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THE NEW 31 Si CONVERTIBLE 
BMW's four-passenger convertible just became more affordable. 
The new 318i Convertible features a DOHC 1.8 liter, 16-valve, 4-
cylinder engine which produces 138 horsepower. The manually
operated soft top is released with a single centrally located handle 
above the windshield. Immediate availability. 

BASE PRICE IS UNDER $30,000 

BMW~ SEATILE THE ULTIMATE DRIVING MACHINE;® 

SERVICE 328-2300 SALES 328-8787 • 714 EAST PIKE STREET SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98122 

© 1994 BMW of North America. Inc. The BMW trademark and logo are registered . 



2040 l 52nd Avenue N.E. 
Redmond, WA 98052 
Overlake area, serving the Eastside 

(206) 746-7141 

ASE & Factory 
Trained 

Technicians 

Your Quality Workmanship, German Auto Center 
With More Than 30 Years Combined Experience 

BMW, Mercedes-Benz, Jaguar, Porsche, Audi, VW and More 

• Under New Local Ownership and Management 

• Ask about our 14,000 mile warranty on scheduled maintenance 

• Free safety check, wash & vacuum with seNice 

• Free rental car on major repairs (up to 3 days) 

• Free oil change to new customers (filter & other seNices extra) 

• Major and minor repairs - OEM Parts 

• 15% Club member discount on new parts only 

• Free towing in the Bellevue/Redmond area (24 hour emergency service) 

• Will beat any written estimate by l 0% 

• Call Al with your seNice questions 

,----------, ,----------, ,----------, 
1 Oil 1 1 2001 1 1 A/C Service 1 
I Change I I /OoFF I I upto21bs. I 
I I I DEALER PRICES ON I I Freon I 

1 $ 1995 : Maintenance : : $ 7 999 : 
I CDiese1&newerextra> I I & Brakes I I I 
I (Wttn this coupon - Exp. 7 /15/94) I I I I (With this coupon) I 
L_ (Up~Sqts~~ol) _ _J L __ c~~iration> __ _J L __ (Exp.7/31/94) __ _J 
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Lucena and David Lightfoot 
2641 39th Ave. W. 
Seattle, WA 98199 
282-2641 
Fax 448-7728 
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William Linder 
Tom Williams 
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Denny Organ 

Columnist 
Thomas B. Nast 

Postal Notice 
Zundfolge is published monthly 
by the BMW ACA Puget Sound 
Region. Office of Publication: 
2641 39th West, Seattle, WA 
98199. USPS publication number 
715250. Subscriptions are $10 
annually (available only as part 
of the $25 membership fee) . 
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Puget Sound Region, and 
remains its property. All 
information furnished herein is 
provided by the membership for 
members only. Ideas, sugges
tions and opinions, technical or 
otherwise, are those of the 
authors, without authentication 
by or liability to the editors or the 
Oub. 
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Calendar 
July 23 

July 2'.'1 

July 29 

July 31 

August4 

August 14 

August 24 

Sept.11 

All British Field Meet at Bellevue Community 
College from 11-4. For information call Carita 
Boswell at 367-3512. 

Port Gardner Bay Concours at American Legion 
Park in Everett Call Deaconess Children's 
Services at 259-0146 for information. 

Deadline for the August Zundfolge . 

Concours d'Elegance at Columbia Winery in 
Woodinville. A beautiful site, clean cars, nice wines 
and more. See Al Lancaster's article. 

Board Meeting hosted by club President Gary Parr. 

High Performance Driving School at SIR. Go fast, 
have fun, no tickets. 

Track Night at SIR. The last blast of summer. 

Sunset Dinner at the top of Crystal Mountain. 

BMW ACA events are partially supported by a generous 
grant from BMW of North America, Inc. 



1994 ~ d'Eletpuu:e 
By Al Lancaster 

Last can ... Sunday, July 31st 
BMW ACA Concours d'Elegance at Columbia Winery 

14030 NE 145th, Woodinville 
Judging from 11 am to 2:30 pm 

r-------------------------, 
I IQQ4 Concou1"s- ~Y~legcrnce I 
I I 
I Name: I 
I I 
I Address: I 
I I 
: Phone: BMW Year & Model : 

: Until 7/20 - $10, Day of Event - $25. l 
I Send to: A.A. Lancaster, 27820 37th Ave. S., Auburn, WA 98001 I 
L-------------------------~ 

With all the inside tips you've 
received from Messrs. Schack and Nast 
you have no excuse . . . Most of the 
members, myself included, perform this 
type of makeover miracle (normally 
more makeover, less miracle in my case) 
as an annual vehicle rejuvenation. Don't 
feel you have to go to these lengths to 
register your BMW for the concours. If 
you have a unique or interesting car (and 
to listen, most BMW owners I know 
seem to think they do), bring it out for 
us to see; we welcome all shapes and 
sizes. And if you didn't have the time to 
prepare the car or your baby is under the 
weather and in the garage (two of the 
better and more used excuses), at least 
come out, mingle and vote for the car of 
your choice. The spectators' award is 
one of the most sought after and coveted 
of our awards. You think our judges are a 
rough crew, just watch the spectators 
pick away at your BMW. 

Quite a few of the earlybirds have 
placed their registrations in the mail, 
but I'm missing some of our regular 
contenders. Amazingly, to date registra
tion of the earlier (pre-'76) vehicles have 
been running two-to-one ahead of the 
newer cars and it looks as if certain 
classes are going to be hard-fought again 
this year. Take last year, the 5, 6, 7-
series class drew the largest number of 
participants. The year prior, the early 3-
series class was the most populated, but 
in '93 not one vehicle showed up to 

participate in that class. You begin to see 
why the board decided to ask for 
preregistration. With the rising costs of 
administration, entertainment and 
trophies the Club has a need and 
obligation to the members to try and pre
gauge participation. By the way, it's a 
real big help in keeping me within 
budget, not something I'm known to be 
very good at (just ask my wife ... ). 

Sincerely, I want to emphasize the 
fact that this is your event, the more 
people and vehicles that participate the 
higher quality event the Club is able to 
provide for all. As I finish this article 
almost everything the Club can do is 
complete, the judges, scoring officials, 
the registration committee and mer -
chants have all graciously agreed to 
donate their time and efforts. To com
plete this premier Concours' event all 
we need is for our members to make the 
decision to join us. This is normally the 
best event at which to meet your fellow 
club members and check out their 
BMWs. At the banquet the cars are all 
out in the parking lot or snuggled in 
warm garages. On track days and tours 
we can't get people slowed down and 
out of their cars long enough to hold a 
rewarding conversation (can't imagine 
why ... ). Not so at the Concours, so come 
and join us at the only event where we 
highlight the BMW marque and get the 
owners/members out of their cars long 
enough for us to get to know each other. 

Event Schedule 
8:30 Registration committee 

setup (event workers only) 
Expresso Events latte stand 
up and running 

9:30-11:00 Registration and final 

10:00 
11:00 
11 :30 

12:00 

vehicle preparation 
Columbia Winery Opens 
Vehicles declared "hands off" 
Judging will commence ... 
Following the judging there 
will be a short 30 min break 
to tally the scores. 
BMW Coloring Contest 
Pickup materials at the 
registration desk. 

2:00-2:30 Judging complete (approx.) 
2:30-3:30 Awards presentation 

(approx.) 

So there you have it, come out and 
support your club and vote for your 
favorite BMW . .. Personally I'm 
hoping it's yours. 

Driving Directions 
Being the gracious hosts we are, here 

are the directions to the Columbia 
Winery. Telephone is 488-2776, if you 
get lost. From 1-405 take Exit #23 to 
Woodinville. Stay to your right. At the 
second stoplight (NE l 75th), tum right. 
Continue on l 75th to the four-way stop, 
tum left Travel about two miles, the 
Winery will be situated on your left. 
Look for the BMW Club banner, a lot of 
good friends and gorgeous cars. 

Other Stuff 
The Dinner Train is rumored to be 

stopping at the Winery during our stay 
(around 12:30 pm). And the Bellevue 
Philharmonic will be giving an outdoor 
summer concert next door at the Ste. 
Michelle Winery. Pack a picnic lunch, 
bring the family, and make a day of it. 
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It's Drivers' School Time 
The 14th of August is coming up fast. 

The preparation for a very exciting event 
is in the final stages. So it is time for 
you to plan to be a part of it. This is an 
investment in your future as a driver. It 
will make you more attentive at the 
wheel, more confident, and most 
important, a safer operator of a motor 
vehicle. 

