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Board Meeting. All members welcome. 
RSVP to president@bmwpugetsound.com.

March 31, Saturday 
Cascade Foothills Tour. A beautiful drive 
with a couple of interesting stops, including 
DirtFish Rally School. 
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See the details in Motorsports Report. 
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May 23, Wednesday 
Board Meeting. All members welcome. 
RSVP to president@bmwpugetsound.com.

May 27, Sunday 
Burgers & BMWs at the Triple X in Issaquah. 

June 9, Saturday 
Dyno Day at Carb Connection in Kirkland. 

June 23, Saturday 
Tech Event at Accuracy Automotive, 
geared to the E30.

June 24, Sunday 
E30 Picnic at the LeMay Family Foundation.  
The biggest E30 event on the planet. 

For more information about any event, go to our website: www.BMWPugetSound.com.
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ON THE COVER 
2018 marks the 50th anniversary of 
the introduction of the iconic 2002. 

BMW Press

President’s Column
Spring iS nature’S way of Saying 
“let’S party,” according to Robin  
Williams. Truer words have never been 
spoken. By the time you read this article,  
we will be well into March. Watch the 
ATS emails for upcoming events. I keep 
writing this to you all, but it is really 
important that you update your email 
address to get these announcements. If 
you find that the ATS emails are going 
to spam, mark them as “not spam” if you  
are using Gmail and then you will get 
all of the latest news. We are working 
diligently on the website to fill in all the 
holes; we are almost there.

 “Spring is the time of plans and  
projects.” (from Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy).  
Spring time is also a time to think about 
the future. We have been announcing 
board position vacancies and asking 
members to participate in very specific 
ways. You all know I am a track person; 
think about doing a Car Control Clinic 
and then a High Performance Driving  
Education day. You purchased the  
Ultimate Driving Machine, go out and 
use it. If going fast on the track is not 
your thing, we have the solution to this. 
On March 31, we will be having a tour 
to the Cascade Foothills, ending at  

DirtFish Rally School. Unfortunately, 
they will not let us take our cars out on 
the dirt, but you can take their cars! Let 
me tell you, it is a blast. Plan on doing 
more driving events this year!
 Projects are something that keep the 
hands and mind sharp. If you have a 
place to safely work on your car, do so. 
There is something therapeutic about 
working on a machine and getting it to 
run well or at all. This coming from a  
microbiologist; I love showing up in the 
lab with grease under my fingernails. 
Why do I advocate this? Because we 
live in a very technical, back-lit screen 
world and I think we need a break. Do 
something with your car besides putting 
gas in it! 
 I greatly look forward to the coming 
year. We have some very interesting and 
novel events planned for the summer. 
May 11 is the first track day and it seems 
a long way off. I need to start getting  
the speedy 318is TRAKCAR ready  
for 2018!
 See you out there,

Steve Libby
Senior Instructor

 

Cascade Foothills 2018
Do you alreaDy know how to  
enjoy your ultimate Driving  
machine? We hope so! But if not, 
get ready for some curvy roads,  
stunning scenery and join us on  
our first 2018 road tour.
 Join us Saturday, March 31 for  
the Cascade Foothills half-day tour! 
We will meet at 9:00 am at Eastside 
Bavarian (6010 221st Pl. SE, Issaquah)  
and after a short drivers’ meeting  
we’ll head out at 9:30 am sharp to 
enjoy the beautiful views of the  
Cascade foothills. Along the way 
we’ll be visiting Vintage Motors in 
Carnation, then cruise through Fall 
City, Snoqualmie and North Bend, 
finishing up our drive at the exciting  
DirtFish Rally School (7001 396th 
Drive SE, Snoqualmie) around noon,  
where we’ll get a tour of the facility 
and see some drivers in action!
 The only requirements, other 
than at least one person in your car 
needs to be a BMW Club member, 
are following the rules of the road 
and common courtesy. All tours are 
driven on public paved roads, mind-
ing local traffic laws. We focus on 
having fun, camaraderie, and enjoy-
ing parts of our region you may not 
be familiar with, and doing so safely. Ph

ot
o 

by
 C

hr
is

tia
ne

 H
el

bi
g.

Tailgating and unsafe passing are not 
what we are about. 
 To save time in the morning, 
please download, print, and sign the 
waivers in advance and hand it to 
me at the drivers meeting before 
we get underway. Everybody in the 
car needs to sign, or have it signed 
for them if they are under 18. The 
waivers can be found on the chapter 
website. 
 RSVP to cascade-foothills-2018@
bmwpugetsound.com.

Marcelo Vaccaro, Tour Coordinator

Tour route can be found at:
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1y
PZPkN1RDEcNm6qMOYgYcii6bf9
Sa6ep&usp=sharing
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PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

(Totem Lake) 425-823-1511

OMNI
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.

your puget SounD region BMW Car Club will hold the 
Ninth Annual Burgers & BMWs gathering at the Issaquah 
Triple X Root Beer Drive-In on Sunday, May 27. This event 
has become enormously popular and we routinely have over 
200 Bimmers for the event! How cool is that?
 Wander among a variety of old, new, stock and modified  
Bimmers but most importantly, share your enthusiasm with 
fellow Bimmerphiles. All BMWs, new and old, clean or dirty 
are welcomed. We anticipate BMWs from seven decades! 
The event begins at 10:00 am. If you were there last year, we 
were shoe-horning cars in every available space in the Triple 
X Drive-In. Due to the frenetic nature of parking a tsunami 
of BMWs we can’t save spots for late comers. If you want to 
park with friends, coordinate to arrive as a group. 
 This year we will host a raffle with all kinds of goodies.  
The raffle will start at 2:00 pm. We will be selling raffle tickets 
during the event. Burgers & BMWs will run until the last 
BMW leaves for home.
 No Club Membership is required; you just show up with 
your Bimmer. So tell all your BMW friends to come out and 
enjoy the show. Bring some extra cash for lunch, the Triple-X 
Drive-in only takes cash! 
 The cost is a $10 donation (cash only) for a space in  
the upper Premier Lot, free in the overflow lots. Donations 
support Life Enrichment Options in Issaquah. This is a great 
cause and helps out a special set of folks.

Greg Smith, Burgers & BMWs Chairman
gregormsmith@gmail.com

425-922-5326

Burgers & BMWs Sunday, May 27
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June 23–2417th Annual E30 Picnic Weekend!
E30 Tech Session
Sponsored by R3V Limited
Saturday, June 23, 1:00–4:00 pm
Accuracy Automative
2905 Jahn Ave. NW Suite 6
Gig Harbor, WA 98335 

Sunday will be the traditional E30 Show 
& Shine starting at 10:00 am. The E30 
Picnic has evolved into the largest  
gathering of E30s on earth. We are  
planning on 200+ E30s that day, so be 
sure to be part of the fun! All E30s are 
invited, from garage queens to daily 
drivers (like mine!). 

