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The Letter to the Confused Church 
Revelation 2:12-17
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

To the angel of the church in Pergamum write:

These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. I know where you live—
where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in 
me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city—where 
Satan lives. [This must be a fun place to live.] Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You 
have people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites 
to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality. Likewise you also 
have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon 
come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will 
give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on 
it, known only to him who receives it. Revelation 2:12-17 (NIV)

1. You clear up confusion when you ____________________ and 

_______________ the authority of God’s Truth (God’s Word).
These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. Verse 12

Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword 
of my mouth. Verse 16

He held seven stars in his right hand, and a sharp two-edged sword came from his mouth. 
 Revelation 1:16 (NLT)

From his mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the nations. Revelation 19:15 (NLT)

Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you 
want? “ 

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.

“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) When Jesus said, “I 
am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. John 18:4-6 (NIV)

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. After fasting forty days 
and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, 
tell these stones to become bread.” Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread 
alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If 
you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: ‘He will command his 
angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your 
foot against a stone.’” 

Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the devil 
took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” Jesus said to 
him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’”

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.  Matthew 4:1-11 (NIV)

For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, 
cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts 
and desires. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before 
his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are accountable. Hebrews 4:12-13 (NLT)

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what 
is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God 
uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT)

2. You clear up confusion when you recognize the _______________ 

and __________________ of Satan’s ____________.
Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the teaching 

of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and 
by committing sexual immorality. Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of the 
Nicolaitans.  Verse 14-15

And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him. Let 
your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow 
strong in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness. Don’t let anyone 
capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that come from human 
thinking and from the spiritual powers of this world, rather than from Christ. 
 Colossians 2:6-8 (NLT)

6 powerful and dangerous worldviews (lies)

• ______________________________
Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the 

abundance of his possessions. Luke 12:15 (NIV)

 • ______________________________
Those who want to save their lives will give up true life, and those who give up their lives for me 

will have true life. Matthew 16:25 (NCV)

• ______________________________
I said to myself, “Come on, let’s try pleasure. Let’s look for the ‘good things’ in life.” But I found that 

this, too, was meaningless.  Ecclesiastes 2:1 (NLT)

• ______________________________
There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death. Proverbs 14:12 (NIV)

• ______________________________
For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine 

nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are 
without excuse. Romans 1:20 (NIV)

• ______________________________
 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than 

the Creator… Romans 1:25 (NIV)



Memory Verse
Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense 

that come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of this world, rather 
that from Christ. Colossians 2:8 (NLT)

Daily Meditations August 3/4, 2013

Monday - Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Review the sermon outline and read through all the verses. Through which verses 

did God speak to you? Spend time meditating on the verses. What do you sense 
God saying to you?

From the sermon, which of the six worldviews do you struggle with the most? What 
can you do to alleviate this struggle from your life? 

Tuesday - Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Revelation 2:12-17. How is the church of Pergamum described? Why?

For what does the Lord commend this church?

What does Jesus have against the church?

What does He ask them to do? Why?

What is promised to the victorious ones?

Wednesday - Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Ephesians 6:17; 2 Timothy 2:15; Hebrews 4:12 and Revelation 2:12. What does it 

mean to have the sharp doubled-edged sword? 

What do these verses say about the Word of God?

What does 2 Timothy 3:16-17 say about Scripture?

What is the responsibility of the believer to the Word of God according to Titus 1:9? 

Thursday - Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Psalm 1 and contrast those who follow God’s Word with those who do not.

How do you show your love of God’s Word? 

Is it your habit to study God’s Word daily? 

In what practical ways have you seen God’s Word renew your mind and life?  
See Romans 12:1-2.

Friday - Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Psalm 139:1-12, 2 Timothy 2:19, 2 Peter 2:9 and Revelation 2:13. How does God 

know your works and where you live?

How does it make you feel that God knows where you live? 

How is it comforting or discomforting that God knows the condition of your faith? 

What convicts you about God knowing your heart and your circumstances?

How are you encouraged that God knows your heart and your circumstances?

Personal Reflection & Application
How might you be allowing the infiltration of evil practices—things not of God or 

His ways—into your mind and life?

How do you deal with the immorality around you that may be tempting you?

How would our culture be different if believers spoke boldly to those who are 
compromising their faith with other worldviews?

Reaching Out
Speak out boldly to someone who doesn’t believe God.
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