
Romans 8:5-11 (NIV84)
Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what 
that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have 
their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6The mind of sinful man is death, 
but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 7the sinful mind is 
hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8Those 
controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. 
9You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the 
Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he 
does not belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because 
of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11And if the Spirit of 
him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who 
lives in you.

What are some of the differences between a follower of Jesus  
and an unbeliever?

1. Christians have a different mindset than non-Christians.
Verse 5 
John 1:11-13 (NIV)

"As far as the spiritual life is concerned, God takes no consideration of 
gender, age, education, talent, class, race, or any other human distinctions. 
He differentiates people solely on the basis of their relationship to Him, and 
the difference is absolute. Obviously there are degrees in both categories. 
Some unsaved people exhibit high moral behavior, and, on the other hand 
many saints do not mind the things of God as obediently as they should. But 
every human being is completely in one spiritual sate of being or the other, 
he either belongs to God or he does not…A person is either forgiven and in 
the kingdom of God or unforgiven and in the kingdom of this world."   
      -Dr. MacArthur

Colossians 3:1-2 (NIV) 
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on 
things above, not on earthly things.

2. Christians have a different relationship with God than non-Christians.
Verse 6
Ephesians 2:1 (NLT) 
Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins
Romans 5:1-2 (NLT)
John 10:10 (NIV) 

3.  Christians have a different attitude towards God than non-Christians.
Verse 7
James 2:23 (NIV) 
And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was 
credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend.
Verse 8
Romans 8:8 (NIV84) 

4. Christians have the Holy Spirit living within them; non-Christians don’t.
Verses 9-10
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