So you're asking yourself, how do I 
get involved? Well, just follow the 
simple steps below: 

1. You must pre-register for the driver's 
school by sending in your registration 
form and a check for the full amount. 
(See the registration form for the 
details.) We must receive your entry 
before the 5th of August so there is time 
to mail you your driver's packet. (See 
step two.) 

2. You will receive your driver's packet 
in the mail which will include a driver's 
handbook, a tech form to be filled out by 
yourself or a qualified mechanic prior to 
coming to the track. You should read the 
whole driver's handbook before coming 
to the track. (Veteran drivers are also 
encouraged to read the handbook. It's a 
good review.) 

3. Show up at Seattle International 
Raceway at 7:00 am in the morning after 
a good night's sleep ready for the fun to 
begin. 

Things you should bring to the track: 
1) A car prepped for track driving. 
2) A set of warm weather clothes, cold 

weather clothes and WET weather 
clothes. 

3) A lunch and plenty of beverages to 
drink, because you will dehydrate as 
the day goes on. This stuff is not 
easy! 

4) Something water-proof to cover all 
your belongings if it rains. (WE run 
rain or shine.) 

5) Helmet We would like the helmet to 
be a Snell rated 1985 or later. If you 
don't have a helmet you may have to 
borrow one. If you have more than 
one helmet, please bring and share. 

6) Bring a good attitude for learning and 
leave your monster egos at home. 
Also leave your stop-watch at home, 
this is a non-competitive event. 

4. Be prepared for a full day of driving, 
comer working, classroom discussion 
and just walking around admiring the 
beautiful machines. 
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••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
: 1994 TRACK NIGHTS APPLICATION : 

I NAME: I 
I ADDRESS: I 
I I I CITY, STATE: I 
I PHONE: I 
I CAR: I 
I PLEASE REGISTER ME FOR: D 8-24-94 COST: $65 I 
I Make checks payable to: BMW ACA. I 
I Mail form and check to: P.O. Box 1259, Bellevue, WA 98009 I 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
: SUMMER DRIVING SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORM 
• AUGUST 14, 1994 
• • Name(s): 1. _______________________ _ 

: 2. ________________________ _ 

• Address: • City: State: _____ Zip: ____ _ 

Phone: Home: ___________ Work: __________ _ 

Car(s): 1. Year: _____ _ 

2. Year: -------
Track Driving Experience: 

None 
Have attended club school 
Other track experience 

Make: ______ _ 

Make: ______ _ 
Driver #1 

0 
0 

Model: ____ _ 

Model: ___ _ 
Driver#2 

0 
0 

Please detail ______________ ___,,,,..------
Level 1 or higher D D 

• Early discount deadline is July 15th. Event deadline is August 7th. Make checks payable to BMW ACA. 
• NOTE: Refunds will be given only if you notify the event chairman in advance and we are able to fill your spot 
• with another driver. 
• Send registration form and check to: Dan Alvis, 8318 Northway SW, Tacoma, WA 98498 • 
• D $110 Single car and driver before July 15th 
: D $160 Two drivers, single car before July 15th 

D $140 Single car and driver after July 15th 
0 $190 Two drivers, single car after July 15th 

• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



Now the tentative schedule is to get 
through registration, get your car into 
the paddock, unload your goods, get 
your car through a very quick tech line, 
look at group breakdown and move to 
the station that you will be starting with 
first. 

There will be four stations in the 
morning: 1. skid pad, 2. threshold 
braking, 3. car handling, 4. the back 
portion of the track. Each group will 
spend about 30 to 40 minutes at each 
station and move on to the next in a 
round robin fashion . 

Depending on how many groups 
there are, the rest of the day will be as 
follows: On track session with instruc
tor; Off track session in a classroom; 
Comer working; Resting and prep for 
next on track session. This should give 
you a good idea of what is going to take 
place the day of the event. Hopefully it 
will go just as planned. 

Still the most important thing you 
can do now is get your registration in 
early. There will be a limited number of 
spaces in the school and there will be 
NO DAY OF THE EVENT REGISTRA
TIONS! 

Some hints on how to prepare your 
car for a day at the track. Get the brakes 
in tip top shape. Completely replace all 
the brake fluid. Put some fresh pads on 
and make sure your rotors and wheel 
bearings are in good shape. Check your 
tires. You don't need new tires, in fact 
some old tires with fair amount of tread 
will be fine, but make sure the wear is 
even and there should be no flat spots or 
patches of tread completely missing. 

Bring the car to the track filled with 
gas. You will probably use it all and then 
some. There are several gas stations 
within a five mile drive of the track. 
BRING PLENTY OF FLUIDS TO 
DRINK. YOU WILL NEED IT! If you 
have a driver's log book, bring it too, so 
we can update your progress. 

To get to SIR take State Route 18 
East from I-5 and follow it past Auburn 
until it turns north and becomes a two 
way highway. Once you are on the two 
way go to the second stop light and turn 
right and follow the signs down the long 
driveway into the SIR entrance. Then go 
through registration. If you have any 
questions please call me at home 
(206) 582-0803. 

-Dan Alvis 

Up Coming Events: 
Sunset Dinner on Top of 
Crystal Mountain 

The club is planning a Sunday drive 
and sunset dinner at the mountain top 
restaurant at Crystal Mountain on 
September 11th. This dinner will be 
something you will enjoy and remember 
for a long time. 

The drive to Crystal Mountain is in 
itself a great scenic trip for a leisurely 
Sunday afternoon. Add to that the chair 
lift ride up to the top of Green Valley on 
the Rainier Express high speed chair lift, 
then the breath-taking view of the 
Cascade Mountain Range and you have 
a memory worth recording. On a normal 
day from the top of Green Valley you 
can see Mt. Tom, Mt. St. Helens, Mt. 
Baker, and on a really good day you can 
see Mt. Hood, Mt. Rainier looks like you 
can reach out and touch it. 

So, how about the food? It is second 
to none! Fresh seafood, prime rib and 
fresh vegetable plates that will make you 
mouth scream for joy. In other words ... 
the food is good, healthy and in large 
portions. 

To be part of this event please RSVP 
in advance because seating is limited. 
Send in your RSVP with a $4 per person 
deposit with names of those attending to 
the club address. If you have any further 
questions please feel free to call me at 
home: (206) 582-0803. 

-Dan Alvis 

No Stalls 
There will be no Stalls this month 

due to the second installment of ''The 
New World According to Meguiars." 
Tom Nast's column will resume in the 
August issue. 

New Members 
Walter Mason 
Dale Peddie 

Makoto Matsuura 
Steve Meredith 
Mela Mamallo 
Hazen Arnold III 
Katherine Sumpter 
Robert Ripke 
Mark Tubic 
Tami & Scott Geer 
Don Sasnett 
Lyle Luther 
Bob Acteson 

'74 2002 
'84 535i 
'85 528e 
'73 3.0CS 
'72 2002tii 
'92 325i 
'88M3 
'93 325is 
'88 528e 
'76 2002 
'94 318ic 
'81 528i 
'94 325is 
'87 635CSi 

Roger ' & Suiarine Benson 
Nelson K.H. Lee '95 M3 
David & Cindy Keyser '70 2002 

Bavarian Beer Tasting 
Fifty-three members and guests 

enjoyed the hospitality and expertise of 
Charles Finkel and Merchant du Vin. On 
Saturday afternoon, June 25th, we 
gathered for a super event. We sampled 
the beers of Bavaria's best brewers in 
particular Ayinger. For those in att~n- / 

dance, Budweiser may never flow over 
our gums again. We also had comple
mentary foods from Celebrations To Go. 

Charles gave a tremendously infor
mative talk, which was also entertaining. 
We tasted a succession of beers after 
Charles had described the background 
behind each. We must do this again; it 
was terrific! 

Our thanks to Charles and his staff 
for donating the beer and their time. A 
special thanks to Charles for bringing his 
BMW 600 to the event. It was parked 
out front and enjoyed by all. 

