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JOHN 2:  JESUS, THE AUTHORITY

  
The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?”  

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 
-John 2:18-19 (NIV)

DAY ONE:  GETTING STARTED
Before you start, take a moment to pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom to you as you read 
the word of God.  Take time to confess any sin that may need repentance and receive the grace the Lord 
has for you. 

Read John 2:1-25 today.  Record any key verses or phrases that stood out to you and why.  
(Read it several times using different translations and/or listen to an audio version if possible.)

DAY TWO:  THE SITUATION
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.

Read John 2:1-12 today.

“Weddings in Jesus’ day were extended community events.  They often lasted a week or more.  
Hospitality ruled the day, and families were under significant social pressure to provide lavishly for their 
guests. The problem that arose because the wine ran out created a major crisis.- Max Lucado in his book 
“The Gospel of John” (pg. 12).

1. We see that Jesus was a guest in verses 1-2.  Where did the events take place?  Who was present 
at the wedding?
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2. What was Jesus’ mother’s statement in verse 3?  What did her statement reveal about the situation 
in light of the passage from Max Lucado?

3. What was the miracle that occurred in verses 5-10?  Record all the details about it from the passage.

4. Wine was a symbol of joy at a celebration and the “world’s joy” had run out.  There was more to this 
miracle than meeting a human need and saving a family some embarrassment.  What was the spiritual 
significance of Jesus using the external washing pots of the Jewish purification ritual to meet an 
internal need?

What does John 16:24 say about the joy of the Lord?

5. What was the twofold result of the miracle according to verse 11?

Day Three: Jesus’ Character Revealed
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.  

Read John 2:1-12 again today.
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6. Mary came to her son with a dilemma.  She was probably a widow at this time and would have 
depended on her first born son.  Mary knew her son better than anyone.  Read the following passages 
and record what she knew about her son.

Luke 1:31-33,35

Luke 2:17-19

Luke 2:52

John 1:29-34

7. Jesus’ response to Mary in vs. 4 was, “My hour has not yet come.”  Given all that Mary knew about 
Jesus, do you think she was surprised at His answer?  What do you suppose Jesus meant?

8. Jesus was obedient to a “heavenly timetable” that was carved out by the Father.   Review the following 
references where Jesus refers to “the hour” - John 7:30, 8:20, 12:23, 13:1, and 17:1.  

What do the verses in John 5:19-30 record about Jesus’ relationship with the Father?

What does Jesus do according to John 5:30?

9. Read Matthew 28:18.  What has Jesus been given?

10. Review Day Three, asking the Holy Spirit to reveal needed growth in the area of surrender and 
submission.  Just as Jesus followed His Father’s will, Jesus asks us to follow Him.  Which part of 
following Jesus is most difficult for you and why?
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Day Four: Jesus’ Passion for Worship
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.  

Read John 2:13-17 today.

11. Where was Jesus headed after He left Cana? What important holiday was near?

12. When Jesus cleared the temple (vs. 13-16), why did He react the way He did?  What was He 
communicating by His actions?

13. Since many Jews had to travel great distances to the temple to offer sacrifices according to God’s 
laws, animals were sold near the temple for their use.  How might this convenience turn into criminal 
activity?

14. How did King Solomon describe the temple he built in 1 Kings 8:13?  How did Jesus refer to the 
temple in John 2:16?

15. Jesus became angry with those who were irreverent in God’s house and affected the worship of the 
people.  As you think about yourself and your family, what are some ways that you can personally 
treat God’s house with more reverence?  

16. Knowing that our bodies are now the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19-20) and realizing the 
respect that Jesus gave the temple of God, how does this fact change how you feel about yourself 
and how you treat your body?



Page 14

Day Five: A Response
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.  

Read John 2:17-25 today.

17. What did the disciples remember that was written in Psalms 69:9?  What did the disciples connect?

18. What did the Jewish leaders demand from Jesus in verse 18 and why?  Was this a reasonable 
request?

Record what Matthew 28:18 say about Jesus’ authority.

19. How did Jesus respond to their demand (vs. 19)?  How was this to be accomplished and how does 
this show that Jesus was aware of what He had come to do?

20. John 2:12-25 depicts individuals ranging from true believers to unbelievers.  Read the passage and 
identify the different spiritual temperatures you notice.  Which ones do you find in yourself?  What are 
some life changes that can to be made?

21. Isaiah 11:1-5 describes the coming Messiah and His authority.  How is He described?

22.  What areas in your life need to be given over to the glory and authority of Jesus?
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23. As you review John Chapter 2, what have you studied this week that has made an impact on your life 
or encouraged spiritual growth?

TEACHING NOTES

Teacher:      Passage(s):     


