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John 10:10 (NLT)
“The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give 
them (you) a rich and satisfying life." 
 
We as followers of Jesus have an enemy…
The serpent (Gen. 3:1, Rev. 12:9)  The tempter (1 Thess. 3:5)     
Satan (Job 1:6)        The evil one (1 John 5:19)                
The devil (Matt. 4:1)    The dragon (Rev. 12:3) 
Beelzebub (Matt. 12:24)      The accuser (Rev. 12:10)  
Liar, murderer (John 8:44) 
Prince of this world (John 12:31) 
God of this age (2 Cor. 4:4) 
The ruler of the kingdom of the air (Eph. 2:1-2)

Colossians 1:13 (NLT)
1 Peter 5:8 (NLT)

2 important Biblical Truths to always keep in mind  
when it comes to the enemy…

Important Truth #1: Jesus won the war over Satan and the demons.  
1 John 3:8b (NCV)  
The Son of God came for this purpose: to destroy the devil’s work.

 
Important Truth #2: The power that dealt the death blow to Satan and  
the demons lives within every true believer! 
1 John 4:4 (NCV) 
My dear children, you belong to God and have defeated them; because 
God’s Spirit, who is in you, is greater than the devil, who is in the world.

1. If you want to overcome the lesser life, you need to respect your enemy. 
Jude 9 (NLT)
But even Michael, one of the mightiest of the angels, did not dare accuse the 
devil of blasphemy, but simply said, “The Lord rebuke you!” (This took place 
when Michael was arguing with the devil about Moses’ body.)

 “It is a dangerous thing for God’s people to confront Satan directly and to 
argue with him, because he is much stronger than we are. If an archangel 
is careful about the way he deals with the devil, how much more cautious 
ought we to be!”    -Warren Weirsbe

2. If you want to overcome the lesser life, you need to pray.
Matthew 26:41 (NLT)
“Keep watch and pray, so that you will not give in to temptation.
For the spirit is willing, but the body is weak!”

3. If you want to overcome the lesser life, you need to be careful how  
you live.
Ephesians 5:15-17 (NLT)
So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are  
wise. 16 Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days.  17 Don’t  
act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to do.

4. If you want to overcome the lesser life, you need to be difficult.
James 4:7 (NLT)
So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
1 Peter 5:8-9 (NIV)

 You stand firm in your faith (resist the devil) when you engage  
 your Bible! 
 Proverbs 15:14 (NLT)
 A wise person is hungry for knowledge, while the fool feeds on trash.
   Proverbs 2:2-5 (NCV)

5. If you want to overcome the lesser life, you need to be in relationship 
with other Christians.
Ecclesiastes 4:9 (NLT)
Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed…

 1.   I need to have a healthy respect for my enemy!
 2.  I need to pray!
 3.  I need to be careful how I live!
 4.  I need to be difficult!
 5.  I need to be in relationship with other Christians!


