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The Autobiography of Paul 

Romans 1:1
               Pastor Rick Countryman

Key Passage: Romans 1:16-17 (ESV) 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it 
the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written,  
“The righteous shall live by faith.”   
 

Verse 1 
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 
gospel of God…

 
“Paul was God’s keynote speaker.”         -Dr. John MacArthur 
 

Paul was the product of 3 cultures.
 
•  Paul was a Hebrew by race and religion. 
     Philippians 3:4-6 (ESV) 
     …though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If  
     anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have 
     more:  circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the 
     tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;  
     as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the 
     law, blameless.

•  Paul was Greek by culture.    

•  Paul was a Roman citizen politically.  
     

What Paul wanted the Romans to know about him… 

1.  Paul was a servant of Jesus Christ.
    Verse 1
    Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus...

2.  Paul was called to be an apostle.
     Verse 1
     Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle…
“Apostle” means “one who is sent on an official duty or mission or task” 
and had 3 basic responsibilities:

• Apostles were used by God to lay the foundation for the church.
 Ephesians 2:19-20 (ESV)

• Apostles were used to receive, write and preach the Word of God.
 Ephesians 3:4-5 (NLT)

• Apostles were given the “sign gifts” as a way of confirming that they 
       really were sent from God.
 2 Corinthians 12:12 (NLT)

3.  Paul was set apart to share the gospel.
     Verse 1
     Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle,
     set apart for the gospel of God…

The word “gospel” means “Good News.”


