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The ULTIMATE LEASE on the 

THE ULTIMATE 
TANNING MACHINE. 

$3981month The ULTIMATE LEASE. 
The BMW 325i convertible, $398.00 per month plus tax , $4,480.94 delivers 72 months closed end lease. Cap costs $33,000, residual 
$14,415.86. Customer responsible for 1st month payment, refundable security deposit, and license/registration . 

An incredible deal on an incredible car. 
The only convertible with the heart and 
soul of an "i series" BMW. From the only 
BMW dealer offering the tradition, service, 
and detail of a Phil Smart Company: 

& ~'!!~~~!f! 
714 East Pike 328-8787 



Cover Photo: the BMW MS, the 
Ultimate Family Car. Our meeting this 
month at BMW Seattle will feature all 
of the M cars. 
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May General Meeting: 
What To Look For 
In An Autobody Shop 

Sooner or later, suddenly or over 
time, it happens to all of us . It comes in 
the form of the sickening crunch when 
your car gets bent, or when you find 
that your elbow grease only restores 
your car's paint to a dim reminder of 
its as-new condition. Either way, it is 
time for the moment many car owners 
dread: going to an auto body shop to 
take care of the problem. 

This need not be a concern. Todd 
Miller of Eastside Auto Rebuild will 
be hosting our May general meeting, 
and his topic will be "What to Look 
For in A Body Shop." He plans to 
show a video on the subject as well as 
demonstrate some of the techniques 
that shops use to tackle particular 
problems. 

The meeting will be held May 26th 
at 7:30 p.m. Todd's shop is located at 
13212 Bel-Red Road. There will be 
more details in next month's maga
zine, but make plans to attend. Sooner 
or later, we all will have to face this 
situation; a little knowledge about what 
to look for could save time and money 
in the long run. 

BMW Fest Northwest '88 
With the success of the first BMW 

Fest Northwest last year, the second 
annual Fest is being planned for July 8, 
9 and 10. Friday, July 8th, we will be 
holding an all day track session at SIR. 

.'That night we'll hold a welcome party 
for guests arriving for the weekend. On 
Saturday, the 9th, it will be out to Sand 
Point Naval Air Station for an auto
cross and gymkhana. Saturday night 
will bring a group dinner, like last year. 
Unlike last year, we're planning on 
some entertainment after dinner. Maybe 

Calendar 
April 22-24 Victoria Tour. The Club's fourth annual Victoria Tour promises to 

be one of the best yet. Our Canadian hosts have planned a fu n 
weekend for us. 

April 28 General Meeting. BMW Seattle will host our April General Meeting. 
Topic: The M Cars! See article within for more information. 

April 30 Valve Adjustment Tech Session. Strictly BMW will host this 
hands-on session beginning at 9:30. For those of you who have 
always wanted to do more of your own maintenance but haven't had 
the knowledge to do so, this is a great opportunity to learn. Participa
tion is limited , so reserve your space by calling Ron at Strictly BMW, 
747-6044. 

May 7 Day Tour To Northwest Trek. This will be an event fo r the entire 
family to enjoy. Northwest Trek, near Eatonville in Pierce County, 
displays Northwest wildlife in their natural habitat. T here will be 
ample time to picnic as wel l. See separate article for more details . 

May 14 Electrical Tuneup tech session. A chance to learn the basics of tuneup 
procedure. Strict ly BMW will be the site. Again, please reserve your 
spot with Ron Newell at 747-6044. 

May 15 Autocross Ground School at Monroe. This year's autocross season 
will commence with a school allowing those who have never partici
pated in an autocross to learn the basics. Those having experience are 
encouraged to be there as we ll. Paul Touby's article in this magazine 
has more. 

May 26 General Meeting. Eastside Auto Rebuild will present a program on 
how to choose a auto body repair shop. The presentation will include 
demonstrations and a slide show. Todd Mi ller, owner of Eastside, 
will be our host and will be happy to answer your questions. More to 
come in the May Zundfolge. 

July 8-10 Fest Northwest! 

a video or a speaker. Sunday begins 
with a fun gimmick rally . The final 
event of Fest Northwest, and the club's 
biggest event of the year, is the Con
cours d 'Elegance at Chateau Ste. 
Michelle. Plan now on attending all or 
just part of the events comprising this 
three day celebration . 

This year we will not be choosing a 

hotel to center the events around. We 
found that many BMW fans from out 
of town had friends in Seattle to stay 
with. We will be prepared with advice 
should someone need to book a room. 

Lots more info will appear in coming 
months, but mark your calendars now 
for three days of BMW fun . 

David Lightfoot 



Today's German cars have some of the 
world's most advanced electronics under the 
hood. Electronics created by Bosch. 

Bosch designed and produced your 
car's electronic ignition, fuel injection, anti· 
lock braking systems and other electronic 
components. So it makes good sense to bring 
your BMW service to a service center 
trained and equipped by Bosch. 

Luckily, it's not hard to decide on 
where to go. There's only one authorized 
Bosch service center in Seattle- Hermann's 
German Auto Service. 

And at Hermann's, we not only know 
Bosch, we also know Bayerische Motoren 
Werke. So call Hermann. When it comes 
to fine cars, we speak fluent German. 

HERMANNS GERMAN AUTO SERVICE 

5800 Roosevelt Way NE 
Seattle 522-7766 

Bosch 
Authorized 
Service 

Thorough, caring service • Downtown shuttle • 12 month unlimited mileage warranty 
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A Wildlife Park 

Just a little over an hour's drive from 
Seattle is the unique wildlife park, 
Northwest Trek. Located about 6 miles 
north of Eatonville in Pierce County, 
NW Trek features Northwest wildlife, 
all in a natural setting of some 600-plus 
acres. Our club will be visiting Trek on 
Saturday, May 7. Bring the kids and a 
picnic lunch for both a fun and infor
mative day. 

Those who have spent time tramp
ing about the unspoiled areas of our 
region know how enjoyable observing 
animals in the wild can be. Northwest 
Trek has done a fine job of creating 
that experience. In so doing they have 
made as natural an environment as 
possible for their charges. Some 400 
acres of the park are accessed via a 
45-minute tram ride during which there 
are plenty of photo opportunities. The 
patient observer is amply rewarded; 
the guides are informative and quick to 
point out animals that otherwise might 
go unnoticed. This makes the expe
rience enjoyable for children. 

On any given trip through the park 
one might see bison, caribou, elk, 
moose, bighorn sheep, beaver, badger, 
trumpeter swans, and many other birds 
and mammals . There are separate 
exhibits for bears and wolves as well as 
the newly-opened "Cat Country'', which 
features three Northwest feline preda-

A Day With The Animals At Northwest Trek 

tors: the lynx, bobcat, and cougar.And 
a final note about the animals and the 
weather: don't be discouraged by rain. 
Some animals that are difficult to see 
on a sunny day are often more active 
(and hence, more visible) when it is 
gray and damp . 

As Trek has grown more popular 
and expanded, so in turn has its repu
tation within the conservation com
munity. Trek is currently receiving a 
grant which is being used to start a 
captive breeding program for the wol
verine. More projects of this type are 
expected to come Trek's way in the 
future. 