- David Lightfoot 
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GREAT SERVICE STARTS AT IBE TOP 
Year after year customers continue to rave about the quality of service at Acura of Bellevue. When I purchased BMW of 
Bellevue in December of 1992, the same comments were not expressed by past or present customers. I am going to have a 
successful BMW franchise and that means my personal commitment to customer service . For that very reason, I have 
brought Greg Pardee and Nelson Nakasone to BMW of Bellevue. Because of their dedication to our service customers at 
Acura of Bellevue, we have won the prestigious Precision Team Award, Acura's highest industry award for customer service 
and satisfaction, for two consecutive years. These two gentlemen understand my commitment to Making Customers For Life. 
If you have not had a pleasant service experience at BMW of Bellevue, we want to be the first to know about it. We will do 
whatever it takes to ensure your complete satisfaction in the service of your BMW. We truly are dedicated to Making 

Customers For Life. ~ .Ja.B~ & 
BMW of BELLEVUE 

1 3617 NE 20th (North up Way) Bellevue 643-4544 1 - 8 0 0 - 4 0 4 - 4 ,5 4 4 



THE NEW WORLD 
ACCORDING TO MEGUliAR9§ 

(This is the continuation of last month's 
article). 

Removing scratches. The tech
nique for removing scratches depends 
on the severity of the scratch. 

Very light scratching and light oxi
dation can be addressed with No. 9 
("Swirl Remover'') . Light scratching is 
addressed with the standard cleaning 
routine, using No. 2. 

Moderate scratching can be more 
challenging, and may require a few trips 
to the arsenal. Try less aggressive prod
ucts first, then more aggressive ones if 
needed. This is true both for the clean
ers and the pads. So depending on how 
bad the scratching (or oxidation) is, first 
try No. 2, No. 1, then No. 4 (in that or
der); and start with an unaggressive pad 
(a finishing pad), moving to a moder
ately aggressive pad (the yellow pol
ishing pad, Nos. W-1000 and W-5500 
depending on size), then a cutting pad 
if that doesn't work (W-7000). Use your 
judgment and experience as you ac
quire it, though. Paints are different, and 
you may find it best to go right to a pol
ishing or cutting pad. You may want to 
try a more aggressive pad with a less 
aggressive cleaner before going to a 
more aggressive cleaner. Note that the 
aggressive cleaners and pads will in
duce some light scratching while reduc
ing the moderate scratch; you will need 
to progressively rework the area with 
decreasingly aggressive products to 
polish it mirror-smooth. 

Deep scratching is handled with 
Unigrit sandpaper (described below); 
2000 grit is a good starting point. Fol
low this by No. 1, No. 2 and then either 
No. 3 or No. 7 in that order. 

Severe scratching is present if you 
can run your fingernail over the scratch 
and it gets caught. This generally can
not be sanded. Likewise, if the flaw has 
penetrated near or to the primer or 
metal, sanding is not the answer. You 
have no choice but to use touch-up 
paint, let it dry thoroughly, then block 
sand and polish. Scratching underneath 
the paint, of course, requires stripping 
the paint and refinishing the metal. 
(See photo 7.) 

By Thomas B. Nast 
Photos by the author 

Copyright 1994 by Thomas B. Nast 

Sanding and blocking. Sometimes 
a scratch will need to be sanded out, 
or touch-up paint will need to be blocked 

Clean the car - theory. 
"Cleaning" the car is not the same 

as ''washing" the car. A "clean" car is 
free of oxidized paint, road tars and 
salts, acids found in the rain, and so 
forth. The car is chemically clean, and 
the pores of the paint are free of con
taminants. Thus, a wax-based mate-

Photo 7. This is an example of scratching underneath the paint, caused by improper preparation 
by a body shop. This requires repainting. 

down so it blends with the rest of the 
paint. (And sometimes whole cars need 
to be wet-sanded, but that is beyond 
the scope of this article.) 

Sanding is done with Meguiar's 
Unigrit (formerly Nikken) sandpaper. 
This has a very even distribution of grit 
which is closely controlled in size. It 
comes in grades from 80 to 2000 grit 
- you will mostly be concerned with 
the 2000. It should be soaked overnight 
before use, and used with dilute No. 
00 as a lubricant. The E-7200 backing 
pad is an excellent backing. Two sheets 
of sandpaper and a new backing pad 
run about three dollars. In sanding, you 
will simply feather the scratch out. 

Sanding blocks are used to work out 
defects above the paint surface. 
Meguiar's blocks (which are fairly small) 
come from 400 to 3000 grade, and last 
almost forever. They should also be 
kept soaking before use. 

After any sanding, expect to clean 
with No. 2 or stronger, followed by pol
ishing. 

rial is not used for cleaning. Meguiar's 
cleaners are No. 1 (medium) and No. 2 
(fine), and No. 4 (heavy). 

A nearly new finish will need no 
cleaning at all - the step can be 
skipped, and you can go straight to 
polishing. No. 2 has feeding oils, clean
ing chemicals and a buffered earth 
abrasive. I have found it to be gentle 
and effective. No. 1 is used for finishes 
with moderate oxidation or swirling. If 
you use No. 1, plan on following up with 
No. 2 before moving on to polishing. 
No. 4 is used only to removed heavy 
oxidation or relatively deep scratching; 
in practiGe, you will rarely employ it. 
Experience will teach you that the 
proper amount of cleaner is more spar
ing than you think - it does not need 
to be slopped all over. 

The key is to start with the least ag
gressive treatment, and only if that 
proves insufficient do you move on to 
a more aggressive product. If in doubt, 
use the less aggressive. And remem
ber, it sometimes takes more than one 
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pass to get the job done. Again, you 
are better off with two passes of No. 2 
than one pass of No. 1, but I would draw 
the line there. You will quickly develop 
a sense of just what the two different 
cleaners do. If in doubt, experiment on 
test patches, as experimenting on 
whole panels is very time consuming, 
not to mention risky. 

Clean the car - by machine. 
For conventional paints, try a finish

ing pad first, using No. 2, especially if 
this is maintenance cleaning; if this 
doesn't get the car clean (you will know 
after working on one panel) move to a 
polishing pad. Bear in mind that not all 
panels are the same; frequently, the 
roof, hood and trunk will need more 
aggressive treatment than the sides, 
due to more exposure to the elements. 

For plastic paints, follow the same 
procedure, bearing this in mind: plastic 
paints are harder than conventional 
paints. Much harder. That means that 
you treat them less aggressively. Why? 
The harder the paint, the milder you 
treat it, as harsh treatment will induce 
scratching you can't easily polish out 
(induced scratching is relatively easy 
to polish out of the softer conventional 
paints). Thus, you willwantto avoid No. 
1 (use only No. 2 cleaner or No.9 
cleaner/polish) and you will run your 
rotary buffer at its lower speeds. Also, 
you will probably use a finishing pad 
instead of a cleaning pad. 

Clean the car - by hand. In the 
Meguiar's world, use No. 2 for most 
cleaning by hand, applying the liquid 
directly to the pad. Expect a moderately 
needy finish to require thirty to forty 
strokes to be clean. 

Polish the paint • theory. By pol
ishing the paint, we mean nourishing it 
and hiding hairline scratches. Meguiar's 
polishes also restore the oils which 
washing, age, sun, rain and air (smog) 
have leached out of the paint. (This is 
not to be confused with the "seal jobs" 
done by car dealerships, which involves 
putting a polymer over the paint, rather 
than oils into it, together with an ad
justment to the customer's bank bal
ance.) The immediate difference this 
step makes, especially for dark-colored 
cars, is so impressive that you would 
use polish even if it didn't renourish the 
paint. Meguiar's claims the benefits of 
its polish accrete with each application; 
and indeed, if maintained, very little 
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polish is needed to replenish the paint. 
The Meguiar's family of polishes in

cludes Nos. 3, 7, and 9 (No. 5 has been 
removed from the line-up since last 
publication). Unlike cleaners, pure pol
ishes are not abrasive. Meguiar's No. 
7 is pure polish. No. 3 is a little more 
aggressive; it can pull a little haze off 
the paint, or a very light oxidation. No. 
9 is a polish with a cleaner, and thus 
has some light abrasives in it; it is the 
most aggressive of the polishes. No. 9 
is good for removing light swirling, or if 
you really don't need a cleaning step. 
Use it with a rotary buffer and a finish
ing pad, if available. 

Polishing by machine - in gen
eral. Polishing is not an abrasive pro
cess (except with No. 9, see above), 
and in fact the polish acts as a lubri-

Polishing with buffers. If using a 
buffer (a rotary machine) for polishing, 
use a finishing pad (W-9000) . For pol
ishing conventional paints, use No. 3; 
No. 9 is recommended for plastic 
paints. In addition to including mild 
cleaners, No. 9 is designed for the 
tighter molecular structure which plas
tic paints present. It is also the easiest 
of the polishes to use, if you need fur
ther incentive. 

Polishing with DA. For polishing 
with a DA, orbital or hutch, yellow pol
ishing pads are all that is available (and 
will work fine). Whether polishing con
ventional or plastic paints, use No. 7. 
Use No. 7 sparingly, and clean the foam 
pad often, to prevent the pad from gum
ming up. 

