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The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.

Love God • Love People • Make Disciples

Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of Jesus Christ
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Church Address:  4040 Tully Road
  Modesto, CA 95356

Phone Number:  209.577.1604

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
  Friday - Sunday: Closed

Website:  www.bigvalleygrace.org
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small groups
Discussion Questions

Warm up
What does it mean to you to live in peace?

Describe the difference between 
reconciliation and resolution.

Would others consider you a peacemaker?

Time in the Word
Read Romans 12:9-21.

What words or phrases stand out to you?

What does this passage say about your role 
in living at peace with others?

Group Discussion
What does it look like when you are at 

peace? How is your behavior different?

Is there anyone in your life who causes 
strife? How do you react? How does this 
person/your reaction affect your peace?

Have you ever wanted to be at peace with 
someone who didn’t want to be at peace 
with you?

With whom and how do you try to be a 
peacemaker?

Do you know a peaceful couple? How 
are they different? Have you considered 
seeking their advice on becoming more 
peaceful?

submit your prayer 
requests to 

The Altar Online

scan here to give 
securely online

Online Giving



The Fruit of Peace 
Selected Scriptures
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

People with no regard for others can throw whole cities into turmoil. Those who are wise keep 
things calm. Proverbs 29:8 (GN)

Turn away from evil and do good. Search for peace, and work to maintain it. The eyes of the Lord 
watch over those who do right, and his ears are open to their prayers. But the Lord turns his face 
against those who do evil. 1 Peter 3:11-12 (NLT)

5 things you can do to keep peace with your spouse

1. ________________ (schedule) regular times when you and your 
spouse talk.

You have heard that it was said to our people long ago, “You must not murder anyone. Anyone 
who murders another will be judged.” But I tell you, if you are angry with a brother or sister, you 
will be judged. If you say bad things to a brother or sister, you will be judged by the council. And 
if you call someone a fool, you will be in danger of the fire of hell. So when you offer your gift 
to God at the altar, and you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 
leave your gift there at the altar. Go and make peace with that person, and then come and offer 
your gift. Matthew 5:21-24 (NCV)

Turn away from evil and do good; strive for peace with all your heart. Psalm 34:14 (GN)

2. _____________________ with (care about) your spouse’s feelings.
Finally, all of you should be of one mind. Sympathize with each other. Love each other as brothers 

and sisters. Be tenderhearted, and keep a humble attitude.  1 Peter 3:8 (NLT)

[Be] full of sympathy toward each other… 1 Peter 3:8 (LB)

Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with each 
other. Romans 12:15-16 (NLT)

In the same way, you husbands must give honor to your wives. Treat your wife with 
understanding as you live together. She may be weaker than you are, but she is your equal 
partner in God’s gift of new life. Treat her as you should so your prayers will not be hindered. 
 1 Peter 3:7 (NLT)

Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and 
working together with one mind and purpose. Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be 
humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own interests, 
but take an interest in others, too.  Philippians 2:2-4 (NLT)

3. __________________ the problem, not your spouse.
Someone who holds back the truth causes trouble, but one who openly criticizes works for peace. 

 Proverbs 10:10 (GN)

Instead, by speaking the truth in a spirit of love, we must grow up in every way to Christ, who is 
the head. Ephesians 4:15 (GN)

Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your 
words will be an encouragement to those who hear them. Ephesians 4:29 (NLT)

4. _______________________ as much as possible with your spouse.
Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone. Romans 12:18 (NLT)

But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, gentle at all times, and 
willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and good deeds. James 3:17 (NLT)

And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of righteousness. 
 James 3:18 (NLT)

Look at those who are honest and good, for a wonderful future awaits those who love peace. 
 Psalm 37:37 (NLT)

5. _________________________ reconciliation, not resolution.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All 

this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:17-18 (NIV)

You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all whose thoughts are fixed on you! 
 Isaiah 26:3 (NLT)



Memory Verse
You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in 

You.  Isaiah 26:3 (NIV)

Daily Meditations April 20/21

Monday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Review the sermon outline and read through all the verses. Through which verses 

did God speak to you? Spend time meditating on the verses. What do you sense 
God saying to you?

 

Peacemaking isn’t appeasing another person for the sake of peace. What is the 
difference between a peacemaker and a peacekeeper? 

Which are you?

Read Matthew 5:9. What is the person called who is a peacemaker?

Ask a friend or spouse what you can do to become a better peacemaker.

 

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Isaiah 9:6. Who is Peace? 

Read Isaiah 26:3. Who is able to give peace? To what kind of peace does this verse 
refer?

What is the condition for gaining this kind of peace?

How can you trust God in a situation over which you are not yet experiencing peace?

How can you keep your mind in a state that would experience perfect peace?

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Philippians 4:6-7. What are we to do with our anxiousness? How are we to do 

this?

What will result when we present our concerns to God?

(continues on back)

What do you typically do when you have an issue in your marriage?

When was the last time you presented your concerns about your spouse/marriage to 
God?

What burden are you carrying that you could present to God?

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Matthew 11:28-30 and John 16:33. What does Jesus offer His followers?

What is a yoke, and what does it mean in this context?

What does Jesus say about His yoke and His character?

What did Jesus say we will experience in this world?

In what situation are you struggling to have peace?

What practical steps can you take to know the peace God has for you?

 

Friday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Mark 4:35-41. What was Jesus doing when the boat hit a storm?

What question did the disciples ask Jesus?

What do you learn about Jesus’ power?

How is this a picture of what Jesus can do in the storms of your life?

Personal Reflection & Application
Read John 14:27 and Romans 5:1. How are you appropriating the peace that has 

been given you as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ?

Spend time thanking God for His peace.

Reaching Out
Do something that will bring peace to your marriage or a friendship (Romans 12:18).
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