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ROMANS 12:10 (NASB)
Be devoted…give preference to one another...
ROMANS 15:7a (NIV)
Accept one another.
1 CORINTHIANS 12:25b (KJV)
Care for one another.
GALATIANS 6:2a (NASB)
Bear one another’s burdens.
1 THESSALONIANS 5:11 (NASB)
Encourage and build up one another.
HEBREWS 10:24 (NASB)
Stimulate one another to love and good deeds.
JAMES 5:16 (NASB)
Confess your sins to one another and pray for one another
1 PETER 4:10b (ESV)
Serve one another.
1 JOHN 4:11b (NASB)
Love one another.

God wants us to be radically committed to one another!
1 PETER 2:1–3 (NLT)
So get rid of all evil behavior. Be done with all deceit, hypocrisy, jealousy, and all 
unkind speech. 2Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual milk so that 
you will grow into a full experience of salvation. Cry out for this nourishment,3now 
that you have had a taste of the Lord’s kindness.
2 PETER 3:17–18a (NIV)
…be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of the 
lawless and fall from your secure position. 18But grow in the grace and knowledge 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

So how do you “grow?”
How do you get to the “deep things” of God?

1. If you want to grow in your faith, you’ve got to give God the place of honor 
in your life! 
MARK 12:30 (NIV)
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength.”

MARK 6:33 (NIV)
“But seek fi rst his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.”
2. If you want to grow in your faith, you’ve got to be quick to confess and 
repent of your sins!
1 PETER 2:1–2a (NLT)
So get rid of all evil behavior.  Be done with all deceit, hypocrisy, jealousy, and 
all unkind speech. 2So get rid of all evil behavior. Like newborn babies, you must 
crave pure spiritual milk so that you will grow into a full experience of salvation.
PSALM 32:1–5 (NLT) 
Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience is forgiven, whose sin is put out of 
sight! 2Yes, what joy for those whose record the LORD has cleared of guilt, whose 
lives are lived in complete honesty! 3When I refused to confess my sin, my body 
wasted away, and I groaned all day long. 4Day and night your hand of discipline 
was heavy on me.  My strength evaporated like water in the summer heat. 5Finally, 
I confessed all my sins to you and stopped trying to hide my guilt.  I said to myself, 
“I will confess my rebellion to the LORD.” And you forgave me! All my guilt is gone.
3. If you want to grow in your faith, you’ve got to spend time talking with God!
EPHESIANS 6:18a (NKJV)
praying always…
PHILIPPIANS 4:6b (NIV)
…present your requests to God.
1 THESSALONIANS 5:17 (NASB)
pray without ceasing;
1 TIMOTHY 2:8a (NASB)
I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer…
LUKE 5:16 (NIV)
But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.
4. If you want to grow in your faith, you’ve got to linger in God’s Book!
JOHSUA 1:8a (NIV)
“Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and 
night, [WHY?] so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.”
COLOSSIANS 3:16a (ESV)
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly…
MATTHEW 4:4b (NIV)
“It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’”
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1.  In what ways does it take humility in order to be invested in community?

2.  Why does God desire for His Church to live life together? In what ways is the   
 Church di� erent than other communities (social clubs, sports teams, etc.)?

3.  Psalm 32:1–5 explains the benefi ts of confessing one’s sins and the downfall of   
 hiding one’s sin. Which person can you relate with more, and why?

4. Which area, described in the sermon, do you personally want to ask Jesus to   
 help you to grow in (God as priority, confession of sins, prayer, in the Word)?

TABLETOPICS  
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might. 6And these words that I command you today shall be on 
your heart. 7You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when 
you lie down, and when you rise.    

The following “Table Topics” are intended to keep the weekend message 
on our hearts and minds throughout the week! We pray this resource stirs 
personal engagement and refl ection, as well as conversations with others, 
around the Word of God. Take a few moments with your spouse in the 
morning, text a friend, or discuss one of the questions around the dinner table. 
Let’s fi ll our days and conversations with the Truth and spiritual bread we need 
every day!

DEUTERONOMY 6:5–7 (ESV)

NEWS & UPDATES: 

HIGHLIGHTED MISSIONARY 
Julie C serves with Competitive Edge 
International (CEI) to connect with the unreached 
throughout Asia, North Africa, and the Middle East, by 
building relationships and sharing the Gospel through 
sports. Please pray for God to raise up leaders and 
athletes for each of the International Sports Ministry 
Teams and for hearts of those CEI comes into contact 
with to be open to receiving the Gospel. For more 
information visit: bvg.org/reach

RIVER BAPTISMS || AUG 18 || 4PM
We practice baptism by immersion, which represents the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus (Rom. 6:1–5). It also symbolizes the burial of the old self and 
the emergence of a “new creation” in our own lives (2 Cor. 5:17). To learn more 
about baptism or to register: bvg.org/river 

PREP FOR PARENTING & PREP FOR ADOLESCENCE || SEP 15
Prep for Parenting is a 5-week class that covers newborn–12 months. It is 
designed for brand new or expecting parents to learn a sensible approach 
to parenting children. Prep for Adolescence is a 9-week class designed to 
encourage parents as they move their children towards the teenage years. 
Topics include peer pressure vs. family identity, hormones, dating, and much 
more. Register at bvg.org/prepforparenting or bvg.org/prepforadolescence

FALL LAUNCH || JOB SERIES KICK-OFF || AUG 24/25
As we gear up for a new series and celebrate the end of summer, come together 
after the services for a time of food, fellowship, and fun. After the Saturday 
night  and 11am gatherings, share a meal, connect with new and familiar faces, 
and enjoy games for all ages. After the 9am gathering, enjoy a light breakfast. 
Everything is provided. Just bring your family! 

AVIATORS IN TRAINING || ELEMENTARY CHILDREN || SEP 4 
Aviators in Training is our Wednesday night program for 1st–4th grade students. 
This is a time for discipleship, opening God’s Word together, and having 
fun. Cost: $20. Space is limited. Register today in the quad area, near the 
portables! For more information go to bvg.org/aviators

FOLLOW CLASS || SEP 4 || 6:30PM || FIRESIDE ROOM
We explore the fundamentals of our faith in 11 classes, discussing topics from 
“The Authority of the Bible” to the “Existence of Satan & Evil” and “Human 
Destiny.” Free childcare is available with pre-registration online at bvg.org/follow

CELEBRATE RECOVERY STEP STUDIES || AUG 23 OR 25
New studies starting soon! Men’s study: Fridays at 6pm, beginning August 23. 
Women’s study: Sundays at 11am, beginning August 25. For more information 
contact LoriB@bvg.org

BVCS AND BVCHS COACHING OPPORTUNITIES 
We are looking for Christian adults to coach at the junior high or high school level. 
Current positions are girls junior high volleyball, girls junior high basketball, coed 
junior high soccer, girls junior high softball, and coed junior high track and field. 
Contact David Voortman at DavidV@bvcs.org.
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