Photo 8. Removal of badges makes the whole process easier. 

cant between the pad and the paint. For 
machine application, the polish may be 
squirted directly onto the panels, doing 
one panel at a time. The polish may be 
buffed until the material breaks down, 
stop buffing before the polish dries into 
a powder. If one application and buff
ing is insufficient, try another. Be sure 
to observe precautions (under "Polish
ing by hand", below) about not letting 
the polish dry. Especially with No. 7, 
the polish will get gummy, making it 
unnecessarily difficult to remove the 
excess. By the way, I have had a prob
lem with blockages in the dispenser 
nozzles of No. 3; a bent paperclip or 
coat hanger clears it nicely. 

Polishing by hand. For hand ap
plication on conventional paint, use No. 
7. This polish can be applied with a rigid 
foam pad, a soft sponge or a terry cloth. 
Apply the polish directly to the car, and 
spread it out evenly with the pad. The 
pad will literally glide over the polish. 
The idea is to coat the panel (start by 
doing one panel at a time, until you gain 
experience with curing times) with as 
thin a coat as will completely cover it. 
The polish can be further worked into 
the paint using a terry cloth. The more 
which is infused into the paint, the bet
ter; however, it should be used spar
ingly to avoid gumming and excessive 
wiping. The paint can only absorb so 



much; beyond that, the polish is wasted 
and just creates extra work. 

The polish will not fully dry (nor would 
you want it to); hence, it can and should 
be wiped off with terry toweling. This 
can be done one panel at a time. If the 
weather is not too warm, removing the 
excess polish can be done after the 
whole car has been coated; however, 
warm weather will cause the polish to 
dry, and you will regret not having wiped 
it off earlier, so keep an eye on it. 

Using the terry cloth towel, wipe 
gently using straight strokes. A residue 
will be left, which can be wiped up with 
a fresh terry cloth. Continue until all the 
polish is removed. 

For hand application on plastic 
paints, use No. 7 or No. 9. If No. 9 is 
used by hand, apply it as you would a 
cleaner and not as you would apply the 
No. 7 polish. 

Wax the paint - in general. 
Whether by hand or by machine, and 
whether the paint is conventional or 
plastic, use either No. 26 liquid wax or 
Medallion. It is hard to describe the dif
ferences; the No. 26 is one of the few 

Meguiar's materials with silicone, and 
it has some (not a lot) of carnauba (you 
don't need or want much carnauba, by 
the way) . Meguiar's does not disclose 
the contents of Medallion (it probably 
has some silicone in it too), but 
Meguiar's claims that it ionically bonds 
to the car's finish, resulting is freedom 
from dust-attracting static. This is a dif
ficult claim to verify, but it does seem 
to yield superior results, last longer and 
be even less effort to apply than No. 
26. Considering how little is needed to 
coat the car and its greater durability, 
Medallion's additional cost is more than 
offset. Plus, it smells a lot better than 
No. 26. My unconditional endorsement 
goes to Medallion. 

Apply the wax - by machine. I 
have found machine application con
sistently yields results superior to hand 
application here, especially with Medal
lion. Use thin coats, two if No. 26, two 
or three if Medallion), instead of one 
thick one. Both of these materials are 
so slippery that very little is needed. 

If waxing with a rotary buffer, use a 
finishing pad; if waxing with a DA, you 

Photo 9. A light weight machine means one hand is free to hold the cord. 

must use the yellow polishing pad (the 
only pad available for DAs), which will 
carry more of the wax in its larger cells 
than will a finishing pad. 

For machine application, apply the 
wax directly to the car and buff in 8" 
columns. Buff using light pressure and 
overlapping strokes, leaving a film to 
dry; do not buff until the material be
gins to break down! Use the slowest 
buffer speed possible; this is the great 
advantage of the DA 

Apply the wax - by hand. If wax
ing by hand, use the same procedure 
as with No. 7 polish. By hand, rub the 
wax thoroughly into the paint so that it 
fully penetrates. Wipe with clean terry 
cloths, which wlll take several passes 
a few minutes apart. 

Meguiar's does make paste waxes 
(No. 16 and No. 26), and someday I 
hope to meet the fellow who buys them 
(five gets you eight he owns a Porsche). 
Paste waxes may not be used with a 
rotary buffer, but can be used with an 
orbital. If applied by hand, they are 
maybe six times more work to apply 
than No. 26 liquid or Medallion, with an 
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inferior result. If you wax cars for exer
cise, though, hand application of paste 
wax might be for you . 

Finishing waxing. How long you let 
the wax dry (cure) is critical. It should 
dry to a hazy white. If you drag your 
finger across it, it should ball up and 
not smear. This will take five or more 
minutes (remember, you are not in di
rect sunlight). If wiped off as a liquid it 
does no good, and it is difficult to re
move and you risk damaging the finish 
if it is left to dry to a powder. Of course, 
the warmer the day the faster the dry 
time. Keep an eye on it, and experi
ence will quickly teach the optimum. 

After the excess is wiped off with 
terry clothes, there may be oils from 
the No. 7 or No. 9 left on top of the 
wax, which looks like streaking. This is 
best ignored for a day, after which the 
oil may have been absorbed by the 
paint and a quick pass with a clean terry 
cloth will solve the problem. Otherwise, 
wash the car down with No. 00 or No. 
62. Many have found that after the full 
Meguiar's treatment, a No. 00 or No. 
62 wash further improves the car's ap
pearance! 

Maintenance. They best way to 
maintain the finish on your car is to keep 
it garaged when not in use. It is almost 
impossible to keep a car looking nice if 
it's parked outside, especially if you 
have a life. 

To maintain the Meguiar's finish, 
wash with 00 or 62, polish with No. 7 or 
No. 9, then wax with No. 26 or Medal
lion. If this is done as needed, the car 
will seldom need the cleaning step. 
Since cleaning is the most time con
suming, laborious and wearing on the 
paint, routine maintenance is a sensible 
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(if self-disciplined) alternative to an an
nual or semi-annual detailing. 

Clean the glass. The glass may be 
cleaned, again preferably by machine, 
using No. 1 or No. 4 (which may also 
be used by hand) (and don't try to do 
the inside of the glass by machine). I 
am amazed how already-"clean" glass 
can be made to just sparkle with this 
treatment; it also removes water spots. 
And you should do it before polishing 
and waxing, as there will be cleaner 
splattered all over the glass from when 
you cleaned the paint, and cleaner will 
be splattered over the paint when you 
clean the glass. 

Glass can be finished with Rain X if 
you wish (outside only). For those who 
haven't tried it (and it has been around 
for quite a while), Rain X seals the pores 
in the glass, which causes rain to bead 
and fly off, and also gives your wind
shield wipers a smoother ride. The 
down side is complaints about hazing, 
especially in difficult lighting conditions 
(dusk and dawn). I have used the stuff 
intermittently for about a dozen years, 
and I think it's a good product if used 
correctly (the residue must be wiped 
completely off, and you can't tell if it's 
completely off in certain lighting condi
tions) . Give it a try; it's around $5 per 
bottle, which will last years. 

Clean the rubber. While the wax is 
curing is a good time to get started on 
the rubber and vinyl. Cleaning is done 
with No. 39 and a nylon-bristled brush. 
On the exterior, hose off the cleaner. 
For protection and appearance, No. 42 
works well with rubber bumpers, tires, 
plastic and semi-gloss painted areas. 
It soaks in, and may take multiple coats. 
It does not leave a shiny coat like 

Armorall, and seems to have less of a 
tendency to wash off in the rain (the 
streaks Armorall leaves as it washes 
off are one of many reasons to avoid 
the stuff). 

Clean the plastic. Interior plastic 
parts may be cleaned with No. 40, 
which can be wiped on or (if the filth 
requires it) brushed with a brush of stiff 
plastic bristles. (For real grunge, No. 
39 is a more aggressive cleaner.) It is 
an Armorall substitute, except that it 
leaves matte finishes matte. (I dislike 
Armorall's making everything shiny. I 
also dislike the way it evaporates and 
deposits itself on the windshield as a 
haze, something No. 40 also does not 
seem to do.) 

High-impact plastics, such as turn 
signal lenses, can have scratches re
moved by machine with No. 1 and No. 
3 cleaners; No. 1 O can be used for 
cleaning thereafter. I have restored 
lenses I was ready to scrap with these 
materials. No. 10 is the industry stan
dard for cleaning plastic airplane wind
shields, by the way (they are restored 
with a product called Micro Mesh). 

