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David Alan Griffith 
is pleased to announce 

his acquisition of 

BMWSEA1TLE 
BMW Sales 
714 E. Pike St. 
Seattle, WA 98122 
206-328-8787 

BMW Service and Parts 
715 E. Pine St. 

Seattle, WA 98122 
206-328-2300 fservice) 

206-328-7788 fparts) 

11Please come buy a car from me, 
I paid a ton for this place." 
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See The 328 (And More) 
April 26 

David has mentioned in his article 
that John and Nancy Martin's 328 will 
be at the club general meeting at Kane 
Restorations on April 26 at 7:30 p.m. 
John Martin will personally appear at 
the meeting to talk about the car and 
its restoration. 

For most of us, this would be enough 
to get us away from whatever we were 
doing. After all, this is a car club, right? 
But wait, there's more: 

-a tour of the facilities and a expla
nation of the restoration process by 
Mr. Kane. During your visit you'll be 
able to see some great cars. On recent 
visits one could see a Mercedes 300 SL 
"Gullwing", Maserati 500 GT, and the 
odd Ferrari, as well as work proceed
ing on others. 

- visits by members of the Classic 
Car Club, who at press time were sche
duled to bring a Delahaye and an 8-
liter Bentley. 

-hors d 'oeuvres prepared by the 
Sorrento Hotel. 

So it should go without saying, don't 
miss this meeting! It is bound to be an 
informative and fun evening. 

To get to Mr. Kane's shop, cross 
Broadway on Pine, turn right at the 
Kentucky Fried Chicken store, and the 
building is on your right. It's a few 
blocks east of BMW Seattle's service 
entrance. Call Al Lancaster (854-4100) 
or Tom Williams (283-1056) if you 
would like to know more; we 'II see you 
there! 

Calendar 
April 16 

April 26 

May 13 

May 31 

June 23-24 

July 14-15 

August 29 

Sept. 28-30 

October 13 

November 17 

Party at Jillian's Billiard Club of Seattle. The new owners of 
BMW Seattle are celebrating with a bash at Jillian's and all 
members are invited. Watch your mail for your invitation. 
Jillian's is located at 731 Westlake Ave. N. in Seattle. 

General Meeting atKane Restorations in Seattle, 1521 10th 
Ave., Seattle (near REI). If you have even a passing interest 
in auto restoration or just want to see some wonderful cars, 
this is the place to be. For more see the article inside. 

Sports Car Open at SIR. The second coming of this popu_lar 
event sponsored by Puget Sound Tire. Registration deadlme 
is April 30th. Call Joe Stubblefield at 241 -8063 after 7:00 
p.m. 

General Meeting at Auto Gear in Bellevue's Overlake area 
(near Sears). BMW models, literature, and a lot of fun. See 
the article inside for more details. 

Wine Tour to the Yakima Valley. This is the club's first visit to 
the Valley in several years . Give your Bimmer a chance to 
stretch its legs and have a good time tasting some of the 
nation's finest wines. See the article within for more. 

LONG RANGE: 

4th Annual BMW Fest Northwest. Concours d'Elegance 
Saturday (14) and driving school at Seattle International 
Raceway Sunday (15). 

Wednesday nighter track session at SIR. 

Return of the ever-popular Victoria tour. The fall date 
should make for better weather than our last couple of visits. 
A fun time for all; mark your calendars now. 

Fall Driving School at SIR. 

Annual Banquet. 

Other events will be added to the calendar during the year. If 
you have an idea for an event, call Vice Pres. Al Lancaster, 
854-4100. 

BMW ACA events are partially sponsored by a generous grant from 
BMW of North America. 



Wine Tour 
To The Yakima Valley 

In recent years, the Club has had 
wine tours in the Puget Sound area on 
several occasions. We have, however, 
not visited the area where the grapes 
come from: the Yakima and Columbia 
Valleys. This oversight will be reme
died the weekend of June 23 - 24, when 
we'll go to some of that area's finer 
wineries. This will be a relaxed, infor
mal tour: Yakima is definitely not 
Napa, and touring the Yakima and 
Columbia wineries is by necessity a 
more relaxed affair. There are less 
people, the wineries are much further 
apart, and there is a much greater 
chance to meet a winemaker and dis
cuss his or her art. 

Plans now call for leaving our ren
dezvous point (the convenience store 
just off 1-90 at the Preston / Fall City 
Exit around 8:15 A.M.). This will put 
us into Yakima around 10:00 or so. 
We'll take a break, get gas, and head off 
to our first winery. Lunch will be 
somewhere along the way. We'll tour a 
few more wineries in the afternoon 
before heading back to Yakima for the 
evening . A group dinner is being 
planned at one of Yakima's better res
taurants Saturday night. Let me know 
if you plan to attend the dinner; I'll 
need a count for the restaurant. Give 
me a ring at home: 283-1056. Please 
leave a message. 

There are many lodging choices in 
the area, ranging from motels to bed 
and breakfasts. Strictly your choice; 
I'd consult a AAA guide or the Mobil 
travel guide for further details on rates. 

On Sunday morning, we'll gather 
for brunch and then go to a couple 
more wineries, if the group wishes. 
Then it's off for home, with a choice of 
routes : back the way we came or the 
long way on Highway 410 past Mt. 
Rainier, road work permitting. 

Next month I'll talk more about 
some of the wineries we can visit and 
provide more details about the tour 
itself. Give me a call if you have any 
thoughts about the tour in the 
meantime. 

May Meeting: Auto Gear 
Our May general meeting will be 

hosted by the fine folks at Auto Gear. 
Auto Gear is located at 2020 148th 
N.E. in Bellevue, just south of the 
Sears store in Overlake. Meeting time 
is 7:30, but you can come in earlier and 
browse and enjoy wine and cheese. 
Meeting date is May 31st, the Thurs
day after Labor Day. 

Auto Gear is a treasure for enthusi
asts. It is the only automotive boutique 
in the Puget Sound area. The staff is 
extremely knowledgeable about cars 
of all eras. The guys are car nuts first, 
and retailers second. 

The store carries a huge stock of car 
models. Just about every marque 
imaginable is represented. A Ferrari 

Formula I car? No problem. A Safe
way delivery truck? Of course. A Cit
roen ambulance? Certainly. A Cadillac 
limousine? Right here. You won't be 
disappointed. If you're looking for a 
gift for a friend (or yourself) for an 
obscure make of car, step right up. 

Auto Gear also carries the largest 
stock of car books in the area. The 
selection is huge. They also have litera
ture, license plate frames , key chains 
and clothing. 

Bring your checkbook and plan to 
have fun. Auto Gear is the proverbial 
"kid in a candy store" kind of place for 
car people. If you've never been to 
Auto Gear, you've got a treat in store 
(no pun intended!). 

Welcome to Auto Gear. 



More Routine Maintenance 
For The Geriatric 2002 

Those of you with cybernetic memor
ies may remember my last column 
( Zundf olge 5 / 86) on routine mainte
nance for the 2002 which has crossed 
the century mark. Of course, many 
(most) of the items mentioned apply to 
any high-mileage BMW, so it may be 
worth review before expansion. 

