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COLOSSIANS 3:1–17 (ESV)
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are 
above, not on things that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God. ⁴When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory. ⁵Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual 
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 
⁶On account of these the wrath of God is coming. ⁷In these you too once walked, 
when you were living in them. ⁸But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, 
malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. ⁹Do not lie to one another, 
seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10and have put on the 
new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 
11Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 12Put on then, as God’s chosen 
ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience, 13bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14And 
above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 
15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 
in one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching 
and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, in 
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him. 

As a believer you can experience love and encouragement within your 
Second Family by getting to know the Spiritual Family Members 

at the table of God.

Spiritual Family Member #1: GOD 
COLOSSIANS 3:1–2 (ESV)
                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                     

Spiritual Family Member #2: The NEW YOU 
COLOSSIANS 3:3–8 (ESV)
                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                     

Spiritual Family Member #3: All BELIEVERS 
COLOSSIANS 3:9–17 (ESV)

                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                   

ADDITIONAL NOTES

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                   



1.  Read Colossians 3:1–17. If possible, read this passage aloud in several 
   different versions.

2.  What should be our driving attitude/motivation throughout the day? (vv. 1–2)

3.  The Apostle Paul encourages his readers to “seek the things above…” What are  
 some examples of “things above”?

4.  How should living for Christ change our behavior? How do the negative things   
 listed by the Apostle Paul have a detrimental effect upon our lives? (vv. 5–9)

5.  How does one “put to death” the worldly behaviors and characteristics that may  
 be in our lives? What is the role of the Holy Spirit in our spiritual development?

6.  As you review the list of Christ-like character traits, which one(s) challenge you,     
 or which one is the Holy Spirit is working on developing in your life? (vv. 10–17)

7.  What is your key “take away” as you have studied this passage? How will   
 “Christ richly dwell” within you this week?

TABLETOPICS  
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might. 6And these words that I command you today shall be on 
your heart. 7You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when 
you lie down, and when you rise.    

The following “Table Topics” are intended to keep the weekend message 
on our hearts and minds throughout the week! We pray this resource stirs 
personal engagement and reflection, as well as conversations with others 
around the Word of God. Take a few moments with your spouse in the 
morning, text a friend, or discuss one of the questions around the dinner table. 
Let’s fill our days and conversations with the Truth and spiritual bread we need 
every day!

DEUTERONOMY 6:5–7 (ESV)

NEWS & UPDATES: 

HIGHLIGHTED MISSIONARY 
Advancing Vibrant Communities was formed by 
a pastor and business leaders with a burning vision to 
see the church and faith-based organizations meet the 
needs of our community. They believe the church must 
get out of the comfort of the four walls to personally 
serve the needs of the city. Please pray physical, 
emotional, and spiritual needs in our community are 
met by resources flowing to them from local churches 
in every neighborhood.  

For more information visit: bvg.org/reach

RIVER BAPTISMS || AUG 18 || 4PM
We practice baptism by immersion, which represents the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus and symbolizes the burial of the old self and the emergence 
of a “new creation” in our own lives. To register or learn more: bvg.org/river 

PREP FOR PARENTING & PREP FOR ADOLESCENCE || SEP 15
Prep for Parenting is a 5-week class that covers newborn–12 months. It is 
designed for brand new or expecting parents to learn a sensible approach 
to parenting children. Prep for Adolescence is a 9-week class designed to 
encourage parents as they move their children towards the teenage years. 
Topics include peer pressure vs. family identity, hormones, dating, and much 
more. Register at bvg.org/prepforparenting or bvg.org/prepforadolescence

FALL LAUNCH || JOB SERIES KICK-OFF || AUG 24/25
As we gear up for a new series and celebrate the end of summer, come together 
after the services for a time of food, fellowship, and fun. After the Saturday night 
and 11am gatherings, share a meal, connect with new and familiar faces, and enjoy 
games for all ages. After the 9am gathering, enjoy a light breakfast. Everything is 
provided. Just bring your family.

*BVG LOCAL PARTNER || MODESTO GOSPEL MISSION || SEE KIOSK
Check the Ministry Kiosk after the Weekend Gathering to learn about the Gospel 
Mission’s upcoming fundraising Gala on Sep. 26, featuring Mac Powell.

BOYS’ CHRISTIAN SERVICE BRIGADE || BEGINS SEP 8 || 4PM
Christian Service Brigade recognizes that every boy will be discipled by 
someone. The question is, who will play that important role? Tree Climbers, 
Stockade, and Battalion exist for boys from ages 4–18 to learn how to follow 
Christ through projects, games, and outings. For more information contact 
MonicaJ@bvg.org or visit bvg.org/brigade

*Today at the Ministry Wall in the lobby

AVIATORS IN TRAINING || ELEMENTARY CHILDREN || SEP 4 
Aviators in Training is our midweek program for 1st–4th grade students. This is 
a time for discipleship, opening God’s Word together, and having fun. 
Cost: $20. Space is limited. Register today in the quad area, near the 
portables. Volunteers are needed. For more information go to bvg.org/aviators

FOLLOW CLASS || SEP 4 || 6:30PM || FIRESIDE ROOM
We explore the fundamentals of our faith in 11 classes, discussing topics from 
“The Authority of the Bible” to the “Existence of Satan & Evil” and “Human 
Destiny.” Free childcare is available with pre-registration online at bvg.org/follow
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