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Romans 5:15-21 (NLT)
15 But there is a great difference between Adam’s sin and God’s gracious 
gift. For the sin of this one man, Adam, brought death to many. But even 
greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift of forgiveness to many 
through this other man, Jesus Christ. 16 And the result of God’s gracious gift 
is very different from the result of that one man’s sin. For Adam’s sin led to 
condemnation, but God’s free gift leads to our being made right with God, 
even though we are guilty of many sins. 17For the sin of this one man, Adam, 
caused death to rule over many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace 
and his gift of righteousness, for all who receive it will live in triumph over sin 
and death through this one man, Jesus Christ. 
18 Yes, Adam’s one sin brings condemnation for everyone, but Christ’s one 
act of righteousness brings a right relationship with God and new life for 
everyone. 19 Because one person disobeyed God, many became sinners. But 
because one other person obeyed God, many will be made righteous. 
20 God’s law was given so that all people could see how sinful they were. 
But as people sinned more and more, God’s wonderful grace became more 
abundant. 21 So just as sin ruled over all people and brought them to death, 
now God’s wonderful grace rules instead, giving us right standing with God 
and resulting in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Four Comparisons

1. Adam’s sin vs. God’s gift 
Verses 15-16 
But there is a great difference between Adam’s sin and God’s gracious 
gift… And the result of God’s gracious gift is very different from the result 
of that one man’s sin. For Adam’s sin led to condemnation, but God’s free 
gift leads to our being made right with God, even though we are guilty of 
many sins.

2. Death that Adam brought vs. Life that Jesus Christ brought 
Verse 17 
For the sin of this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many. But 
even greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift of righteousness, for 
all who receive it will live in triumph over sin and death through this one 
man, Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 15:21-22 (NIV)
For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes 
also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made 
alive.
Colossians 2:13 (NIV)
John 10:10 (NIV)

3. Condemnation that Adam’s disobedience brought vs. Justification that   
Jesus’ obedience brought 
Verses 18-19
Yes, Adam’s one sin brings condemnation for everyone, but Christ’s 
one act of righteousness brings a right relationship with God and new 
life for everyone. Because one person disobeyed God, many became 
sinners. But because one other person obeyed God, many will be made 
righteous. 

4. God’s law vs. God’s grace
Verse 20
God’s law was given so that all people could see how sinful they were. 
But as people sinned more and more, God’s wonderful grace became 
more abundant.
Galatians 3:24 (NIV84)