Owners of older BMWs should take 
a hard look at: Shift lever and linkage 
rubber; rear subframe carrier bush
ings; heater blower motor; oil pressure 
switch leakage; fuse box corrossion; 
17-year-old gas tanks (for leakage) and 
associated fuel lines; mirrors; and 
windshield. 

And now, more ways to restore driv
ing pleasure to the geriatric 2002: 

1. Gas pedal bushing. The gas pedal 
sits on two metal ball joints welded to 
the floor of the car. Give it a good tug, 
and remove it. You will find on its back 
a slot, which may need cleaning. 

Coming out of the floor is a bent 
wire, the accelerator linkage, which is 
about 5mm thick. On its end is a plastic 
(nylon) bushing. This bushing travels 
in the slot on the back of the pedal (or 
at least, it is supposed to). 

Notice how the bushing is flat in 
some places, and round in others. It is 
worn out. This is why the pedal does 
not travel smoothly. For 40 cents, you 
can replace it and actually enjoy accel
erating, shifting and double clutching. 
Order part number 35 41 4 440 122. 
Shove the old bushing one off with a 
screw driver, and try not to damage the 
new one when you shove it back on. 
While you're at it, lubricate the slot on 
the pedal and the steel ball joints with 
white grease. 

2. Sacked seats. The 2002 seat was a 
chiropractor's best friend to begin with, 
but after the first hundred thou it not 
only hurt but looks lousy as well. The 
cost of dealing with the problem is so 
high in relation to the value of the car 
that many people would (sensibly 
enough) sell the car rather than change 

talls 
by Thomas B. Nast 

out the seats. Which explains why 
there are so many 2002s with sacked 
seats. But, since this is a universal 
problem and some of us plan on keep
ing and driving the cars, it is worth 
looking at the options. 

One alternative is to install 320i 
seats. These bolt right in. The Recaro 
seats from sport-model 320i's are hold
ing up pretty well, and if you can latch 
onto a pair you 're all set. The standard 
320i seats are much better built that 
2002 seats, especially early 2002 seats. 
This is because the 320i seat used 
sculpted foam instead of horsehair, 
and came in cloth as well as vinyl. 
(Except for late models with cloth cov
ers, the 2002 came with a pretty medio
cre cut of vinyl, which deposits itself on 
the windshield molecule by molecule 
over a number of millenia.) Even 
though these 320i materials are more 
durable than those in the 2002, 320i 
seats are also aging and, if you are 
buying a used pair, care must be taken 
to ensure they are a substantial im
provement over what you have now. A 
fair price would be $200 to $400 a pair, 
depending on condition. 

Another approach is to rebuild the 
old seats. The cost of doing this exceeds 
new aftermarket seats (without the 
added comfort and grip) , so one must 
question the rationality of a rebuild 
unless stock appearance is a dominant 
consideration or only a few parts of 
one seat need replacement. Neverthe-

less, XKSS (Box 4857, Thousand Oaks, 
CA 91359) sells everything you need 
(and maybe a bit more), as follows . 
Prices are list, for one seat. 

Seat pad $116.67 
Backrest pad 116.67 
Covers (imported vinyl) 233 .35 
Covers (domestic vinyl) 166.70 
Headrest cover 50.00 
Back panel 58.35 
XKSS recommends that someone 

experienced in rebuilding seats do the 
work ( I concur), so figure at least 
another $100.00 for labor. Add to this 
other repair work or parts often needed: 
broken hinges , broken hinge covers, 
reweld seat back stop, new rubber cov
ers for seat back stops, and broken seat 
back release cables (and good luck get
ting the right cable!). All this could 
(worst case) bring the bill for one seat 
rebuild to over eight hundred dollars, 
money better spent on a mental health 
professional. 

One option you don't have is to buy 
new 2002 (or 320i) seats from the 
dealer, because the dealer can't get 'em. 
The dealer can get you (some) parts, 
but not a complete seat. BMW could 
make a few friends with a rebuilt seat 
exchange program, just as it has an 
engine and transmission exchange 
program. 

So right-thinking 2002 owners will 
have to turn to the aftermarket. For
tunately, solutions can be found there 
(I limit this discussion to attractive 
seats at less than $1000 per pair with 
brackets). In alphabetical order: Cobra 
seats (Palm Beach, FL) at $850 - $950 a 
pair (all prices include brackets); Flo fit 
seats at $820 per pair; and Scat seats 
(Redondo Beach, Ca.) at $500 - $600 
per pair plus freight. Scat even makes 
leather affordable, about $750 per pair. 
My vote would be to check out the 
cloth Scat seats. All of these are avail
able through Autosport Seattle. 

The top-grade Recaro and Scheel 
seats will set you back close to $2000 a 
pair, (Konig runs about $1300 pair) 
so they are only for special project 



cars . (Matching cloth/ leather is avail
able for virtually all of these if you are 
ambitious enough to recover the rear 
seats to match.) Incidently, there may 
be a question regarding insurance cov
erage of aftermarket seats (even though 
they may be less expensive than what 
the stock seats would cost, if avail
able), so check your policy. 

3. Battery cables. It is amazing how 
many 2002s are running around with 
corroded battery cables. This is partic
ularly a problem with the webbed 
ground cable. Not only are poor cables 
and cruddy connections hard on the 
charging system, they can be dangerous. 

My most egregious story this year in 
the Department of Battery Cables 
involves the automotive experts at 
Sears, Roebuck. Putting in a new bat
tery, they noticed a corroded ground 
cable. They tidied it up by installing a 
new cable for the owner. U nfortu
nately, the new cable only went from 
the battery to the engine block, and not 
to the chassis. The chassis did find a 
ground path back to the battery, of 
course - through the choke cable, 
which melted down and could well 
have burned the car to the ground had 
the owner driven a bit further. 

So replace any marginal cables, 

making certain that the ground cable 
runs both to the engine and to the 
chassis . No splices on cables are 
allowed, so if either of your cables are 
spliced , replace it. 

4. Handbrake lever. On BMWs from 
2002 through 5-series, the handbrake 
lever gets increasingly sloppy with use. 
This could probably be controlled by 
lubricating the pivot regularly, but 
nobody does it and BMW fails to spec
ify it as scheduled maintenance. Even
tually, it will get to where you can't 
stand it anymore. 

The handbrake lever sits on a solid 
steel pin, which is shoved through a 
U-shaped flange. It is the flange steel 
which wears . One solution would be to 
take out the lever, drill the flange and 
have bushings made to take up the 
slack. A bronze bushing would proba
bly have a much longer life than the 
steel flange. 

Another approach is to have the 
flange replaced when the car is other
wise in the shop. Flanges are available 
for about twelve dollars (2002 p.n 41 
12 1 847 796); simply have the old one 
cut out and the new one welded in. Be 
sure to adjust the handbrake cables 
after this operation. 

