
 

JOHN 20:  JESUS, THE CRUCIFIED

�  
But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name. -John 20: 31(NIV)

DAY ONE:  GETTING STARTED
Before you start, take a moment to pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom to you as you read 
the word of God. Take time to confess any sin that may need repentance and receive the grace the Lord 
has for you. 

Read John 20:1-31 today. Record any key verses or phrases that stood out to you and why.  
(Read it several times using different translations and/or listen to an audio version if possible.)

DAY TWO:  DAWN OF A NEW DAY
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.

Read John 20:1-10 today.

1. What do you know about the scene according to verse 1?

2. What do we know about Mary Magdalene from Luke 8:1-3? What do you think her emotional state 
was after the crucifixion? And now at the tomb?



 

3. Who did Mary go find and what did she tell them? (vs. 2)

4. Describe what Peter and John found at the tomb. (vs. 3-7)

5. What was John’s reaction when he finally entered the tomb? (vs. 8) What do you think this meant?

6. Read John 2:18-22. Why was it hard for the disciples to understand what was happening in John 
20:9?

DAY THREE:  THE WOMAN AT THE TOMB
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse. 

Read John 20:11-18 today.

7. Who did Mary see when she looked inside the tomb? (vs. 10-12)

8. Why was Mary crying? What did she suspect happened to Jesus? (vs. 13)

9. Jesus asks Mary, “Why are you crying?” What significance is there in that all Jesus had to do was to 
speak her name and she immediately recognized Him? (vs. 16) What implications does this have for 
us?



 
10. What was Mary’s response when Jesus said her name? (vs. 16) Imagine what she might have been 

feeling.

11. What promise did we learn in John 10:3-4 about the shepherd’s voice? How does Mary’s story out-
side the tomb exemplify this promise?

12. What mission did Jesus send Mary on? (vs. 17-18)

13. It would have been selfish and disobedient if Mary had clung to Jesus and kept Him to herself. Are 
there ways you recognize that you may be keeping Jesus to yourself?  Mary was simply asked by 
Jesus to share her testimony to the “brothers.”  Where can your testimony be shared?

 

DAY FOUR:  BEHIND LOCKED DOORS
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse. 

Read John 20:19-23 today.

14. Why did the disciples have the doors locked? (vs. 19) What would they have been afraid might    
happen?

15. How would you describe the mood of the room?  What do you think they were experiencing?

16. How did Jesus greet His disciples? (vs. 19, 21, 26) What gift did Jesus leave the disciples according 
to John 14:27?



 

17. Describe a time when you have felt the peace of God when things were discouraging and seemed 
overwhelming.

18. Describe what happened in verses 21-22 and its significance.

19. What role does the Holy Spirit play in your life?

DAY FIVE:  DOUBTING THOMAS
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse. 

Read John 20:24-31 today.

20. What was Thomas’ reaction to the disciple’s news? (vs. 25)

21. How reasonable do you think it was for Thomas to want to personally see evidence that Jesus was 
alive? Why?

22. How did Jesus restore Thomas’ faith? (vs. 26-27) What was Thomas’ response? (vs. 28)



 
23. In what areas in your life do you need to let Jesus transform your fear and doubt into faith?

24. What is promised to those who come to faith without seeing? (vs. 29)

25. How does 1 Peter 1:8-9 encourage you?

26. What did John leave out of his gospel? (vs. 30)

27. Why did John write this book? (vs. 31)

28. On what evidence do you rely for your own belief in or about Jesus Christ?

28. As you review John Chapter 20, what have you studied this week that has made an impact on your 
life or encouraged spiritual growth?



 

TEACHING NOTES �
Teacher:      Passage(s):     



 