In addition to the tram ride, there 
are picnic fac ilities and some five miles 
of trails , as well as a gift shop . Previous 
visits to Trek have found the staff there 
to be very helpful. Prices are $5.50 for 
adults and $3.50 for children. T here is 
plenty of free parking at the site. 

We plan to meet at Southcenter's 
theater parking lot at 9:30 A.M. The 
parking lot is in the northwest corner 
of the complex (north of Nordstrom's 
and the Bon). From there we will take 
405 to Highway 167, which we will 
follow south through Puyallup. There 
we will meet Highway 161 and follow it 

south to NW Trek. This promises to be 
a wonderful family outing, so bring a 
picnic lunch and spend the day. 

For those wishing to explore the 
area further, Pioneer Farms stands out 
as a destination just a little ways down 
the road. This is a reproduction of a 
19th century farming community . 
There are some back roads one can 
take, not only to explore the country
side, but also as alternative routes 
home. For further information, call 
Tom or Trish Williams at 283-1056. 
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April General Meeting: 

The M Cars! 

Our friends at BMW Seattle have 
been one of the most steadfast suppor
ters of the Club throughout its history. 
On April 28 at 7:30 p.m. they will host 
our General meeting, and a special one 
it promises to be. For many of us this 
will be the first in-depth look at the 
cars produced by BMW's Motorsport 
Division: the M3 , MS, and M6. 

The M3, based on the standard 3-
series platform, is a 2-door car which 
was campaigned very successfully in 
European racing last year. It is powered 
by 2.3 liter, 16-valve, 192-horsepower 
motor. Also included are uprated sus-

pension components and special body 
parts. 

The MS , based on the S-series, has a 
3.S liter, 24-valve, 2S6 horsepower 
engine.Uprated suspension components 
are also part of the package. The MS 
has been referred to by several publica
tions as the ultimate "sleeper" car; 
without the blacked-out chrome, 16" 
BBS wheels, and small badges front 
and rear, one would be hard-pressed to 
distinguish it from a S3Sis. 

The M6 is another relatively subtle 
car, if any 6-series could be labelled 
"subtle." Its rear spoiler, badging and 

BMW~SEABLE 
A Phil Smart Company 

714 East Pike. 328-8787 

BBS wheels are virtually the only clues 
distinguishing it from the 63Scsi . But 
under the hood is that wonderful 24-
valve, 2S6-horsepower monster that 
moves the MS . 

Any one of these cars would be a 
dream ride for most anyone. And this 
is where BMW Seattle once again will 
demonstrate its commitment to our 
club members. Not only are they going 
to give us the lowdown on the cars and 
spoil us with their unsurpassed hospi
tality, but some lucky person attending 
that night will get a thorough test drive 
in not just one, but all three M-cars! 

As further incentive, those attending 
will receive an extra 10% discount over 
the normal club discount on all parts 
(not accessories) purchased that night. 
As always, the folks at BMW Seattle 
will be happy to answer any questions 
you may have. 

Meeting time is 7:30 p.m. The meet
ings at BMW Seattle have always been 
informative and fun; this one promises 
to be one of the best yet. Mark your 
calendar for the 28th, and we'll see you 
there! 

- Tom Williams 
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Where Parking is Grand 
Parking meters are like the weather; 

everybody complains about it, but 
nobody does anything. There are ex
ceptions, of course. In Seattle nobody 
complains about the weather, and in 
New York people do something about 
the meters. 

I learned about this from my kid 
brother, Larry. He knows. He majored 
in parking meters in college. (Well, ok, 
he majored in architecture, but his 
senior reports and projects all involved 
parking meters , and he's got the collec
tion to prove it.) Larry has a loft in 
SoHo these days , on Grand Street, 
where he designs jewelry, gets involved 
in entirely too much litigation and 
generally watches the scene. 

One of the scenes he's watched is a 
large influx of Koreans and Chinese 
into his neighborhood, particularly the 
latter. These are mostly folks who will, 
with great interest, read in the news
paper how well mainland China man
ages Taiwan, just so long as they don't 
have to be there , thank you . Little Italy 
is, in fact, yielding to Chinatown, and 
very real redrawing of neighborhood 
lines is taking place. Grand Street is 
one of those lines. 

The Chinese have , since the begin
ning of time, been known as a hard
working merchant class, and the new 
immigrants are no exception. They can 
be see n daily expediting local com
merce in their diesel Isuzu and Volvo 
trucks. The Chinese also have a repu
tation for putting two and two together. 
Mix sulpher and saltpeter and you 
have gunpowder; mix parking meters 
and truck deliveries and you have 
parking tickets . 

The first thing the Chinese learned 
was that the New York parking en
forcement bureau was not available on 
a wholesale basis, though undoubtedly 
portions of it could be purchased retail. 
(My own view is that parking viola
tions bureaus should be stock-issuing 
branches of government , so that Carl 
Ichan can raid them and fix them the 
way he fixed Texaco , but I'm not sure 

talls 
by Thomas B. Nast 

that New York is ready to hear my 
view.) Nobody in New York ever pays 
retail, least of all the Chinese, so that 
was out. 

The next thing the Chinese learned 
was that parking meter posts are not 
particularly well set into the cement. 
That is to say, accidents can happen. 
And Isuzu and Volvo trucks not only 
have extremely restricted rear vision, 
but have surprisingly rugged bumpers 
as well. And one cannot be ticketed for 
not feeding a meter that isn 't there,just 
as one cannot complain of drought on 
a rainy day. The Chinese are not, after 
all , complainers. 

Grand Street is now virtually bereft 
of parking meters. The enforcement 
bureau has ceded the territory, and no 
longer papers windshields . As a pedes
trian you must watch your step, lest 
you trip in the holes left by the uprooted 
meter posts. (Undoubtedly the Chinese 
have not heard of the expression 
"backing and filling", as they only do 
the backing.) Occasionally you can see 
a recent victim lying in ~he gutter, like a 
fish belly side up. It seems that the 
maintenance department is remuner
ated on a per-meter-fixed basis, so the 
supply is regularly restocked despite 
the fact that nobody uses them (other 
than for target practice) and no tickets 
are written. Ah, New York. 

This Cool Hand Luke approach to 
meter management could never occur 
in Seattle, of course. A typical block of 
our "Grand Street: would have a sixty 
foot bus zone, a thirty foot passenger 
load only zone, a thirty foot truck zone 
on each side of the street, at least one 
fire hydrant zone, a police department 
only zone and one parking meter at 
which you may alight from 9 to 3 on 
weekdays, assuming a workman hasn't 
put a hood over it. By the time you find 
the parking meter you've forgotten 
what you came down for in the first 
place, and there's already a car in the 
way anyhow. Seattle's meters, both of 
them, are safe for the time being, but 
that's a story for another day. 

Why Some German 
Cars Don't Sell 

By now we are all familiar with 
Porsche's problems. Worldwide sales 
have dropped from about 50,000 to 
something in the 30's in two short 
years, proving, I guess, that cars are 
not worth more than houses . Though 
Porsche still hasn't got the message, or 
so I'm told. 