E30 Picnic 
Sunday, June 24, 10:00 am–3:00 pm
LeMay Collection at Marymount
325 – 152nd Street East, Tacoma 98445
www.LeMayMarymount.org

Register Early and Save!
Receive a discounted entry fee by  
registering at www.motorsportreg.com  
—the only place to register for the 
E30 Picnic. Cost is $15 for BMW Club 
members, $18 for non-members. Early 
registration closes at 6:00 pm on Thurs-
day, June 21. You can register on site the 
day of the show for $25, cash only. 

All Club Members Welcome!
All Club members are welcome to attend  
the E30 Picnic. New for this year: Non 
E30s will enter at the main LeMay  
entrance and pay $15 for parking in  
the regular LeMay parking lot which  
besides seeing the E30 Picnic will  
include touring the LeMay Museum. 
See: www.E30Picnic.com for all the 
latest information regarding the E30 
Picnic. See you there!

Lance Richert, E30 Picnic Chairman
LanceRichert@gmail.com, 425-443-2188

Covering various E30 related topics  
in one-hour blocks all afternoon.  
Sponsored by R3VLimited.

 

BMW Dyno Day 
2018
 
it’S time for our 15th annual  
rubber meetS the rollerS 
event. AKA, gear head get- 
together, bench racing session 
with proof or just all around good  
time with car show and food.
 Alex and the guys at the  
Carb Connection in Kirkland are 
hosting the dyno tech session for 
our Club at a discounted rate. 
Saturday, June 9, we will pay 
only $85 (normally $145) to run 
our cars on their Dyno Jet 248 
4wd dyno. Make up to three runs 
and get a print out of your car’s 
actual horsepower and torque 
at the wheels as well as air fuel 
ratio. Bring your own flash drive 
and they will save the files for you.
 Come out and give your  
Bimmer a good flogging and let’s 
see what kind of horsepower 
those stock cars or mods really  
make. Typically we run between 
25 and 35 cars, so sign up early.  
Last year’s top honors didn’t turn 
in their documentation so I went 
with the highest recorded docu-
mentation I have, which belongs 
to Nathan running a ’96 M3 
with TRM turbo system making 
465/435 whp. Second place was 
an F430 Ferrari putting down 
448/294. Highest torque went to 
a 2011 335d putting down 444 
wtq! This year, the new awd M5 
is out with 600hp running high 
10 second quarter mile times.  
Would love to see some new M 
cars or a tuned/turbo’ed E30?
 The Club will be providing  
the BBQ and refreshments 
around noon. There is plenty of 
parking on the back side of the 
building by the dyno room, so 
weather you’re going to run your 
car or not join fellow gear heads 
in having a great time.
 RSVP to Jeff Butler at  
jeff@hauryscollision.com

Jeff Butler
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MOTOR SPORTS
Alright everyone, it is time to start  
thinking about going to the track!

it haS been a milD winter anD 
Spring iS juSt arounD the corner, 
So get reaDy. I am itching to get some 
seat time! Are you daydreaming about 
taking that freeway on ramp with no 
other cars on the road except you? Are 
you dreaming of going to the track to 
drive but think you need “the right car” 
rather than your daily driver? Are you 
still thinking about how long it will be 
to the next track day? Your dreams will 
soon come true.
 We have posted the days for the High 
Performance Driving Education and 
Car Control Clinic days in the previous 
Zündfolge and on the website. Come to 
our first of the year High Performance 
Driving School event or take the Car 
Control Clinic on May 11 and get some 
seat time! Your BMW was designed to 
be the Ultimate Driving Machine by 
engineers who did not go to school to 
make toasters! Enjoy using your car 
like it’s meant to be driven with some 
of the Northwest’s best cadre of driving 
instructors in the right seat. We will have 
four Friday track days at Pacific Race-
ways, and one Sunday track day at the 
Ridge Motorsport Park at Shelton.

2018 TRACK SEASON DATES

Pacific Raceway HPDE and CCC
May 11
June 8,
July 13 
August 24 

The Ridge (no CCC)
September 23 

Prices: CCC $125, HPDE $290

 What do you need to do in order to 
bring your car to the track to attend a 
Car Control Clinic or High Performance 
Driving Education event? The answer 
is nothing, except make sure it is in safe 
operating condition, it has gas in the tank,  
and you are ready. For the CCC, you do 

not need to have the car inspected, you 
do not need a helmet, gloves, driving 
shoes, or fancy sunglasses; just be ready 
to learn new driving skills. 
 If you are attending your first HPDE 
event, there are only a few things you 
will need to be prepared. Have a safety 
inspection performed on your car by a 
certified mechanic and have them stamp 
your inspection form. You will need a 
SNELL 2010 or 2015 rated Motorsport 
helmet, no motorcycle helmets. That 
is it. Yes, you can bring a pop-up tent,  
chairs, coolers, cold drinks, an air gauge, 
and a torque wrench if you like. Once 
your car passes inspection, just make sure  
you have a helmet and full tank of gas. 

What about if you are really into the 
HPDE events? I have some suggestions:

1. Everyday is a track day.  
When you are commuting to work, 
use the skills learned at the track and 
Car Control Clinics: keep your eyes 
up, look down the road, vision, hands 
at a comfortable position on the steer-
ing wheel (9 and 3), use throttle-brake 
modulation, and always engage in 
defensive driving. What you learned 
on the track is completely applicable 
to driving on the street and highway. 

2. Learn to heel-and-toe brake and 
downshift.  
If you have a manual transmission,  
try to learn this technique. This is  
an important skill to master if you 
want to move your driving to the next 
level. Practice this in a parking lot  
or while you are commuting. There 
are many web resources available if 
you are a video-learner. Maybe you 
could contact one of your instructors 
via email and ask for some advice. 
What if you do not have a manual 
transmission? That is perfectly okay; 
your car will still go fast, handle 
wonderfully, and you will have a great 
time! Remember, the new M2, M3, 
M4, and M5s and other BMW are all  
“automatics” and can be driven on  
the track at speed without ever touch-
ing the paddles.

3. Improvements to your car.  
Learn to work on your car (or not—
Editor), change the oil, change the air 
filter, clean the engine compartment, 
clean the inside, crawl under the car 
safely, and give the car a good wax 
job. Your BMW might need some 
work for the coming year and if so, get 
it inspected early. Remember, you do 
not need fancy suspensions, super  

Sunny Day at the track.
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sticky tires, or aggressive track brake 
pads to drive your car on the track. 
Yes, as people get more involved in 
this sport and move up into faster  
run groups, some consider getting a 
dedicated set of wheels just for the 
track. You might consider getting 
some brake pads for the track and 
learn how to install them yourself. 
But, they are not required and in most 
cases are not needed. Will getting 
some driving gloves and driving shoes 
help (and look cool also)? Probably, 
but again they are not needed. I know 
some real fast, smooth drivers using 
bare hands and running shoes! 

4. Do some indoor go-karting.  
There are three really nice indoor 
go-kart facilities in the Seattle area. 
When it is cold and rainy outside, a 
fast gasoline powered go-kart is just 
what you need to satisfy that driving  
addiction. Get a bunch of friends 
together and go karting! Driving 
simulators and video driving setup are 
becoming more popular and useful. 

