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Dead, Alive, and Hidden
By: Connie Grover

“For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in 
God.”- Colossians 3:3

I think the word hidden can be a word of angst or 
anticipation. I hate the word hidden when it refers to my 
car keys and I am already late for an appointment or to the 
misplaced paper I just had in my hand. Hidden is not my 
friend when I am exhausted because I have considered 
every angle of a decision and yet have no clear direction. 

But oh how I love to see beautiful bags with tissue paper 
hiding gifts that will delight, or the fun of watching children 
giggle during a treasure hunt. For me, the anticipation of a 
week on the beach with all of it’s hidden possibilities can 
be as satisfying to my soul as the sand itself. There is great 
delight in the hidden when we know it holds good things.

I haven’t watched a lot of Westerns, but it seems like they 
often have one thing in common. With the outlaw on the



loose, the lawman would nail the proverbial, wind-torn, 
poster to the saloon wall. The poster announced a reward 
for finding the hidden law-breaker, declaring, 
“Wanted-Dead or Alive”. His list of crimes was there for all 
to see and create incentive to bring him on in. 

In this letter to the Colossians, Paul seems to be holding 
up a different poster. He is declaring, not the crimes of the 
criminal but a long list of “it’s a done deal” rewards. 
Qualified, rescued, brought in, redeemed, forgiven, free 
from accusation, dead with Christ, raised up and alive with 
Christ. Paul is in a sense saying to all the saints in Christ: 
You are Wanted—Dead and Alive. You, the former 
law-breaker, have been declared perfect in Christ, 
reconciled and placed in hiding in Jesus Christ. What 
incentive to come on in and live!

“Hidden with Christ” was always His plan. Ephesians 1:4 says, 
“For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world, 
to be holy and blameless in His sight”. Before He created 

the world He saw you as hidden and holy in Jesus. It is 
what He wanted!

Do you see yourself as Dead, Alive and Hidden? It is your 
condition and position in Christ. It is real today, and the 
benefits are fabulous. There is simply no other human 
condition that is better than this. And, it can only get 
better when the veil of this life is removed and our spiritual 
eyes become our only eyes. “When Christ, who is your life, 
appears, then you also will appear with Him in



glory” - Colossians 3:4.

Let’s consider the benefits of being Dead, Alive and Hidden:

Satisfaction—1 John 2:2 says, “He is the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins”. In words closer to the original language, this 
means that Jesus was a substitute for you and your sin. The 
Father was satisfied by Jesus stepping into your place. In 
His death He took the wrath of God that should have been 
on you. This means God is satisfied to look at Jesus and 
pardon you. If God is satisfied with your relationship to 
Him, do you suppose you can be as well? If you have 
believed and received Christ Jesus as Lord, look to Him 
with satisfaction. He is your life. Be satisfied to live hidden 
in Him.

Security—When God gives, He gives more generously, 
more richly and completely than any human can ever 
imagine. He does not exaggerate and then fall short.  So 
when He says, “Your life is now hidden with Christ in God,” 
there is a security that cannot be breached. Think of words 
like union, mingled, enmeshed, wrapped up in and 
entangled in the purest, most positive light. That is your 
secure life in Christ. The reason you can be so securely 
identified with Christ is because your salvation included 
dying with Him and being raised with Him. Ephesians 2:6 
says, “God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him 
in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.” Who could possibly 
hold you tighter?



Sufficiency—God provided reconciliation by the death of 
Christ’s body and you are holy in His sight. Sin no longer 
has power over you. You have sufficiency because your life 
is hidden with Christ in God, to live out of who you are. You 
have all of His energy for all of the hard struggles and 
choices of life. You can put off and get rid of because of all 
that He is; He is now in you! You can live out of your new 
self every day, growing and changing as you know Him 
better, until you see Him face to face. And when you sin 
you have a sufficient Jesus whose blood just keeps on 
washing you. Is He enough for you?

Serenity—I have struggled with fear and worry all my life, 
so serenity is my idea of one of heaven’s greatest gains. 
There are many good things about heaven, but the truth is 
all of the good things are only because of the best. And 
the best part of heaven is Jesus! And guess what? Your life 
is hidden with Him. There. Now. I think Paul calls us to set 
our hearts and minds on things above, because hidden 
lives have the capability of enjoying some of heaven’s gains 
now. Like perspective and serenity. Not as escapism but for 
realism. It’s not just because everything is going to be 
better someday but because, as everything is getting 
worse now, looking from heaven’s point of view will bring a 
supernatural calm. I don’t know about you, but I think that 
is a fabulous benefit.



Journal Opportunity:

•Of the four benefits, which one do you experience 
the least and why?

•Which of these truths in Colossians do you need to 
act upon today?

•As you pray today in response to what you have 
read, may I suggest that you first click on this link 
and listen to a song that so clearly speaks to the 
Dead, Alive and Hidden life in Christ. Blessings on 
your day!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yoPyL-
cY6Zv4&list=RDyoPyLcY6Zv4


