
The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.

Love God • Love People • Make Disciples

Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of 
Jesus Christ

Our Purpose
why we exist

Our Mission
what we do

Our Core Values
how we do it

Church Address:  4040 Tully Road
  Modesto, CA 95356

Phone Number:  209.577.1604

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
  Friday - Sunday: Closed

Website:  www.bigvalleygrace.org

Contact Information

small groups
Discussion Questions

Time in the Word
 Read Nehemiah 7:1-5.

What qualities does Nehemiah require in a 
leader? Why?

How do these qualities differ from your 
requirements for a leader? From our 
culture’s requirements for a leader?

How qualified was Nehemiah to give 
directions? Do you think he was well 
received? Why or why not?

Receiving Leadership
Who has allowed you to assume leadership 

from them?

What motivated them?

How well did they delegate to you?

What did you learn from that experience?

What’s the hardest part of delegating 
leadership? What’s the hardest part 
of being delegated to? Have you ever 
delegated leadership and it really didn’t 
work out? Explain.

If you’ve ever recruited someone to help 
lead/organize/manage an effort, what was 
your approach? How did it go?

What criteria do you use in evaluating 
if someone can or will help you? Have 
you ever been responsible for molding 
someone to become a leader? What steps 
did you take? How did you know when 
they were prepared? 

What’s the difference between finding 
leaders/helpers within your family or 
friends and finding them elsewhere 
(church, work, etc.)?
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Stay Connected
w w w.bigval leygrace.org

The Altar Online (submit prayer requests)
Latest news and events
Audio messages and sermon notes
Information about other ministries



Maintaining success
Nehemiah 7:1-73
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

After the wall had been rebuilt and I had set the doors in place, the gatekeepers and the singers 
and the Levites were appointed. I put in charge of Jerusalem my brother Hanani, along with 
Hananiah the commander of the citadel, because he was a man of integrity and feared God 
more than most men do. I said to them, “The gates of Jerusalem are not to be opened until the 
sun is hot. While the gatekeepers are still on duty, have them shut the doors and bar them. Also 
appoint residents of Jerusalem as guards, some at their posts and some near their own houses.” 

Now the city was large and spacious, but there were few people in it, and the houses had not 
yet been rebuilt. So my God put it into my heart to assemble the nobles, the officials and the 
common people for registration by families. I found the genealogical record of those who had 
been the first to return. This is what I found written there:  Nehemiah 7:1-5 (NIV)

How do you maintain what you’ve already gained?

1. You _____________________________________________to help 
oversee what you’ve gained.

After the wall had been rebuilt and I had set the doors in place, the gatekeepers and the singers 
and the Levites were appointed. I put in charge of Jerusalem my brother Hanani, along with 
Hananiah the commander of the citadel, because he was a man of integrity and feared God 
more than most men do.  Verses 1-2

What should you look for in leaders?

	 •	Look	for	people	with	___________________________.
I put in charge of Jerusalem my brother Hanani, along with Hananiah the commander of the 

citadel, because he was a man of integrity…  Verse 2

	 •	Look	for	people	who	are	_______________.
I put in charge of Jerusalem my brother Hanani, along with Hananiah the commander of the 

citadel, because he was a man of integrity and feared God more than most men do.  Verse 2

But as the believers rapidly multiplied, there were rumblings of discontent. The Greek-speaking 
believers complained about the Hebrew-speaking believers, saying that their widows were 
being discriminated against in the daily distribution of food. So the Twelve called a meeting of 
all the believers. They said, “We apostles should spend our time teaching the word of God, not 
running a food program. And so, brothers, select seven men who are well respected and are full 
of the Spirit and wisdom. We will give them this responsibility. Then we apostles can spend our 
time in prayer and teaching the word.” Acts 6:1-4 (NLT)

	 •	Look	for	people	who	are	________________________.
The master said, “Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling 

this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!” 
 Matthew 25:23 (NLT)

Bonus thought: Be sure to give your leaders a clear  

________________________________________. 
I put in charge of Jerusalem my brother Hanani, along with Hananiah the commander of the 

citadel, because he was a man of integrity and feared God more than most men do. I said to 
them, “The gates of Jerusalem are not to be opened until the sun is hot. While the gatekeepers 
are still on duty, have them shut the doors and bar them. Also appoint residents of Jerusalem as 
guards, some at their posts and some near their own houses.”  Verses 2-3

How do you maintain what you’ve already gained?

