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JOHN 10:1-16 (NASB)
1“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter by the door into the fold 
of the sheep, but climbs up some other way, he is a thief and a robber. 
2But he who enters by the door is a shepherd of the sheep. 3To him the 
doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he puts forth all his own, 
he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know 
his voice. 5A stranger they simply will not follow, but will flee from him, 
because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6This figure of speech 
Jesus spoke to them, but they did not understand what those things were 
which He had been saying to them. 7So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8All who came before Me 
are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. 9I am the door; 
if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and 
find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came 
that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 11I am the good shepherd; 
the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired 
hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the 
wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches 
them and scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand and is not 
concerned about the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd, and I know My 
own and My own know Me, 15even as the Father knows Me and I know 
the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep, 
which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My 
voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd.”

Jesus calls us (believers) sheep!

JOHN 21:15-17 (NASB)
15So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, 
son of John, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, 
Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My lambs.” 16He 
said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” 
He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, 
“Shepherd My sheep.” 17He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, 
do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third 
time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; 
You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Tend My sheep.”

A few thoughts about sheep...

1. Sheep are very vulnerable creatures!

2. Sheep need to be a part of a fold or flock!

1 PETER 5:8-9a (NLT)
8Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around 
like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. 9Stand firm against him, 
and be strong in your faith.
MATTHEW 10:16a (NASB)
“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves…”

3. Sheep can be easily influenced!

MATTHEW 7:15-20 (NASB)
15“Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16You will know them by their fruits. Grapes 
are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 17So 
every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18A 
good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good 
fruit. 19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 20So then, you will know them by their fruits.”

4. Sheep need a shepherd! 

MATTHEW 9:36 (NASB)
Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were 
distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd.
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