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      SERMON NOTES   
Looks can be deceiving 

Romans 2:1-5
               Pastor Rick Countryman

Romans 2:1-5 (NLT)
You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as bad, and 
you have no excuse! When you say they are wicked and should be punished, 
you are condemning yourself, for you who judge others do these very same 
things.  And we know that God, in his justice, will punish anyone who does 
such things.  Since you judge others for doing these things, why do you think 
you can avoid God’s judgment when you do the same things?  Don’t you see 
how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with you? Does this mean 
nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to turn you from 
your sin?  But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you 
are storing up terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, 
when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.

Four characteristics of the self-righteous person 

1.  Self-righteous people can easily see other people’s sin, but not their 
own. 
Verse 1
You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as bad, and 
you have no excuse! When you say they are wicked and should be punished, 
you are condemning yourself, for you who judge others do these very same 
things.

Matthew 7:1-5 (NLT)
Do not judge others, and you will not be judged.  For you will be treated as 
you treat others. The standard you use in judging is the standard by which 
you will be judged.  “And why worry about a speck in your friend’s eye when 
you have a log in your own?  How can you think of saying to your friend, ‘Let 
me help you get rid of that speck in your eye,’ when you can’t see past the 
log in your own eye?  Hypocrite! First get rid of the log in your own eye; then 
you will see well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eye.

Ecclesiastes 12:14 (NIV)
For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, 
whether it is good or evil.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hebrews 4:13 (NIV)
Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight.  Everything is uncovered 
and laid bare before the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 

John 2:25 (NIV)
He did not need man’s testimony about man, for He knew what was in a 
man.

 
 
2.  Self-righteous people measure themselves against the wrong standard.  
Verse 2
And we know that God, in his justice, will punish anyone who does such 
things. 

1 Corinthians 4:3-4 (NIV)
I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do 
not even judge myself.  My conscience is clear, but that does not make me 
innocent. It is the Lord who judges me.

1 Samuel 16:7 (NIV)
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, 
for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. 
Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

3.  Self-righteous people think that God judges on a cosmic curve.
Verse 3
Since you judge others for doing these things, why do you think you can 
avoid God’s judgment when you do the same things?

4.  Self-righteous people misinterpret God’s common grace in their lives.
Verse 4
Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with you? 
Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended 
to turn you from your sin?


