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Romans 1:8-16
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Romans 1:8-16 (NLT)
First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith 
is proclaimed in all the world.  For God is my witness, whom I serve with my 
spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you  always in 
my prayers, asking that somehow by God’s will I may now at last succeed in 
coming to you.  For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual 
gift to strengthen you— that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by 
each other’s faith, both yours and mine.  I do not want you to be unaware, 
brothers, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been 
prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among you as well as 
among the rest of the Gentiles.  I am under obligation both to Greeks and to 
barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish.  So I am eager to preach the 
gospel to you also who are in Rome.   For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek.

How did Paul live a life of impact? 

1.  Paul was a thankful person.     
Verse 8
First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is 
proclaimed in all the world.
Colossians 3:15 (NIV)
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.
Colossians 4:2 (NIV)
Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.
Hebrews 12:28 (NIV)
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken,
let us be thankful…

2.  Paul was a prayerful person.
Verses 9-10
For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his 
Son, that without ceasing I mention you always in my prayers, asking that 
somehow by God’s will I may now at last succeed in coming to you.
James 5:16 (NIV)
The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.

Ephesians 6:18—Pray at all times…
Philippians 4:6-7—…Present your request to God…
1 Thessalonians 5:17-18—Pray without ceasing…
1 Timothy 2:8—I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands and pray…
Luke 5:16—But Jesus often withdrew to a lonely place and prayed…

3.  Paul was a caring person.
Verse 11
For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to 
strengthen you... 
I Thessalonians 2:7-8 (NLT)
 As apostles of Christ we certainly had a right to make some demands of 
you, but instead we were like children among you. Or we were like a mother 
feeding and caring for her own children.  We loved you so much that we 
shared with you not only God’s Good News but our own lives, too. 

“People don’t care about what you know, until they know that you care.”

4.  Paul was a humble person.
Verses 11-12
For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to 
strengthen you— that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each 
other’s faith, both yours and mine.


