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Romans 13:1-7 (NLT)
Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes from 
God, and those in positions of authority have been placed there by God.  
2 So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what God has 
instituted, and they will be punished. 3 For the authorities do not strike fear 
in people who are doing right, but in those who are doing wrong. Would 
you like to live without fear of the authorities? Do what is right, and they will 
honor you. 4 The authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good. But if you 
are doing wrong, of course you should be afraid, for they have the power to 
punish you. They are God’s servants, sent for the very purpose of punishing 
those who do what is wrong. 5 So you must submit to them, not only to avoid 
punishment, but also to keep a clear conscience.
6 Pay your taxes, too, for these same reasons. For government workers need 
to be paid. They are serving God in what they do. 7 Give to everyone what 
you owe them: Pay your taxes and government fees to those who collect 
them, and give respect and honor to those who are in authority.

I. 3 truths about the nature of government

1. Government is a part of God's divine plan for the world!
Verses 1-2

2. Government leaders are servants of God!
Verses 3-4 

3. Civil government is only temporary!
1 Corinthians 15:24 (NIV)

 

II. 4 truths about the purpose of government

1. The purpose of government is to protect human life!
Genesis 9:6 (NIV)

2. The purpose of government is to protect personal and property 
rights!
Exodus 20:14-17 (NIV)

3. The purpose of government is to handle disputes between people!
Deuteronomy 1:12-13 (NIV)

4.  The purpose of the government is to punish lawbreakers!
Verse 4
 

III. 6 truths about your responsibility and relationship  
to the government

1. You’re a citizen of two worlds!
Philippians 3:20 (NIV)
Ephesians 2:19 (NIV)

2. Your primary obedience is to God!
Acts 5:27-29 (NIV)

3. You’re to obey the laws whenever possible!
Titus 3:1 (NIV)

4 reasons Christians should obey the law

1. God’s the one who set up the government that made the laws
Romans 13:1 (NLT)

2. For your own good
Verse 3

3. To maintain a clear conscience
Verse 5

4. To maintain a good testimony
1 Peter 2:13-14 (NIV)

4. You’re to pay whatever tax the government requires!
Verse 6

5. You’re to influence the government for good!
Matthew 5:13-16 (NIV)

6. You’re to pray for your government officials!
1 Timothy 2:1-3 (NIV)