The PRO3 drivers tell me that karting 
is a good way to keep skills sharp.

The BMW CCA Track Program
The Track committee met in December 
to discuss policies and philosophies 
regarding our track program. We have 
not made any significant changes to the 
program compared to last year. Here is  
a refresher of the run group descriptions:

1. A-B groups.  
A and B group drivers are in these 
groups because they have demon-
strated excellent car control, very safe 
driving practices while in traffic, and 
have proven to senior instructors (or 
chief driving instructor) that they can 
drive solo comfortably. We’ve tried  
an experiment over the past few  
years giving the A drivers much more 
freedom, and having most coaching 
occur outside of the car when they’re 
not on the track. This has worked very 
well and we will continue. This will 
continue to be the case for B group  
as well. 

2. “Why am I in a particular run group 
and how do I move to the next level?” 
Drivers are classified simply based 
on experience and recommendations 
from previous instructors. If you have 
never been on the racetrack before 
but completed a Car Control Clinic 
or similar training, you will be in 
D-group. If you have not been to the 
track in some time and feel like start-
ing over again, you will be placed in 
D-group. 

  Drivers, who have attended either 
BMW CCA or PCA track events  
and have at least one year of expe-
rience driving, will most likely be 
placed in C-group. This is not a hard 
and fast rule, but is a good guide. 
There is no requirement that you 
move to a run group where you might 
not be comfortable. 

  The move from C-group to  
B-group is a determined by the CDI 
after careful review of the driver’s 
written record. We expect B-group 

Continued on Page 8
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Motor Sports
drivers to have mastered car control, 
can handle their car at speed, are 
profoundly safe drivers, and are able 
to manage speed in traffic. 

  If at any time you feel that your 
driving skill would benefit from moving  
to a different group, talk it over with 
your instructor. Together with the 
CDI, you may be moved to the next 
faster group or asked to remain in  
the assigned run group. We want to 
optimize your experience on the 
track, but will do so in a manner that 
does not compromise safety for you 
and others on the track. 

3. Instruction vs. Coaching.  
“It is easier for a tutor to command 
than to teach.” (John Locke 1700) Much 
has been written about how people 
learn and how to understand how 
people learn. As instructors, we sit in 
the right seat with someone we have 
never met before and must figure  
out how to disseminate a great deal of 
information quickly and understand-
ably. This indeed is a challenge, but 
simply is a requirement of becoming  
a driving instructor. Participants who  
are first starting out need more  
“instruction” and this is why we call  
this group D.    
 We spend more time talking and 
truly instructing drivers to develop 
skills needed to successfully drive 

Pacific Raceway or The Ridge safely 
and quickly.  
 At some point though, we transi-
tion from the role of telling the driver 
what to do to talking less, analyzing 
the situations, and offering advice  
on how to do things better. That’s the  
transition from “instructor” to “coach.”  
As opposed to having someone riding  
with you in the sessions, we may 
assign an instructor to you that can 
talk to you after the session about 
how things went. What are your goals 
and how to best get there? We will 
continue to have download sessions 
by group leaders at the end of the run. 
Each group has a dedicated leader: I 
am in charge of C-group. We will try 
to keep these sessions brief.

4. Ross Bentley and Speed Secrets  
eBook and on-line information.  
As I mentioned above, you need to 
read as much as you can about high 
performance driving told by Ross 
Bentley. If you have a chance to  
attend seminars by Ross Bentley, do 
it. If you cannot, then read as many 
books by him as possible. Yes, this 
means actually buying and reading 
some books. As a place to start, visit 
Ross’s site: http://speedsecretsweekly.
com/. For a mere $12 per year, you can 
get weekly driving tips and information  
every Tuesday morning via email.  

Continued from Page 7

 Probably the most important 
eBook you can read on high perfor-
mance driving is called Brake, Brake, 
BRAKE, the HPDE Instructor Mani-
festo: http://hpde-instructor-tips.com. 
Ross has specifically given us permis-
sion to allow anyone to download 
this book. It is important for HPDE 
participants to understand what we 
as instructors/coaches are trying to do 
from the right seat. Read this book 
over and you will understand not only 
the approach but also it will make you 
a better driver. 
 Not only will you become a better 
driver, but you might incorporate 
Ross’s concepts in your own everyday 
life and work environment. You will 
be surprised how much of what Ross  
describes is applicable to many  
non-driving situations. Ross Bentley  
is our home-grown instructor, but 
there are others authors who write 
about this topic. 

 It is still March and May seems like a 
long time in the future. But, May 11 will 
be here sooner than you think. You have 
some homework assignments to do until 
then; there will be a quiz at the track!
 See you out there,

Steve Libby
President, Senior Instructor

Driving Events Coordinator
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over the yearS, there have been 
many changes to Zündfolge. While 
we published 11 issues per year for 
many years, a few years ago we went 
to every other month and now we’re 
quarterly. BMW CCA chapter mini-
mum requirements require a print 
newsletter at least once per quarter 
to remain in good standing.
 The truth is, everything we do 
with Zündfolge could be done better 
electronically. The main purpose of 
the chapter newsletter is to inform 
members about coming local events 
and to report back on those events 
after-the-fact. There is much more 
we print, but that’s the main thrust 
of the local chapter publication.
 We can communicate with  
chapter members more quickly, 
more frequently and more cheaply 
electronically via bulk emails, the 
website and social media. If we were 
allowed to do so, we would cease  
the print version of Zündfolge and 
communicate with you exclusively01 
through electronic means. 
 The national board is aware of 
this issue and has been struggling 
with it for several years. One of the 
arguments has been that there are 
still members who don’t have com-
puters! Maybe, but not many. 
 As far as our Puget Sound Region 
chapter, we have email addresses for  
all but 58 of our members. This 
doesn’t include associate members, 
but they don’t receive Zündfolge 
anyway. We would like to get email 
addresses from you last holdouts so 
we can communicate with you more 
effectively.
 But there is another issue, and 
that is that some people just like to 
receive Zündfolge in print form. The 
dilemma that the chapter board has 
is one of limited time contributed by 
volunteers and money. If we didn’t 
do an ink-on-paper Zündfolge, we 
could spend that time and money 
improving the website and social 
media content. If most members 

want to go fully electronic with 
chapter communication but a few 
hold out for ink-on-paper, well, doing  
one copy of Zündfolge is really 
expensive. The next 1,999 copies are 
relatively cheap. The point is that 
ink-on-paper requires economies  
of scale. 
 What would fully electronic com-
munication look like? We’d do more 
bulk emails, our Around the Sound 
blasts. We’d also be able to do more 
with the website. Communication 
would be much quicker and timely. 
 Our Zündfolge lead times are 
three weeks. For example, I’m writing  
this March 2nd, you’re probably 
reading it towards the end of March, 
and some of the events promoted 
in this issue are in June. Events put 
together on short notice simply can’t 
be promoted via Zündfolge. We’ve 
found in the last few years that 
almost everyone registers for events 
based on the Around the Sound 
blasts. A few hear about events  
via Facebook and virtually no one 
registers because they heard about 
an event in the print Zündfolge. 
 There is also something new that  
the National board will be trying 
with the Pacific Region being the 
beta test site. There will be a Pacific 
Region Newsletter coming out in 
the plastic bag of the May edition of 
Roundel. We will be a beta test for 
the idea of having a regional news-
letter that provides information for 
all events in the Pacific Region. 
 Here’s what we would like from 
you. First, we’d like to get your  
email address if you’re one of the  
58 holdouts. Second, we’d like to 
know what you think. We are going 
to send out a survey on this topic 
sometime during the second quarter 
of this year. It will be simple and 
straightforward. We’d like you to 
complete the survey as this will help 
guide the Chapter Board.

