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The Letter to the Dying Church, Part 1
Revelation 3:1-7
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

To the angel of the church in Sardis write: 

These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I know your 
deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. Wake up! Strengthen what 
remains and is about to die, for I have not found your deeds complete in the sight of my God. 
Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. But if you do not 
wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you. 

Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with me, 
dressed in white, for they are worthy. He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I 
will never blot out his name from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name before my 
Father and his angels. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  
 Revelation 3:1-7 (NIV)

What caused this church to die?

1. The church at Sardis died because the people  

weren’t feeding on the _________________________.

You die spiritually when you aren’t feeding on the _____________________.
Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. Verse 3

People do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
 Matthew 4:4 (NLT)

But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you’re only fooling 
yourselves. For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it’s like glancing at your face in a mirror. 
You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. But if you look carefully into the 
perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then 
God will bless you for doing it. If you claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue, you are 
fooling yourself, and your religion is worthless. James 1:22-26 (NLT)

This is what the LORD says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask 
where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls. But you said, ‘We will 
not walk in it.’” Jeremiah 6:16 (NIV)

2. The church at Sardis died because the people 

 messed around with ____________.

You die spiritually when you mess around with _____________.
Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. Verse 4

Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means caring for orphans and widows in 
their distress and refusing to let the world corrupt you. James 1:27 (NLT)

Dear friends, I warn you as “temporary residents and foreigners” to keep away from worldly 
desires that wage war against your very souls. Be careful to live properly among your 
unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your 
honorable behavior, and they will give honor to God when he judges the world.  
 1 Peter 2:11-12 (NLT)

3. The church at Sardis died because the people  

couldn’t recognize their own ______________________________

__________________.

You die spiritually when you don’t recognize your own __________________

___________________________.
I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. Verse 1

Then she called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” He awoke from his sleep and thought, 
“I’ll go out as before and shake myself free.” But he did not know that the LORD had left him.  
 Judges 16:20 (NIV)

Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that 
Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test? 2 Corinthians 13:5 (NIV)

Let us examine our ways and test them, and let us return to the LORD. Lamentations 3:40 (NIV)



Memory Verse
Dear children, keep away from anything that might take God’s place in your hearts. 

 1 John 5:21 (NLT)

Daily Meditations August 24/25, 2013

Monday - Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 1 John 1:1-10. How is fellowship made possible?

Describe a person who walks in the light.

Describe a person who thinks they don’t sin.

What makes fellowship with God a joy?

Tuesday - Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 1 John 2:1-29. What things identify a person who knows God?

What warnings are given in verses 15-17?

How is a liar described?

How do you know when you hear lies?

How can you avoid being led astray?

Wednesday - Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 1 John 3:1-24. As a result of God’s great love, what title is given to the believer?

What is said about sin in verses 4-9?

Why did Jesus come to earth? See also John 1:29, 1 Peter 1:18-20 and 1 John 2:2.

What instructions are given regarding love? How did Jesus demonstrate His love?

How do you know God lives/abides in you?

Thursday - Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 1 John 4:1-6. What is meant by test the spirits? How can you tell the difference 

between what is true from what is false?

What promises are given in verse 4?

When do you need the assurance that you have all you need to overcome evil?

Read 1 John 4:7-21. List the truths we are given about love. 

Contrast these truths with what our culture says about love.

Identify one truth about love that stands out to you, and explain how you will apply 
it in your life.

Friday - Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 1 John 5:1-21. How is a child of God defined? What is asked of the child of God?

What benefits does a child of God have for living in this world?

What is the confidence a believer has in approaching God? 

In what area of life has God helped you to be an overcomer?

Personal Reflection & Application
How has this study helped you to know and understand the character of God?

What might be taking God’s place in your heart?

Reaching Out
Demonstrate God’s love to someone this week.

(continues on back)


	werent feeding on the: 
	You die spiritually when you arent feeding on the: 
	messed around with: 
	You die spiritually when you mess around with: 
	couldnt recognize their own: 
	undefined: 
	You die spiritually when you dont recognize your own: 
	undefined_2: 


