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JOHN 19:38-42 (NLT)
Afterward Joseph of Arimathea, who had been a secret disciple of Jesus 
(because he feared the Jewish leaders), asked Pilate for permission to 
take down Jesus’ body. When Pilate gave permission, Joseph came and 
took the body away. 39With him came Nicodemus, the man who had come 
to Jesus at night. He brought about seventy-five pounds  of perfumed 
ointment made from myrrh and aloes. 40Following Jewish burial custom, 
they wrapped Jesus’ body with the spices in long sheets of linen cloth. 
41The place of crucifixion was near a garden, where there was a new 
tomb, never used before. 42And so, because it was the day of preparation 
for the Jewish Passover and since the tomb was close at hand, they laid 
Jesus there.
JOHN 20:1-8 (NLT)
Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 
to the tomb and found that the stone had been rolled away from the 
entrance. 2She ran and found Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
whom Jesus loved. She said, “They have taken the Lord’s body out of the 
tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 3Peter and the other 
disciple started out for the tomb. 4They were both running, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He stooped and looked 
in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he didn’t go in. 6Then 
Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also noticed the linen wrappings 
lying there, 7while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was folded up 
and lying apart from the other wrappings. 8Then the disciple who had 
reached the tomb first also went in, and he saw and believed—

On the first Easter Sunday, instead of 
promises full of emptiness, God gave us 

emptiness that was full of promise.

#1: The empty cross promises forgiveness for all your sins. 
JOHN 19:38 (NLT)
Afterward Joseph of Arimathea, who had been a secret disciple of Jesus 
(because he feared the Jewish leaders), asked Pilate for permission to 
take down Jesus’ body. When Pilate gave permission, Joseph came and 
took the body away.   
HEBREWS 9:22b (ESV)
…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 

ROMANS 3:25a (NLT)
For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right 
with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his 
blood…
                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                     

#2: The empty clothes promise hope for those who stay close to 
God during those dark days.
JOHN 20:3-5 (NLT)
Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb. 4They were both 
running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
5He stooped and looked in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but 
he didn’t go in.  
                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                     

#3: The empty cave promises eternity (forever) to those who 
put their faith in the One who conquered death.
JOHN 20:1-2 (NLT)
Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 
to the tomb and found that the stone had been rolled away from the 
entrance. 2She ran and found Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
whom Jesus loved. She said, “They have taken the Lord’s body out of the 
tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 
1 JOHN 5:11-12 (NIV)
And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in 
his Son. 12He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of 
God does not have life. 
JOHN 11:23-26 (NIV)
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha answered, “I 
know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 25Jesus said 
to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, 
even though he dies; 26and whoever lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?”
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