David Lightfoot
Editor-in-Chief

Zündfolge Changes 2017 Financial  
Report

Balance Sheet   

Assets

Cash $ 64,834

Accounts receivable  660

Prepaids  24,475

Fixed Assets  2,138

Total $ 92,107

Liabilities and Equity

Total Equity $ 92,107

Functional Income Statement   

Share of Dues less 

  administrative expenses  $ 21,183

Net from Driving Schools   1,757

Net Online Media Cost    -9,731

Net Zündfolge Cost   -2,297

Net Tours Cost   -2,067

Net Car Shows Cost   -3,591

Net General Meetings Cost   -829

Net for the Year $ 4,425

Each year the chapter is required to 
report its financials to the membership 
via the Chapter newsletter. Here is our 
Balance Sheet at December 31, 2017.
 The Prepaids are mostly deposits  
on track dates in 2018. The chapter  
has no Liabilities as of year-end.
 For the Income Statement, we’re 
presenting it by functional area, which 
makes the information more under-
standable. Each line is revenue less 
related expenses.
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“you want me to uSe my left foot 
to brake and lift off the throttle to 
make this turn, are you crazy?” Thus 
began my introduction to DirtFish Rally 
School. Michelle Miller, my instructor, 
Puget Sound Chapter BMW CCA Past 
President, and two-time National Solo 
Autocross champion, was asking me to 
do all the maneuvers that I have told 
drivers on pavement not to do! I will 
never learn this.
 I was fortunate enough to have 
been asked to participate in an all-day 
DirtFish Rally School with the gang 
from Eastside Bavarian on a sunny but 
chilly June day. We all got to drive in 
rally prepared Subaru BRZs—light, fast, 
and rear-wheel drive. Since we all drive 
BMWs, it was appropriate that we learn 

on loose gravel. We all were reminded 
that today’s driving will all be done on 
loose gravel and dirt, not dry pavement! 
We were told about the exercises we 
would be doing throughout the day and 
how they would build on each other. We 
had to be reminded that turning a car on 
loose gravel and dirt does not involve 
much steering input, but is done by 
controlling weight distribution by using 
the throttle. 
 After the classroom discussion, it 
was time to put these lessons to the test. 
We gathered in the old Weyerhaeuser 
warehouse where we were introduced to 
our instructors. Not exactly like picking  
teams for basketball back in high school 
gym class, but . . . I had requested Michelle  
Miller to instruct the instructor (me). 

pretty. I was trying to drive the car as if 
it were on dry pavement; this strategy 
was clearly not working.

Slalom in the Dirt
On to the slalom course and I was still 
not getting it. “Okay Michelle, what am  
I doing wrong?” Michelle calmly told me  
to use the throttle as a steering wheel, 
be patient, lift, then turn the wheel—in 
that order. Patience is the key to driving 
in the dirt. The other thing is to remem-
ber you are not on dry pavement. The 
slalom course is a series of candlesticks 
marking gates that are to be driven 
around, not over, much like a ski racing 
slalom course. On loose gravel, turn-in 
around the candlesticks is accomplished 
by lifting your foot from the throttle, 
turning the wheel and letting the back 
end come around, then back on the 
throttle. The technique is called, “lift 
turn induced oversteer.” I think I finally 
got this and Michelle said I was doing 
well. Too bad as she had to tell me that 
it was over and we had to move on, I 
could have done this all day! 

Boneyard
We next proceeded to the Boneyard, 
a small road course with right and left 
turns at the end of short straights. The 
Boneyard is a course that is designed 
to put together all the skills learned 
previously. The straights are just long 
enough to get to moderate speed before 
entering each corner and drifting the 
car through the corner. We all got pretty 
good at this course and the speeds went 
up with no one spinning out or going 
off course. Again, patience was required 
to slow the car and induce oversteer to 
navigate the corners. Now I was begin-
ning to understand the World Rally  
racing series, but those guys are going  
a lot faster!

Give Me a Break
At lunch, Ted Anthony Jr. talked more 
about vehicle control, weight transfer, 
and steering. He went over more car 
control theory and practice and related 
it to what we had learned in our morn-
ing driving. The newcomers to perfor-
mance driving were getting it and some 
of the old timers were learning new 

A Day at DirtFish Rally School by Steve Libby

in a rear wheel drive car as opposed 
to the all-wheel drive STIs. The BRZs 
are all fitted with a full safety cage, race 
seats, four-point harnesses and commu-
nication system.

Introduction to Rallying
The day began with a classroom session  
and introduction by Ted Anthony Jr., 
a PRO3 racer and rally driver. Ted’s 
welcoming remarks were geared to 
introduce rally driving and how it differs 
from road course or autocross driving. 
Ted described the fundamentals of car 
control, weight transfer, throttle use and 
brake application to get the car to turn 

Skid Pad
Following introductions and being fitted  
in the seats and harnesses, we got a 
demonstration ride on the skid pad 
to get a feel of what the car would be 
doing on loose surfaces. The purpose of 
the skid pad is to teach the concept of 
throttle steering. For those of you who 
have taken the Car Control Clinic, you 
might be familiar with this after having 
driven on the wet skid pad.
 “Okay Steve, I want you to get the 
car into second gear. Accelerate to the 
‘candle stick’ (tall orange marker), lift 
off the throttle, and turn the car, no 
brakes!” My first time around was not 
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tricks. Interestingly, the same terms are 
applied to high performance driving on 
the pavement as in the dirt, but a little 
differently. We had one more exercise to  
master, trail braking, then onto the Link!

Give me a Brake
Hmm, trail braking on loose gravel. 
This is going to be interesting. We lined 
up for a straight run, then applied the 
brakes hard enough to lock the wheels 
and then turned left while keeping the  
car on the intended course. Trail braking  
means that you remain on the brakes 
through the turn but just enough to 
control weight distribution. If you have 
driven turns 3a and 3b at Pacific Race-
way, you know what I am talking about. 

This was a blast and most of us got it 
pretty quickly. The BRZs are wonder-
fully balanced, nimble cars that can 
easily be rotated. I have to hand it to 
the instructors; they have some extra 
courage to trust a bunch of new drivers 
with the pedal to the floor followed by 
hammering the brakes and not go flying 
off course! Kind of like sitting in the 
right seat with a driver going into Turn 2 
at Pacific doing 140 mph and hoping we 
are going to make it! Now, it was time to 
put this all together and drive the Link.