Protection/maintenance of clear 
high-impact plastic pieces can be ac
complished with No. 18, which is a 
cleaner/polish. It can also be used on 
window tints and compact disks. 

Clean the wheels. Everybody has 
a favorite wheel cleaner, from Mothers 
to Eagle One. Meguiar's sells No. 36, 
which is used with a household paint 
brush and elbow grease. The No. 36 is 
non-acidic and is not corrosive - it will 
not damage wheels. Meguiar's makes 
a big deal out of No. 36 being the only 
cleaner blessed by BBS. But because 
No. 36 is not aggressive, you have to 
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put in a lot of your own effort. So try 
them all, and use what you like best, 
but don't wait until after you have dam
aged your wheels with another product 
to try the Meguiar's. 

Summary of applications. By 
machine: Conventional paints : Wash 
with 00 or No. 62. Clean with a buffer, 
using No. 2 unless severely oxidized 

No. 1. Polish with No. 3 if using a buffer, 
or with No. 7 if using a DA or hutch. 
Wax with No. 26 or Medallion, prefer
ably using a DA or hutch. Plastic paints: 
same as above, only polish using a DA 
or hutch with No. 7 or with No. 9 with a 
rotary buffer and a finishing pad. 

/ or deeply scratched, in which case use 

By hand: Conventional and plastic 
paints: Wash with 00 or No. 62. Clean 
with No. 4 or 2, polish with No. 7 wax 
with No. 26 paste or IQ.lid, or Medallion. 

\ 

Summary of Products 
A summary of relevant Meguiar's products and their uses: 

00 - wash. One capful per gallon of water. 
1 - very aggressive cleaner for use by machine only. Can also be used as a 

glass cleaner. 
2 - mild cleaner for use by hand or machine. Less aggressive than No. 1 or 

4. 
3 - machine polish, for conventional paints. 

4 - most aggressive cleaner, for use by hand or machine. Fairly abrasive, and 
without chemicals. Use only if milder cleaners don't do the job. 

6 - cleaner/wax for the one-step crowd and for removing road tars. Not for 
you. 

7 - glaze. Apply by hand. Full of feeder oils and other good stuff, and hides 
hairline scratches. 

9 - swirl remover for polishing out swirling or very light scratching by hand or 
machine. 

1 O - high-impact plastic cleaner. 

16 - paste wax. Apply by hand or DNorbital. 
18 - high-impact plastic cleaner/polish for clear plastics. 

20 - polymer sealant. For the annual detailer type. Not recommended for fine 
German cars. 

26 - modern paste and liquid wax. Can be applied by hand or machine. 

36 - wheel cleaner. Use with paint brush and elbow grease. BBS approved. 

34 - squirt bottle wash. Good for clean-up, prepping panels about to be worked 
and concours. Enhances gloss. 

39 - rubber and vinyl cleaner. 

40 - vinyl and plastic cleaner/conditioner. Goodbye Armorall! 

42 - rubber cleaner/treatment. 

62 - car wash concentrate destined to replace 00. 

Medallion for All Paint - the most wonderful wax. 
Medallion for All Leather - Meguiar's leather treatment. I prefer Mercedes

Benz Lederpflegemittel (pin 0009860571 ), Connolly Hide Food or 
saddle soap. 

S-2005 - Meguiar's Unigrit sandpaper (2000 grit). Most commonly used grades 
are 1000, 1200, 1500 and 2000. 

K-2000 - Meguiar's sanding block (2000 grit). Available in grades from 400 to 
3000. 

W-65 - backing plate for W-9000 

W-1000 - 8" yellow polishing pad. 

W-5500 - 5.5'' yellow polishing pad. 

W-7000 - cutting pads. 

W-9000 - 8" tan finishing pad. 

VINES 
Specializing in 

BMW Parts 
NEW 

& 
USED 

Sheetmetal & Interiors 

Engine & Transmissions 
• 

Maintenance Items 
& Accessories 

• 
Exhaust & Brake Parts 

2460 Morgan Road S.E. 
Bessemer, Alabama 35020 

(205) 426-2697 
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SERVICE 

823-1212 
Gordon Kortlever 

!3MW Specialist 
Pete Jackson 

Service Consultant 

Ultimate Service for the 
Ultimate Driving Machine 
13635 N. E. 126th Place 
Kirkland, WA 98034 
Telephone (206) 823-1212 
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The following busi· 
nesses have generously 
agreed to extend price 
discounts to BMW ACA 
Puget Sound Region 
members. To get the 
discounts, members 
must show their mem· 
bership cards before 
the purchase is trans· 
acted. Discounts may 
not be made after the 
sales form is com· 
pleted. Extra paper· 
work cost the dis· 
counting business 
money just when that 
business is offering to 
save us money. So, 
please make sure to 
take your card and 
show it when you 
place your order. This 
will protect this pro· 
gram for an. 

The Club intends to 
keep this list current 
and publish it on a 
periodic basis. If any
one has any questions 
or suggestions of 
businesses to be added 
to the list, please call 
Roger Wales at 74J· 
9'146. 

These businesses, 
like all others, un
dergo personnel 
changes from time to 
time. Because of this, 
it is possible that you 
may not get the cor· 
rect response when 
you present your card. 
Please make sure that 
you confirm the dis· 
count directly with 
the business as you 
place your order. If 
you have any ques· 
tions, please call Roger 
Wales. He will be 
happy to assist in 
resolving any misun· 
derstanding, however, 
the Club cannot guar· 
antee a favorable 
outcome. 
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Club Discounts 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

BllW of Bellewue 
15% on Parts and Service 
13617 Northup Way 
Bellevue, WA 98005 643-4544 

BllW •orthwest 
10% on Parts 
4011 20th St E., Tacoma, WA 98424 
922-8700 

BllW Seattle 
15% on Parts and Accessories, 
10% on Labor 
714 E. Pike St., Seattle, WA 98122 
Sales: 328-8787; Service: 328-2300; 
Parts: 328-7788 

Hahn BllW (Yakima) 
15% on Parts and Accessories 
1201 S. 1st St, Yakima, WA 
1-509-453-9171 

AAA F•re and Safety 
Wholesale Prices 
3103 3rd Ave. N., Seattle (West of 
Fremont Bridge on S. side of canal) 
284-1721 

Bap-Geon 
Seattle and Tacoma 
Varying discounts depending on type 
of part or accessory 
1325 E. Madison, Seattle 322-4366 
5002 S. Washington St., Tacoma 
475-9421 

Bellewue llotor Works 
15% on Parts (New only) 
2040 152nd Ave. NE, Bellevue 
746-7141 

••mmers Only 
10% to 40% on OEM parts. Indepen
dent service. Free set back of service 
interval lights for do-it-yourselfers. 
Same location but address has 
changed to: 
318 140th SW, Everett 743-2002 

ColUs•on Craft, Ltd. 
15% discount on deductible 
9125 Willows Road, Redmond 
883-8556 

German Car Spec•aUsts 
15% on parts 
12408 SE 38th, Bellevue 644-7770 

Jess•ca Greenway 
F•nanc•al Planner 

Complimentary consultation to club 
members 
605 First Ave., Mutual Life Bldg. 
Suite 505, Seattle 548-0102 

Puaet sound T•re 
Approx. 10% discount except for 
Motorsports Tires and Specials 
11011 Pacific Highway S., Seattle 
763-1273 

Shaw &. Assoc., CPA 
10% discount to club members 
1333 N. Northlake Way, Suite G, 
Seattle 548-0102 

Str•ctly BllW 
10% on everything subject to a 
maximum discount of $30. 
2111 140th Ave. NE, Bellevue 
747-6044 

T•T 
Up to 25% on Parts and Accessories 
6717 Roosevelt Way NE, Seattle 
524-5151 

Walt's Rad•ator A. lluffler 
20% discount on parts 
18 locations (location managers 
should know about discount. If one 
doesn't, ask him to call Rich at the 
main store) 

\ 



T• NPM l-!'1da: 
THE ULTIMATE LUXURY MACHINE 

Ever since its introduction in January 
1977, BMW's 7-series has been consid
ered the marque's standard-bearer in the 
luxury-car market It combined a 
healthy dose of traditional BMW virtues 
such as performance and handling with 
luxury and convenience features 
unmatched elsewhere in the Bavarian 
automaker's range. The third generation 
Seven emphasizes the luxury/conve
nience side of the equation to a degree 
unprecedented for BMW. 

