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The Busy Church: The letter to busy people (Part 1)
Revelation 2:1-7
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

Write this to the angel of the church in Ephesus:

The One who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden 
lampstands says this: “I know what you do, how you work hard and never give up. I know you 
do not put up with the false teachings of evil people. You have tested those who say they are 
apostles but really are not, and you found they are liars. You have patience and have suffered 
troubles for my name and have not given up.

But I have this against you: You have left the love you had in the beginning. So remember where 
you were before you fell. Change your hearts and do what you did at first. If you do not change, 
I will come to you and will take away your lampstand from its place. But there is something you 
do that is right: You hate what the Nicolaitans do, as much as I.”

Every person who has ears should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. To those who win 
the victory I will give the right to eat the fruit from the tree of life, which is in the garden of God. 
 Revelation 2:1-7 (NCV)

1. You keep Jesus first in your life when you  

keep __________________________ to Him.
Write this to the angel of the church in Ephesus: The One who holds the seven stars in his right 

hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands [that’s Jesus] says this: Verse 1

My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. John 10:27 (NLT)

God blesses the one who reads the words of this prophecy to the church, and he blesses all who 
listen to its message and obey what it says, for the time is near. Revelation 1:3 (NLT)

Listen closely, Israel, and be careful to obey. Then all will go well with you, and you will have 
many children in the land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your 
ancestors, promised you. Deuteronomy 6:3 (NLT)

But my people have not listened to me or even tried to hear. They have been stubborn and 
sinful—even worse than their ancestors. Jeremiah 7:26 (NLT)

Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, and 
slow to get angry.  James 1:19 (NLT)

Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
 Matthew 4:4 (NIV84)

The teachings of the LORD are perfect; they give new strength. The rules of the LORD can be 
trusted; they make plain people wise. The orders of the LORD are right; they make people happy. 
The commands of the LORD are pure; they light up the way. Psalm 19:7-8 (NCV)

Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, and 
slow to get angry.  James 1:19 (NLT)

This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy. Listen to him. Matthew 17:5 (NLT)

2. You keep Jesus first in your life when you  

don’t hide behind a ______________ Christian life.
I know what you do, how you work hard and never give up. I know you do not put up with the 

false teachings of evil people. You have tested those who say they are apostles but really are 
not, and you found they are liars. You have patience and have suffered troubles for my name 
and have not given up. Verses 2-3

…Martha welcomed [Jesus] into her home. Her sister, Mary, sat at the Lord’s feet, listening to 
what He taught. But Martha was distracted by the big dinner she was preparing. She came to 
Jesus and said, “Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair to you that my sister just sits here while I do all the 
work? Tell her to come and help me.”

But the Lord said to her, “My dear Martha, you’re worried and upset over all these details! There’s 
only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has discovered it, and it will not be taken 
away from her.” Luke 10:38-42 (NLT)



Memory Verse
Whatever you do,work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men...

It is the Lord Christ you are serving.  Colossians 3:24-25 (NIV)

Daily Meditations July 6/7, 2013

Monday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse. 
Review the sermon outline and read through all the verses. Through which verses 

did God speak to you? Spend time meditating on the verses. What do you sense 
God saying to you?

From the sermon, how do you listen to Jesus?

How might you be hiding behind a busy Christian life?

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Genesis 1:1; John 1:1, 14; Ephesians 5:23, and Colossians 1:15-18.

Who is the Creator of everything?

Who is the Word?

Who is the Head of the Church? By what authority?

Who is the head of your life—you or your Creator?

In what areas have you allowed God authority over your life? In what areas have you 
kept Him from reigning? 

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read John 10:30-33; 12:45; 14:1-11 and Hebrews 1:3.

Who does Jesus say He is?

How can you know what God is like?

Why is it important to know who Jesus is?

Who do you say Jesus is? Why?

 

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Revelation 1:1-3. To whom did God promise a special blessing?

Read Revelation 2:1-7. Who holds the seven golden stars in His right hand?

For what was the church commended?

What was held against the church? Why?

What two things were they asked to do?

What warnings and encouragement are mentioned?

Friday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
 Read Psalm 119:33-40.

What does the psalmist ask of the Lord?

How do these requests reflect his value of God’s Word?

How can studying God’s Word increase your love for the Lord?

Pray these verses back to the Lord, asking for a renewed love for God and His Word.

 

Personal Reflection & Application
In what area of your life will you choose to be less busy and spend more time 

listening to God through His Word?

Reaching Out
Invite a friend to church this week.

(continues on back)


	keep: 
	dont hide behind a: 