Department of Continuity 
Occasionally (very occasionally) I 

get connived into visiting the cinema. 
Even less occasionally wild Mustangs 
drag me off to Hollywood films, which 
are to movies as Vegas are to cars. 
Most recently, I was inflicted with the 
movie "Parenthood''. 

One of the things I watch for at bad 
movies, for lack of anything better to 
do, is continuity. (I also watch for cas
cading drink and falling popcorn, but 
this is more defensive in nature. The 
difference between cinema and cafete
ria is a subtle and oft-crossed one.) 
"Continuity" covers such things as an 
actor wearing the same clothes and 
jewelry at the beginning and end of a 
scene (which may be shot weeks apart). 
It also covers making things realistic, 
like the leading starlet not brushing her 
teeth with a number three wood. Direc
tors actually hire consultants to help 
with these matters, which probably 
explains why more leading ladies do 
not pick their teeth with golf tees. 

Without commenting on the paucity 
of plot or the enduring question of why 
any sentient being would want to watch 
Steve Martin for more than twelve 
nanoseconds, it is evident that whoever 
was in charge of continuity in "Parent-

si 



hood" knows nothing about cars. 
Grandpa has a prize antique (a Stutz 
Bearcat, I believe) which he restored 
himself. In the scene in which he estab
lishes how much the car means to him, 
he is seen loveingly caressing it with a 
red shop rag. 

Polish a car with a shop rag? Why 
not weed your garden with a machete? 
Or wash china in ink? It would have 
been more realistic to show gramps 
changing the air in the tires. At least 
the scene was short, so we only have to 
watch a minimal amount of damage 
being inflicted on that once-glossy coat 
of paint. 

Meguiar's Correction 
The excellent two-part article by 

Tom Nast on the Meguiar's system of 
car care was recommended as a "clip 
and save" for the concours aficionado. 
Unfortunately, your Zilndf olge editors 
made some errors in paste up of the 
second installment published in Feb
ruary. So that you don't get confused 
in the middle of cleaning and waxing 
your bimmer, we are reprinting a cor
rected version of a portion of the arti
cle. Just slip these two columns into 
columns three and four on pages 4 and 
5 of the February 1990 issue. Sorry for 
the inconvenience. 

THE C.l.A.1s 
LOOKING FOR YOU!! 

Custom Installed Accessories 

• lights • gauges 

• cruise controls 

• aerodynamic aids 

• computers DR 

ANYTHING ELBE! ... installed 
above and beyond factory 
specifications. 

Dave * C20SJ 823-4 758 

The key is to start with the least 
aggressive treatment, and only if that 
proves insufficient do you move on to 
a more aggressive product. If in doubt, 
use the least aggressive. And it some
times takes more than one pass to get 
the job done. Again, you are better off 
with two passes of No. 2 than one pass 
of No. l, but I would draw the line 
there. You will quickly develop a sense 
of just what the two different cleaners 
do. If in doubt, experiment on test 
patches, as experimenting on whole 

panels is very time consuming, not too 
mention risky. 

Clean the car - plastic paints. First, 
read everything above concerning 
enamels. Now plug this in: Plastic 
paints are harder than conventional 
paints. That means that you treat them 
less aggressively. Why? The harder the 
paint, the milder you· treat it, as harsh 
treatment will induce scratching you 
can't easily polish out (induced scratch
ing is relatively easy to polish out of 
softer paint). Thus, you will want to 
avoid No. I (use only No. 2) cleaner 
and you will run your polisher at its 
lower speeds (generally below 2000 
rpm) . If cleaning by hand, also use No. 
2. 

Polish the paint - conventional 
paints. The Meguiar's family of pol
ishes includes Nos. 3, 5, 7, and 9, oddly 
enough. Unlike the cleaners, a polish is 
not an abrasive. It is a blend of liquids 

which allows the buffing pad itself to 
act as the abrasive (this is why you 
bought those expensive yellow foam 
pads), by acting as a lubricant. For 
enamel paints, we use No . 3, which is 
designed for use with machines. By the 
way, I have had a problem with block
ages in the dispenser nozzles of No. 3, 
so be aware that this is sometimes a 
problem. For hand application, use 
No. 7. 

The polish is really the finishing 
touch, the final sanding. It will remove 
very light oxidation and very fine 
swirls. 

For machine application, the polish 
may be squirted directly onto the pan
els, doing one panel at a time. The 
polish may be buffed until the material 
breaks down, but before it dries into a 
powder. If one application and buffing 
is insufficient, try another. 

Polish the paint - plastic paints.No. 
9 is recommended for plastic paints for 
use by machine. It contains a different 
blend of polishing agents than the 
other polishes, and is designed for the 
tighter molecular structure which plas
tic paints present. It is also the easiest 
of the polishes to use, if you need 
further incentive. For hand applica
tion, also use No. 9. 

Seal the Paint.By sealing the paint, 
we mean nourishing it and hiding hair
line scratches . At the same time you 
polish it you are restoring the oils to 
the paint which washing, age, sun, rain 
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Is There A Register 
For Your BMW? 

'by Mary Lee Helton 

On March 22, 1990 our club compu
ter listed 675 BMW's belonging to 
members. We have: 

Total 
Group 
1600-2002 

Number Included 
173 All 1600, 1800, 2000, 

2002 models 
2500-3.0S 38 All Senior Sixes and 

Bavarias 
3 Series 264 All 318, 320, 325, Euro 3's 
Vintage 2 328, 503-2600L 
5 Series 125 All 5's in the 

Three Sub-Series 
6 Series 35 630 to 635csi 
M's 11 Ml , M3, M5, M635, M6 
7 Series 26 732 to 750 

As you can see, there are many Vin
tage, older, and exotic BMWs in the 
club. For the owner interested in tech 
tips, parts info, and advice on restora
tion that might be unavailable other
wise, joining a register can be very use
ful to obtain that extra information 
pertaining to YOUR BMW. Most of 
these print newsletters, have tech spe
cialists on call , and some are establish
ing a data-base that can be accessed by 
members. 

Interested? Following is a list of reg
isters now operating. Call me at 643-
4729 if you need more information. (I 
also have membership forms for the 
2002 Register, which is one of the 
newest.) 
Senior Six Register 
700 Owners Society 
1600 GT Register 
1600 / 2002 Cabriolet 
323i Register 
ti Register 
tii Register 
2000 Coupe Register 
2002 Turbo 
BMW Vintage Club 

of America 

CS Register 
524td Register 
Little Cars (Models) 

Quarterly 
M635 (M5) Register 
M3 Register 
02 Registry 
02 Touring 
745i Register 

I 1 A E LLi MICHELIN 

.rlmDCESTOflE r.oonj{YEAR 

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC 
• FRONT END ALIGNMENT 
• DISC & DRUM BRAKE SERVICE 
• FRONT END REBUILDING 
• MacPHERSON STRUT SHOCKS 
• HIGH SPEED BALANCING 

FREE ESTIMATES 

11908 124TH AVE. N.E. 
KIRKLAND. WA. 