BMW is said to have spent around 
$1.2 billion to develop the car. Annual 
production from the Dingolfing plant is 
forecast to be 25,000-30,000 units, with 
around 9,000-10,000 destined for North 
America. As before, a 740i will be 
offered as well as long-wheelbase 740iL 
and 750iL models. 

In isolation, the new car does not 
appear to be much different than its 
predecessor. It is about 3 inches longer 
(4 inches in the lwb cars) and a bit 
wider and taller. Wheelbase has been 
extended 3.9 inches in the 740 and 4.9 
inches in both long-wheelbase models. 
The styling changes are best described 
as evolutionary rather than revolution
ary. The grille is built into the hood, 
quad headlamps reside behind clear 
lenses as in the 3-series, there is a 
revised C-pillar and backlight treatment, 
and new 16-inch wheels (formerly 15-
inch) have been specified. 

The new Seven emphasizes safety. 
Body rigidity is said to be improved 
100%, and 70% of the body panels are 
galvanized on both sides. Other passive 
safety features include a new "door 
anchoring" system designed to meet 
1997 US side-impact regulations. The 
updated seat-belt tensioners and airbags 
are controlled by electronic sensors. 
This has some unexpected benefits. For 
instance, in the event of a frontal 
collision, the passenger airbag will not 
inflate unless the seat is occupied. If the 
car is repairable, the customer will not 
need to pay to replace both airbags. In 
the same vein, only the seatbelt 
tensioners deploy in a frontal impact 
below a certain severity. 

As befitting its intended market, the 
new car has a wealth of new security 

By Tom Williams 

The 1995 7-series. 

The 1994 7-series. 

features. The passenger door lock has 
been eliminated, and all doors are 
double locked. The central locking 
system can be activated without locking 
the fuel filler door. If the remote 
locking unit is touched once or the key 
turned once, only the driver's door will 
be unlocked; this was specifically 
requested by BMW's US customers. 
Also, a "valet" mode will lock the trunk 
while allowing the doors and ignition to 

be utilized. Finally, the keys themselves 
have been revised, making them much 
harder to duplicate. 

A multi-function display panel from 
the 8-series highlights the interior 
changes. The device incorporates 
controls for the audio system, climate 
controls, a multi-function clock, the on
board computer, and of course, the 
cellular phone. The display will vary 
depending on the function selected: 
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selecting "audio" will display preset 
radio stations, while pressing "CD" 
within the audio mode will change the 
display appropriately. There is a useful 
timer mode built in which allows the 
automatic ventilation system to function 
even while the car is unoccupied. 

A new premium audio system 
featuring digital sound processing (DSP) 
is now available in the 740i/iL and is 
standard in the 750iL. There are 330 
watts and 14 speakers on tap, just the 
ticket for cranking Public Enemy in the 
parking lot at the country club. The 
DSP system has three preset "environ
ments"; the user can program three 
more. The standard audio layout makes 
do with 150 watts and 10 speakers. Both 
systems feature four antenna circuits, 
claimed to provide improved FM stereo 
reception. 

The new vehicle incorporates a 
feature many thought overdue: steering 
wheel controls for the audio system, 
phone, climate control, and cruise 
control. The power-adjustable wheel 
telescopes and tilts. 

A charcoal filter has been added to 
the air filtration system, and is said to be 
very effective at reducing certain types 
of chemical odors. Air distribution 
among the windshield, dash, and 
footwell is now more flexible. Separate 
blowers are provided for both driver and 
front seat passenger. Also included is a 
switch which allows residual engine heat 
to be used to warm the interior for up to 
16 minutes after the engine has been 
switched off. 

The power seats are adjustable 14 
ways, including a 4-way lumbar adjust
ment. Fore-aft adjustment has been 
increased, and the front seat tracks are 
further apart to provide more rear foot 
room. Other convenience features 
include one-touch power windows and 
sunroof (the latter featuring a security 
screen), auto-dimming rearview mirror, 
continuously variable seat heating, "soft
close" trunk lid, and heated wiper 
parking area. And, no doubt to satisfy 
the US market, cupholders. Front and 
rear. Surprised? After reading all of the 
above, you shouldn't be. 

The 740i/iL carry forward the 4.0-
liter VS from the current car. Output 
and torque are unchanged, but the 0-60 
time has been shaved 0.1 second to an 
even 7 .0 seconds, possibly the result of a 
shorter final drive. The big news is that 
the 12-cylinder in the 750iL grows to 5.4 
liters. Power increases to 323 bhp at 
5000 rpm from 296 bhp at 5200, and 
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torque is up to 362 lb-ft at 3900 rpm (v. 
332 at 4100). The 0-60 time drops to 
6.4 seconds from 7.1, quite an achieve
ment given that the new car has gained 
some 330 pounds and has a much taller 
final drive (2.Sl v.3.64). Fuel economy 
figures are said to be improved but any 
savings there would be offset at least 
partially by the fact that the new motor 
requires premium fuel. 

All three cars now have a 5-speed 
automatic gearbox (previously, the 750 
made do with a 4-speeder). The trans
mission features what BMW calls 
Adaptive Transmission Control (ADC), 
which was first seen in the 540i. ADC is 
designed to work by monitoring accel
erator inputs and changing modes 
accordingly. For example, it the system 
detects no abrupt throttle movements for 
a period of time, it will automatically 
switch to an economy mode. Con
versely, when the accelerator is floored, 
a sport mode is invoked, which delays 
upshifts. This system also checks for 
wheel slip and in those conditions will 
block out first gear. On curves, no 
upshifts occur if the system detects 
cornering forces above a certain g level. 
No standard transmission is planned for 
the US; European customers can order a 
6-speed manual through BMW Indi
vidual. 

Brake discs are larger on all models. 
The US-spec cars are limited to 130 mph 
(even the 750iL) so the new 7.5 x 16 
wheels now wear 235/60 H-rated all-

season rubber. Another apparent 
concession to US tastes is the foot
actuated handbrake, which was fitted to 
provide a better telephone installation. 

The front suspension features the 
forged aluminum lower arms from the S
series coupe. The rear set-up is a four
link per side arrangement, basically a 
more compact version of the S-series 
setup. Electronic damping is standard 
on the 750iL, but is no longer available 
on either VS car. The self-leveling rear 
suspension on both long wheelbase 
models is carried over. The result of all 
this should be a car which sets the class 
benchmark for handling, as did its 
predecessor. 

Options? Precious few. They include 
traction control, power sunshade for the 
rear window, manual sunshades for the 
rear door windows, headlight/foglight 
washer-wiper system, premium audio 
system, and ski bag. That's about it. 
And all of that is standard on the 750iL, 
the only car I've ever seen with no 
manufacturer's options, though, no 
doubt, something could be arranged. 
Warranty details have not been finalized, 
but currently a complete 4 year/50,000 
mile plan is offered. 750iL owners also 
receive free routine maintenance during 
that time. 

It is expected the S-cylinder cars will 
be in dealer showrooms around Novem
ber, with the 750iL arriving early in 
1995. Prices have not yet been an
nounced. 

The emergency brake goes on the floor to make room for the phone. How can 7 owners do handbrake turns? 



7: DRMN6 IMPRESSIONS 
Leif Anderberg, BMW fanatic extraordinaire and 

founder of the BMW AuJomobile Club of America, 

recently had the opportunity lo test a new 740i in 

Europe. His report: 

I had a chance to drive the car at both 
autobahn speeds and small back roads. 
It is a very impressive automobile. It 
behaved perfectly under all driving 
conditions. The engine still has that nice 
BMW sound when it kicks down and 
accelerates hard. Music to my ears! 

The car handles well and has plenty 
of power. My co-driver even had it up 
to the computer-controlled limit of 

250kph (155mph) on one stretch of the 
autobahn. Even at that speed it felt 
great, very stable and secure. For those 
of you who have never driven or rode at 
that speed, believe me, it is FAST! 