2. You must ________________________________________  
that which you’ve gained. 

I said to them, “The gates of Jerusalem are not to be opened until the sun is hot. While the 
gatekeepers are still on duty, have them shut the doors and bar them. Also appoint residents of 
Jerusalem as guards, some at their posts and some near their own houses.”  Verse 3

Timothy, guard what God has entrusted to you. Avoid godless, foolish discussions with those 
who oppose you with their so-called knowledge. Some people have wandered from the faith by 
following such foolishness. 1 Timothy 6:20-21 (NLT)

I am warning you ahead of time, dear friends. Be on guard so that you will not be carried away 
by the errors of these wicked people and lose your own secure footing. Rather, you must grow in 
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 3:17-18 (NLT)

Bonus thought: Be intentional about what you put in 

___________________________. 
Now the city was large and spacious, but there were few people in it, and the houses had not 

yet been rebuilt. So my God put it into my heart to assemble the nobles, the officials and the 
common people for registration by families. I found the genealogical record of those who had 
been the first to return. This is what I found written there:  Verses 4-5



Journaling
Writing out the Nehemiah verses each day will give you opportunity to look more 

closely into God’s Word. You may want to use a journal or make a file on your 
computer. By the end of this series, you will have copied the entire book of 
Nehemiah.

Daily Meditations March 9/10

Monday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 13:1-5.
Read Nehemiah 13, Deuteronomy 23:3-4 and Nehemiah 10:30. What covenant 

promise did the Israelites make in 10:30? What were the people doing in 
Nehemiah 13:1? 

From verses 1-3, what did the people realize they had been doing wrong? 

What immediate action did they take? What principles do you learn from this? 

Why do you think some Christians are more influenced by the world’s view of right 
and wrong than the truth in God’s Word? 

What action steps might you take to keep yourself from being influenced by the 
world’s beliefs?

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 13:6-9.
Read Nehemiah 1:1 and 13:6. After celebrating the rebuilding of the wall, Nehemiah 

was called back to Babylon and is now returning to Jerusalem. Read Nehemiah 
13:4-9. What happened while Nehemiah was away?

What action did Nehemiah take upon learning of the misappropriation of the 
temple? Why do you think he took such drastic measures?

Read John 2:13-17. What similarities do you see in the actions of Jesus and 
Nehemiah? What was their motivation?

What character qualities of leadership are needed when facing opposition?

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 13:10-14.
Read Nehemiah 10:38-39 and 13:10-14. What covenant promise did the Israelites 

make in 10:38-39?

What did Nehemiah discover had been neglected while he was away?

What did this reveal about God’s people and their covenant?
(continues on back)

What do you think happens when  God’s people do not support the work and 
workers in the church?

What did Nehemiah exemplify in verses 14, 22, 29 and 31? How does this speak to 
you?

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 13:15-22.
Read Nehemiah 10:31 and 13:15-22. What covenant promise did the Israelites make 

in 10:31? What were they doing in 13:15-18? 

What were they putting first? What did this behavior reveal about their true values? 

In Matthew 6:33, what did Jesus say to put first? Why do you think this mandate 
continues to be necessary?

Read Psalm 119:14, 72, 127 and 162. What does the Psalmist say is of greatest value?

What principles of Sabbath can be gained by followers of Christ? 

What experience of Sabbath has most impacted your relationship with God?

Friday – Begin the day in prayer. Write or type Nehemiah 13:23-30.
Read Nehemiah 13:23-31. 
Why was Nehemiah so concerned about the children not knowing the language of 

Judah?

Why do you think Nehemiah used the example of King Solomon’s sin to warn of 
marriage to unbelievers?

Personal Reflection & Application
Is there any area in the temple of your heart where the enemy has taken up 

residence? What action will you take to expel it?

What character qualities of God stood out to you in chapter 13?

What is the most important message from the book of Nehemiah?

What important principle of leadership have you learned from studying this book?

Reaching Out
Encourage and invite men to attend the Men of God Conference this weekend. Pray 

for the men who attend!
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