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The Letter to the Complacent Church, Part 1
Revelation 3:14-23
Pastor Rick Countryman

Sermon Notes

Write this letter to the angel of the church in Laodicea. This is the message from the one who is 
the Amen—the faithful and true witness, the beginning[a] of God’s new creation:

I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I wish that you were one or the 
other! But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my 
mouth! You say, “I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing!” And you don’t realize 
that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked. So I advise you to buy gold 
from me—gold that has been purified by fire. Then you will be rich. Also buy white garments 
from me so you will not be shamed by your nakedness, and ointment for your eyes so you 
will be able to see. I correct and discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from your 
indifference.

Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in, and 
we will share a meal together as friends. Those who are victorious will sit with me on my throne, 
just as I was victorious and sat with my Father on his throne.

Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the 
churches. Revelation 3:14-23 (NLT)

2 Conditions that Make God Sick

1. COMPROMISE
I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I wish that you were one or the 

other! But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my 
mouth!  Verses 15-16

So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise. 
 Ephesians 5:15 (NLT)

Who may worship in your sanctuary, LORD? Who may enter your presence on your holy hill? 
Those who lead blameless lives and do what is right, speaking the truth from sincere hearts. 
Those who refuse to gossip or harm their neighbors or speak evil of their friends. Those who 
despise flagrant sinners, and honor the faithful followers of the LORD, and keep their promises 
even when it hurts. Those who lend money without charging interest, and who cannot be 
bribed to lie about the innocent. Such people will stand firm forever. Psalm 15:1-5 (NLT)

People with integrity walk safely, but those who follow crooked paths will slip and fall. 
 Proverbs 10:9 (NLT)

Better to be poor and honest than to be dishonest and rich. Proverbs 28:6 (NLT)

2. PRIDE 
You say, “I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing!” And you don’t realize that you 

are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked. Verse 17

Pride leads to disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom. Proverbs 11:2 (NLT)

Pride goes before destruction, and haughtiness before a fall. Better to live humbly with the poor 
than to share plunder with the proud. Proverbs 16:18-19 (NLT)

Pride ends in humiliation, while humility brings honor. Proverbs 29:23 (NLT)

Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I give each of you this warning: Don’t 
think you are better than you really are. Romans 12:3 (NLT)

Let us not become conceited, or provoke one another, or be jealous of one another. 
 Galatians 5:26 (NLT)

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than 
yourselves. Philippians 2:3 (NIV)

2 Ways to Maintain Your Relationship with Jesus

1. Understand the TRUTH about yourself.
I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I wish that you were one or the 

other! But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my 
mouth! You say, “I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing!” And you don’t realize 
that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked.  Verses 15-17

For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. Romans 3:23 (NLT)

The payment for sin is death. Romans 6:23 (NCV)

Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins.  Ephesians 2:1 (NLT)

The human heart is the most deceitful of all things, and desperately wicked. Who really knows 
how bad it is? Jeremiah 17:9 (NLT)

All of us are dirty with sin. All the right things we have done are like filthy pieces of cloth. All of us 
are like dead leaves, and our sins, like the wind, have carried us away. Isaiah 64:6 (NCV)

2. Admit you have a DESPERATE NEED for Him.
You say, “I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing!” And you don’t realize that you 

are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked.  Verse 17

It is easier for a camel to gp through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom 
of God. Luke 18:25 (NIV)



Memory Verse
Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better 

than yourselves. Philippians 2:3 (NLT) 

Daily Meditations September 21/22, 2013

Monday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Review the sermon outline and read through the verses. What point stands out to 

you? Why?

Read Proverbs 30:20. Why is complacency so dangerous?

What are some areas of complacency in your life? 

Tuesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read 1 Kings 18:1-22. This passage is about the land of Israel and God’s chosen 

people, yet how many prophets of God are left?

Name some of the ways Obadiah and Elijah lived without compromise in a spiritually 
dead land.

How can you maintain a vibrant relationship with the Lord in a world of 
compromise?

Write about a time when you had to take a stand for what was right. What was the 
result?

Wednesday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Revelation 3:14-17, Colossians 2:1-4 and Colossians 4:15-16. 
Who besides the Colossians received Paul’s letter?

In Colossians 2:2-3, what does Paul say is his purpose?

How do the riches and hidden treasure Paul writes about differ from the riches of the 
Laodiceans in Revelation? 

How are you treasuring your relationship with God over worldly wealth?

Thursday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Proverbs 30:7-9. What did the writer ask from the Lord (verse 8)?

What reasons did he give for this request?

Why do you think it’s uncomfortable to ask only for daily bread? 

Friday – Begin the day in prayer; meditate on the memory verse.
Read Luke 18:18-23 and Mark 10:21. What did the young ruler ask Jesus?

Why do you think Jesus told him to sell everything he had?

What additional information do we learn in Mark 10:21? 

How did the man respond to Jesus’ instruction?

Is the love of security keeping you blind to what Jesus has for you? What are some 
ways you can put your assurance in the Lord?

Personal Reflection & Application
This week, pray Proverbs 30:7-9 for your life. What is God teaching you?

(continues on back)