NEXT TO TOTEM LAKE FORD/TOYOTA 

BMW 
THE SOURCE 
*Your Service Source 

(Factory Trained) 

*Yours Parts Source 
(15% off all parts) 

644-7770 

German Car Specialists~ 
SERVING THE EASTSIDE SINCE 1979 

Factoria Square 1-90 at 405 

7~ 



BimmerBio 

The Martin's BMW 328 
The wonderful 1938 Frazer-Nash 

BMW 328 owned by John and Nancy 
Martin is becoming a bit of a club 
legend. It was featured in an article by 
Conrad Wouters which detailed the 
restoration and we have had it on our 
cover twice . The car was restored in 
1988. It is stunning. It is painted a 
bright red and has a tan convertible 
top . Painstaking research was done to 
ensure the authenticity of the restora
tion. 

I find this car extremely appealing 
for a number of reasons. First, of 
course , it 's a very special BMW. 
Second, the history of the car is fasci-

by David Lightfoot 

nating. Third, the 328 had a very suc
cessful race history. Fourth, is the 
advanced technological features. But 
finally , and maybe most important to 
me, is the car's beauty. That's some
thing that's in the eye of the beholder, 
but to my mind, the BMW 328 is one of 
the best looking cars of all time. The 
car is very tough and durable, but 
appears fragile. It is a small car with 
seating only for two. The fender lines 
swoop gracefully rearward . No 
bumpers clutter the functional styling. 
It is like sculpture. 

This lovely car can be seen at our 
April general meeting at John Kane's 
shop, the facility that carried out the 

restoration. Slides will show the resto
ration process. Plus John and Nancy 
Martin will be in attendance to answer 
questions. The details on time and 
location are in a separate article in this 
issue of Zundfolge. While at the meet
ing, take time to notice the car's beauti
ful details. Look at the leather hood 
straps, check out the tiny rear brake 
light. Your BMW has a tool kit in the 
trunk, this one's under the hood. Makes 
sense, doesn't it? 

But this is the story of the history of 
this car and of the family that has 
owned it, almost since new. The owners, 
John and Nancy Martin, also own a 
733i and a Jaguar XJ6 . This is a family 

Nancy Martin seated in her 1910 Buick Bug Racer. This is the car, now in the Buick Museum and one of a kind, she traded 
for her 328. This photo was taken in 1946. 



The fabulous Bugatti Royale. This car was donated to the Ford Museum in Dearborn in 1958. 

with gasoline in its veins! 
The story really begins with Nancy's 

father, Charles A. Chayne. Mr. Chayne 
was educated as a mechanical engineer 
at MIT and Harvard. At first he worked 
in aeronautics but soon moved on to 
Marmon Automobile Company as an 
engine designer. In 1930 he became 
head of Buick's engine division. He 
rose through the ranks to Vice Presi
dent of engineering for all of General 
Motors. This was during the reign of 
Harley Earl, Vice President of Design 
at GM and king of tail fins. Mr. Earl 
and Mr. Chayne sometimes clashed. 

Charles Chayne's staff did pioneer
ing work on V6 engines, aluminum 
engines, automatic transmissions, trans
verse-front drive systems and emission 
control systems. He held 19 patents in 
his own name and five with co-invent
ors. 

His chief hobby was collecting and 
restoring antique cars. His collection 
was extensive. It included three Buicks 
now in the Sloan (Buick) Museum: a 
1908 Model 10, a 1910 Model 16 and a 
1910 Buick Bug Racer. He also had 
two Hispano-Suizas, which are mag
nificent cars; some of the greatest ever. 
He owned a 1912 Simplex which was 
custom built for a woman 6 feet tall. It 
had no windshield but did have a large 
folding top in the back. Nancy Martin 
remember~ the sound of the chain 
drive and the beautiful mahogany tool 
boxes mounted on the running boards. 

Mr. Chayne also owned a couple of 

Bugattis. One had a continuously vari
able transmission, much like the ones 
just now being brought to production. 
It also had an engine Mr. Chayne deve
loped: an aluminum V6. Buick used 
this engine sparingly and then sold the 
design to Rover. It is still being used in 
Rovers, including the expensive Range 
Rover. 

The other Bugatti was a Type 41 
Royale . There were six of these built 
and all still exist. Royales have recently 
traded for around $15 ,000,000. They 
are the most valuable cars in the world . 
This particular example was built by 
Bugatti in Molsheim and the body was 
by Weinberger in Munich. Weinberger 
was the best known for sports bodies 
on BMW chassis. The original cost 
was $43 ,000. 

The owner brought the car to Long 
Island where it suffered a cracked 
block in the winter of 1937-1938. The 
car sat in a backyard, deteriorating, for 
a number of years. Mr. Chayne heard 
the car was in a New York City junk
yard in June 1943. He bought it and 
stored it until he could begin restora
tion in 1946. By 1947 the car was fully 
restored and was used by the family for 
outings with the Veteran Motor Car 
Club of America. 

In the meantime, Mr. Chayne had 
acquired the BMW 328. This car was 
built in Munich in 1937. 

At that time, Frazer-Nash sold 
BMWs in Britain, usually with British 
coachwork. Our subject car is a 

Frazer-Nash BMW, but has never been 
to England! It is speculated that an 
English family ordered it and had it 
shipped directly from Munich to the 
eastern U.S. The car was bought by 
Nancy's father in the early 1940s. The 
car was torn apart for evaluation by 
General Motors . It was heavily modi
fied when put back together. 

• EXTENSIVE INVENTORY 
• DISCOUNT PRICES 
• QUALITY BMW PARTS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
• FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 
• EASY-TO-READ 100 pp $3°0 

• NOW TOLL-FREE ORDERING 

800-535-2002 
Announcing all new BMW 

Parts and Accessories Showroom 

44 Exeter Street, Newmarket, NH 03857 
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Nancy Martin was attending college 
in Boston during World War II. Her 
car was a 1910 Buick Bug Racer. This 
was a very rare car; only two were 
built. The other one was raced by 
Louis Chevrolet (yes, that Chevrolet) 
and later destroyed . Nancy has a photo 
of the two Buick Racers autographed 
by the two drivers . Although the Buick 
was rare and fun to exhibit, it was a 
beast to drive. In 1948, Nancy traded 
the Buick to her father for the BMW 
328 she has owned ever since. 

Nancy met John Martin while in 
Boston and they were married in 1947. 
John was also an engineer, although 
his degrees are in math and chemistry. 
And, his father was also involved in the 
fledgling auto industry. John's father 
worked at Marmon from 1910 until 
1914, half a generation before John 
Chayne would spend some time there. 
John's father helped design the Mar
mon Wasp, the first car with a rear view 
mirror and the winner of the first Indy 
500inl911. 

John Martin spent much of his early 
career with GM, but in the Frigidaire 
Division, where he eventually became 
Chief Engineer. The Martins moved to 
the Seattle area and John bought into 
a high tech company in Redmond and 
became CEO. After that he went to 
work for Boeing. He created a new 
subsidiary, Boeing Electronics, where 
he became chairman and CEO. 

