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John 11:  Jesus, the Comforter

  
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he 
dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this?” - John 11:25-26 (NIV)

DAY ONE:  GETTING STARTED
Before you start, take a moment to pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom to you as you read 
the word of God.  Take time to confess any sin that may need repentance and receive the grace the Lord 
has for you. 

Read John 11:1-57 today.  Record any key verses or phrases that stood out to you and why.  
(Read it several times using different translations and/or listen to an audio version if possible.)

DAY TWO:  JESUS IS NEEDED
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.

Read John 11:1-16 today.

1. What evidence leads you to believe that Jesus had a close relationship with Lazarus and his sisters? 

2. What message did the sisters send?  To whom did they send it (vs. 2)?  What does it reveal about 
their faith?

3. Recall from your memory the other person who Jesus had raised in John 4.  Read of the other 
accounts of resurrection in Luke 7:11-16 and Luke 8:40-56.  What was unique about Lazarus’ 
situation compared to these others?

4. Why did Jesus wait to go see Lazarus?  What did you learn about Him from His decision to wait (vs.
4, 15)?
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5. Why was it dangerous for Jesus to make the trip to Bethany at that time (vs. 8)?

6. What did Jesus say about His work on earth and God’s timing (vs. 9)?

7. The disciple Thomas was also known as “Doubting Thomas.”  What do his words in verse 16 say 
about his character?  Would you be so bold in the same position?

DAY THREE: HOPE COMES NEAR
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.

Read John 11:17-32 today.

8. How long had Lazarus been buried in the tomb when Jesus finally arrived (vs. 17)?

9. Mary and Martha were quite different in their personalities.  Where do we find each of them in this 
story according to verses 19-20?  What does this reveal about each of them?

10. What do you learn about Martha from how she spoke to Jesus and what she said in verses 20-27?

11. Jesus makes another “I am” statement in verse 25.  What is it?  What things did Jesus say about life 
and death?
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12. What does 1 Corinthians 15:20-23 say about death, resurrection and new life?

13. What was Mary’s reaction when Jesus came near (vs. 28-32)? 

DAY FOUR:  JESUS’ CHARACTER REVEALED
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.

Read John 11:33-45 today.

14. John 11:19 said that “many” people had gone to the home of Lazarus to console Mary and Martha in 
their loss.  How did Jesus react when He got to their home (vs. 33)?

15. The New King James version of verse 33 says, “He groaned in the spirit and was troubled.”  Why do 
you think Jesus “groaned,” wept and was deeply troubled over the death of Lazarus, even when He 
knew that He was going to eventually bring Lazarus back to life?

16. What can we learn about Jesus’ divine nature and His humanity from today’s passage?

17. Read Hebrews 4:14-16.  How does knowing that Jesus sympathizes with the troubles of mankind 
give us confidence and increase our understanding of Him as our comforter?

18. Why did Martha not want the stone removed (vs. 39)?  Of what did Jesus remind her (vs. 40)?
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19. What did Jesus say to the Father?  Why? (vs. 41-42)?

20. What did Jesus say to Lazarus?  What happened as a result (vs. 43-44)? 

21. In light of the Hebrews passage we read earlier and then the story of Lazarus, how do the passages 
demonstrate the ability of Jesus to bring comfort to us in our most distressed times?

DAY FIVE:  THE PLAN TO KILL JESUS
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.

Read John 11:46-57 today.

22. What were the different responses to the miracle of Lazarus (vs. 45-46)?

23. What did the Jewish leaders fear about Jesus (vs. 47-48)?

24. What did Caiaphas say (vs. 49-50)?  What did he mean?
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25. Verse 52 says the plan of Jesus, as Messiah, is to unite all the children of God (not just the nation of 
Israel).  Read Isaiah 53 and record anything meaningful or important to you that was written about 
the coming Messiah.

26. The next few months of Jesus’ ministry propel us quickly to the cross.  As Passover began, what 
were the Jewish leaders busy doing (vs. 55-57)?  

27. As you review John Chapter 11, what have you studied this week that has made an impact on your 
life or encouraged spiritual growth?
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TEACHING NOTES
Teacher:	 	 	 	 	 	 Passage(s):	 	 	 	 