The Link
Now is the time to put all the skills to 
the test and drive the combined Slalom 
and Boneyard course. I was feeling pretty  

confident, went too fast, and spun out 
twice. Michelle’s steady calm voice got 
me reeled in and the rest of the session 
was just too much fun. And fast! I did 
not want this session to end, but alas, all 
things must come to an end. To finish 
off the day, we were led to the DirtFish 
swag store to buy lots of cool stuff to 
remember this special day.

Learnings
So, what did I learn? I decided that 
I would approach this day as if I had 
never been to any other driving event. 
I was going to be a beginning student 
to rally driving and pay attention to my 
instructor. I did and had a blast! The 
instructors at DirtFish Rally School are 
very professional and skilled drivers. 
They are able to articulate rather com-
plicated concepts of vehicle dynamics 
and control to people with no previous 
performance driving experience. The 
preparation of the BRZs is impressive 
for how much abuse these little cars 
take every day. Having the opportunity 
to drive a rear wheel drive rally car in 
the dirt was really important if we were 
to take these skills to pavement driving. 

 Want to learn a new form of per-
formance driving? Consider taking a 
course at DirtFish. We’re fortunate to 
have this resource right in Snoqualmie. 
The school is located near the Salish 
Lodge and Spa located at Snoqualmie 
Falls.

Steve Libby in yellow shirt with DirtFish instructors and the Eastside Bavarian crew.
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Steve Libby and Michelle Miller celebrate a fun day. 
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hey, michael olSen, former author  
of pro3 line, we could really use a 
hand. Better yet, send Melanie Olsen, 
the really funny one in the family. Don’t 
believe us; check out “A Squirrel Named 
Peanut Butter” at https://melanieolsen.me.
 How about you, Satch Carlson?  
We could really use your help. Or John 
Phillips and Peter Egan? Now that 
you’re semi-retired from Car and Driver 
and Road and Track—how about lend-
ing a hand?
 When you write about car racing,  
what the hell do you write about in the 
off season? Yeah, we know, there are 
other series like IMSA, but this column 
is about PRO3. And from October 
through March that means zip.
 We could write about the 2017 season,  
but most of you know that champ Shaun 
Northrop is moving on to the Spec E46  
class—like PRO3 champs Charles Hurley  
and Olivier Henrichot before him. So, 
there’s plenty of room at the top for 
new PRO3 racers. 
 We could talk about big changes 
at the conference level—an all-new 
board and lots more involvement with 
SOVREN. Or all the stuff at the club 
level—IRDC with a new board and 
lots of new ideas, like more HPDE run 
groups in race weekends—Cascade  

The PRO3 Line
getting involved with the INDY and 
Pirelli World Challenge races at PIR—
NWMS making major improvements 
at Spokane—and Team Continental 
regrouping for 2019 at the always excit-
ing Oregon Raceway Park. 
 We could talk about car prep. But 
frankly, neither of us knows much about 
that. And when you’re already racing, 
and up to your eyebrows in sketchy MAFs  
units and bent subframes, that’s about 
the last thing racers want to hear about.
 We could talk about driver improve- 
ment, but Ross Bentley has that covered.  
Plus, go visit PGP or another Karting 
track in the rain and snow to see who’s 
really doing their off-season prep.
 So, let’s talk about “getting involved.” 
I know, that usually means someone is 
about to hit you up for money, but that’s 
not the case here—we promise. 
 Reading Zündfolge means you prob-
ably own, or want to own, a BMW auto-
mobile. And you undoubtedly know that 
they are the “ultimate driving machine.” 
But have you ever EXPERIENCED 
that? Have you ever taken your car to 
a race track to see what it could really 
do? If not, we guarantee that you will be 
blown away.
 Even our 30-year old E30s have 
handling capabilities that you can’t even 

imagine. The grip, the balance, the brak-
ing is simply awesome—totally involving  
and totally fun. Try it and you’ll never 
look back. Unless you suffer from serious  
motion sickness. Or your significant other  
is a real party pooper.
 So, how do you get involved? Simple. 
In our conference, the International 
Conference of Sports Car Clubs—yeah, 
that’s why we use ICSCC—there are 
six sanctioned road course tracks in the 
Pacific NW. All have their own driver 
training and HPDEs (High Performance  
Driving Events). Just go to the website  
of the club or school operating the course  
nearest you, check out the Schedule 
or Calendar, look for Practice Days or 
Driver Training, and sign up. A couple 
clicks is all it takes. These events usually 
start in March or April. If you have any 
problems, give us a call. Here are the 
courses and sites.
•	 Pacific	Raceway	/	Auburn,	WA	 

www.proformanceracingschool.com
•	 Portland	International	Raceway	/

Portland, OR  
www.cascadesportscarclub.org

•	 Ridge	Motorsports	Park	/	Shelton,	WA	 
www.ridgemotorsportspark.com

•	 Oregon	Raceway	Park	/	Grass	Valley,	OR	 
www.teamcontinental.com
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Bill ‘Blue Baron’ Ecker and Jim ‘Croc Man’ Cissell

A gaggle of PRO3 cars enters the kink on the main straight at 
Pacific Raceway in Kent. Jim Cissell three-wheelin’ at The Ridge.
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•	 Spokane	County	Raceway	/	Spokane,	WA 
www.northwestmotorsports.org

•	 Mission	Raceway—Mission,	BC	 
www.sccbc.net

 When you get to the event, ask the 
instructors if there are any PRO3 drivers  
around. We’d love to meet you and lend 
a hand. Maybe even give you a free PRO3  
calendar or photo bomb your selfie.

 Ready to get your race license?  
www.icscc.com/season.php shows seven, 
drivers’ training schools this year. Schools  
are available at ORP, Portland and  
Pacific Raceways, so there’s one near 
you. Registration is already live for the 
April and May schools. 
 Now, if you’re already racing, “getting 
involved” means something else entirely. 
At the IRDC club level, the current 

President (Gama Aguilar), Contest 
Board Rep (James Crivellone), Course 
Marshall (Dave Weller) and Chief Driv-
ing Instructor (our very own Bill Ecker) 
are all current or alumni PRO3 racers. 
 And a huge thank you to one who 
really got involved, Lance Richert! 
Lance—who has singlehandedly been 
the engine behind PRO3 sponsors, 
calendars and countless other enhance-
ments—is now enjoying the fruits 
of his success as an architect (www.
lancerichertarchitect.com)—and slowly 
transitioning the nuts-and-bolts work of 
PRO3 to the next generation. To Lance, 
all of PRO3 extends a lifetime supply of 
gratitude and respect! 
 See you at the track.