But VW's most infamous subdivi
sion is faring even more poorly in the 
U.S. Sales of the new 80/90 model are 
supposed to be 28,000 this year, but in 
the first two months after introduction 
dealers managed to move only 1400 
of the cars off the lots. 

I recently overheard some parents 
discussing their newborn. "I hope she 
doesn't have an Audi ," the father said . 
To which the mother replied, "I hope 
she doesn't, either. I've never found 
Audi's very attractive. Nobody in my 
family has one." Following which, the 
baby's shirt was pulled back down. 

It has been said that Audi dealers are 
revolting, but it was news to me that 
parents wouldn't wish the marque on a 
one-week-old. Perhaps changing the 
4000's name to 80 / 90 is not enough. 
Perhaps the car should be sold under 
the "Innie" label. 



Toxic Waste 

Have you ever taken time to look 
closely at the runoff along the road 
edge or in the storm sewer after a hard 
rain? The rainbow effect you see indi
cates the presence of petroleum distil
late compounds that have been gathered 
by the rain water. Most of them are 
either leaked from motor vehicles or 
spilled by those working on them. 

Probably the most dangerous of 
compounds washed off the streets by 
the rain is antifreeze. The ethylene 
glycol compound in most automotive 
antifreeze is highly toxic to dogs and, 
due to their smaller size and rapid 
metabolism, even more so to cats. For 
those not having pets, bear in mind 
that much of the following applies to 
small children as well. 

In most cases ingestion occurs when 
the pet or child walks or crawls through 
the liquid and then licks its paws or 
hands. Two characteristics of antifreeze 
contribute to the problem. Antifreeze 
is sweet, so it is attractive to an animal 
or child. Also, often the only liquid 
available in below-freezing tempera
tures is a puddle of antifreeze-tainted 
water. 

After ingestion, the compound moves 
quickly to the kidneys, forming crys
tals which destroy the kidney tubules. 
It is imperative that the animal receive 
immediate veterinary attention. The 
treatment involves putting the animal 
on an alcohol-based IV solution which 
destroys the crystals. The key word is 
prompt; the earlier treatment is re
ceived, the better the chances for sur
vival. If you have any suspicion that 
your pet has gotten into antifreeze or 
any other chemical, consult a vet 
immediately. While antifreeze may be 
the most deadly chemical, it certainly 
isn't the only one. Others will have the 
same effect over a period of time. 
Engine oil, transmission fluid, and 
brake fluid (to name just three), will 

harm your animal just as surely as anti
freeze. Put yourself in your dog's or 
cat's place. After marching up and 
down the mean streets all day, would 
you like to lick the soles of your shoes 
clean? 

Certainly we are all aware enough to 
not dump flushed antifreeze or any 
other chemical into the sewer system. 
Nonetheless, it should be readily ap
parent that a little extra care is in order. 
If your car is well-maintained, you 
undoubtedly check often for leaks and 
fix them when found. But even if your 
car doesn't spill its insides all over the 
street, others do . That is why preven
tion is the best medicine. Keep your 
pets inside unless you are outside with 
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them. Take them inside when you go 
m. 

This is one of those rare instances 
where a little bit of care and thought
fulness can help two worthy recipients: 
your car and a few of Mother Nature's 
other creatures. If you don't already 
monitor leaks (tsk, tsk!), the extra 
incentive provided by knowing you're 
doing something for other inhabitants 
of the planet should encourage you to 
begin doing so. The extra attention 
you car might receive will, rest assured, 
be amply rewarded. 

Thanks to Dr. Tag Go mall, Magno
lia Veterinary Hospital, for assistance 
in preparing this article. 

-Tom Williams 

Welcome New Members 

Paul Eastman 
Bob Schultz 
Daniel Thieme 
Jim Taylor 
Coyle Frank 
Charles Loomis 
Mark Zbikowski 
Steve Tanaka 
Richard Henshaw Sr. 
Soroj Wichienwidhtaya 
Chris Yamamoto 
Michael & Susan Howard 
Timothy Hedemark 

Brad Shain 
Susan Robinson 
Charles Mason 
Tom Lavigne 
John Nguyen 
Jim & Pam Thomson 
Barbara Yamauchi 
Dan Hesser 
Ron Larpenteur 
Robert Peterson 
Mike Meredith 

Membership now at 769 

'73 2002 
'84 318i 
'88 535i 
'79 320i 
'85 318i 
'83 733i 
'88 528e 
'80 735i 
'78 320i 
'83 533i 
'86 535i 
'77 530i 
'86 325e 
'87 325i 
'77 635 

'84 318i 

'85 325e 
'82 735i 

'87 325ic 
'84 318i 
'79 320i 
'81 320i 

'88 535is 
'79 320i 

1i 
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COMPLETE SERVICE & REPAIR OF ALL 

PORSCHE AUDI 

D COMPLETE TUNEUPS 
D EMISSION TESTING 
D ENGINE REBUILDING 

VOLKSWAGEN 

D ELECTRICAL REPAIR 
D BRAKE & CLUTCHES 
D FUEL INJECTION 

BMW 

D TRANSMISSION REBUILDING D PERFORMANCE MODIFICATIONS 

18 MONTHS OR 18,000 MILE WARRANTY ON LABOR AND MOST OEM PARTS 

OPEN MON-SAT 

AT THE NEW LYNNWOOD AUTOCENTER 

21619 HWY 99 • LYNNWOOD 

15% DISCOUNT 
FOR ALL 
CLUB MEMBERS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

778-6844 60+ 
Ask about ferry compensation 
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Zi.indfolge Writer Opens Mouth 
Inserts Foot 

by David Lightfoot 

Boy, am I in trouble. Last month we 
ran an article by the LA chapter's Leif 
Anderberg regarding a survey showing 
the poor resale value of the big BMW 
models . In response, I wrote a letter, 
which we also published, arguing that 
the big bimmers ' resale values really 
hold up better than these surveys show. 
In the process of making my argument 
I said things like "the big BMWs are 
over priced", "anybody who pays full 
sticker price for a big BMW is a fool" 
and "one can get $8,000 to $10,000 off 
the sticker price." In the period follow
ing publication of that article I have 
received an education about the selling 
of BMWs from the local dealers. 

I am sorry to say that my article was 
based on erroneous information and 
assumptions. Basically, I was off base. 
No one who buys a BMW is a fool. 
And everyone, of course, tries to get 
the best deal they can when buying a 
new car. Model availability, the time 
of year and consumer demand all play 
a part in the negotiated price. I have 
also found out that the margins the 
dealers work with are no where near as 
thick as I thought. The new 750iL is 
selling above sticker in many cases 
because the dealers can't get them fast 
enough. 

Worst of all, my article lacked sensi
tivity to the point of view of the dealers 
and BMW of North America. The 
local dealers and BMW NA have been 
extraordinarily good to us over the 
years. They give us discounts, they 
advertise with us, they host meetings , 
send us new members and donate gifts 
to the club. And then some jerk (me) 
writes a stupid, unfounded article which 

hurts them. I am truly sorry and have 
personally called to apologize to the 
owners of each of the three Seattle area 
dealerships and to Carla Harmon of 
BMW North America. 

