
The purpose of the church is to bring glory to God.

Love God • Love People • Make Disciples

Worship - lifting up the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
Connect - living in community, loving and supporting one another
Grow - equipping believers to live in obedience to God’s Word
Serve - helping people discover and use their God-given talents
Reach - transforming lives and communities with the good news of Jesus Christ

Our Purpose
why we exist

Our Mission
what we do

Our Core Values
how we do it

Church Address:  4040 Tully Road
  Modesto, CA 95356

Phone Number:  209.577.1604

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
  Friday - Sunday: Closed

Website:  www.bigvalleygrace.org

Contact Information

July 20/21
River Baptisms 
This Sunday, July 21, 4 p.m.  
Stanislaus River
Several who have put their faith 
in Christ wish to acknowledge this 

decision publicly and follow Christ’s example and command to be baptized. 
Please join them at the Stanislaus River on Sunday, July 21, at 4 p.m. 

The address is: 2601 Ladd 
Road, located between 
American and Dale Roads, 
on Ladd (2nd driveway west 
of American). Balloons will 
mark the spot where you 
turn off Ladd Road to enter 
the property that leads to the 
river. 

If you wish to be baptized at 
Big Valley Grace, you must 
attend a one-session baptism 
class.  To learn more, call 577.1604.



The Letter to the Suffering Church (Part 1)
Revelation 2:8-11
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: 

These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. I 
know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know the slander of those who say 
they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do not be afraid of what you are 
about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer 
persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not 
be hurt at all by the second death.   Revelation 2:8-11 (NIV)

Two Truths for those who are suffering...

First Truth

When you are suffering, Jesus says, “__________________________.”

 I know your afflictions and your poverty… (verse 9)

_________________________ about all the pain, sorrow, suffering and hurt 
that happens in your life.

Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. 

Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes...  Hebrews 4:13 (NLT)

Our Lord is great and very powerful. There is no limit to what he knows.  Psalm 147:5 (NCV)

Two sparrows cost only a penny, but not even one of them can die without your Father’s knowing 
it. God even knows how many hairs are on your head.  Matthew 10:29-30 (NCV)

You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother’s womb.  
Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is marvelous—how well 
I know it. You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in 
the dark of the womb. You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your 
book. Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed.          Psalm 139:13-16 (NLT)

O God, you know how foolish I am; my sins cannot be hidden from you.  Psalm 69:5 (NLT)

The Lord sees everything you do, and he watches where you go.  Proverbs 5:21 (NCV)

________________________about all the pain, sorrow, suffering and hurt 
that happens in your life.

I will be glad and rejoice in your unfailing love, for you have seen my troubles, and you care about 
the anguish of my soul.  Psalm 31:7 (NLT)

You (that’s God) keep track of all my sorrows. You have collected all my tears in your bottle. You 
have recorded each one in your book.  Psalm 56:8 (NLT)

The Lord is like a father to his children,tender and compassionate to those who fear him. For God 
knows how weak we are; He remembers we are only dust.  Psalm 103:13-14 (NLT)

Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.  1 Peter 5:7 (NLT)

Second Truth

When you are suffering, Jesus says,  “___________________________.”

Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. (verse 10)

Lord, I have so many enemies; so many are against me. So many are saying, “God will never 
rescue him!” But you, O Lord, are a shield around me;  you are my glory, the one who holds 
my head high. I cried out to the Lord, and he answered me from his holy mountain. I lay down 
and slept, yet I woke up in safety,  for the Lord was watching over me. I am not afraid of ten 
thousand enemies who surround me on every side.  Arise, O Lord! Rescue me, my God! Slap all 
my enemies in the face! Shatter the teeth of the wicked! Victory comes from you, O Lord. May 
you bless your people. Psalm 3:1-8 (NLT)

The Lord is my shepherd; I have everything I need. He lets me rest in fields of green grass and leads 
me to quiet pools of fresh water. He gives me new strength.  He guides me in the right paths, as 
he has promised.  Even if I go through the deepest darkness, I will not be afraid, Lord,  for you are 
with me. Your shepherd’s rod and staff protect me. Psalms 23 (GNT)


