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God Is In Control   

Romans 11
Pastor Rick Countryman

6 important things we learn in Romans 11 about God,  
the Jews, and us

1. God has not forgotten about Israel.
Verses 1-5
I ask then: Did God reject his people?  By no means!  I am an Israelite 
myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. 2God 
did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. Don’t you know what the 
Scripture says in the passage about Elijah —how he appealed to God 
against Israel: 3“Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your 
altars; I am the only one left, and they are trying to kill me”? 4And what 
was God’s answer to him? “I have reserved for myself seven thousand 
who have not bowed the knee to Baal.”  5So too, at the present time 
there is a remnant chosen by grace.

Isaiah 49:14-16 (NIV)

2. God is disciplining Israel.
Verse 7 
“God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes so that they could not see and 
ears so that they could not hear to this very day.”

Psalm 89:30-37 (NIV)

 
 

3. God is saving the Gentiles during this time of discipline.
Verse 11
Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at 
all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has come to the 
Gentiles...

Matthew 8:5-13 (NIV)
 

4. God is making the Jews jealous during this time of discipline.
Verse 11
Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at 
all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has come to the 
Gentiles to make Israel envious.

5. God is using the church (you and I) to share His message  
during this time of discipline.
Verse 13
I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles,  

I make much of my ministry…
Matthew 21:33-43 (NIV)
  

6. God will one day turn His attention back to the Jews. 
Verses 23-26
23 And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God 
is able to graft them in again. 24 After all, if you were cut out of an olive 
tree that is wild by nature, and contrary to nature were grafted into 
a cultivated olive tree, how much more readily will these, the natural 
branches, be grafted into their own olive tree! 25 I do not want you to 
be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you may not 
be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full 
number of the Gentiles has come in, 26 and in this way all Israel will be 
saved.