This is not to say that Zundfolge will 
not publish criticism of things BMW. 
If a 320i shimmies, we'll say so . Our 
first obligation is to our members. To 
me , being a BMW enthusiast means 
being quick to praise as well as quick to 
criticize. But if we are criticizing, we 
must have our facts straight. I did not. 
We believe in freedom of the press and 
have urged the dealers to respond so 
that the membership may benefit from 
their views. 

Finally, I must apologize to the 
membership. If I offended you , I am 
sorry. And if I have damaged the Club 
because the dealers withdraw some of 
their past support, I apologize. No one 
enjoys this Club more than I do and I 
feel great remorse for any damage I 
have done. 

I hope to help cultivate the mutually 
beneficial relationship that has existed 
between BMW Club members and 
those that sell our beloved marque. 
Thanks for your support. I'm sorry for 
what I wrote . Once again I have proven 
the adage, the pen is mightier than the 
sword. And at least as dangerous to 
fall on. 

Jump Starting of Vehicles 

"Jump starting" should be avoided 
because of possible damage to certain 
electric components. The electrical 
components found throughout our cars 
can handle voltages up to I 5V for brief 

periods only. Jump starting equip
ment found on some tow trucks oper
ate at 18 and up to 24 volts . Damage to 
certain electrical components is assured 
if this equipment is used. 

Disconnecting the battery leads and 
charging the battery is recommended . 
However , in certain circumstances, 
jump starting may not be avoidable . 
To protect the electric components in 
the car, follow the procedures des
cribed below: 

I. Remove the following fuse(s) . 
Fuse #5 Fuse #27 Fuse #21 

1984 528e 1984 633CSi 1984 733i 
1984 533i 
1983 533i 1983 633CSi 1983 733i 
1982 528e 
1983 529e 
1982 733i 
1981 733i 
For On-Board Computer II 

Equipped Vehicles , removal offuses is 
not necessary. 

2. Carefully observing polarity, con
nect jumper cables to the positive bat
tery terminal and the CHASSIS 
GROUND (not the negative battery 
terminal) on the vehicle to be jump 
started . In this manner, sensitive elec
tronic components will be afforded 
more protection from voltage surges 

. by the damping action of the chassis 
ground. 

3. Jump start the vehicle . Before dis
connecting the jumper cables , switch 
on the heater fan to highest position, 
rear window defroster, and low beam 
headlights . 

4. Disconnect jumper cables . 
from the Deizugspitze 

New York Chapter BMW CCA 

Quick Fix 
The plastic screw lid from a one

gallon plastic milk jug is an ideal 
replacement for the original cap of the 
windsheld washer fluid reservoir on a 
Bavaria and 2002. This everyday item 
may also work on other models. 

by Carlisle Hoadley 
Sandlapper Chapter, BMW CCA 



1988 BMWACA Autocross School 

Last month we talked about how the 
skills learned at autocross school can 
make one a more skillful and more safe 
driver. This month we'll talk about 
what to expect at the school. 

The location will be the Evergreen 
Speedway in Monroe. The Speedway 
is located on the Evergreen State Fair
grounds along Highway 2. The track 
itself is located just below the main 
grandstand. The date is Sunday, May 
15. 

When you arrive, sign in and pay 
your fees. The cost will be $15 for one 
person with one car, $25 for one car 
with more than one driver. You will 
receive a packet of papers which explain 
in detail more about the school and 
autocrossing. Then, it's to the tech sta
tion to have your car inspected. After 
your car is teched , you 'II park it in the 
pit area and remove all loose articles 
from the trunk and interior of the car. 
It would be a good idea to bring a 
plastic tarp in case we have some foul 
weather. Registration and tech will be 
taking place from 8-9 in the morning, 
so please be prompt. Plan on at least a 
45 minute trip to Monroe from down
town Seattle. 

At 9 o'clock the head instructor will 
give a brief talk on the fundamentals of 
autocrossing. It won't be a long winded 
lecture, but just a few basic tips. At 
9:30 we will divide into three groups 
and head out to the drill stations with 
our cars. There will be three different 
drill stations You will spend approxi
mately 45 minutes at each one. 

At 11 :30 we will break for a one hour 
lunch period. During the lunch break 
some of the instructors will be setting 
up a short autocross course for the 
afternoon session. At 12:30 the head 
instructor will recap the morning ses
sion and then lead on a walk through 
of the autocross course. After the 
walk-throughs are completed we will 
begin running cars through the course. 
The timers will be set up to take times 
of those who run. If you feel uneasy 
about being timed on your run, all you 

have to do is request that you not be 
timed. This procedure will be fully 
explained before we run the afternoon 
sess10n. 

Normally at all club track events we 
require that driver and passengers wear 
helmets. However, since we are trying 
to attract members that have never 
been to a track event, we will be waiv
ing the helmet requirement for this 
time only. There are many people who 
have wanted to participate in a track 
event or autocross but have not done 
so because they don't have a helmet. 
So come out and have a good time. 

A couple of final notes . Try to get a 
good night's rest before the school and 
try to arrive a little early. Also, put 
some extra air in your tires before you 
head out. The tech crew will help you 

set tire pressure at the track. And don't 
forget to bring some rain gear just in 
case. If you have any questions at all, 
feel free to give your Autocross Chair
man a call at 854-1986. 

~Paul Touby 

Directions: 

The fairgrounds and track are just west 
of Monroe on Highway 2. There are 2 
entrances to the race track One is 
through the main fairgrounds parking 
Jot behind the grandstands. The other 
is through a service road behind the 
fairgrounds. 

Ted Rodgers, one of the clubs top autocrossers, on course during an event at 
Sand Point Naval Air Station. Join the crew on May 15 to learn more about the 
exciting sport of autocrossing. 



BIMMER 
BIO 

By David Lightfoot 

Autoweek's Satch Carlson 

The highlight for the 1987 banquet 
was, as you know Autoweek columnist 
Satch Carlson, Satch spoke at our 
annual banquet in 1983 and was so 
well received we had him back. This 
special Bimmer Bio is for those who 
didn't see Satch at the banquet and to 
give a bit more background for those 
who did attend . Satch's visit to Seattle 
was coordinated by our friend , David 
Griffith , owner of Alan BMW-Saab. 
David and Satch have been friends for 
many years. On several occasions Satch 
has written columns about cars he has 
borrowed from David, notably a beau
tiful red 633 coupe and an awful AMC 
Pacer. Satch described Pacers as "lousy 
cars but they make great terrariums ." 

