
 

JOHN 18:  JESUS, THE REJECTED

�  
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest 

by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” -John 18:36 (NIV)

DAY ONE:  GETTING STARTED
Before you start, take a moment to pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom to you as you read 
the word of God. Take time to confess any sin that may need repentance and receive the grace the Lord 
has for you. 

Read John 18:1-40 today. Record any key verses or phrases that stood out to you and why.  
(Read it several times using different translations and/or listen to an audio version if possible.)

DAY TWO:  THE GARDEN
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.

Read John 18:1-11 today.

1. Back in John 13 while in the Upper Room Jesus told Judas, “Hurry, and do what you’re going to do.”  
In 18:1, Judas is referred to as “the betrayer.” According to Matthew 26:14-16, what was Judas’ act of 
betrayal to earn him that title?

2. How did Judas know where Jesus and the disciples would be? (vs. 1-2)



 

3. Whom did Judas guide into the garden? (vs. 3)

4. What were the men carrying and how does it reflect what they thought would happen when they got 
to the place Jesus was? (vs. 3)

5. How did Jesus identify Himself and what was the guards’ response to Him? (vs. 5-6) Look back to 
John 8:58 for more insight.

6. How did Peter react to what was happening? (vs. 10)

7. What additional information about this event is given in Luke 22:47-53? What is revealed to you 
about the character of Jesus?

DAY THREE:  THE ACCUSATION
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse. 

Read John 18:12-14 and 19-24 today.

8. To whom was Jesus brought and how was He taken there? (vs. 12-13)

9. What information regarding Caiaphas did John remind us about in verse 14? (See John 11:49-52)



 
10. Jewish law protected the accused from testifying against themselves like our 5th Amendment does for 

us today. What was the intent of the high priest’s questioning in verse 19 and how did Jesus 
respond? (vs. 20-21)

11. What was the result of Jesus standing up for His legal rights? (vs. 22) What does 1 Peter 2:22-23 
say about Jesus?

12. Another prisoner, Paul, stood before the Sanhedrin in Acts 23:2-3. What do we learn about the 
Jewish legal system from this passage?

13. Realizing that Jesus was demanding a fair trial, what did His opponents have to do? (vs. 23-24)

 

DAY FOUR:  PETER’S DENIAL
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse. 

Read John 18:15-18 and 25-27 today.

14. Go back to John 13:38 and record what was foretold about Peter.

15. As you read today’s passages about Peter, describe the contrast between what we read of him in 
verse 10. What factors do you think contributed to the change?

16. What exactly had Peter denied? (vs. 17, 25-27)



 

17. Luke 22:59-62 adds additional information about Peter’s denial. What is significant about the 
recording found in Luke’s gospel?

18. How does the story of Peter both encourage you and humble you?

19. The crowing of the rooster symbolized the dawning of a new day. What does Psalm 30:5 and 
Lamentations 3:22-23 say about the morning?

DAY FIVE:  THE TRIAL BEGINS
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse. 

Read John 18:28-40 today.

20. Annas sent Jesus to Caiaphas according to verse 24, however John did not record the rest of the 
religious trials.  The Sanhedrin met during the night and made a decision.  What did they decide 
according to Matt. 26:65-66 and what was the charge against Jesus?

21. From Caiaphas, where was Jesus taken? (vs. 28)

22. How was the Jewish officials’ reasons for entering the place hypocritical? (vs. 28)



 

23. What did the Jewish leaders accuse Jesus of before Pilate? (vs. 33-34)

24. Why would this be problematic for Pilate if Jesus proclaimed Himself a king?

25. Where did Jesus say He was the king of? (vs. 36)

26. How had Jesus previously answered Pilate’s question in vs. 38?  What did Jesus proclaim in John 
14:6?

27. How does Barabbas’ freedom at Christ’s expense illustrate the good news of the gospel? (vs. 38-40)

28. As you review John Chapter 18, what have you studied this week that has made an impact on your 
life or encouraged spiritual growth?
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