The only complaint I had about the 
car was an ever-so-slight hesitation from 
rest when you put the "pedal to the 
metal." You quickly learn to compen
sate, however. (I just had to complain 
about something.) The hesitation is so 
slight that most drivers will probably not 
even notice it. I doubt many 7-series 
drivers will drive the car as hard as we 
did. This car is the ultimate cruiser and 
shows you have arrived! Professional Detailing 

Hi· Tech Finess Polishing 
Color Sanding 
Leather Care 



BMW to Produce 2-Series 
According to a report by Georg 

Kacher in Britain's Car magazine, 
BMW is moving forward plans to 
build a new range of minicars. They 
will be slotted below the recently 
announced 3-series Compact and 
may eventually be designated as a 2-
series. The story mentioned that the 
car incorporates the following 
elements: 
• an aluminum spaceframe, enabling 
frequent changing of the car's 
exterior, as well as providing a rigid 
safety shell 
• lightweight body panels of various 
materials 
• front-wheel drive 
• transversely mounted 4-cylinder 
powerplant 
• a new body style every 12-18 
months 

Annual production of 35,000-
50,000 units is contemplated. Since 
the car can be reskinned so readily, it is anticipated that it will have a produc
tion life from 6 to 10 years. The Wackersdorf factory, currently devoted solely 
to the making convertible bodies-in-white, will be expanded to accommodate 
the production. Nine hundred new workers are expected to be hired. 

The car will be some 20" shorter than the Compact. The car's weight 
should be around 1,800 pounds or less, so performance should be fine even 
with a small engine. Concerning the latter, 
three choices are contemplated. A 1.4 liter, 
85 bhp unit, based on the 1.6 of the 316i; 
the 1.1 liter, 16-valve KlOO motorcycle 
engine; and a 1.4 liter 16-valve Rover
sourced motor. Each has its benefits and 
problems: the 1.4 1 BMW mill is cheap but 
heavy and thirsty; the motorcycle motor is 
compact, but is expensive and works best 
only at very high rpms; and the Rover 
engine is cheap, but would need modifica
tion so it could be sold as a BMW. 

Six versions of the car have apparently been given the go-ahead: a sedan, 
roadster, sports estate (wagon), sport-utility, pickup, and a "mini people
carrier". (Don't ask. We don't know what it is either, but we suspect it's a 
mini-minivan.) 

Concerning BMW's principal rivals' plans in this area, a BMW board 
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The new 3-series Touring is under
going final testing. It will be intro
duced at the Paris Auto Show this 
foll and will be available at Euro
pean dealers next January. 
(Auto Week) 

>>>starting in July, BMW NA will 
offer a 6-speed manual in the 540i , 
priced below $50,000. (Roundel) 

member stated, ''We don't want to 
imitate Audi, which has had to use 
aluminum to make up for the weight 
penalty of its quattro system. We 
don't want to imitate Mercedes 
either, because we don't think it's a 

good idea to 
depend on only 
one body style 
and on relatively 
high production 
volumes. BMW 
will invest a lot 
less than (Audi 
and Mercedes) 
but we anticipate 
a similar image 
benefit and an 

even better yield per unit." 
Expansion of the Wackersdorf 

factory should be complete in late 
1996, with the first cars ready the 
following year. 



The 1996 R 1 ROADSTER 
These are the first photos of 

the Rl roadster in final produc
tion form. The Rl will be built at 
the new production facility in 
South Carolina. Production start 
date is September 1995 for the 
'96 model year. 

The Rl will be priced around 
$30,000. The roadster is based 
on the same platform as the 318i 
Compact but it is shorter overall 
and lower. The target weight is 
1000 kg (2200 lbs.) but the actual weight, currently, is closer to 1100 
kg (2400 lbs.). 

The Rl was designed by BMW design chief, American Chris Bangle. 
The styling is modern but includes hints from the 328 of the '30s and 
507 of the '50s. Competition will probably include the coming SLK 
roadster from Mercedes (priced at about $40,000) and the Porsche 
Boxster (priced at about $47,000). 

The Rl 's engine will be the 1.8-liter unit used in the 318i. However, 
power will be increased to 145-150 hp. (Auto Motor und Sport with 
thanks to Andy Kueblbeck) 

Separated at Birth?>>>> 
Rover's design for a modernized 

Mini (left photo) include recapturing 
the look of the original while increas
ing interior space by stretching the 
wheelbase five inches. Airbags, 
power windows and ABS availability 
will also ensure a modern vehicle. 
The engine will be a 1 .1-liter 60 hp or 
1.4-liter 75 hp unit. (Road & Track) 

BMW's E1 (right photo) bears 
more than a passing resemblance to 
the new Mini from Rover. Could the 
new mini-cars share components? 
One would sure think so. The E1 has 
been given the go-ahead by BMW's 
board, possibly badged as the 2-
series. 

At the Christie's auction in 
London in February, two BMWs 
changed hands. A 1956 Isetta 300 
sold for $7,659. A 1967 1600TI Alpina 
coupe (Brazillian rally car) sold for 
$10,552. (Automobile) 

In en artickr on the new Mmerati 
Ghibli, Clwistopher Bibb pays BMW a 
compliment n his conclusion: •5o1ne 
woclld argue that a few blemishes acid 
daader somehow. or eMclnce the 
new (Obi's Ink wih the past. As this 
car is meant to be a GT for the '90s. 
howe~ I ccnnot agree. In the encl. I 
feel sensl>le money would be much 
better channeled into an PB BMW; 
apart from being about ZOO/o cheaper, 
the German offering easly outperfonns 
the Mmerati without sacrifidng any of 
its charms... {Sports Ctr lnlemalionS) 

+++Beginning in the 1996 mcxiel 
year, certain BMW mcxiels will offer 
side airl::ags. The l::ags are triggered 
by a side imp:rct to the vehicle. 
F.ach side has two l::ags, one for the 
head and one for the shoulder. (Auto 
Motor wid Spart) 
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•:••:••:• Rl 4 U 
BMW has confirmed that the 1996 R1 
Roadster will be built, starting next 
summer, in South Carolina. At the New 
York Auto Show, BMW NA CEO Helmet 
Panke said, 'There's nothing like it (the 
Rl) in the world." The base engine is the 
1.8-liter four. Rumor is that the alterna
tive powerplant may be a bigger four 
with horsepower of 175 to 225. Price 
guess is $25,000. (Roundel) 

If it's not 
broken, we 
won't fix it. 

We're not the kind of BMW repair shop that seems to find a major 
problem with your car every time you bring it in for an oil change. 
If your BMW needs only a minor adjustment to solve a 1 

problem, we'll tell you. Because we focus on building ' ,.~' , 
long-term relationships with our customers. ' • (:) p ,_ 
But if your BMW does need fixing, our ASE-certified- :J 

Ma~ter Technicians have the expertise to quickly 
get to the root of the problem. With our state-of-
the-art equipment and computerized ~ 
access to all factory service bulletins, we'll 
make sure your repairs are done right the first time. rt 
As a get-to know-you special, save 10% up to I \ 
$35.00 on all services, OR receive an Oil l,/ 
;~:~:he :~1 ~~=~ ~:i~!!l~s tax. Offer valid ~--'--? 
provide free shuttle service! STRICTLY BMW 
So call us today at 747-6044. Independent Service 
2111 140th Ave. NE 
Bellevue, WA 98005 
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Over 1,500 BMW owners trust us with their keys. 
13 years of quality service. 

11• Car & Driver tested the new M3 
and was so impressed that the 
bimmer was featured on the cover 
with the admonition; "Get this : 240 
hp, 5.6 to 60, $36,000!" That's about 
the same conclusion your editors 
reached and Tom Williams expressed 
in his M3 review last month. Car & 
Driver always has a box called The 
Verdict. It said: "Highs: Good looks, 
great torque, superb sound, the right 
price. Lows: Only 2000 coming this 
year. The Verdict: Buy one before the 
news gets around." If that weren't 
enough, they said the M3 is "convinc
ing evidence that Munich is now the 
automotive Valhalla." 

Thoagh it would be a straight rit. 
BMW does not intend to market 6-
cylmder versions of the new l-series 
Compad. '"If spedalists Ike fllpina or 
khnitzer want to do it, it's their 
business,• says BttW Director or 
Enginnring and Research. Dr. Wolfgang 
Reitzkr. •eot we see this car as the 
first step into BMW ownmllp, and we 
wil offer only two 4-<ylinder engines. .. 
Dr. Reitzle tinks that the 316i 
Compad's rear hatch is a very impor
tant item in the car's package. tis 
reasoning is that the majority of 
potential buyers will be yoang people 
wlmse car ownersNp, up to now. had 
ban lmited to smaD, front-drive 
hatchbacks. wllch easily carry such 
bulky items as bicycles, skis. surf
boards. etc. He is sure these buyers 
wll be tempted by an elegant, sporty 
car offering sinilar advantages and 
bearing the prestigioas blue-Glld-wlite 
badge. The 316i Compad also carries 
the enthusiast advcmtage of being rear
wheel drive; being able to c.ontrol the 
front and rear wtnls separately 
(through the steering wheel and 
accelerator pedal, mpedivlly) makes 
driving so much more interesti11g! 
{Road Ii Track) 

Maisto has produced a very 
nice mod.el of the 325i Con
vertible in 1: 18 scale. It's got 
lots of details: seat backs that 
move, working roll bars, real 
working rear suspension, 
working steering, and lots of 
engine detail. It's available lots 
of places for about $25. 