Regular readers of Autoweek prob
ably enjoyed Satch 's talk more than 
those unfamiliar with him. To those 
who read his column faithfully, it was 
like listening to an old friend. Those 
who didn't know what to expect were 
probably surprised to hear him rattle 
on about his childhood, men vs. women, 
Saabs and assorted other topics. But 
these and more are part of Satch 's 
repertoire. There are no sacred cows to 
Satch and he started in on BMWs 
almost from the beginning. Said he, 
"Sometimes I tell jokes, trouble is, I 
don't know many jokes, except for the 
528e and 31 Si and a couple of others." 
Actually, the only BMW Satch ever 
owned was a 3.0 litre coupe. He said he 
once drove it over a frost heave at 90 
mph just so he could say he had "flown 
the coupe. " 

Satch told us all about his child
hood. The only trouble was, you didn 't 
know what to believe. Some things 
were obvious exaggerations while oth
ers were believable. But all were funny. 
He also did a routine about the names 
and uses that men and women give to 
various implements. He'd hold the 
item over his head and ask for a 
response for the men and women in the 
audience in turn. I'll let you guess what 

he actually was holding, but it went 
something like this: 

Women Men 
Small spatula Gasket scraper 
Large spatula Window ice scraper 
Dish cloth Grease rag 
Hammer Crescent wrench 
Turkey baster Battery tester 
Pry bar Screwdriver 

Satch also told a few incredibly 
corny jokes. Here's an example: two 
carrots (yes, carrots) are walking along 
the side of the road. One decides to 
cross the road and gets mowed down 
by a car. The injured carrot is rushed to 
the hospital. The uninjured carrot waits 
for his friend. The doctor comes out 
and says I have good news and bad 
news. The good news is your friend is 
going to live. The bad news is he'll 
always be a vegetable. We all groaned 
and, fortunately for Satch, the dinner 
dishes had already been removed. 

Parts of his talk were educational. 
Satch demonstrated the proper way to 
open champagne without losing a drop. 
He also told us that Moet of Moet and 
Chandon Champagne was a Belgian 
and that the name is properly pro
nounced mo-ette, not mo-ay. Never 
know when this stuff will come in 
handy. 

Last July Satch spoke to a group of 
BMW enthusiasts in Dallas . By all 
repo rts the talk was great. And it was 

long. He spoke for about two and a 
half hours. Those in attendance com
mented about how head-over-heels in 
love he was. He had split up with his 
longtime house mate who he called 
"the leggy stockbroker" and was now 
totally infatuated with and engaged to 
a young woman. And young she is, 
probably mid-20s compared to Satch's 
probably mid-40s. She used to be a 
student of Satch 's (he's a high school 
English teacher in Anchorage). She 
now is in graduate school in Berkeley 
while Satch pines in Alaska. 

Don't be concerned that I'm writing 
about Satch 's love life in our maga
zine. He does it all the time and Auto
week 's readership is a bit larger than 
Zundf olge 's. Satch 's friend is named 
Linda but he has referred to her in 
print as "the person of the semi-Asian 
persuasion," "the Stunner" and "a 
woman so beautiful she 'II unfocus your 
eyes." I told my wife that with that 
build up , any woman would have to be 
a disappointment in person. Well, Linda 
did attend the banquet with Satch and, 
yes, she is pretty but, no , she didn't 
unfocus my eyes. 

Some people mentioned that Satch 
didn't seem quite "on" or as good as in 
the past. There was a reason for this. 
We picked Satch up at the airport 
upon his arrival the night before the 
banquet. We talked for a while since 
Linda was arriving an hour later from 
Oakland. Satch mentioned his "soon
to-be-ex-fiance." "Huh?!" I said . He 
explained that despite his being madly 
in love, Linda had decided to join the 
Peace Corps. Our banquet weekend 
gave them the opportunity to get to
gether and talk things out. The show 
went on and Satch was remarkably 
entertaining for a person undergoing 
the type of personal turmoil he must 
have been experiencing. At the end of 
Satch 's talk, after the champagne 
demonstration, he said "Thanks for 
the chance to come speak to your club. 
This weekend means more to me than 
you can know." 



--wrcu 
Weyerhaeuset Tacoma Credit Union 
909 So. 336th, Suite 100 (206) 924-7530 
Federal Way, WA 98003 1-800-922-WTCU (Inside WA) 
Mail Stop: ASB 1-800-334-WTCU (Outside WA) 

Serving salaried Weyerhaeuser employees worldwide. 
(and all BMW ACA members) 
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ARE YOU SERIOUS ABOUT PERFORMANCE? 

We have seven years' experience making suspension and turbo systems. Thousands 

of hours of research and development have gone into these systems with many high 
tech features not found in our competitors' products. Here is what the editor of the 

BMWCCA ROUNDEL had to say about one of our cars. "The painstaking atten
tion to detail was evident everywhere you looked ... rocket sled performance." 

When you get serious about performance, give us a call . 

DINAN ENGINEERING AVC 
81 Pioneer Way, Mt. View, CA 94041 • (415} 962-9417 

A division of BAVARIAN PERFORMANCE, INC. specia lizing in high performance products. 

Some products not legal for sale or use in California on pollution controlled vehicles. 



Track Events Update 
March 26th School 

Our first driving school was safe and 
successful with an unusual mix of 
weather. Twenty-two students shared 
twelve instructors and lots of track 
time. The day began with practice at 
four stations in cold, miserable rain 
with some wet snow. Fortunately, stu
dents and instructors were in the cars 
most of the time. After lunch students 
practiced the full track in steadily 
improving weather. By mid-afternoon 
it was sunny and by the end of the day 
most of the track was dry. During the 
last hour of track time, a spectacular 
thing happened. With bright sunshine, 
a small rain squall moved across the 
track. The result was a rainbow arch
ing across the main straight. The rain
bow grew in intensity and a second 
arch appeared. The second arch was 
completed and the hint of a third 
appeared . From the pits we could 
watch BMWs roaring beneath this tri
ple rainbow. We could even see the 
ends of the arches . I looked, but there 
was no Ml at the end of the rainbow. 

Thanks to all who participated in 
the school , especially instructors Bob 
Paisley, Greg Mierz , T .J. Balzarini , 

Doug Boulton, Byron Sanborn, Bill 
Muse, Denny Organ, Bill Peterson, 
Ted Rodgers , Joan Rodgers, Barry 
Strom berger, and Tom O'Dell. Also , a 
special thanks to Gary Blalock and 
Mike Meredith, who helped chase cones 
in the morning rain. 

Mountain High Racing 

That's the slogan of Westwood 
Motor Speedway, in the mountains 
near Port Coquitlam, British Colum
bia. The beautiful and challenging track 
is the site of an Open Track Day to be 
sponsored by the BMW Car Club of 
Canada, Western Region, based in 
Vancouver. It will be an all day affair 
on May 21st, Sunday. Our club members 
are invited if they have previous track 
experience. 

Advance registration is required. The 
cost is $50 Canadian, $75 for two shar
ing a car. Make checks payable to 
BMW CCC and send them to Hubert 
Kan, 2843 W. 39th Ave., Vancouver, 
B.C. VGN2Z3 , Canada. Call Hubert at 
604-266-1824 if you have questions. 
Driving directions to the track can be 
obtained from the Lightfoots, 282-2641 . 

1''-'- W~'TC..\.\ 
~c:>~ ~01.-\.C-G. 
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Future SIR Events 
The Club will hold three of its popu

lar Wednesday nighters this year. June 
1st, June 29th and July 27. These are 
open track events with no advance reg
istration required for anyone with a 
Level 1 sign off. Those with prior track 
experience, but without Level 1 sign 
off, must pre-register so that instruc
tion can be arranged . Those with no 
prior experience may not drive at a 
Wednesday nighter but are welcome to 
come out, take a ride , and see what it 's 
all about. Watch the May Zundfolge 
for more details. 