His retirement from Boeing was 
short-lived as he immediately went to 
work for Flow Mole in Kent as chair
man of the board. It is a full time posi
tion, not a figurehead. 

The Frazer-Nash BMW 328 started 
out with white paint, the German rac
ing color until Hitler changed it to 
silver. In the mid-60s the car got a 
modest facelift and dark blue paint. 

The 328 was very advanced for its 
time. It has a straight six-cylinder 

The BMW in its original white at the General Motors R&D Department. 

engine with three Solex carburetors 
and hemi-heads. The body is all alum
inum and it has a tubular frame. The 
front suspension is independent. The 
two liter engine pushes the car to over 
100 mph. BMW built 402 328s with an 
additional 59 chassis built. About 150 
still exist. 

As the Martin's 328 neared its 50th 
anniversary, they decided to do a full 
restoration to original factory specifi
cations. A great deal of research was 
done by Bob Garrity, who served as 
restoration manager. Parts were 
tracked down all over the world. Those 
unavailable anywhere were fabricated. 

In its 50th year, the car was given an 
invitation to the prestigious Pebble 
Beach concours d'elegance. The car 

was completed just barely in time for 
the show, where it placed second behind 
the Best of Show, an Alfa Romeo and 
a three million dollar car. The car was 
presented to the local chapter of the 
Classic Car Club in March 1989. 

The 328 now leads a pampered life. 
While the Martins are putting up with 
the trials of a two year home remodel
ing, the 328 rests comfortably in its 
own den; snug and warm and sur
rounded by the momentos the Martins 
have collected from a lifetime around 
cars. But the den has a large double 
door which S\,\lings into the garage. 
And on occasional sunny Sundays, 
this BMW heads for the road, as it has 
for 52 years. 

John and Nancy Martin with their Frazer-Nash BMW in the car's den. 



An Exhausting Experience 

In the world of internal combustion 
engines, heat is one of the major results 
we have to deal with. In many ways the 
more heat we produce the more power 
we have. Of course we have to dissipate 
some of the heat via our cooling sys
tems or else we break down. However 
on the exhaust side of things heat can 
be harnessed for our good . 

As exhaust exits the motor it begins 
to cool off and the gas velocity goes 
down as it does . If the heat and velocity 
can be maintained longer more effi
cient scavenging can take place. There 
is a product available called Themo
Tec exhaust insulating wrap that is a 
non-abestos based wrapping material 
that can be wrapped around header 
tubes and exhaust pipes. It's benefits 
are that by maintaining heat inside the 
pipes, exhaust velocity is maintained 
and more efficient scavenging takes 
place. Another very nice benefit is 
because the exhaust heat doesn't radiate 
out of the pipes, temperatures under 
the hood and near exhaust pipes is 
greatly reduced. 

I've recently tried this stuff on my 
Stahl header. I used the one inch wide 
tape (also available in two inch) to 
wrap the individual header tubes as far 
down as I could. My particular header 
is the 2002 1 & Vz inch diameter model 
which is pretty tight in several spots 
causing me to wrap two tubes at one 
time in several spots. I would guess the 
1 & % inch size header would be just 
enough smaller to allow space to slide 
the wrap down and around the tubes 
better. In any case I covered the tubes 
as best as I could down to the collector. 
The wrap is secured at the header 
flange with hose clamps and with stain
less steel safety wire near the collector. 
I chose the one inch size thinking it 
would better conform to the bends in 
the tubes. I chose to overlap the wrap 
at about Vz its width to best insulate the 
tubes . It took 100 feet of one inch to do 
my header. 

After carefully installing the header 
back into my well-improved 2002ti 
making sure to not rip or tear th~ 
wrapping as it goes into the car, the 
motor was fired up for the first time. 
The wrap smokes a little initially but 
doesn't afterwards. It seems to quiet 
the header noise down some and defi
nitely cools off the area near the header. 
As to whether it makes more power I 
can't really say but my vacuum gauge 
shows more vacuum and the lower 
rpm response is better indicating to me 
better flow and velocity. 

This stuff would work real well on a 
turbo setup to both contain the heat 
problems and maintain velocity that 
the turbo could then use. 

Themo-Tec exhaust insulating wrap 
is made by Themo-Tec, P.O. Box 946, 
Berea, Ohio 44017 . They have a toll 
free phone number: 1-800-274-8437. It 
is available from J.C. Whitney as part 
#71PA1303A for the I inch (50ft) or 
71PA1304R (50ft) for the 2 inch wide. 
I got mine from JC Whitney on sale for 
$17.46 for 50 ft . Other sources may 

have higher prices. 
- Greg Mierz 

Advanced Service Warning 
BMWNA has announced a safety 

recall(# 90v-016) of the 5-series (E34) 
for possible troubles with the front seat 
belt buckles. There is a chance that the 
fold-down armrest may contact the 
buckle if the seat back is moved for
ward to an upright position, and the 
armrest is locked in the down (horiz
ontal) position. If this occurs the plas
tic trim cover surrounding the release 
button could be damaged . As a result, 
the button may be held in the "release" 
position, thereby preventing the safety 
belt tongue from latching during the 
"buckle-up" operation. 

The fix is new buckles with shorter 
stems to eliminate the chance of inter
ference. 

Models covered are 525i 525iA 
535i, 535iA. Contact your loc~l BMW 
dealer for assistance. This information 
is from Bulletin Number 72 02 90 
(3017). 
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CLUB DISCOUNTS 
The following businesses extend price discounts to BMW ACA Puget Sound Region members. Members are urged to make 

their purchases through these businesses that have generously offered these savings to us. 
To get these discounts, the following rules MUST be followed. Members MUST SHOW THEIR MEMBERSHIP CARDS 

BEFORE THE PURCHASE TRANSACTION. Discounts WILL NOT be made after the sales form is filled out. There are 
NO EXCEPTIONS to this rule. Double paperwork costs the company money,just when the company is saving us money. So 
take your card and show it when you ask for the parts or service to protect this program for all of us. 

BMW Seattle 

BMW Northwest, Inc. 

Hahn BMW (Yakima) 

Bap-Geon of Seattle 

Bap-Geon of Tacoma 

TNT 

JAM Engineering 

Puget Sound Tire 

Car-Fi Auto Stereo 

Bimmers Only 

German Car Specialists 

Collision Craft, Ltd. 

