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JOHN 3:  JESUS, THE MESSIAH

  
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life.- John 3:16 (NIV)

DAY ONE:  GETTING STARTED
Before you start, take a moment to pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom to you as you read 
the word of God.  Take time to confess any sin that may need repentance and receive the grace the Lord 
has for you. 

Read John 3:1-36 today.  Record any key verses or phrases that stood out to you and why.  
(Read it several times using different translations and/or listen to an audio version if possible.)

DAY TWO:  THE CONVERSATION
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.

Read John 3:1-15 today.

1. Who was Nicodemus, and what was the significance of the time of day when he came to Jesus?    
(vs. 1-2)

2. What did Nicodemus already know about who Jesus was? (vs. 2)

3. What were the two kinds of births that Jesus and Nicodemus talked about in verses 3-9?  What 
confused Nicodemus?
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4. To be “born again” means that we are literally “born from above” and indicates a new birth and 
spiritual transformation by the Holy Spirit.  What do the following verses say about this new life?

2 Corinthians 5:17

Titus 3:5

1 Peter 1:3

John 1:12

5. What makes the symbol of the “wind” (vs. 8) a great analogy to describe the Holy Spirit?  Read 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 and record how the symbol of “wind” compares to John 3:8?

6. Why did Nicodemus not understand Jesus’ words, according to verses 10-12?

Day Three: Digging Deeper
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.

Read John 3:12-16 today.

7. Nicodemus, who was a religious man, struggled to accept the truth of Jesus according to John 3:4,9, 
and 12.  What does Paul say about being able to understand spiritual truths?

1 Corinthians 2:14

2 Corinthians 4:4
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8. Jesus reveals to Nicodemus in verses 12-16 that He is the long awaited Messiah.  Review John 1 
Homework, Question 7.  Why should Nicodemus have recognized Him?

9. How did Paul testify to these truths about Jesus in 1 Corinthians 15:47?

10. John 1:14 references Moses and the bronze snake from Numbers 21:4-9.  Read the passage in 
Numbers and record how it’s elements foreshadowed the Messiah.

*the people’s location to the “promised land” (vs. 4):

*the people’s attitudes (vs. 4-5):

*the problem (vs. 6-7):

*the intercessor (vs.7) :

*the solution (vs. 8):

*the requirement (vs.9):

*the promise (vs.9):

11. In John 3:14, Jesus said, “so must the Son of Man be lifted up.”  How was Jesus’ “lifting up” part of 
God’s plan of salvation in light of the Numbers passage?

12. It can be easy for us to get stuck like Nicodemus.  You may know the scriptures, practice “religious” 
activities like attending church, and still not truly believe that Jesus was more than just a great 
teacher.  How do you struggle with trying to “figure it all out” or “make sure all the pieces fit” before 
you put your trust in Jesus?  How can believing by faith that Jesus is who He says He is impact your 
life?
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Day Four: Character Revealed 
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.

Read John 3:16-21 today.

13. Almost everyone has memorized John 3:16 at some point in their life.  As you read this passage 
today, what are the powerful statements made in it?

Who does God love?

What did God give up?

Who receives eternal life?

How is this good news?

14. Why did God send his Son into the world according to verse 17? 

15. God sent Jesus into the world to save us because of his great love!  What do the following verses say 
about God’s love?

Psalms 89:2

Jeremiah 31:3

1 John 4:8

1 John 4:9-10

Romans 5:8

Romans 8:39

16. What is the only requirement in order to escape judgement (vs. 18)?

17.  Read Romans 8:1-4 and record your response.  What is personally most meaningful to you?
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18.  As followers of God’s truth, how are we to live in response to the light?  (John 3:19-21)

Day Five:  A Response
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.

Read John 3:22-36 today.

19. What were John the Baptist and Jesus both doing?  Why were John’s disciples concerned?            
(vs. 22-26)

20. What was John the Baptist’s response in verses 27-30 and what did he mean by it?

21. What does John the Baptist’s response to his followers tell you about him?

22. John the Baptist was given a unique role in God’s plan of salvation.  How does that role compare with 
the role Christians have today to share the news about Jesus?  

23. What are the facts that John the Baptist reveals about the Son? (vs. 31-36)

24. In John Chapter 3, we see Jesus in three different roles:  as teacher (vs. 1-21), as bridegroom (vs. 
22-30) and as the witness (vs. 31-36).  Explain which of these roles is especially meaningful to you 
today?
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25.  As you review John Chapter 3, what have you studied this week that has made an impact on your life 
or encouraged spiritual growth?

TEACHING NOTES

Teacher:      Passage(s):     


