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The Letter to the Confused Church, Part 2
Revelation 2:12-17
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

To the angel of the church in Pergamum write:

These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. I know where you live—
where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in 
me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your city—where 
Satan lives. Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to 
the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed 
to idols and by committing sexual immorality. Likewise you also have those who hold to the 
teaching of the Nicolaitans. Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight 
against them with the sword of my mouth.

 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I 
will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written 
on it, known only to him who receives it. Revelation 2:12-17 (NIV)

1. You clear up confusion when you respect and honor the 

__________________________ of God’s Truth (God’s Word).
These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. Verse 12

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what 
is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God 
uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT)

Practical ways to respect and honor God’s Truth

• ___________________________ God’s Truth.
For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving 

everyone who believes… Romans 1:16 (NLT)

• ___________________________ God’s Truth.
But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling 

yourselves. James 1:22 (NLT)

• ___________________________ for God’s Truth.
For we cannot oppose the truth, but must always stand for the truth. 2 Corinthians 13:8 (NLT)

• ___________________________ about God’s Truth.
But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe 

in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone 
tells them? Romans 10:14 (NLT)

2. You clear up confusion when you _______________________ the 

power and danger of Satan’s lies.
Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the teaching 

of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and 
by committing sexual immorality. Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of the 
Nicolaitans.  Verse 14-15

3. You clear up confusion when you ___________________ of the sin 

of embracing false teachings or teachers. 
Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword 

of my mouth. Verse 16

4. You clear up confusion when you understand how 

_______________________ you are to God. 
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will 

give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on 
it, known only to him who receives it. Verse 17



Memory Verse
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  John 10:27

Daily Meditations August 10/11, 2013

Monday - Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Proverbs 2:1-10. Where does wisdom come from?

What else comes from His mouth?

Besides victory, what is in store for the upright?

How are the upright described?

Describe the process involved in learning and growing in spiritual wisdom.

What has been the most helpful tool for you to gain wisdom?

Tuesday - Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Proverbs 2:12-22. What will wisdom save you from?

List characteristics of the unwise.

If you have fallen into unwise ways, take time to admit it to God and repent. Ask God 
for forgiveness and strength to resist temptations.

How has knowing God’s Word saved you from something that had the potential to 
harm you?

Spend time thanking God for His wisdom.

Wednesday - Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read James 3:13-16. What does it mean to be wise?

How can you identify a wise person?

How is earthly wisdom described?

Where do envy and selfish ambition reside? What results from envy and selfish 
ambition?

Who do you know to be wise and understanding? What traits do they exhibit that 
make you think of them as wise?

Thursday - Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read James 3:17-18. What is the source of wisdom?

How is heavenly wisdom described?

What does heavenly wisdom produce?

Give an example of sowing in peace.

In what situation can you be the one to bring some wisdom from above?

Friday - Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 2 Corinthians 6:14-18. What are you to do when you find yourself in a 

compromising situation? 

Through which verses did God speak to you in this weeks study? Spend time 
meditating on the verses. What do you sense God saying to you?

Personal Reflection & Application
How can spiritual wisdom help you discern false teachings and teachers?

What adjustments can you make to spend more time in God’s Word to gain spiritual 
wisdom?

(continues on back)
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