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What does it mean to be a Christian in our culture today?  For some people, it is 
a characteristic that defines the very core of who they are.  Sadly for others, it is merely 
one of many adjectives used to describe them, and can easily be dropped depending 
upon the political climate or social circles they are in at the time.  The first time the 
name “Christian” was used was in Acts 11:26.  The Greeks in Antioch did not know what 
to call the Apostles and their followers, so they gave them the name “Christian” which 
meant “of the party of Christ.”  Jesus, however, never referred to His followers by that 
name.  Instead, Jesus called His Apostles and His followers by the title “disciple.”  A 
disciple is simply one who is a student of a specific teacher and follows their teachings 
and doctrines.  To be a true follower of Jesus, you must follow the teachings of Jesus, 
but you can’t follow them until you understand who Jesus is and what He stood for. 

Together we are setting out on a twenty-one week journey in the Gospel of John 
with our focus being to follow in the very footsteps of Jesus while He was on earth.  We 
are specifically studying the Gospel of John because it is significantly different than the 
other synoptic gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke - which trace the chronological 
actions of Jesus.  The Apostle John however, placed more of a focus on what Jesus’ 
recorded actions revealed about who He was and His character.  As we travel 
alongside Jesus each week, we will learn amazing theological truths that stand as the 
foundation for our faith and belief that Jesus is the Son of God.  We will learn the 
significance of His teachings and doctrines so that by the end of our study, we can be 
authentic disciples of our teacher, Jesus.

John 20:31 will be our anchor verse for this Bible study: “but these are written so 
that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by 
believing in him you will have life by the power of his name.”  The Bible was written to 
point to salvation through Jesus!  By opening the Word of God and studying the truths 
in Scripture, it is my prayer that our lives will be transformed into authentic and 
committed disciples of Jesus Christ.  Strap on your sandals as our journey begins!

Blessings,
Erin Countryman

INTRODUCTION 



Page 3

Character Trait Journal

“I Am” Statements of Jesus 

1)  I Am 	 	 	                            (6:35) 

2) I Am 	 	 	 	 	  (8:12) 

3) I Am 	 	 	                        (10:7,9) 

4)I Am 	 	 	 	         (10:11,14) 

5) I Am 	 	 	           	              (11:25)   

6) I Am 	 	 	 	              (14:6) 

7) I Am 	   	 	 	             (15:1,5)

Miracles of Jesus 
	 	 	 	 	 (2:1-11) 
	 	 	 	 	 (4:46-54) 
	 	 	 	 	 (5:1-9) 
	 	 	 	 	 (6:1-15) 
	 	 	 	 	 (6:16-21) 
	 	 	 	 	 (9:1-6) 
	 	 	 	 	 (11:1-44) 
	 	 	 	 	 (21:6-11)
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JOHN 1:  JESUS, THE WORD

  
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one 

and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.- John 1:14 (NIV)

DAY ONE:  GETTING STARTED
Before you start, take a moment to pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom to you as you read 
the Word of God.  Take time to confess any sin that may need repentance and receive the grace the Lord 
has for you. 

Read John 1: 1-51 today.  Record any key verses or phrases that stood out to you and why.  
(Read it several times using different translations and/or listen to an audio version if possible.)

DAY TWO:  JESUS’ CHARACTER REVEALED
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.

1. If someone asked you to tell them who Jesus is, how would you describe Jesus to them?  When did 
you first meet Jesus?  How has your knowledge of Him deepened the longer you have known Him?

Read John 1:1-18 today.

2. What is the relationship between the Word and God in the passage?  Who is the Word? (vs. 1,2,14)
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3. What are some other titles and terms that John uses in the passage to describe Jesus Christ?

4. Verse 17 says that Moses brought the law, but Jesus brought us grace and truth.  Explain what this 
means to you and how it affects your life.

5. What are the benefits to believing God (vs.12-13)?  What reasons or excuses do you think people 
have for not believing?  

DAY THREE:  DIGGING DEEPER
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse. 

6. What is the significance of the first words in John 1:1, “In the beginning...”?  What does this passage 
reveal about Jesus’ mission?

7. Verse 10 says, “He came into the very world he created, but the world did not recognize him.”  In our 
memory verse we learn that the Word became human and made His home among us.  Write down 
the Old Testament prophecies and then record the New Testament fulfillment.

Micah 5:2 and Matthew 2:1-6

Isaiah 7:14 and Luke 1:26-38
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Isaiah 53:5-12 and John 1:29, John 1:11, Luke 23:9, Matt 26:38-39, 27:57-60

Read Colossians 1:13-20 today.

8. What role did Jesus play in creation?

9. What authority was given to Jesus and by whom? 

10.  How are those who believe in Jesus reconciled to God? (vs. 19-20)

11. Are you “kingdom” minded (vs. 13)?  How are you responding to being brought out of the “kingdom of 
darkness” and into the “Kingdom of the Son”?

12. Read Colossians 1:21-23.  What are the benefits we receive by being in the Kingdom of the Son?

Thank you Lord!  Now, STAND FIRM in it.

DAY FOUR:  A TESTIMONY
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse. 

Read John 1:19-34 today.

13. We read more about John the Baptist in this passage.  What do the priests and Levites ask John the 
Baptist (vs. 19-28)?  How did John respond?
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14. Read Mark 1:1-8 to learn some more about John the Baptist.  What was he preaching?  What was 
his specific message?

15. What does John the Baptist call Jesus in John 1:29?  Read 1 Peter 1:18-20 and record the name 
Jesus is given.

16. What did John testify to in verses 32-34?

DAY FIVE:  RESPONDING TO TRUTH
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse. 

Read John 1:35-51 today.

17. Read verse 36 again.  Who first told you about Jesus and explained that He was the Messiah?  How 
did you respond?

18. Andrew, who was Peter’s brother, was one of John the Baptist’s disciples who left to follow Jesus.  
What did Andrew do, according to verse 42?  

19. Who have you brought to meet Jesus lately and how did you do it?  Who is someone you could share 
Jesus with that God has placed on your heart?
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20. What did you learn from the exchange between Jesus and Nathaniel in verses 47-49?

21. What do the following verses tell us about God? 

Psalm 44:21

Psalm 119:168

Psalm 139:2

Psalm 139:23

22. What is your response after reading the Psalms passages knowing that Jesus knows your thoughts, 
emotions, and actions?

23. As you review John Chapter 1, what have you studied this week that has made an impact on your life 
or encouraged spiritual growth?
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TEACHING NOTES

Teacher:      Passage(s):     