Bill Ecker PRO3 #137 
Jim Cissell PRO3 #119

P.S. Jim recently posted new videos:
•	 Car	Crashes	2009-17	 

youtu.be/ytwZvGmHGIk
•	 The	Art	of	Racing	Through	the	Pain	 

youtu.be/YfklL1TQpoc

Lance Richert in Turn 5A at Pacific Raceway.
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any of you who know me anD my 
traffic Safety aDvocacy work know 
that I have a very long wish list for  
improving American driver education  
in particular and driver behavior in  
general. But regardless if you’re a novice  
or an experienced driver, something  
that we all could have used more when 
we did our driver training is what I call 
road literacy.
 What is road literacy? Simply put, it 
is the ability to read what is happening 
on the road like an open book. It means 
having “street smarts” (quite literally)  
in that you understand what is taking 
place in your environment in the pres-
ent moment, that you can imagine what 
could happen in the next, and realizing 
what your role is in affecting the next 
future moments for yourself and every-
one else in that space.
 Road literacy is not the sole domain 
of drivers of vehicles, either. It is just as 
relevant and perhaps even more crucial 
for bicyclists, pedestrians, motorcyclists, 
skateboarders, etc.—in short, anyone 
who is traveling with and interacting 
with others in the same road space.
 A good example of how to practice 
road literacy is when we’re walking back 
to our cars in a parking lot. It’s a seem-
ingly simple act, but you must watch 
for vehicles with their backup lights on, 
their drivers potentially about to reverse 
into your path before fully checking to 
see that you are present. You must be 
listening for all vehicles with their motors  
running and detect where they are, 
because they might start moving either 
forward or backward toward you at  
any moment. 
 You must be aware of other vehicles 
coming up behind you or about to turn 
toward you. Just as important, you must 
keep in mind—or even assume—that 
their drivers may not have seen you 
for any number of reasons. This means 
you must be very careful about where 
you’re walking. Are you in a designated 
pedestrian walkway or in the roadway 
that you’re sharing with active traffic? 
Are you ready to adjust your path at a 
moment’s notice to either make yourself 
more visible to the approaching driver? 
Or step out of the way so that you don’t 
add to the developing problem?

Reading the Road Like a Book by Mi Ae Lipe

 Of course, you must not be so dis-
tracted that you fail to watch for others 
who themselves may also be distracted. 
And only by staying very situationally 
aware yourself will you protect yourself 
and everyone else around you.
 Don’t forget that you’re probably not 
the only pedestrian in the parking lot. 
Can you watch those other pedestrians 
and their trajectory in such a way that 
you can predict what their actions might 
be and how that will affect a vehicle’s 
path toward you and them?
 Ah, so much to watch for. Does this 
sound overly complicated? It takes 

practice and diligence to be thinking this 
way consistently, but over time you can 
easily make this a habit. Indeed, keenly 
observing changing spatial configura-
tions can be one of life’s secret little 
satisfactions. It’s one that might even 
save your life someday.
 Here is another example of practic-
ing road literacy. Let’s say that you’re 
on a highway with three lanes. You’re in 
the far-right lane. You see that there is 
an off-ramp, which means that there is a 
good chance that an on-ramp is not too 
far away as well. Can you guess what 
might happen?
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 As you pass the off-ramp, start looking  
for that on-ramp and what’s happening 
on it. How soon can you spot a vehicle 
on it? How fast or slow is it going? Will 
you need to move over one lane to the 
left to avoid causing conflict? For most 
drivers, that’s an easy call if the space  
is available.
 But here is a twist: Let’s assume that 
you’re in the middle lane, with a semi-
trailer truck on your right. You see that 
both of you are approaching another 
onramp with traffic coming up on it. 
What can you do to help the semi, which 
will have to deal with the merging  
traffic on the right? Obviously, it’s in 
everyone’s best interest for you to scoot 
over one lane to your left to open up 
space for the semi to move into so that 
he can avoid a potential conflict situa-
tion on his right. It’s not a mandatory 
action, but it sure helps everyone out in 
the end by freeing up space at a critical 

moment and helping everyone maintain 
a protective cushion around them. But 
how many of us think that far ahead for 
two layers of traffic, as it were?
 Here is a final scenario. Let’s say 
that you’re going down a two-lane rural 
road. A car is approaching in the other 
direction, and you can see it from some 
distance. Meanwhile, you spot a bicyclist 
up ahead on the right shoulder. Reading 
the road with proper planning and  
anticipation means that you will time your  
arrival so that you’re not positioned 
“three abreast” at any moment—in other  
words, that you will decelerate just 
enough so that your paths are staggered 
in case something weird happens and an 
escape route is needed by anyone.
 The road is a marvelously open book. 
Learn to read its constantly evolving, 
shifting pages, and you’ll never look at 
it the same way again. You might even 
have fun doing it.

Mi Ae Lipe is a citizen advocate 

living near Seattle, Washington. 

She blogs on Driving in the Real 

World, Tweets daily driving news 

and tips at @DrivingReal, and 

writes a regular column on street 

driving for BMW CCA’s Roundel 

magazine. She frequently collabo-

rates with government organiza-

tions, NGOs, and individuals. She 

and fellow citizen Mark Butcher 

are recipients of the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-

tration (NHTSA) 2017 Award for 

Public Service for their work in 

traffic safety in Washington State.
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G02 X4 Debuts
february 14, 2018, the SeconD 
generation bmw X4 haS maDe itS 
Debut as the BMW X4 M40i and the 
BMW X4 xDrive30i. The 2019 BMW 
X4 with sportier proportions, with wider 
tracks, the latest generation suspension 
settings, a lower center of gravity and 
improved aerodynamics. The second 
generation Sports Activity Coupe offers 
a wide array of new standard safety 
features such as Active Protection which 
initiates protective measures when an 
accident situation is imminent such 
as belt tensioning and the closing of 
windows and moonroof to a small gap. 
Additionally, the standard Active Guard 
includes Frontal Collision Warning, 
City Collision Mitigation with Braking, 
Pedestrian Warning with City Braking, 
and Speed Limit Information. Standard 
Navigation comes with a large 10.25 
inch display and offers drivers multiple 
ways to interact including touchscreen, 
iDrive Touch Controller, as well as a 
cloud powered intelligent voice control, 
the optional 75 percent larger, color 
Head-Up Display provides drivers the 
option of viewing navigation directions 
just under the direct line of vision. Not 
only does the all-new BMW X4 appear 
sportier, provide new and improved 
driving dynamics, better aerodynamics 
and safety features, passengers can now 
enjoy a larger panoramic moonroof and 
a 3-Zone Climate Control system which 
allows for greater ride comfort. The 
all-new 2019 BMW X4 will be available 
at certified BMW Centers in July 2018 
with pricing starting at $50,450 for 30i, 
and $60,450 for M40i plus Destination 
and Handling. 

Vehicle Concept and Design
Its predecessor—the first ever Sports 
Activity Coupe at the premium end 
of the mid-size segment—broke new 
ground. Today, the all-new BMW X4 
is writing the next chapter in this story 
of success. More than 200,000 units of 
the first-generation X4 have been sold 
worldwide and 19,712 in the U.S. alone 
since the original model was launched in 
2014. The all-new BMW X4 underscores 
its individual character with significantly 
enhanced driving dynamics, standout 
exterior design accentuating the car’s 
sporting instincts, a refined premium 
ambience in the interior, state-of-the-art 
driver assistance systems and leading-edge  
connectivity technologies. Additionally, 
the dynamic and extravagant aura of the 
Sports Activity Coupe is highlighted by 
the BMW M Performance model: the 
all-new BMW X4 M40i. 
 The exterior design of the all-new 
BMW X4 features clean surfacing and 
high-class, modern accents. The BMW 
X4 assumes the role of eye-catching  
athlete in the BMW X model family.  
“The second-generation BMW X4 brings  
together a distinctive, dynamic silhouette  
with a clear, pared-back use of forms,” 
says Adrian van Hooydonk, Senior Vice 
President BMW Group Design. 

