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Romans 5:12-15 (NLT)
When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so 
death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.  13 Yes, people sinned even 
before the law was given. But it was not counted as sin because there was 
not yet any law to break.  14 Still, everyone died—from the time of Adam to the 
time of Moses—even those who did not disobey an explicit commandment 
of God, as Adam did. Now Adam is a symbol, a representation of Christ, 
who was yet to come. 15 But there is a great difference between Adam’s sin 
and God’s gracious gift. For the sin of this one man, Adam, brought death to 
many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift of forgiveness 
to many through this other man, Jesus Christ. 

How Jesus Replaced What Adam Erased

1. Adam is to blame for sin entering the human race. 
Verse 12 
When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so 
death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.
1 John 3:8  (NIV)
He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been 
sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to 
destroy the devil's work. 
Genesis 3:1-7 (NLT)
Psalm 51:5  (NIV)

2. Adam is also to blame for the consequence of sin, which was death. 
Verse 12 
When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so 
death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.

The Bible teaches 3 kinds of death:
•  Physical death
   Hebrews 9:27  (NIV)
   Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment…
   Ecclesiastes 8:8  (NIV)
•  Spritual death
•  Eternal death
   When you die physically and you're dead spiritually, you die eternally.
   John 5:24  (NLT)
    I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent    
    me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over   
    from death to life.

3. The consequence that sin brought was death, which spread to all 
people. 
Verse 12 
When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so 
death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.

4. History proves that death is universal and that all people are sinners.
Verses 13-14
…for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken 
into account when there is no law. Nevertheless, death reigned from 
the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin 
by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to 
come.

People are either “in Adam,” 
which means they are lost because their sins have never been forgiven,

or
they are “in Christ,” 

which means they are saved because God has cleansed their sin.


