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The Letter to the Growing Church, Part 1
Revelation 3:7-13
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 

These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no 
one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. I know your deeds. See, I have placed before 
you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept 
my word and have not denied my name. I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, 
who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars—I will make them come and fall down 
at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you. Since you have kept my command to 
endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole 
world to test those who live on the earth. I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that 
no one will take your crown. Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. 
Never again will he leave it. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city 
of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will 
also write on him my new name. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.  Revelation 3:7-13 (NIV)

 

Signs of a Healthy Church

1. A healthy church has an open door to SERVE the Lord  

and REACH the lost.
These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no 

one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open… See, I have placed before you an open door 
that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength… Verses 7-8

Upon arriving in Antioch, they called the church together and reported everything God had done 
through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles, too. Acts 14:27 (NLT)

I will be staying here at Ephesus until the Festival of Pentecost. There is a wide-open door for a 
great work here, although many oppose me. 1 Corinthians 16:8-9 (NLT)

When I came to the city of Troas to preach the Good News of Christ, the Lord opened a door of 
opportunity for me. 2 Corinthians 2:12 (NLT)

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may 
open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in 
chains. Colossians 4:2-3 (NIV)

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost. Luke 19:10 (NIV)

As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. John 17:18 (NIV)

He [Jesus] said to them [His followers], “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all 
creation.” Mark 16:15 (NIV)

Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given 
you. Matthew 28:19-20 (NLT)

2. A healthy church relies on GOD’S STRENGTH for everything.
See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut.  I know that you have little 

strength… Verse 8

For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
man’s strength. 1 Corinthians 1:25 (NIV)

To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was 
given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with 
the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power 
is made perfect in weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 (NIV)

I can do everything through him who gives me strength. Philippians 4:13 (NIV)

“To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One.  Lift your eyes and 
look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one, and 
calls them each by name. Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is 
missing. Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD; 
my cause is disregarded by my God?” Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the 
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his 
understanding no one can fathom. He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of 
the weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who 
hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and 
not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.  Isaiah 40:25-31 (NIV)

Unless the LORD builds a house, the work of the builders is wasted. Unless the LORD protects a 
city, guarding it with sentries will do no good. Psalm 127:1 (NLT)

3. A healthy church keeps the WORD OF GOD central to everything.
See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little 

strength, yet you have kept my word… Verse 8

4. A healthy church loves the NAME OF JESUS above all other 

names.
See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little 

strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. Verse 8



Memory Verse
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 Matthew 5:6 (NIV)

Daily Meditations September 7/8, 2013

Monday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Review the sermon outline and read through all the verses. What verse stood out to 

you? What might God be saying to you through that verse?

In what ways are you involved in reaching the lost?

Are you currently serving in a ministry at church? If not, list some of the ministries 
that interest you. 

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Revelation 3:7-8, Acts 16:6-7. How many times did the Holy Spirit close the door 

to Paul?

What was Paul’s response?

How do you respond when God closes a door in your life?

What insight did you receive from the passage in Revelation?

Write about a time when you chose to trust God even though doors kept closing.

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Acts 16:8-15. What door was opened to Paul?

What was the outcome of Paul walking through God’s open door?

What blessings have you received from walking through God’s open door?

Are there open doors in your life in which you need to trust God? 

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Revelation 3:8, Jeremiah 29:11, John 10:14 and John 5:42.
What phrase is repeated? What did God know about the church in Philadelphia?

What does God know about you? 

Read 2 Timothy 1:12, Job 19:25 and Job 42:1-2. What do you know about God?

How does your knowledge of God affect your faith in Him?

Friday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Habakkuk 3:19, Psalm 28:8, Psalm 68:35, Exodus 15:2 and Philippians 4:13.
Where are you looking for strength? Where should you look for strength? 

Read Isaiah 40:28-31. What are some ways your strength can be renewed? 

How have you been able to see God’s strength/power displayed in your life? 

Read 2 Corinthians 12:9. Why do you think God’s power is made perfect in our 
weakness? 

Personal Reflection & Application
Reflect on how God knows, directs and strengthens His children. How does this 

knowledge increase your faith in Jesus? 

Reaching Out
Find a place where you would like to serve. 

(continues on back)


