
NEWS & UPDATES: 

HIGHLIGHTED MISSIONARY 
City Ministry Network
City Ministry Network (CMN) strives to be a catalyst in 
inspiring, connecting and mobilizing people toward good 
work in the transformation of Modesto’s neighborhoods. 
CMN aims to strengthen faith-based community 
development ministry approaches within our city. 
Please be praying for CMN to bring together city 
and county government leaders, business leaders, 
faith leaders, and non-profi t leaders to collaborate on 
initiatives, strategies and campaigns for the betterment of 
our community. For more information visit: bvg.org/reach

CHRISTMAS BAKERS NEEDED || DEC 19
Do you enjoy baking? Big Valley Grace needs you! Thousands of cookies are 
handed out during Christmas services, and volunteer bakers are needed to 
drop off  baked goodies in the Fireside Room from 8:30am–noon on Thursday, 
December 19. Contact LoriM@bvg.org with any questions.

JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM ACTORS NEEDED
Are you a great storyteller or do you enjoy acting? Then we need you for 
Journey to Bethlehem! We have many roles available for all services, so if 
you’re interested, please contact LisaD@bvg.org

GRIEFSHARE || JAN 12–APR 5 || 11AM
This class is designed for those grieving the loss of a loved one. You may have 
experienced loss that feels too hard to bear. Whether it has been a few days or 
many years since your loss, we welcome you to join our class where you will be 
walked through each stage of grief by a caring group of people who know what 
you’re going through. You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone. 
Visit bvg.org/griefshare

*CHRISTMAS INVITATIONS, POSTCARDS, POSTERS || KIOSK
Christmas season is a great time to invite someone you know to one of 
Big Valley Grace’s Christmas gatherings. We have provided multiple ways to 
invite a neighbor, friend, family member, or coworker. Visit the Welcome Center 
or the kiosks today and grab some invitations, postcards and posters! We look 
forward to how God is going to work during Christmas at Big Valley Grace. 

*Today at the Ministry Wall in the lobby

BAPTISMS || JANUARY 25/26, 2020
Big Valley Grace Community Church practices baptism by immersion, which 
best represents the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus (Romans 6:1–5) 
and symbolizes the burial of the old self and the emerging of a “new creation” 
in our own lives as we seek to walk and grow with Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). If 
you are a follower of Christ and would like to be baptized, 
contact ChelyA@bvg.org

FEATUREDEVENTS

CHRISTMAS AT BIG VALLEY GRACE
DECEMBER 19, 20, 21, 22
Celebrate with us during this uplifting music production, 
followed by a Gospel message from Pastor Rick Countryman. 
Interactive programs about the birth of Jesus for children 
preschool through 6th grade. This is a great opportunity to 
introduce a friend or family member to Christ! 
bvg.org/christmas

JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM
DECEMBER 19, 20, 21, 22
We have something really special planned for your kids, so 
bring the whole family! Preschool–Kindergarten and children 
grades 1–6 will learn about the birth of Jesus in an interactive 
experience. Games, crafts, snacks, and fun for all. 
bvg.org/christmas

CHRISTMAS EVE AT BIG VALLEY GRACE 
DECEMBER 24
Bring your whole family for a night of worship that will include 
Christmas carols, a short message, interactive moments with 
your family, and Christmas cookies for the kids! 
bvg.org/christmaseve

GUEST SPEAKER: KEN HAM  
JANUARY 11/12
We are honored to host Ken Ham, CEO and founder of 
Answers in Genesis and founder of the highly acclaimed 
Creation Museum and world-renowned Ark Encounter. 
Ken is a biblical apologist, who is passionate about the 
relevance and authority of God’s Word. He will be speaking 
on “Genesis and the State of the Culture” at our Weekend  

   Gatherings. Bring a friend! bvg.org/kenham

PARENT/CHILD DEDICATION
CLASS ON JAN 8 || DEDICATION ON JAN 18/19
Parent/Child Dedication is an opportunity for parents and the 
church family to present a child before the Lord and to commit 
to disciple the child in the Lord to the best of our ability. Class 
completion is required. bvg.org/parentchilddedication

Visit          for more informationbigvalleygrace.org/events

MESSAGENOTES
JESUS IS THE WORD OF GOD

December 7/8, 2019
Pastor Rick Countryman 

JOHN 1:1–3 (NIV)
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made.
JOHN 1:14a (NIV)
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.

3 THINGS THAT WE NEED TO REMEMBER 
DURING THIS TIME OF YEAR:

1. Remember: Jesus (the Word) is God!
JOHN 1:1 (NIV)
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.  
PHILIPPIANS 2:3-7a (NLT)
Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as 
better than yourselves. 4Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an 
interest in others, too. 5You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 
6Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling 
to. 7Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a 
slave and was born as a human being. 

2. Remember: Jesus (the Word) is eternal life!
JOHN 1:4a (NIV)
In him was life…

3. Remember: Jesus (the Word) is available to you right now!
JOHN 1:11–13 (NASB)
He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 12But as 
many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, 
even to those who believe in His name, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
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