On July 8th, Friday, we will be hold
ing our next school , during Fest 
Northwest. Plan now to attend . The 
weather should be better. 

David & Lucetta Lightfoot 

Fuel Pump Noise 
Excessive fuel pump noise on most 

BMW's with electric fuel pumps can be 
remedied with the installation of a 
rubber sound-deadening boot availa
ble since 1985. The boot consists of 
three pieces that cover the filter , acous
tically insulating the fuel pump. Before 
placing the blame on the main fuel 
pump however, check the fuel filter 
and lifting pump (or pre-pump) in the 
gas tank for proper operation. 

Ken Thrower 
Sandlapper Chapter, BMW CCA 
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Buying a used car is fraught with 
risks and incalculables. After all , there 
must be some reason why ten million 
Americans are annually willing to 
throw an average of$4000 apiece down 
the tubes (first year depreciation) for 
the privilege of driving a new car off 
the showroom floor. However, if 
approached with caution and intelli
gence you can come out a winner. 

This article will cover three major 
areas: General rules, a discussion of 
components and systems and their 
inspection, and a survey of models. 
The models surveyed will not include 
the very old (e .g. l 800tii) , the very new 
(535i , 325i) or the unusual (524td) . The 
old and unusual cars are in short 
enough supply not to be of general 
interest (but see my 1978 (fact check) 
"Buying Used" article if you are look
ing for an old 4-cylinder model). 

I generally don't get to work on cars 
until they are 3-5 years old so I don't 
personally know newer cars' strengths 
and weaknesses, and the newest cars 
have a three year warranty anyway, so 

General Rules 
The first rule is never be in a hurry. I 

do not mean don't close the deal the 
same day you learn of it, I do mean 
don't take the first car that comes 
along if it's not exactly right, and 
never, ever buy without a thorough 
inspection.You are thus required to go 
in knowing what you want , and at 
what price. You are going to size up the 
car, and not its current owner- the 
more you can ignore the owner, the 
better, as you are not buying the 
owner. Take the test drive alone, so 
you can concentrate on the car, not the 
owner's distractions. Arrive at your 
offer without interference. Be flexible 
but never fall for his sob story- you 
will have to live with the car, not his 
ex-wife, etc. 

Service Records. Some owners actu
ally keep service records, and these are 
helpful but not conclusive. They are 
worth examining. No problem if the 



pay a friend to come who can. But 
remember, overspray can be caused by 
simple (sloppy) repainting, without 
major body damage. And also re
member, an awful lot of BMW's have 
been wrecked. 

I inspected a 320i last year for a 
friend. It looked like a good car for a 
good price, but the paint on the driv
er's door wasn't quite right. Closer 
inspection revealed that the door was 
originally green, not bronzit. I then 
noticed some seams were missing from 
the door sill, and got my magnet out. 
The sill was full of bondo, and further 
inspection revealed that the vertical 
post supporting the door had been 
replaced and where it joined the A pil
lar was also full of bondo. That car had 
been in quite a crash, and corners were 
cut, literally and figuratively, in its 
repair. Spot welds on the floorpan 
were later found to have separated as 
well. 

The previous owner. Even though 
you are not buying the previous owner, 
you are buying the result of his care or 
abuse. Part of the zen of buying a used 
car is putting aside your feelings about 
the owner, positive or negative. 

If the owner is dishonest, though, 
forget the car. You have enough head
aches already. I inspected a 914 some 
years ago, which the owner repres
ented had never been in an accident. 
Bondo in the passenger side door sill 
was cracked to a depth of a half inch. 
The owner seemed offended I didn't 
even want to start the engine, but why 
waste the time? We weren't going to do 
any business. 

Smoking is a real problem. If my 
feelings about smokers aren't known 
they can be readily inferred, yet the last 
car I bought was from such an addict. 
When buying a one-owner 230SL of 
the right color there are limits to how 
fussy you can afford to get. 

Age. Most cars will run for as long 
as you're willing to put money into 
them. (Question: "How do you make a 
small fortune restoring a BMW?" 
Answer: "Start with a large fortune.") 

The issue is, when does putting money 
into the car cease to make sense, either 
economically or in light of the pleasure 
derived from it? 

Certain parts deteriorate as a func
tion of age, notably rubber. BMW's 
have a surprising amount of rubber in 
them, none of it cheap. Door and 
trunk gaskets, gaskets around lamps , 
lenses and windshields, rubber on and 
around bumpers, rubber in the suspen
sion, rubber in the drivetrain, rubber 
in the shift linkage (five pieces there 
alone, depending how you count) -
all of it goes bad. Radiators seem to 
lose efficiency in about ten years, and 
are more economical to replace than to 
have "rodded." You must determine 
which such parts need replacement, 
and at what cost. 

Other parts wear out as a function of 
use and abuse, such as trim and 
mechanical parts. Pitted or scored 
windshields are inevitable on a high 
mileage car, yet should be replaced. 

Carpets get tatty and seats begin to 
sag. Lack of maintenance kills hydrau
lic systems, paint and chromium. And 
so forth. 

The sun is also a killer, as it bleaches 
interiors, cracks dashboards, seats and 
headliners, destroys metallic and red
pigmented paint and wipes out rubber. 
A very germaine question to ask before 
even going to look at a car is whether it 
has been garaged. 

One thing that does not deteriorate 
with age is styling. A motive to buy a 
used BMW can be that some of them 
are better looking than anything being 
built today. If you have strong feelings 
this way, you may be willing to tolerate 
more expense and trouble than if you 
are merely looking for a conveyance. 
Be honest with yourself about this, 
though, so you can arrive at a realistic 
budget. 

And remember, you are shopping 
for a used car. A used car will have 
some road rash and a few things that 
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need attention. If you want a car in 
perfect shape, you'd better buy a new 
one. 

Modifications. Until fairly recently 
BMW's were, in my view, "kit" cars. 
Their full potential could not be realized 
without modification. However, there 
are good modifications and bad modi
fications , sometimes the difference 
being merely a matter of taste . 

1t is hard to louse up suspension and 
wheel / tire modifications so long as 
known brands were intelligently used; 
otherwise, beware. A good suspension 
mod is worth paying extra money for. 
The test is in the driving. Does the car 
hold the road well , corner in a bal
anced manner, have controlled body 

roll without knocking out your fil
lings? The harder you get to drive the 
car, the better you 'II know the sus
pens10n. 

Engine mods require greater buyer 
perception. They generally decrease 
engine life , and a surprising number 
make the car louder but not faster. 
They are not a substitute for rebuilding 
a worn out engine, either. If the owner 
has done an engine mod without 
upgrading the suspension, the owner 
isn't very bright and the car is suspect. 
Generally, an engine mod doesn't 
improve the value of a used car much, 
and often you pay less if it's been done. 

You are always 
ahead of the game 
paying extra for a 
straight clean car. 

Pricing. Pricing is quite a regional 
affair, and defies generalization. In 
suggesting two formulae below, please 
understand that these are just sugges
tions , and not gospel. Price ranges for 
individual models are discussed later, 
but these are of limited use. The price 
comes down to how badly you want 
the car and the owner wants to part 
with it.No matter what market you are 
in , you are always ahead of the game 
paying extra for a straight clean car. 
Condition is everything. 