•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:• 
BMW's purchase of Rover has not 
affected the mid-engine PR3 
sports car project. R&D chief 
Wolfgang Reitzle said the project 
has BMW's full backing and is on 
schedule for a European debut in 
June 1996. Power will come from 
one of two 1.8-liter K-series 
inline-four engines: 140 hp or 1 70 
hp with variable valve timing. 
(Road & 1Fack) 

BMG? 
BMW's $1.2 billion purchase of Rover 

is being hauled as a coup. BMW has 
joined the ranks of the large European 
automakers and put to rest the fear 
voiced by company CEO Bernd 
Pischetsreider that "in ten years time 
BMW might be too small to compete in 
the world auto industry." BMW has 
neatly covered the threats from Mercedes 
of a small car and a 4 x 4. 

Honda was offered first opportunity 
to buy Rover but declined to increase its 
203 share beyond 47.53. This left Rover 
unable to fund its product plans. Despite 
the Sterling's failure in the U.S., Rover 
has done well in Europe. Rover was the 
only Euro manufacturer to increase sales 
in '93, product unreliability has largely 
been cured, and short-sighted manage
ment and disruptive unions are gone. 
Productivity is at German levels but 
labor costs are half of those in Germany. 

Rover is expected to return to the U.S. 
in 1997 with a sedan based on the 5-
series platform. About the same time, 
Range Rover will begin using BMW V8s. 

Before then, U.S. BMW dealers should 
introduce a new MG Midget. 
Pischetsreider says the new Midget "will 
be a true MG," and will not conflict with 
the upcoming Rl roadster to be built in 
South Carolina. (European Car) 

pun.t .... ~ue.·· rflasstc~~.11. ' n/7.4<1/1-i'c. ,\ ·~· J ,. 'J !,/' • f/l'Trf/f/I • 

.. z;ex;.y race-bred alloys " or 3, 5, 7 ancfB series BMW. 

All wheel styles offered 
in silver or chrome. 

13743 SW Farmington Rd. •Beaverton, OR 97005-2603 

(503) 641-5755 • FAX (503) 641-6237 

Honda will sell its 20% interest in Rover to BMW Honda will buy 
back Rover's 20% share in its UK manufacturing plant Other 
licensing arrangements are to remain intact (AutoWee]() 

Auto Detailing 
Meticulous Care For 

The Owner Who Expects It! 
•Showroom Quality Results 
•We Protect Your Investment 

•Only The Finest Products - Meguiar's 

Pick • Up & Delivery 
622-9800 

Downtown next to Freeway Park 
7th Ave. (Hubbell Pl.) & Seneca 

Quick/Lube Service Too! 
MEMBER OF BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU AND PROFESSIONAL DETAILING ASSOCIATION 

1994 July ZUNDFOLGE 19 



Classified 
Marketplace 

Cars For Sale 
1990 325is Alpine white with natur 
leather. original owner. 5-speed, 
ABS, airbag, BBS wheels, sunroof, 
Clifford lntelliguard 600 alarm , 
non-smoker. 59K miles (mostly 
freeway), 60K service complete. 
a/dis/speakers, very clean. 
$16,000. Chris 454-7677. 

1988 M6 Black/Gray leather 
interior. 75,000 miles. Excellent 
condition. $25,000. Leave mes
sage 445-5235. 

1987 635CSi Black exterior. black 
leather. automatic, all options, 
Dinan chip, Hartge muffler, Weds 
polished wheels (16"), Bilstein 
shocks and Jamex lowering 
springs. Mint condition through
out. $19,950. Glade Johnson. 827-
1600 (days). 

1978 320i. Bilstein shocks, sunroof, 
Cibie headlights. 4-speed manua 
transmission. metallic red, runs 
well . could use paint. $1500 OBO. 
Mike, home: 745-6943, work: 881-
7544 ext. 2450. Leave a message. 

1978 R 60-7 motorcycle. Dark blue 
with fairing, tank pack and saddle 
bags. New tires, German spec. 
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bought new at factory. Second 
owner. 35.000 miles, $1850. John 
Brosius 481-2816. 

1973 Bavaria 3.0 One-owner, 4-
door stick, sunroof. A/C, Ceylon 
Gold, 2 l 3K largely highway miles. 
In 1984, factory-rebuilt 1978 
exchange motor installed at 140K 
stage. Recent (1991-94) improve
ments: Weber carburetor. 
McPherson struts. 4 gas shocks, 4 
brake pads/rotors, rebuilt A/C 
motor/new pressure hoses. This 
authentic BMW great buy $3995. 
Call after July 15: 922-5827, Fife for 
more details, test drive. 

1973 2002a Automatic, sunroof, 
stereo, good car for student, 
$1500. Dan 206-582-0803. 

1972 2002tii New motor, new susp. 
22mm bars. new exhaust, needs 
finishing touches. $2100. Dan 206-
582-0803 

1972 2002 One owner car. new 
motor, many new parts. all origi
nal. Moving sale, $1700. Dan 206·· 
582-0803. 

1960 700 Tilux Great body, motor 
out but in good condition, good 
interior. asking S 1500. Dan 206-582-
0803. 

Wanted 
Parts/Literature wanted for 
Borgward Isabella Coupe. Call 
Heinz (H) 784-9459. (W) 965-923 l . 

Tires 
PLUS 

Discounters 
of HIGH 

c~• c~l\~PERFORMANCE 
f'i\r:s TIRES 
~c~Mn• & WHEELS 
PRICE: 
Low Discount Prices. 

SELECTION: Over 4,000 tires in stock 
- Pirelli, Goodyear, Yokohama, Bridge
stone, Michelin, B.F. Goodrich, and 
Cooper. 
SERVICE: Friendly, informed sales 
people; FREE tire mounting using 
European Tire Machines for Touchless 
Mag Wheel Mounting. All wheels are 
hand torqued to manufacturer's specs. 

12540 N.E. 124th Street I(_:: 
1 
Kirkland (Totem Lake) 

. 811·9100 
1--:°"'.J 1331 O Bel-Red Road 

Bellevue (Next to Olympic 
Boats, behind JB Factory Carpets) 

641·7300 
11,00I illSlnt atdit pill! O.A.C. willl no lllOM'f down. 

Deadline tor the August issue 
is July 29. 

Classified Advertising Policy: 
Classified ads are free to mem
bers in good standing (paid up 
dues) . There is a $10 fee to non
members. Photo classifieds are 
$15 to members, $25 to non-mem
bers. Ads will be run for two con
secutive months, space permit
ting. Zundfolge staff reserves the 
right to edit all classified ads. Ads 
must be typed or neatly printed 
and sent toZundtolge, clo Lucena 
Lightfoot, 2641 39th Ave. W., 
Seattle, WA 98199. Attn: Classi
fied ads. Make checks payable to 
BMW ACA. 



11011 Pacific Highway South 
Seattle, WA 98168 

~YYOKOHAMA 

MONTHLY SPECIAL 
10% OFF All Yokohama Ultra High 

Performance & High Performance Tires! 

Free Mounting! 

Greg Fordahl 
Performance Tire, Suspension, 

and Alignment Specialist 

STOCKING DEALER FOR YOKOHAMA 
COMPETITION, ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE 

AND HIGH PERFORMANCE TIRES 

"BMW CLUB" MEMBER DISCOUNTS 

WEIGHT BALANCE (LONGACRE SCALES) 
HUNTER COMPUTERIZED 4-WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

1-800-882-2057 
206-763-1273 

FIKSE DP EIBACH KONI TOKICO MOTUL 

Thank you 
for your 

continuing 
business. 

We look forward 
to serving BMW 
club members. 
-~aHd~~ 

13500 Bel-Red Road, Bellevue, WA 98005 

746-1976 
DETAILS~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~DETAILS 

CAMPBELL/NELSON 
Auto-VVrecking 

USED PARTS 
.\'=~~=-- REBUILDABLES 

::...&nil~="--'\. USED CARS 

The Northwest's largest selection for BMW 
Quotes Gladly! SAAB 

(206) 771-4931 PORSCHE 

Ea ale vw 
Quality AUDI 

USED PARTS ~~5% s:oo 
SAT. 9:00 to 4:00 

2osth & Aurora Across from Aurora Village 
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