RNR Automotive 
Refinishing 

AAA Fire and Safety 

Greenlake I-Hour Photo 

Jessica N. Greenway 
Financial Planner 

Shaw & Associates, CPA 

10% on parts and service (714 E. Pike St., Seattle, 328-8787 sales, 328-2300 - service, 328-
7788 - parts) 

10% on parts (75 and Bridgeport Way, Tacoma, 473-3212) 

15% on parts and service (1201S.1st St. Yakima, 1-509-453-917 1) 

20% on parts and accessories (1325 E. Madison St., Seattle, 322-4366) 

Variable discounts depending on type of part or accessories (5002 S. Washington St. , Tacoma, 
475-9421) 

25% (or more on larger orders) on parts and accessories (6717 Roosevelt Way N.E., Seattle, 
524-5151) 

10% discount on Weber carburetor replacement kits (PO Box 2570, Monterey, CA 
1-800-431-3533) 

Featuring Yokohama A008 & AOOlR, discount varies on different items (11011 Pacific hwy. 
South, Seattle, 763-1273) 

10% on labor - discounts vary on type of equipment to be purchased, stereos, alarms, phones 
or detectors (16724 Aurora Ave. N. , Seattle, 542-2139 or 13650 1st Ave. S., Seattle, 244-1662) 

10-40% on O.E.M parts, independent service. Free set-back of service interval lights for DI 
wires (3 miles N.W. of Mill Creek at 14102 3rd Place W., Everett 743-2002) 

15% on parts (12408 S.E. 38th, Bellevue, 644-7770) 

15% discount on deductible (9125 Willows Road, Redmond 883-8556) 

10% discount off insurance deductible, discounts available on other services (1508 - 128th 
Place N.E., Bellevue 453-2898) 

Wholesale prices on Halon fire extinguishers (3103 - 3rd Ave. N., Seattle, 284-1721) 

10% discount to club members (6806 East Greenlake Way North, Seattle, 526-5545) 

Complimentary consultation to club members (605 First Ave., Mutual Life Bldg. , Suite 505, 
Seattle, 292-8483) 

10% discount to club members (1333 N. Northlake Way, Suite G, Seattle, 548-0102) 

Walt's Radiator & Muffler 20% discount on all parts & labor, members must pick up a group discount card from a 
board member (18 locations, call 682-3784) 

Minit-Lube 10% discount, 16 locations, oil analysis available (regional office, 527-5200) 

Squeeky Clean Car Wash 10% on all services. All cloth system, no top brush, no finish damage (4111NE4th St., Ren
ton Highlands, 255-4111) 

Bavarian Motor Sports 10% discount on Alpina as well as routine maintenance parts and accessories, free technical 
advice (1812 Reliance Parkway, Suite A, Bedford, Texas, 1-800-ALPINA-1) 



By the time you read this, Alan 
BMW will be history. As reported 
last month, David Griffith, owner of 
Alan purchased BMW Seattle on 
February 28th. By April 6th the 
Edmonds BMW store was shut 
down. The Alan Saab franchise will 
be sold . The Edmonds location will 
continue as a used car operation, 
something lacking at the downtown 
Seattle location. 

BMW North America is doing the 
unheard of - it is willing to cancel 
leases. 

Customers in the last year of any 
BMW Credit Corporation lease on a 
3-Series Bimmer can opt out of the 
program - provided they sign up for 
a new lease or finance a new 3-Series 
through BMW CC. 

Why the new policy? 
"Mainly because of the changes 

that have been made in the 3-Series 
over a period of time," said Tom 
McGurn, general manager of 
corporate communications for BMW 
of North America, Inc. 

"If someone got into a car four 
years ago, say an '86 car, what we 
want them to do is to drive the new 
cars. There's more variety in the line, 
with the convertibles and four-wheel 
drive. It's a way to try and get 
somebody into the dealership to test
drive a new car." 

BMW Credit Corporation holds 
the papers on 7S percent of leased 3-
Series Bimmers on the road. 

Over the last three years, between 
20 and 2S percent of BMW's sales 
volume was leased, according to 
McGurn. (Autoweek) 

North American deliveries of the 
BMW 8SOi should begin this fall. 
Only 1000 of the V-12-powered 
supercoupes will be offered in 
America in the first calendar year; 
almost all are already sold. BMW 
now claims that, fitted with the six-

speed manual transmission, the 850i 
is as fast as a 310-hp MS sedan, 
achieving 60 mph in an identical 6.1 
seconds. The 8SOi's official base 
price, at $73,600, is lower than 
expected, although the car remains 
BMW's most expensive model. "We 
think we're up against the Mercedes 
300SL [$73,SOO] and the Porsche 928 
[$74,S4S]," says a BMW employee. 
Indeed, to combat the Mercedes SL 
soft-top, BMW will introduce a 
convertible 8SOi in late 1991. 
Meanwhile, the official U.S. base 
price of BMW's hot MS has been set 
at $S6,600. (Car & Driver) 

Championship Auto Racing Teams 
(CART), or Indy cars, will have two 
Northwest races this year. The first 
will be at Portland International 
Raceway on June 23rd and 24th. A 
new race is scheduled for Vancouver, 
B.C. on September 1st and 2nd. The 
Vancouver race utilizes a street circuit 
in the area around the B. C. Place 
domed stadium. 

At the Geneva Motor Show, 
specialty maker Sbarro of 
Switzerland, introduced the Chrono. 
Not a production car, the Chrono 
uses a BMW 3.S liter engine mounted 
transversely between the rear wheels. 
The Chrono is less than 10 feet long 
and weighs only 1430 pounds. The 
car is geared for a 12S mph top speed 
but it will get there quickly - zero to 
60 in 3.S seconds is claimed. 
(Autoweek) 

BMW AG this spring will 
introduce a line of 24-valve S-Series 
engines in Germany. A multi-valved 
S2Si will be available in the U.S. this 
fall. 

Two engines will be released: a 2.0-
liter which develops lSO hp at S900 
rpm, and a 2.S-liter developing 192 
hp at S900 rpm. Both figures show 
roughly a lS-percent improvement 
over former 12-valve engines. 

The engine blocks remain 
cast-iron. 

The four-valve technology is 
expected to be included on nearly 80 
percent of all of the new S-Series cars 
BMW builds. 

The new cylinder heads use the 
same valve system as the head 
adorning the 318is' four-cylinder. The 
six-cylinder engines powering other 
3-Series cars are next in line to 
receive the four-valve technology. 
BMW sources say those cars will be 
shown at the Amsterdam Motor 
Show in January. 

Steyr of Austria is the company 
handling production of the new 
engines. 

BMW has no plans to offer the 
heads on the S3Si because that car is 
expected to receive a new V8. 

Reports in Europe also say that a 
V8 engine may also be installed in a 
coupe, to be called the 830i. 

No four-valve heads are scheduled 
for any of BMW's Vl2s. 
(Autoweek) 
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BMWACA Past William Linder Track Paul Touby 
Puget Sound Region President 14618 21st Ave. S.W. Events 9613 S. 240th St. 

Seattle, WA 98188 Kent, WA 98031 
Board of Directors hm 246-5292 hm 854-1986 
1990 

Secretary Joan Rodgers Technical Greg Mierz 
President Tom Williams 22526 24lst Ave. S.E. 6010 Calif. Ave. S.W. 

