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Information about ministries

The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.

Love God • Love People • Make Disciples

Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of Jesus Christ

Our Purpose
why we exist

Our Mission
what we do

Our Core Values
how we do it

Church Address:  4040 Tully Road
  Modesto, CA 95356

Phone Number:  209.577.1604

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
  Friday - Sunday: Closed

Website:  www.bigvalleygrace.org

Contact Information

submit your prayer 
requests to 

The Altar Online

scan here to give 
securely online

Online Giving

summersmall groups

Sign-Up for a Summer Small Group!

Big Valley Grace is a big church and it’s easy to feel disconnected. God 

makes clear in His Word the importance of doing life with others. We 

desire that every person who calls Big Valley Grace home would attend 

church each weekend and belong to a small group.

Registration cards are available in today’s program.



The Fruit of Gentleness & Goodness
Selected Scriptures
Pastor Bobby Fisher

Sermon Notes

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Galatians 5:22-23 (NIV)

The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life…  Proverbs 11:30 (NIV)

Definitions:

Good describes the _____________________________________.

Gentleness is _____________________________________.

“We can increase ________________________ of gentleness and 

goodness by living __________________________________.”

1. Pruned _______________
I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no 

fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You 
are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain 
in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit 
unless you remain in me.  John 15:1-4 (NIV)

Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift 
of God with money! You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right 
before God.” Acts 8:20-21 (NIV)

For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgement of God rather than burnt offerings.  
 Hosea 6:6 (NIV)

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, 
making wise the simple. The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The 
commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear of the LORD is pure, 
enduring forever. The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether righteous.  
 Psalm 19:7-9 (NIV)

Challenge 1: _______________________ an area to be pruned.

2. Pruned _______________
Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be. Can both fresh 

water and salt water flow from the same spring? My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a 
grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.  James 3:10-12

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building 
others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.  Ephesians 4:29 (NIV)

My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to 
become angry, for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. 
 James 1:19-20 (NIV)

Challenge 2: Have a ___________________________ conversation.

3. Pruned _______________
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than 

yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. Philippians 2:3-4 (NIV)

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.  Ephesians 5:21 (NIV)

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands love your wives and do not be 
harsh with them. Colossians 3:18-19 (NIV)

Challenge 3: _________________________________ gentleness and 
goodness to others.



Memory Verse
Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.  Philippians 4:5 (NIV)

Daily Meditations & Small Group Questions 

Monday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Review the sermon outline and read through all the verses. Through which verses 

did God speak to you? Spend time meditating on the verses. What do you sense 
God saying to you?

From the sermon, in which area will you ask God to begin the pruning process? If 
you are uncertain where you need pruning, ask your spouse to share this with 
you…gently! 

 Ask your spouse to share one area in which you display a “me monster” 
characteristic? 

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.

Write out Proverbs 3:27. 

 From whom have you withheld something good? What will you do to rectify the 
situation? 

 Read Matthew 7:9-12. How do you know when and how to give good things to your 
spouse or others? 

 From this passage, write out the golden rule.

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Psalm 23, 106:1 and John 10:11. How does Jesus refer to Himself?

What things does the Shepherd do? 

How have you experienced the goodness of God?

How does the goodness of God encourage you to treat others?

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Ephesians 2:10. What kind of works were you created to do?

How do you think this kind of work is measured?

How do you show good deeds to your spouse and others? 

By which of these good deeds would your spouse or others describe you?

Friday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Titus 1:7-9. What are the qualifications for a church leader? 

Read Titus 2:11-14. What expectations does Christ have for all redeemed believers? 

Read Titus 3:1-2, 8 and 14. What is Titus to remind all believers? Why?

How are you putting these instructions into the regular rhythms of your life? 

Personal Reflection & Application
What did you learn about your own heart from this lesson? 

Where might God be prompting changes in your marriage or another relationship?

Reaching Out

Practice Matthew 7:12 with your spouse or another person this week. 

Opening Questions
What, if anything, would look or feel 

different if any of the following groups 
treated each other kindly and gently?

• Your immediate family
• Your work group
• Your social circle
• Your small group

Time in the Word
Read Philippians 2:3-4. What words 

stand out to you?  What does the 
word nothing in verse 3 mean?  What 
group or individual that you know 
operates likes this verse?  Which 
people or situations make you 
struggle the most to act out this 
scripture? Why?

Discussion Questions
If you were to accept the definition of 

gentleness as “restrained strength” vs. 

“weakness,” who would you describe 
as gentle? Does changing the 
definition change anything?

If you are treated kindly or gently when 
you don’t expect it, are you...

• pleasantly surprised?
• annoyed and feeling a little guilty 

about having not been nicer?
• looking for the angle, because no 

one does that without wanting 
something?

What images come to mind when you 
think of men versus women being 
kind or gentle?

What pruning has God done in your life 
recently? Were you a partner in the 
pruning or were you pruned against 
your will? What would it look like for 
you to actively seek out the chance to 
partner with God in pruning your life? 

(continues on back)
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