Also, the price you pay is not the 
cost of the car. It will need some work, 
I guarantee it, and probably the bulk 
of the work will be in the first year of 
ownership. So if you have $6000 to 
invest, don't pay more than $5,000 for 
the car - you will need the rest for 
tires, or shocks, or a tranny overhaul, 
or brakes, etc. 

That said, there are two ways to ana
lyze pricing. 

The first system is the one I use. 
Take the price of the car when new. 
Deduct from it the cost of making all 
repairs necessary to make the car like 
new. Add to the price the value of 
acceptable modifications. Voila, the 
final price. 

The meticulous reader is no doubt 
musing that a used car, by this for
mula, may be worth less than nothing, 
and he is pretty much correct - a 
number of tired BMW's out there are 
worth less than $300, and don't pay 
more! 

The second system is an effort to 
rationalize the irrational pricing struc
ture of used BMW's prevailing today. I 
say irrational because depreciation is 
far more rapid than it used to be, far 
more rapid than should be expected 
considering the size of the annual 
increase in new car prices, and far less 
linked to the condition of the particu
lar car than it should be. The magic of 
the BMW roundel seems to influence 
many buyers more than the condition 
of the car, and it shouldn't. 

Take the new cost of the smallest 
model in a given year, and deduct 20% 
for the first year. From the remainder, 
deduct 10% for the second year. From 
that remainder, deduct 10% for the 
third year. And so forth, until you 
reach the "floor' ', which varies from 
model to model. For the 7-series, add 
$3000, and for the 6-series add $4000. 
Some adjustment must be made for 
condition and equipment, of course. 

Next month Mr. Nas t will take us 
into the world of BMW systems and 
inspections, beginning with one of his 
favorite topics: rust. Ed. 



FIRE 

Mention the word fire in combina
tion with cookout or fireplace and you 
usually think of good times and enjoy
ment. However, mention it in combi
nation with cars (and in our case 
BMWs) and our emotions run quite 
differently- to say the least!! Auto
mobile fires don't happen very often 
but when they do they are sure to cause 
feelings of helplessness, anger and 
frustration. 

When it's all over, and as you sit 
looking at your charred hulk of metal 
that was once your pride and joy, you 
will probably ask yourself these three 
questions: 

l . How did it start? 
2. How could I have avoided it? 
3. How could I put it out if it ever 

happens again? 
Let 's take question number 1 first

How did the fire start? 
Most auto fires are caused by l) an 

electrical short that ignites material in 
the passenger compartment or up under
neath the dash board, 2) fuel line 
breaks that allow petrol to come in 
contact with hot engine parts or the 
exhaust system, 3) open flames that 
come in contact with interior seats 
carpets, or flammable liquids. ' 

Question number 2-How could I 
have avoided the fire? 

l . Keep the engine compartment 
spotless-metal doesn't burn but caked 
on grease/ oil burns like crazy. Buy 
stock in "Gunk" and use it frequently . 
A liberal application on the engine 
should be your first priority, but don't 
forget underneath the car, transmis
sion and differential. Gunk works best 
when the engine is warm. 

2. Carefully check fuel lines and 
their connections. Be on the lookout 
for cracked, brittle hoses or ones that 
rub against metal and might wear a 
hole in the hose. Plastic ties are availa
ble that can be used to keep the hoses 
from flopping around. Checking gas 

lines for leaks should be done when the 
engine is cold just in case you do some
thing that would cause the gas to leak 
out and come in contact with the 
exhaust, causing a fire . (Many shops 
require that a fire extinguisher be 
within reach whenever fuel related 
repairs are being done-you should do 
the same!!) Needless to say, gasoline 
will provide you with a roaring blaze 
and possibly an explosion if vapors 
ignite rapidly. 

3. Use only recommended fuses and 
carry a complete set of replacements 
with you . Never use a higher rated fuse 
in a circuit than what is called for and 
never replace a fuse with a wire. 

Gasoline will 
provide a roaring 
blaze if vapors 
ignite rapidly. 

4. Adding new electrical accessories? 
Follow wiring instructions very care
fully . Do not try to bypass any of the 
st~ps that are suggested or jerry-rig the 
wffes by nor using all recommended 
parts in the kit . Attention should be 
paid to proper gauge wire, approved 
connectors, relays, and switches. When 
in doubt, ask a professional-Do Not 
Guess I Electrical fires can be some of 
t~e hardest to extinguish due to ( l) the 
high level of heat they generate just to 
achieve ignition and (2) the confined 
location of wiring harnesses that make 
accessibility difficult. 

5. Replace hood insulation that has 
been soaked or caked with grease or 
oil. This material can really add fuel to 
a fire. 

6. Keep ash trays clean and free of 
paper and cellophane. If you smoke, 

be careful that the cigarette you throw 
out the front window doesn't come 
back in the rear window due to air 
currents when at speed. 

7. Never store gasoline in a glass jar. 
The gas actually permeates the glass 
and is still present even if you wash it 
out. Flammable liquid containers and 
soiled rags should not be stored in the 
trunk. 

In spite of your best efforts you may 
still be faced with having a fire in your 
car. This leads to: 

Question number 3-How do I put 
out an auto fire? 
Carefully! Do not underestimate the 
potential power and destructive force 
that can be generated by 'a fire . Even
tually a fire will consume the whole 
car, causing toxic fumes and, in certain 
situations, violent explosions. A fire 
that starts in the interior when the 
windows are rolled up may cause an 
explosion. Heat from a fire can cause a 
build up of pressure in a gas tank that 
will lead to an explosion that will 
throw a gas tank 50 to 100 feet in the 
air. Do not try to put out a fire that is 
located near the fuel tank or one that 
has been going for some time. Your 
time will be much better spent looking 
up the phone number of your insu
rance agent! 

l . Your nose knows! Stay alert for 
the odor of gas or smoke. If you smell 
either, stop the car immediately and 
investigate. A fuel odor indicates a 
cracked fuel line or loose connection. 
(You may notice this when first start
ing your car in the morning as old 
hoses or loose connections leak due to 
shrinkage of rubber hoses from the 
lower night time temperatures. As the 
temp warms up, the hose tends to 
expand and seal off the leak. Electrical 
fires are usually preceded by smoke. In 
the summer the odor can be difficult to 
detect since we drive with windows 
down. 

2. Regardless of the type of fire, the 
first step is to turn off the ignition. This 
will cut off the fuel pump and limit the 
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amount of fuel that is available to 
burn. If the fire is electrical in nature , 
turning off the ignition will elrninate 
the heat source. 

I 20 

3. There are several things to keep in 
mind when trying to put out a fire in 
the engine compartment. The usual 
reaction is to fully open the hood so 
that you can get "a good shot" at it 
with a fire extinguisher. However, fully 
opening the hood only provides more 
oxygen for the fire. The best technique 
to use is to merely crack the hood very 
slightly and so spray the extinguisher 
into the engine area. Only after the fire 
has abated somewhat should the hood 
be opened further, and then only with 
caution and in conjunction with a con
tinuous spraying of the extinguisher. 
An alternative method on some cars is 
to keep the hood fully closed and direct 
the extinguisher into the engine area 
underneath the car. It is also best to 
rehearse beforehand what you might 
do in the event of a fire. 

