
 

JOHN 16:  JESUS, THE OVERCOMER

�  
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. 

But take heart! I have overcome the world.” -John 16:33 (NIV)

DAY ONE:  GETTING STARTED
Before you start, take a moment to pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom to you as you read 
the word of God. Take time to confess any sin that may need repentance and receive the grace the Lord 
has for you. 

Read John 16:1-33 today. Record any key verses or phrases that stood out to you and why.  
(Read it several times using different translations and/or listen to an audio version if possible.)

DAY TWO:  PERSECUTION IS COMING
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.

Read John 16:1-4 today.

1. In verse 1, what were “these things” that Jesus referenced when He spoke to His disciples? (Look 
back to John 15:18-25) 

2. What prediction did Jesus make regarding His disciples in verse 2?



 

3. In verses 1-4, what two reasons does Jesus give for telling them this?

4. How might you have felt as one of the disciples listening to Jesus’ words?

5. Times of persecution have always been times of proclamation and witness for the church. What is 
“our” responsibility when we are attacked by unsaved people according to 1 Peter 3:14-16?

6. What role does the Holy Spirit play in the proclamation according to Mark 13:11?

DAY THREE:  THE ADVOCATE
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse. 

Read John 16:5-15 today.

7. Why did Jesus have to go away according to verse 7?

8.  What is the role that the promised Spirit will play in relation to Jesus and His followers? (vs. 13-15)



 
9. What else will the Holy Spirit expose? (vs. 8-11)

10. How is the judgment regarding the “prince of this world” a type of good news to you? (vs. 11)

11. Jesus says in verse 7 that it is to our advantage that we have the Holy Spirit with us rather than the 
physical Jesus. Why is this a benefit to us?

12. How will you let the Holy Spirit guide you this week?

 

DAY FOUR:  JOY COMES
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse. 

Read John 16:16-24 today.

13. Why would the “world” be rejoicing soon? How would the disciples be feeling? (vs. 19-20)

14. What did Jesus teach about joy and sorrow? (vs. 20-22)

15. Jesus’ illustration of the woman giving birth makes this clear. Explain how the birth illustration displays 
this concept.



 

16. Can you think of other Bible stories where God transformed someone’s sorrow into joy? Briefly 
describe your examples.

17. What characterizes the relationship we can have with the Father because of Jesus? (vs. 23-24)

18. Do you have a testimony of the Father trading in one of your sorrows for joy? What did you learn 
through the process and how was God glorified?

DAY FIVE:  THE OVERCOMER
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse. 

Read John 16:25-33 today

19. What do verses 25-28 reveal about Jesus’ purpose on earth in regards to the Father? How should 
this affect the purpose of “doing” a Bible Study?

20. What did Jesus’ plain speech finally reveal to the disciples? (vs. 29-30)



 

21. What new challenge did Jesus prophesy would happen to the disciples? (vs. 32)

22. What promise does Jesus make in verse 33? How can you cooperate with God to experience His joy 
more abundantly during difficult circumstances?

23. What does it mean for you to have His peace in this world?

24. How have you experienced the connection between joy, prayer, and overcoming the world in your 
own life?

25. As you review John Chapter 16, what have you studied this week that has made an impact on your 
life or encouraged spiritual growth?
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