Dynamically Stretched Proportions
An increase of approximately 3 inches in  
exterior length to 187.5 inches, 2.1 inches  
added to the wheelbase (now 112.7 inches),  
an extra 1.4 inches of width (75 inches) 
and an approximately 0.1 inch drop in 
height (to 63.8 inches) give to the all-
new BMW X4’s dynamically stretched 

proportions. Short overhangs and pow-
erfully formed, subtly hexagonal wheel 
arches emphasize the nearly perfectly 
balanced 50:50 distribution of weight 
between the front and rear axle. 
 In the center of the striking front 
end stands a large BMW kidney grille 
in a new three-dimensional look. Twin 
headlight units with dynamic contours 
and horizontal fog lamps integrated into 
the outer air intakes form a new inter-
pretation of the familiar six-eyed face 
embraced by BMW X models. 
 All of the light functions feature LED  
technology as standard. The shoulder 
line—following the door handles to 
the rear lights —and the character line 
between the wheel arches break up the 
surfaces of the car’s flanks. This creates 
clearly defined lines which are addi-
tionally emphasized by the drawn-in 
glasshouse at the rear. The coupe style 
roofline slides into the rear window with 
an elegant flourish before dipping down 
more steeply to the rear. The window 
design also underlines the dynamic 
proportions of the all-new BMW X4, 
thanks to a smoothly rising sill line and 
an elongated take on the Hofmeister 
kink “counter-swing” at the base of the 
C-pillars. Clearly structured surfaces 
and horizontal lines shape the car’s tail. 
The LED rear lights, with their three-
dimensional shaping, are slim in design 
and positioned at the extreme edges 
of the rear. Combined with the twin 
exhaust tailpipes (shared by all engine 
variants), they magnify the width of the 
rear end. 

Standard xLine and the M Performance 
Model
Two optional model variants allow 
drivers to tailor the appearance of the 
all-new BMW X4 to reflect their per-
sonal preference. Each variant comes 
with standalone design features as well 
as model-specific standard 19-inch 
light-alloy wheels. The robust nature 
of the Sports Activity Coupe is clearly 
expressed by the standard xLine design 
which combines bespoke front and rear 
underguard elements and side skirts in 
Glacier Silver metallic with side window 
surrounds and styling accents in a satin 
Aluminum finish. The M Performance 

Continued on Page 18
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G02 X4 Debuts Continued from Page 17

model has an undeniably dynamic look, 
clearly stating its eagerness to deliver 
intense sportiness on the open road with 
its aerodynamically optimized front/
rear aprons and side skirts, and accents 
in High-gloss Black. The all-new BMW 
X4 M40i can now also be specified 
with options from the BMW Individual 
portfolio. Extras designed to give the 
exterior an exceptionally exclusive feel 
include the BMW Individual paint finish 
Sunstone metallic. 

Interior and Equipment
The interior cabin of the all-new BMW 
X4 is roomier with a premium feel. 
All controls are clearly arranged and 
set within trim finishers featuring a 
distinctly pared-down design. The low 
instrument panel and the slightly raised 
seating position typical of BMW X 
models afford drivers a superb view 
of the road ahead. The driver-focused 
layout of the cockpit helps to create a 
wonderfully sporty driving experience at 
all times. Redesigned sports seats with 
boldly contoured side bolsters provide 
outstanding lateral support even in  
extreme handling situations. Top-class 
materials, precise build quality and a 
host of meticulously crafted details set 
the tone for the modern and individual  
premium character of the all-new BMW 
X4. The surfaces of the instrument panel 
and door paneling merge smoothly into 

one another, while the X logos embossed  
into the electroplated surfaces of the 
front and rear doors are eye-catching 
details. The ambient lighting, adding  
extra light sources around the center 
console and instrument panel, in the 
door paneling and in the foot wells, 
enhances the sense of wellbeing in the 
interior of the all-new BMW X4. The 
lighting mood can be adjusted as the 
driver pleases thanks to a choice of six  
colors. Large storage trays, roomy door  
pockets, cup holders and various com-
partments are all testimony to the func-
tional qualities of the all-new BMW X4. 

Effective Differentiation in the Interior
The BMW X4 xDrive30i comes stan-
dard with xLine and exclusive design 
features are available for the BMW X4 
M40i M Performance model. Standard 
sports seats and interior trim strips in 
Dark Oak Wood with accent strips in 
Pearl-effect Chrome give the cabin 
of the BMW X4 xDrive30i an air of 
elegance. The audio and air condition-
ing control panels sport a Pearl-effect 
Chrome surround and Highgloss Black 
highlights. The BMW X4 M40i also 
comes with M specific sports seats, a 
sport leather steering wheel and the 
standard anthracite-colored BMW 
Individual headliner, complemented 
by interior trim strips in Aluminum 
Rhombicle with accent strips in Pearl-

effect Chrome. Standard on the BMW 
X4 xDrive30i model is a Sensatec instru-
ment panel and door shoulder. There 
is also the option of the new Vernasca 
leather upholstery, which is exclusively 
available for the all-new BMW X4 in 
the color Tacora Red, as well as in Black 
with a choice of blue or red contrast 
stitching for both the 30i with M Sport 
package and the M40i. Additionally, the 
BMW X4 M40i can be specified with 
options from the BMW Individual port-
folio. Options include BMW Individual 
extended Merino leather upholstery  
(in the color combinations Ivory White/
Black, Fiona Red/Black and Tartufo/
Black), 

