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JOHN 5:  JESUS, THE HEALER

  
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not 

be judged but has crossed over from death to life.” - John 5:24 (NIV)

DAY ONE:  GETTING STARTED
Before you start, take a moment to pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom to you as you read 
the word of God.  Take time to confess any sin that may need repentance and receive the grace the Lord 
has for you. 

Read John 5:1-47 today.  Record any key verses or phrases that stood out to you and why.  
(Read it several times using different translations and/or listen to an audio version if possible.)

DAY TWO:  A MIRACLE NEEDED
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.

Read John 5:1-6 today.

1. Remind yourself where Jesus was at the end of Chapter 4.  Where do we find Jesus now and why is 
He there? (vs. 1-3)

2. Jesus entered Jerusalem by way of the Sheep Gate, which was the gate through which sheep were 
brought into the temple for sacrifice.  The healing pool was named Bethesda, which in Greek means 
“house of mercy or grace”.  What significance do you find in the meanings of these places and the 
mission of Jesus?
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3. From the brief description of the man in verse 5, record how you imagine his physical state and 
emotional condition.

4. Jesus was surrounded by five covered porches overflowing with blind, lame, and paralyzed people 
who were anxiously anticipating being healed by the pools.  It was a place of great need and the 
needs never ceased.  What was prophesied about the Messiah according to Isaiah 35:5-6?  

5. What should have been an encouragement the man about Jesus in verse 6?  How do the following 
verses encourage you?

Psalm 139:13

Psalm 139:16

Proverbs 5:21

Luke 12:7

6. What did Jesus ask the man in verse 6 and what do you think the purpose was for the question?

7. Where was the man placing his hope in according to verse 7?

8. Reflect on some areas in your life that you are in need of “healing” but have placed your hope in other 
places rather than in front of the Lord with faith.  Pray about them today.  (Do not share in group 
discussion) 

Day Three: The Healer
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.

Read John 5:1-15 today.

9. The paralyzed man didn’t recognize the significance of the one who was in front of him.  How did 
Jesus heal the man (vs. 8-9) and what was significant about this?
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10. Throughout the gospels when Jesus healed, it was instantaneous and complete.  Is faith a 
prerequisite for healing?  According to verses 11-13, what did the man know about Jesus?

11. What is your reaction to the fact that Jesus sought out a man who did not seek Him, a man who was 
without faith, who was one among many in the crowd, and the one He chose to heal?

12. Afterward, Jesus “disappeared into the crowd” and left the scene.  There was no profession of faith 
from the healed man that was recorded.  What did Jesus eventually do in verse 14?  How is this a 
picture of His grace that He offers to you and I?

13. What does John 15:16 say about coming to faith?  What is our only responsibility according to 
Ephesians 2:8-9?

14. As you read the end of this narrative, do you think the man came to faith in Jesus?  What are the 
implications of his actions in verse 15 and how are people like this today?

Day Four:  “Official” Persecution Begins
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.

Read John 5:16-30 today.

15. What specific details did Moses record in Exodus 20:8-11 about the Sabbath?

16. Look back to John 5:10.  Who was originally in trouble for violating the Sabbath and why?  What 
defense did the paralyzed man offer according to verse 11?
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17. What does Jesus say to the religious leaders in Mark 2:27-28 regarding the Sabbath?

18. Describe the chain reaction that occurred as a result of the miracle at the pool.  What were the core 
issues at the root of the conflict (vs. 16-18)?

19. What are some of the claims Jesus makes about His relationship with the Father in verses 19-23?

Power/Works:

Judgement:

Honor:

20. In verses 17, 19, & 30 Jesus states principles that controlled His life.  Consider how they can be a 
pattern for you as well and then personalize them by writing them out as your own principles.

21. The religious leaders were caught up in obeying a list of man-made rules instead of worshipping the 
Messiah.  What are some “rules” you have placed in your life that are keeping you from truly 
recognizing and experiencing who Jesus is?
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Day Five:  Witnesses
Begin today with prayer and meditate on the memory verse.

Read John 5:31-47 today.

22. Jesus began to prepare a legal defense against the attack started by the “earthly judges” known as 
the Pharisees.  Why was His testimony alone not sufficient for them according to the Old Testament 
law in Numbers 35:30 and Deuteronomy 17:6?

23. Who did Jesus mention as His first valid witness to the truth in verses 33-35?  What did the witness 
testify about Jesus according to John 1:23, 1:29 and 36, and John 1:34?

24. The second witness that Jesus brings to His defense was His miracles.  What does John 5:36 say 
about His works?  What did Nicodemus, who was a Pharisee, testify to in John 3:2?

25. Who is the third witness mentioned according to verse 37?  Record what was said and the events in 
which they occurred in Matthew 3:17, Matthew 17:5, 2 Peter 1:17? 

26. The final witness Jesus mentioned were the Scriptures, which purposely pointed to Him!  The 
Pharisees ignored clear evidence in the Old Testament that Jesus was the Messiah and more notably 
was that they misunderstood the purpose of the Mosaic Law completely!  What does Romans 3:20 
and Galatians 3:10-11 & 24 say about the Law?

27.  What did the accusers not have according to verse 42?

28. If you have accepted the Messiah and believe the four witnesses, how does the fact that you have 
God’s love impact you?  How does it change your everyday walk? 
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29. As you review John Chapter 5, what have you studied this week that has made an impact on your life 
or encouraged spiritual growth?

TEACHING NOTES

Teacher:      Passage(s):     


