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JESUS IS THE VINE, AND I AM A BRANCH! Pastor Rick Countryman
JOHN 15:1-6 (NLT)
“I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more. 3You have already
been pruned and purified by the message I have given you. 4Remain in
me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me.
5
Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and
I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.
6
Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown away like a useless branch
and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned.”
Chapter 1: Jesus is God!
Chapter 2: Jesus turns water into wine!
Chapter 3: Jesus talks with Nicodemus!
Chapter 4: Jesus talks with a woman at a well!
Chapter 5: Jesus heals a man at a pool!
Chapter 6: Jesus feeds 5000+ people!
Chapter 7: Jesus promises living water!
Chapter 8: Jesus talks with an adulteress woman!
Chapter 9: Jesus heals a blind man!
Chapter 10: Jesus is my shepherd!
Chapter 11: Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead!
Chapter 12: Jesus is anointed with perfume!
Chapter 13: Jesus washes the disciples’ feet!
Chapter 14: Jesus promises the Holy Spirit!
Chapter 15: Jesus is the vine, and I am the branch!

3 Fundamental Truths:
1. God created everything! (That includes you!)
GENESIS 1:1 (NIV)
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
2. God custom designs each person! (That includes you!)
PSALM 139:13-16 (NLT)
You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in
my mother’s womb. 14Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!

Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it. 15You watched me as
I was being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark
of the womb. 16You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every moment was laid out before a single day had
passed.
3. At the moment you surrendered your life over to Jesus, God gave
you a new identity!
2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 (NIV)
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone,
the new has come!
VERSE 5b (NLT)

My new identity...I am a branch!

1 Major Implication of Being a Branch:
1. A branch has to stay connected to the vine to produce fruit! A branch
(you) has to stay connected to the vine (Jesus) to bear fruit!
VERSES 4-6 (NLT)
How do I stay connected to Jesus?
1. Spend time in the Word of God!
(Read it! Study it! Meditate on it! And then live it!)
2. Spend time talking with God!
(Prayer!)
3. Spend time fellowshipping with the people of God!
(Church! Small group!)
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