P.O. Box 99428 Maple Valley, WA 98038 Seattle, WA 98199 
Seattle, WA 98199 hm 432-2336 hm 935-2844 
hm 283-1056 

Vice 
Membership Mary Lee and Ziindjolge 

Al Lancaster Michael Helton Editors Lucetta and David 
President 4505 Hampton Ct. 4700 Somerset Ave. S.E. Lightfoot 

Kent, WA 98032 Bellevue, WA 98006 2641 - 39th Ave. West 
hm 854-4100 hm 643-4729 Seattle, WA 98199 

Treasurer Bill Muse hm 282-2641 
Roster Tom Cox 

12437 N.E. 146th Pl. Manager 11682 Holmes Pt. Dr. 
Kirkland, WA 98034 Kirkland, WA 98034 
hm 488-6873 hm 823-5048 

Please limit phone calls to these volunteers between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. 

~Y'YOKOHAMA 

• 

AUTOMOTIVE 
SERVICE 

EXCELLENCE 

Brldgastolt! 

RE71 
195t1iOHR15 95.85 
205t1iOHR15 100.51 
215t1iOHR15 108.04 
215/\l()VR15 135.96 
195JW,'R15 125.55 
205/SOVR15 149.07 
225JW,'R15 164.75 
245JW,'R15 190.19 
205/SSVRl 6 176.22 
225JW,'R16 185.10 
245/45VR16 197.78 
245JW,'R16 199.44 
255JW,'R16 207.56 

YokohM111 

All08R 
96.73 

104.87 
112.59 

127.35 
150.04 
168.82 

183.55 
187.56 
200.45 
186.68 
196.02 

More Than Your 
Basic Tire Store
We Specialize 
in Service 
HUNTER 
comPLITEA~2E[] 

WHEEL 
AUGNING 
GUARANITTD TttE MOST KNOWIIOGEAIU HK:H PERFORMANCE STAFf 
FOR TllES & WHEELS IN THE SEAITLE AllA-NW AUTHORIZED 
DISJRl!UTXJN & INSTALLAT~ OF MLTMEISTER PRODUCTS 

PUGET SOUND TIRE • 11011 PACIFIC HIGHWAY SOUTH • SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98116 
(206} 763·1273 or 763-2819 • CALL JOE STUBBLEFIELD PERSONALLY 



Classified 
Marketplace 

For Sale: 1986 635CSiA Alpine Whi
te / Black Leather, 4HP22-EH Trans
mission, spent majority of life under 
car cover, no foul weather driving and 
hand washed when necessary, chrome 
factory wheels, 10 point machine! 
75,000 mile extended factory warranty. 
Call Jeffrey, 644-7770 

For Sale: The infamous 320i Rotary 
Bimmer. Car featured in June 1988 
Zundfolge. Rock solid pro conversion 
to 200 hp rotary engine. Includes: 
limited slip, Recaros, new clutch, new 
trans ., PanaSport wheels w / Fulda 
1/2000s, Bilstein shocks, Tokico sways, 
awesome tunes, built-in escort, alarm, 
fogs, front spoiler, sunroof. All records 
and receipts. Great car / great price. 
$6000 Michael C. Pitton 362-2720 
(eves.) 

Wanted: 13x6 ATS or BBS (120 mm 
offset). The CHICAGO FLYER needs 
them for the 1990 racing season. Mike 
or MaryLee, 643-4729. 

Wanted: 3.2-liter 6-cyl crankshaft 
(3210 cc) for $ or trade for balanced 
and polished 3-liter crankshaft with 
new front sprocket. Gary Hesse, day 
878-6649, eve 872-0750. 

Classified Advertising Policy: Clas
sified ads are free to members in 
good standing (paid up dues). There 
is a $5 fee to non-members. Photo 
classifieds are $15 to members, $20 
to non-members. Ads will be run 
for two consecutive months, space 
permitting. Zundf olge staff reserves 
the right to edit all classified ads . 
Ads must be typed or neatly printed 
and sent to BMW ACA; P.O. Box 
1259; Bellevue, WA 98009; Attn: 
Classified ads. Make checks paya
ble to BMW ACA. 

For Sale: 1987 635CSi Beautiful Dia
mond Black/ Red Leather, 5-spd , op
tional Limited-Slip differential, Blau
plunkt, cellular phone, hand washed 
since birth, absolutely perfect show
room condition, complete service his
tory. Call Jeff, 644-7770. 

For Sale: 1982 320i Henna-Red, 5-spd, 
AC, Alloys, sunroof, Blaupunkt cas
sette with locking cover, dual mirrors, 
alarm, just serviced, Call Jeff, 644-7770 

For Sale: For 2002: Set of 4 alloy 
wheels (gold mesh) w.Michelin MXL 
tires (excellent), $400; set of 4 factory 
steel wheels (1974-76), need paint, $100; 
used Weber DGAV (2 BBL, water 
choke), $75; long neck differential (re
paired case), $175; calipers w/ pistons 
(disassembled), $808. Call Mike, (206) 
546-9468. 

For Sale: 320 / 323 1980-1983: BBS 
front air dam painted cashmere. Best 
offer over $100. Joshua at 323-8915. 

For Trade: '84 Recaro style BMW 
sport seats, pearl leather, excellent 
condition - will trade for regular stock 
leather seats of same or comparable 
year / quality . Please call Bill at 
644-2351. 

For Sale: 24mm anti sway bar for 320i 
with Quickor urethane bushings, $45. 
783-8056. 
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Dimmers Only 
Since 1967 

Dan Patzer, Consultant 
14102 - 3rd Place West 

Everett, Washington 98204 
(206) 7 43-2002 

Assessment Parts (O.E.M.) 
Restoration Instruction 
Modification Taping (VHS) 

Prices 10-40% off list 

For Sale: For 2002/ 2002tii Alpina Bil
stein front struts $400 /pair. Alpina 4 
throttle tii injection system including 
rebuilt tii pump. (All other parts are 
brand NEW): very rare, very fast, very 
expensive. Joshua at 323-8915. 

For Sale: Four 320i factory wheels 
from an '81. $240 for all. Call Tom at 
283-9112 evenings. 

For Sale: Set of 13" Alloy Alum. rims, 
$275 or best offer. 935-4311. 

Big Fun 
On Little Wheels 
Over 1 ,200 Different 
Die-Cast Cars incl: 

• Burago • Gama 
• Brooklin • Match Box 
• Precision • Rex Toys 
• Solido • Vitesse 
• Polistil •Rio 
• Herpa • Praline 
• Brumm • Verem 
• Eligor and many more 

Over 2,500 Motor Books. 
Also Video Tapes, T-Shirts, 

Lie. Plate Frames, etc. 

