intimidate me. 
 Verses 10-14

One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should always pray and never give up. 
 Luke 18:1 (NLT)

So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing 
if we don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NLT)



Journaling
Writing out the Nehemiah verses each day will give you opportunity to look more 

closely into God’s Word. You may want to use a journal or make a file on your 
computer. By the end of this series, you will have copied the entire book of 
Nehemiah.

Daily Meditations March 2/3

Monday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 12:1-11.
Read Nehemiah 12. What do you think is the significance of the list of names given in 

verses 1-26? 

How does this list show God’s concern with the service of individuals?

What would you learn if you were given a list of names of all who serve at Big Valley 
Grace?

Read Luke 10:20, Revelation 3:5 and 20:12-15. Where are the names of believers 
recorded? How does a person know his name is in this book? How are believers 
judged? Give other verses you know to support your answer.

Whose names are recorded in the other book? Why are their names recorded there? 
How are these people judged?

Where is your name recorded? If you are not sure, call the church office (577-1604) 
and ask to speak to a pastor so you can be certain where you will spend eternity. 

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 12:12-21.
Read Nehemiah 12:27-30. What was to be celebrated? Describe the attitude with 

which the people were to celebrate. What were they instructed to use in their 
celebration?

What did the priest and the Levites do in verse 30? Why do you think this was 
necessary? See also 2 Corinthians 8:5.

 
Is it important for believers today to prepare spiritually before worshiping God? See 

James 4:8 and 1 John 1:7-9.

 How do you prepare yourself to celebrate God’s goodness through worship?

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 12:22-30
Read Nehemiah 12:31-43. Where were the people marching in verses 31 and 38?

(continues on back)

What had the enemy said about the efforts to rebuild the wall in 4:3?

What might the unbelievers have been thinking as they watched and heard this 
celebration?

What does this celebration demonstrate about God?

What miracle has God performed in your life that has not necessarily been about 
you, but more to reveal His glory?

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 12:31-40.
Read Nehemiah 12:44-47. How were the Jews fulfilling the covenant they made in 

chapter 10:32-39?

What was their attitude in this? 

What does this teach you about the place of giving in worship?

Read Philippians 4:18 and Hebrews 13:16. How do you think God viewed their 
offerings? Why do you think so?

How does pleasing God fit into your priorities each day? 

Friday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 12:41-47.
Read Psalm 69:30-31 and Hebrews 13:15. 
From Nehemiah 12:27, 31, 38, 40 and 46, what was the theme of the choir?

What is the prominent theme of your prayers? Of your singing?

Is your worship characterized by joy? From where does your joy come?

Besides music and praise, what else was a part of this celebration?

How do you show your appreciation to God for the good things in your life?

Personal Reflection & Application
How have you become a more joyful person since knowing Christ as your personal 

Savior and Lord? 

What new characteristic of God have you seen in this week’s lesson?

Reaching Out
Invite someone to join you for an Easter gathering to experience our celebration of 

Christ’s gracious gift of salvation.


