
MESSAGENOTES
LUKE #3 

TESTING BY GOD 
Luke 4:1-15

And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led 
by the Spirit in the wilderness 2 for forty days, being tempted by the devil. 
And he ate nothing during those days. And when they were ended, he was 
hungry. Luke 4:1-2 ESV

The Trustworthiness of God’s Word
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field 
that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God 
actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”  
Genesis 3:1 ESV

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For 
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” Genesis 3:4-5 ESV

TEMPTATION #1
The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to 
become bread.” Luke 4:3 ESV

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had 
been baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, 22 and 
the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a 
voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am 
well pleased.” Luke 3:21-22 ESV

The Power of God’s Word
And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’ ” 
Luke 4:4 ESV

Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm…and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Ephesians 6:13,17 ESV 

“The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be 
careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess 

May 20/21, 2023
MODESTO  –Joel Boone



the land that the Lord swore to give to your fathers. 2 And you shall 
remember the whole way that the Lord your God has led you these 
forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing 
you to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his 
commandments or not. 3 And he humbled you and let you hunger and 
fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers 
know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread 
alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the 
Lord.  Deuteronomy 8:1-3 ESV

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But 
he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 
33 So the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought him 
something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will 
of him who sent me and to accomplish his work. 35 Do you not say, 
‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, 
lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest.”  
John 4:31-35 ESV

TEMPTATION #2
And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world  
in a moment of time, 6 and said to him, “To you I will give all this authority 
and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will.  
7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” Luke 4:5-7 ESV

And Jesus answered him, “It is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your 
God, and him only shall you serve.’” Luke 4:8 ESV

It is the Lord your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by 
his name you shall swear. 14 You shall not go after other gods, the 
gods of the peoples who are around you— 15 for the Lord your God in 
your midst is a jealous God—lest the anger of the Lord your God be 
kindled against you, and he destroy you from off the face of the earth. 
Deuteronomy 6:13-15 ESV

And Samuel said to all the house of Israel, “If you are returning to 
the Lord with all your heart, then put away the foreign gods and 
the Ashtaroth from among you and direct your heart to the Lord 
and serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the 
Philistines.” 4 So the people of Israel put away the Baals and the 
Ashtaroth, and they served the Lord only. 1 Samuel 7:3-4 ESV

TEMPTATION #3
And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 
10 for it is written, “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you, to guard 



you,’ 11 and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot 
against a stone.’” Luke 4:9-11 ESV

For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all 
your ways. 12 On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike  
your foot against a stone. Psalm 91:11-12 ESV

And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God  
to the test.’” Luke 4:12 ESV

“You shall not put the Lord your God to the test, as you tested him 
at Massah. 17 You shall diligently keep the commandments of the 
Lord your God, and his testimonies and his statutes, which he has 
commanded you. 18 And you shall do what is right and good in the 
sight of the Lord, that it may go well with you, and that you may go  
in and take possession of the good land that the Lord swore to give 
to your fathers 19 by thrusting out all your enemies from before you,  
as the Lord has promised.” Deuteronomy 6:16-19 ESV

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let  
it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not 
ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13 And he said, “Hear 
then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you 
weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel.” Isaiah 7:10-14 ESV

The Sign of Immanuel
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 3 You have 
multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as 
with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4 For the 
yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the tramping 
warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned 
as fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of 
the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the 
throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. Isaiah 9:2-7 ESV

And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him 
until an opportune time. Luke 4:13 ESV

“Your word is truth.” John 17:17 ESV



Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were 
ministering to him. Matthew 4:11 ESV

And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. 
And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering 
to him. Mark 1:13 ESV

The Throne of Grace
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through  
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted 
as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near 
to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need. Hebrews 4:14-16 ESV

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report 
about him went out through all the surrounding country. 15 And he taught  
in their synagogues, being glorified by all. Luke 4:14-15 ESV


