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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU TAKE YOUR LAST BREATH?  

            Pastor Rick Countryman   

ECCLESIASTES 7:2 (NIV)
“…death is the destiny of every man; the living should take this to heart.”

MATHEW 25: 31-34, 41,46 (ESV)
“ 31 When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit upon his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered 
in his presence, and he will separate the people as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats. 33 He will place the sheep at his right hand 
and the goats at his left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for you from the creation of the world… 41 “Then he will say to those on 
his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels… 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, 
but the righteous into eternal life.”

LUKE 16:19-26 (NLT)
19 Jesus said, “There was a certain rich man who was splendidly clothed 
in purple and fine linen and who lived each day in luxury. 20 At his gate 
lay a poor man named Lazarus who was covered with sores. 21 As Lazarus 
lay there longing for scraps from the rich man’s table, the dogs would 
come and lick his open sores. 22 “Finally, the poor man died and was 
carried by the angels to sit beside Abraham at the heavenly banquet. 
The rich man also died and was buried, 23 and he went to the place of the 
dead. There, in torment, he saw Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus 
at his side. 24 “The rich man shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have some pity! 
Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue. I am in anguish in these flames.’ 25 “But Abraham said to him, 
‘Son, remember that during your lifetime you had everything you wanted, 
and Lazarus had nothing. So now he is here being comforted, and you 
are in anguish. 26 And besides, there is a great chasm separating us. No 
one can cross over to you from here, and no one can cross over to us 
from there.’ 

JOHN 5:24-29 (NLT)
24 “I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in God 
who sent me have eternal life. They will never be condemned for their 
sins, but they have already passed from death into life. 25 “And I assure 

you that the time is coming, indeed it’s here now, when the dead will hear 
my voice—the voice of the Son of God. And those who listen will live. 
26 The Father has life in himself, and he has granted that same life-giving 
power to his Son. 27 And he has given him authority to judge everyone 
because he is the Son of Man. 28 Don’t be so surprised! Indeed, the time 
is coming when all the dead in their graves will hear the voice of God’s 
Son, 29 and they will rise again. Those who have done good will rise to 
experience eternal life, and those who have continued in evil will rise to 
experience judgment.”

ONE MAJOR THOUGHT…

#1 − Where you end up after you die is determined by what you’ve 
done with Jesus Christ.
Verse 24
“I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in God 
who sent me have eternal life. They will never be condemned for their 
sins, but they have already passed from death into life. 
Verse 26
The Father has life in himself, and he has granted that same life-giving 
power to his Son.

HOW DO YOU PREPARE FOR ETERNITY?

#1 − Put your eternal future in the hands of Jesus Christ!
1 John 5:11-12(NIV)
11 “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in 
His Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son 
of God does not have life.” 

#2 − Invest your earthly life in God’s eternal kingdom work! 
Matthew 16:20-21 (NIV)
20 “But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and 
vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

ADDITIONAL NOTES

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                           