Comfort and Functionality
A far wider array of options, offers 
greater scope for customers to increase 
both the comfort and functionality of the  
all-new BMW X4. The range includes 
electrically adjustable and heated seats, 
active seat ventilation and three-zone 
automatic climate control with sepa-
rately adjustable temperature control 
in the rear. A standard panoramic glass 
moon roof with much larger dimensions 
than the predecessor offers passengers 
additional comfort. The two-section 
glass surface with an overall length of  
36.4 inches and a width of 35 inches  
allows the amount of light in the interior 
and the supply of fresh air to be varied 
as required and creates space. The sun 
blind is electrically operated, as is the 
front section of the glass roof. 
 Three full-size seats are fitted in the 
rear compartment of the all-new BMW 
X4, providing the passengers there with 
an additional 1 inch of legroom over the 
predecessor model. The trunk features 
a capacity of 18.5 ft³ and the load space 
can be expanded to a maximum of 50.5 
ft³ as required by folding down the 
sections of the rear backrest, with its 
standard 40:20:40 split. For added ease, 
the backrest sections can be released 
remotely from the trunk, while their 
angle to be individually adjusted, too. 
The standard storage package adds  
additional compartments, USB ports and  
12V sockets, as well as multifunctional 
hooks and lashing rails in the trunk. 
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Powertrain and Driving Experience
The all-new BMW X4 will be launched 
with a choice of latest-generation power 
units. The four-cylinder unit in the all-
new BMW X4 xDrive30i generates 248 
hp and peak torque of 258 lb-ft, which 
is on tap between 1,450 and 4,800 rpm. 
This enables the car to accelerate from 
0 to 60 mph in 6 seconds. The BMW 
TwinPower Turbo technology for the 
gasoline engines comprises a twin-scroll 
turbocharger, High Precision Injection, 
VALVETRONIC fully variable valve 
timing and Double-VANOS variable 
camshaft control. 
 The BMW M Performance model 
comes with an inline six-cylinder 
engine. Both model variants direct 
their engine’s power to the road via an 
eight-speed Steptronic transmission 
and BMW xDrive intelligent all-wheel 
drive as standard, resulting in effortless 
progress over smooth roads and  
rough terrain alike. Gear selections can 
be selected manually using the shift 

paddles on the steering wheel. The  
standard eight-speed Sport transmission 
offers exceptionally fast gear changes  
as well as a Launch Control function. 
The standard-fit Driving Experience 
Control switch lets drivers choose from 
SPORT, COMFORT and ECO PRO 
set-ups, while the BMW X4 M40i, and 
BMW X4 xDrive30i models also add  
a SPORT+ mode. 
 The engines under the hood of BMW 
M Performance Automobiles stand out  
with their instantaneous response and  
tireless power delivery. With its trademark  
free-revving performance, maximum 
output of 355 hp and peak torque of 
365 lb-ft, the power unit in the all-new 
BMW X4 M40i enables it to accelerate 
from 0 to 60 mph in 4.6 seconds. 

Reduced Weight, Enhanced Aerodynamic 
Properties
An intelligent material mix has made 
it possible to bring about a substantial 
weight saving, not just in the chassis  

design but also in the body’s construc-
tion. BMW Efficient Lightweight 
measures led to the increase in the 
proportion of aluminum as well as 
high-strength and ultra-high-strength 
grades of steel. This has made the body 
structure more solid than ever, serving 
up benefits for both vehicle agility and 
occupant protection. Additionally, the 
car has a significantly lower center of 
gravity which enhances the Sports  
Activity Coupe’s cornering dynamics. 
 Another factor in the dynamism 
and efficiency of the all-new BMW X4 
is a reduction in aerodynamic drag of 
around 10 percent. This advance has 
been achieved by streamlining the body 
at the same time as incorporating a raft 
of additional measures, including active 
air flap control, the Air Curtains in the 
front apron and additional underbody 
cladding. The all-new BMW X4 sets a 
new benchmark in its segment with a 
drag coefficient (Cd) of 0.30. 

Continued on Page 20
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BMW xDrive: Off-road Ability 
The latest version of the system is 
lighter and more efficient. Plus, the 
wonderfully precise electronic control 
of the intelligent all-wheel drive also 
splits drive power to the sporting effect 
for which the brand is renowned; the 
rear-biased set-up produces a highly 
rewarding driving experience, especially 
when powering through corners. Besides 
offering BMW handling stability, BMW 
xDrive also enhances traction over loose 
terrain, providing the all-new BMW X4 
with tremendous off-road capabilities. 
With a ground clearance of 8 inches a 
fording depth of 19.6 inches, break over 
angle of 19.4° and angles of approach 
and departure of 25.7° and 22.6° respec-
tively, the Sports Activity Coupe takes 
everything in its stride, from crests and 
bumps in the road to gravel tracks, icy 
roads and steep slopes. 

First-class Chassis Technology
The all-new BMW X4 boasts a marked 
increase in agility combined with a  
high degree of ride comfort, courtesy  
of chassis technology that has been  
systematically refined and honed for 
the specific requirements of the Sports 
Activity Coupe. The design principle of 
a double-joint spring strut axle at the 
front and five-link rear axle forms the 
ideal basis for a harmonious blend of 
dynamism and comfort. Fitting aluminum  
swivel bearings, lightweight tubular anti  

roll bars and new wheel location com-
ponents at the front axle has brought 
about a considerable reduction in  
unsprung masses. Standard specification  
for the all-new BMW X4 xDrive30i  
includes not only M Sport suspension 
but also variable sport steering. Specially  
tuned to deliver extra-dynamic handling 
qualities, this version of the Electric Power  
Steering system ensures slick precision  
through keenly taken corners and 
straight-line stability. The speed-sensitive  
Servotronic power assistance, meanwhile,  
makes light work of maneuvering. 
 The car’s impressively sporty and 
well footed handling characteristics 
are enhanced by the powerful light-
weight braking system and the Dynamic 
Stability Control (DSC) system, whose 
wealth of features includes the Anti-
lock Braking System (ABS), Dynamic 
Traction Control (DTC), Automatic 
Differential Brake (ADB-X), Cornering 
Brake Control (CBC), Dynamic Brake 
Control (DBC), Start-Off Assistant 
and Hill Descent Control (HDC). The 
Performance Control function also 
included as standard gives the all-new 
BMW X4 even sharper handling by 
varying the distribution of drive torque 
to the rear wheels according to the situ-
ation at hand. 19-inch light-alloy wheels 
also form part of standard specification, 
while wheel options offered include 19 
inch, 20 inch and 21 inch wheel offerings. 
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Book Review: 

Heroes of Bavaria, 
75 Years of BMW 
Motorsports
By Jackie Jouret

This book is a fund raiser for 
and the catalog to accompany 
the first exhibition by the BMW 
CCA Foundation at their new 
facility, which took place during 
2017. The book is only 113 pages 
but has extremely high produc-
tion values, with an embossed 
cover, heavy paper stock and a 
slip case. Copies of the special 
edition are only available with a 
$500 donation to the Foundation. 
Buyers of the book also receive 
a commemorative poster. The 
special edition of the book was 
limited to 300 copies. There is 
supposed to be a paperback  
version available later. 
 Jackie Jouret was commissioned  
to write the text and she has done  
a terrific job. There are 24 cars in 
the exhibition and in the book. 
Jackie’s text presents a concise 
overview of the racing series 
each car participated in along 
with a history of the particular 
car being shown, including the 
current ownership. The text is one  
page per car including period 
photos, with three additional 
pages of high quality, studio  
photos of each car.
 The cars range from a 1937 
328 to a 2014 E89 Z4 GTLM. All 
the high spots of BMW’s racing 
history are covered with these  
24 excellent examples of Heroes 
of Bavaria. 
 At $500 the book is no 
bargain, but it is a fund raising 
effort for the Foundation. My 
understanding is that there will 
be subsequent exhibitions and 
books, perhaps annually. The 
2018 exhibition and book will 
commemorate the 50th anniver-
sary of the 2002.

Reviewed by David Lightfoot
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