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The Busy Church: The letter to busy people (Part 2)
Revelation 2:1-7
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

Write this to the angel of the church in Ephesus:

The One who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden 
lampstands says this:  I know what you do, how you work hard and never give up. I know you 
do not put up with the false teachings of evil people. You have tested those who say they are 
apostles but really are not, and you found they are liars. You have patience and have suffered 
troubles for my name and have not given up.

But I have this against you: You have left the love you had in the beginning. So remember where 
you were before you fell. Change your hearts and do what you did at first. If you do not change, 
I will come to you and will take away your lampstand from its place. But there is something you 
do that is right: You hate what the Nicolaitans do, as much as I.

Every person who has ears should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. To those who win 
the victory I will give the right to eat the fruit from the tree of life, which is in the garden of God. 
 Revelation 2:1-7 (NCV)

Four ways to keep your love for Jesus alive

1. You keep your intimacy with Jesus alive and well when you keep 

________ to Him.

Write this to the angel of the church in Ephesus:

The One who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden 
lampstands (that’s Jesus) says this... (verse 1)

This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy. Listen to him.  
                                                                                                       Matthew 17:5 (NLT)       

Everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord.  Philippians 3 (NLT)

 2. You keep your intimacy for Jesus alive and well when you don’t 

hide behind a _____ Christian life.

I know what you do, how you work hard and never give up. I know you do not put up with the 
false teachings of evil people. You have tested those who say they are apostles but really are 

not, and you found they are liars. You have patience and have suffered troubles for my name 
and have not given up. (verses 2-3)

 3. You keep your intimacy with Jesus alive and well when you 

_________ that your first love is Jesus.

 But I have this against you: You have left the love you had in the beginning.  So remember where 
you were before you fell. (verses 4-5)

 4. You keep your intimacy with Jesus alive and well when you take 

__________ to keep Jesus first in your life.

So remember where you were before you fell. Change your hearts and do what you did at first.  
 (verse 5)

Action step 1:

Repent of any sin in your life

Change your heart…

Now repent of your sins and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped away. Then times of 
refreshment will come from the presence of the Lord… Acts 3:19-20 (NLT)

Action step 2:

Repeat the things you used to do.

Change your hearts and do what you did at first