2020148th NE., 
Bellevue/Redmond 

(Next to Sears) 

562-1800 
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205th & Aurora 
P.O. Box 220 

Edmonds, WA 98020 
(206) 778-1131 

~~~~fires PLUS-... 
Discounters of 

HIGH 
PERFORMANCE 

TIRES & WHEELS 
PRICI: 
Low Discount Prices. 
ALICTIONi Over 4,000 
tires in stock - Pirelli, 
Goodyear, Yokohama, 
Bridgestone, Michelin, 

B.F. Goodrich, and Cooper. 
AIVIUi Friendly, informed sales people; 
FBI tire mounting using European Tire 
Machines for Touch less Mag Wheel Mounting. 
All wheels are hand torqued to manufacturer's 
specs. •• ~@' . .. ---..-- ,..-..~.... ~ . -~!----.. c_._#f.\ ·~n .. . Jiii!I' i...-.- ,.. 

c.t-\i6~ 12540 N.E.124th Street 
'-\\~J Kirkland (Totem Lake) 

~ c_\•1,\~$1 ,000 instant credit plan ! .,w1h :!!!! 

RNR Automotive Refinishing. Incorporated 
Where Quality is the Difference. 

N~ svsems 
Unibody/Frame Repair 
LASER ACCURACY 

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 

Richard Scott 

IMPORT SPECIALISTS 

COLOR MATCH GUARANTEE 

INSURANCE WORK 

Evans Industrial Park 

1508-128th Pl. N.E. 
Bellevue, WA 98005 

453-2898 
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The incredible brain; the incredible motorist 

The brain. What an organ. Only three 
pounds or so as an adult, but containing 
millions of cells that create and transmit 
chemicals and electrical impulses con
trolling virtually everything we do. Every 
movement and thought. Every emotion. 
Our senses of hunger, thirst, smell, sight. 

Think about that . It was that mere 
three pounds of gray and white matter in 
his skull that led Edison to create the 
phonograph and the light bulb, and to 
lay the groundwork for thousands of 
other devices we now take for granted. 

From Einstein's three pounds of brain 
came thoughts that brought about the 
atomic age and opened new concepts of 
the universe. 

The brains of Mozart and Beethoven 
brought forth sounds that today, centur
ies after they have died , still move 
audiences to joy and tears . 

The brain of Shakespeare probed 
man 's capacity for good and evil. The 
brain of Da Vinci conceived of man fly
ing four centuries before the brains of 
the Wright Brothers made it reality. 

All around us are soaring skyscrap
ers, incredible ground and air vehicles , 
shelf upon shelf of great literature, elec
tronic impulses sending sights and sounds 
around the world in an instant. 

Everything from the superconducting 
supercollider to the humble yet gratify·· 
ing McDonald's french fry - the pro
ducts of that three pounds of gray mat
ter in the skull of man. 

But how often do most of us think 
about the brain, except when we have a 
headache? Many scientists study it, and 
they've solved many of its mysteries. But 
they still know less than they've learned. 

The rest of us? Depending on our age 
or gender, we give far more thought to 
our biceps, breasts, buttocks, seal ps. 
facial skin, and reproductive organs. 

Ask yourself: When was the last time 
you thought about your brain? Or anyone 
else's brain, for that matter? Not lately, 
I'll wager. 

And I'm as guilty as anyone. But just 
the other night I found myself ponder
ing the amazing workings of this most 

by Mike Royko 
incredible of organs. 

It was when a blizzard hit Chicago. 
Almost a foot of snow, just in time for 
evening rush hour. And there I was, 
behind the wheel of my car, waiting for 
the light to turn from red to green, so I 
could continue my slow homeward 
Journey. 

As I waited, I saw a car creep into the 
intersection, then stop directly in my 
path. The person driving that car stopped 
because traffic ahead of her was jammed 
for blocks. She should have known what 
would happen. But she moved into the 
intersection anyway, then just sat there. 

The light changed. Now it was my 
turn to go forward. But I couldn't . The 
man next to me couldn't. The dozens of 
people behind us couldn't. We just sat 
because the woman and her car blocked 
our way. That's when I began thinking 
about the incredible human brain. Ein
stein's equation: Energy equals mass 
times the velocity of light squared. Edi
son searching the world for a filament 
that would light our homes and streets. 
Beethoven's 9th symphony. Popeil's 
Pocket Fisherman. 

But there sat this creature, blessed 
with a three-pound brain mass and 
those millions of cells . Yet she was 
incapable of a simple thought: "If I put 
my foot on the gas and creep a few more 
yards, I'll stop, and when the light 
changes, those people on my left won't 
get past me." 

Or a simple question:'Tm not going 
anywhere anyway, so why should I 
block their way and make a bad situa
tion worse?" 

The light changed again. And again. 
But she couldn't move. That was her bad 
luck, but why should she make her bad 
luck my bad luck? And the bad luck of 
dozens behind me? 

Then she glanced to her left and saw 
me glaring at her. She looked away. I 
guess the sight of bared fangs was 
unpleasant. 

It occurred to me that her brain's 
pro bl em might be a lack of information. 
Input, as the computer people call it. 

I stepped out of my car and bellowed: 
"Lady, do you know what you are? You 
are a (deleted)." 

Because I have a loud voice, she heard 
every word. And her jaw dropped. A 
good sign. It meant that the brain cells 
that receive and interpret crude, vile, 
and obscene language were functioning. 
So were the brain cells that make jaws 
drop. 

Eventually, she moved on. And as her 
wheels spun, she turned and stuck out 
her tongue. How disappointing. It meant 
that my input had been rejected and, 
when the opportunity arose, she'd block 
another intersection. 

- The Seattle Times 
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OWN THE BEST HANDLING BMW IN THE WORLD WITH A 

DINAN SUSPENSION 
Car & Driver on the Dinan M-6: 

"The needle races past 60 mph. The on-ramp ahead curves tightly 
away, but your foot stays flat to the floor, the turbo-charged engine 
screaming with the hard-edged bass of a highly tuned six-cylinder in 
full cry. As the sign suggesting a ramp speed of 25 mph flashes past, 
you bend into the turn, and your passenger audibly pleads for divine 
protection. You feel the immense lateral loadings build as your speed 
rises, but the car clings to the road with no dramatics. As you merge 
onto the highway at more than 80 mph, you look over at the disbeliev
ing face in the right seat. Welcome to the world of the Dinan Turbo 
BMW M-6." 
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Source: Car & Driver 

BAVARIAN IMPORTS 
1505 Howell Mill Rd. 
Atlanta, GA 30318 
(404) 351-2002 

BMWACA 
Puget Sound Region 
P .0. Box t 259 
Bellevue, WA 98009 
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Dinan can deliver this kind of 
.91 performance because we have 

the most sophisticated BMW 
street suspensions in the world. 
Dinan has suspension and 
turbo systems for most BMW's. 
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DISTRIBUTORS 

81 Pioneer Way 
Mountain View, CA 94041 

(415) 962-9417 
FAX (415) 962-0133 

LENY'S GARAGE LTD. 
2431 St. Clair Ave. West 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

MIDWEST MOTORSPORT 
3054 N. Lake Terrace 
Glenview, IL 60025 

(708) 998-9150 

EUROPEAN PERFORMANCE SUPERFORMANCE 
1629 12th Street 

Santa Monica, CA 90404 
(213) 452-8072 M6N1K9 (416) 769-6243 

100 South Lincoln St. 
Wilmington, DE 19805 

(302) 575-0717 

Not legal for sale or use in California on pollution controlled vehicles. 
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