
The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.

Love God • Love People • Make Disciples

Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of 
Jesus Christ

Our Purpose
why we exist

Our Mission
what we do

Our Core Values
how we do it

Church Address:  4040 Tully Road
  Modesto, CA 95356

Phone Number:  209.577.1604

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
  Friday - Sunday: Closed

Website:  www.bigvalleygrace.org

Contact Information

small groups
Discussion Questions

People in my life say that I love by:

• Encouraging them
• Spending time with them
• Spending money on them
• They aren’t completely sure; it would help 

if I actually said, ”I love you” or acted like I 
love them

• People and love are overrated

Time in the Word
Read 2 John 1:6 and John 13:34-35.

What words or phrases stand out to you?

When did you learn how you are supposed 
to love as a follower of Christ?

Can you (specifically) love someone and not 
support the choices/beliefs of that person? 
How do you do that?

Discussion
How well do you love others? How well-

loved would your family, friends and 
acquaintances say they are?

Who do you struggle to love? Why? What 
can you do about it?

Can you love well when you are not loved 
well? Are those conditions connected? 
Should they be?

From whom have you withheld your love? 
Why? What lessons and encouragement 
can you draw from meditating on how 
God chose to love us in our broken state?  

Stay Connected
w w w.bigval leygrace.org

The Altar Online (submit prayer requests)
Latest news and events
Audio messages and sermon notes
Information about other ministries
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The Fruit of Love 
Selected Scriptures
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Galatians 5:22-23 (NIV)

For when we place our faith in Christ Jesus, there is no benefit in being circumcised or being 
uncircumcised. What’s important is faith expressing itself in love. Galatians 5:6 (NLT)

If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I’d only be a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret 
plans and possessed all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but 
didn’t love others, I would be nothing.  If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed 
my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing... 

Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is love.  
 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 & 13 (NLT)

3 important truths about love

1. God says if you don’t live a life of love, your ________________ 
are worthless.

If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I’d only be a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal.  Verse 1

2. God says if you don’t live a life of love, your __________________ 
is worthless.

If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all 
knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would 
be nothing.  Verse2

3. God says if you don’t live a life of love, your __________________ 
is worthless.

If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it; but if I 
didn’t love others, I would’ve gained nothing. Verse 3

What does God say about love?

1. God _______________________ you to love.
Love means living the way God commanded us to live. As you have heard from the beginning, His 

command is this: Live a life of love. 2 John 6 (NCV)

I’m giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love 
each other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples. 
 John 13:34-35 (NLT)

2. God says love is a __________________.
Let love be your highest goal! 1 Corinthians 14:1 (NLT)

And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
 Colossians 3:14 (NIV)

3. God says you are to ______________________________ your love. 

Love is a _____________________.
Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions. 

Our actions will show that we belong to the truth, so we will be confident when we stand before 
God. 1 John 3:18-19 (NLT)

 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 Romans 5:8 (NIV)

How do you live a life of real love?

1. Learn how real love ____________ and _____________________.

1 Corinthians 13:4-6 (NLT)

Love is patient.

Love is kind.

Love is not jealous.

Love is not boastful.

Love is not proud.

Love is not rude.

Love does not demand its own way.

Love is not irritable.

Love keeps no record of being wronged.

Love does not rejoice about injustice but 
rejoices whenever the truth wins out.

Love never gives up.

Love never loses faith.

Love is always hopeful.

Love endures through every circumstance.

2. Start every day with a __________________________ to love.

3. ________________________ what God says about love.
And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

 Colossians 3:14 (NIV)



Memory Verse
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect 

harmony.  Colossians 3:14 (NIV)

Daily Meditations April 6/7

Monday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Review the sermon outline and read through all the verses. Through which verses 

did God speak to you? Spend time meditating on the verses. What do you sense 
God saying to you?

From the 1 Corinthians l3 list in the sermon outline, in which areas would you say 
you love well?

Which areas would you like to strengthen in your relationships? How will you do 
this? (Read James 1:22.) 

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Matthew 6:33. Who and what are we to seek first? What are “these things” that 

will be given to you? (See verses 19-34.)

What does it mean to seek God first in your marriage?

How does your spouse know you love God first and foremost? 

How would your spouse describe your relationship with God? 

Do something unselfishly for your spouse today which reveals that you love God.

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Romans 5:8.  What did Christ do to show His love? When did He do this?   

 

How will you demonstrate love nonverbally to your spouse today?

 

How would your spouse know you still love him/her, even after an offense?

 

What is one thing you would willingly give up in order to show love to your spouse?

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 1 Corinthians 13:7. What does this verse say about love?

Name a specific way in which you protect your marriage?

Are you trustworthy? Do you trust your spouse?

Do you have hope in and for your marriage? 

From where does this hope come?

What can you do to persevere in your marriage?

Friday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Ephesians 5:33 and Genesis 2:24. What do the verses say about how to treat 

your spouse?

What is the definition of unity? Does this describe your marriage? 

Discuss together: What can you and your spouse do to be more of a team in your 
marriage?

Husband - Ask your wife how you can show her more love.

Wife - Ask your husband how you can show him more respect.

Personal Reflection & Application
Review 1 Corinthians 13. 

Would you like being married to you? Why or why not?

How has this study helped you understand God’s love for you?
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