4. Electrical fires usually break out 
up underneath the dash and are tough 
to put out because of their confined 
location. Plan ahead and think of what 
can be pulled off or smashed in so that 
you can spray an extinguisher behind 
the dash. 

5. Some interior fires can be ren
dered harmless by making them exte
rior fires!!?? Carpets and after market 
seat coverings, for example, can be 
ripped out of the car in an effort to 
"remove" the fire from inside the car. 

Spin-On Oil Filter For 
Six-Cylinder Cars 

One of the first 'do-it-yourself' tasks 
that a BMW owner decides to tackle is 
the oil and filter change. The six-cylinder 
oil filter can make you wish that you had 
chosen something else like a transmis
sion rebuild. The job isn't really that dif
ficult- just frustrating. 

---------- First , you crawl under the car and 
loosen the bolt holding canister and filter 

in place. If that doesn ' t fall out and hit 
you in the face along with oil flowing 
through the hole , you reach in from 
above and finish removing the bolt , then 
lower everything to a resting place while 
the oil drains into the pan below. You did 
remember the drain pan , didn't you? 

After the oil drains out you try to figure 
out how to get the unit out without spil
ling the remaining oil over the engine 
compartment. Reversing the process is 
even worse when you are trying to keep 
everything aligned and compress the 
spring to start the bolt in place. 

After going through this procedure 
several times , I decided someone must 
have found an easier way. So r began to 
research all of my old Roundels and 

newsletters. Just as I expected , there 
were several articles ranging from the 
procedure described above to removing 
the engine first. Seriously , no one rec
ommended removing the engine, but one 
article did suggest removing the entire 
filter housing from the engine. 

My initial research produced no easy 
solution. After all else failed , I discussed 
the problem with our friendly BMW con
sultant Walter Wiesboeck at Munich 
West. Without even stopping to think, 
Walter told me the answer to my problem 
was a Miller and Norburn conversion to a 
spin-on oil filter. We consulted the M & 
N catalog, and there it was in two forms . 
A conversion kit, wich uses the existing 
housing , is available for $39 including 
the filter. A complete ready-to-bolt-on 
unit may be had at $69. I chose the con
version kit since the complete unit did 
not seem to be $30 easier. After complet
ing the job I believe that the decision was 
correct. 

To accomplish the conversion, begin 
by removing the entire filter and hous
ing. This is accomplished by removing 
the four bolts holding the unit to the 
block. Then remove the filter and canis
ter from the housing. You will notice that 
the center post that the canister bolt is 
screwed into has a hole through it. This 
was for oil flow , but it also makes the 
post easy to remove. Insert a steel rod 
through the hole and turn. 

After cleaning everything , simply in
stall the gasket provided and screw the M 
& N adapter into place. Now you're 
ready to screw the filter into place and 
bolt everything back to the block . Don't 
forget to put a new gasket between the 
block and the housing. My kit did not in
clude one, so be sure to order it at the 
same time you order your kit. 

The complete unit includes a new 
housing with the adapter, etc. in place so 
you only need to remove the four bolts 
and install the new unit. After complet
ing the change you can change filters as 
easily as 2002/320i owners. 

Jim Easterly 
Rocky Mountian Chapter 

BMWCCA 



Super Plugs 
from Bosch 
Bosch Super Spark Plugs keep 
high-rewing, high performance 
engines running clean. For fast 
cold starts and smooth accelera
tion, tune up with a set of Bosch 
Super Spark Plugs. We have the 
size to fit your BMW: European, 
or U.S. model. 

SUPER SERVICE 
FROM BERNARD IMPORTS 

SINCE 1979 

14100 Interurban 
(just north of Southcenter) 

248-2242 

GERMAN CAR SPECIAUST'9 INC. 
HAS BEEN YOUR EASTSIDE 
QUALITY INDEPENDENT 
BMW SERVICE HEADQUARTERS. 
The TRADITION CONTINUES at 1-90 and 1-405. 

FACTOR IA. 

FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE 
15% BMWACA Discount 



ONLY THE BEST PEOPLE 
USE A BOOTH 

Our booth helps make us the most super autobody repair team 
in the Northwest. For a complete repainting job, or just a touch 
up. .. the Custom Aire Down Flo Auto Booth uses a constant down 
draft to keep dust particles away from the automobile surface. 
The resuln A superior paint finish for all fine cars. 

The paint booth. Just part of our state-of-the-art technology, 
experience and written guarantees now available at 
CollisionCraft. 

Open Monday through Saturday at Willows Automotive Center, 
9125 Willows Road, just off Redmond Way in Redmond. 

WILLOWS Call 883-8556. 

~ CollisionCraft, Ltd. 
~ Fine Auto Body Specialists 



Letters 

Dear Editor: 
A problem common to most high 

mileage BM W's with manual trans
mission seems to be high effort shifting 
and synchronizer gear clash. There is a 
new advert iser in the BMW CCA 
Roundel, who claims to help this situa
tion inexpensively. The Red Line Syn
thetic Oi l Corporation has a product 
called "MTL" which is designed for 
manual transmissions . Their bold · 
promises include elimination of notchy 
shifting, and easier cold shifting. Ac-

cording to Red Line, "Other lubricants 
are too slippery for proper synchron
izer engagement, requiring longer shift 

times to prevent gear clash and requir
ing excessive shift effort." They have 
designed this synthetic lube to stay 
fluid when cold, and to resist thinning 
out when hot. 

I have been using the factory recom
mended SAE 80 GL-4 lube in my gear
box, and changing it every 12K miles 
in my '77 320: (l30K miles) . The result 
has been consistently difficult cold 
shifting and severe gear clash. 

With Red Line MTL, there has been 
a phenomenal improvement since the 
first shift . The car actually goes into 

Safety Devices 
ROLL CAGES 

Harnesses, fire systems, racewear and more! 

f rickson Automotive Ent. 
525 North 190th 

Seattle, WA 98133 

(206) 546-5430 

second gear without effort or noise.No 
need to double clutch, no need to 
pause in neutral, and no gear grinding 
noise! I highly recommend this product. 

Sincerely 
Gary L. Drapela 

[Ed. note: Gary's enthusiastic en
dorsement sparked our interest in this 
product, so we decided to try it out 
ourselves. The now 18-year old editor
ial blue 2002 seemed a good trial horse: 
its Porsche-type gear box is vague and 
imprecise, and requires double-clutching 
going into second gear. So out with the 
old mineral oil and in with the new 
synthetic. 

MTL feels lighter and slipperier to 
the touch than the Pennzoil we had 
been using. We liked that- but would 
our transmission? The answer is a 
resounding "yes". The gearbox seemed 
to operate more smoothly and posi
tively from the first shift. I'd like to say 
that it eliminated the need to double
clutch in second, but, alas, MTL can
not be expected to perform miracles. It 
does not restore worn synchros. 

Yale Rachlin (BMW CCA) also 
tested MTL and reports his findings in 
this months Roundel. Yale raves about 
its cold weather performance. The hard 
shifting so common to BMW's in Bos
ton's bitter winters is a thing of the past 
with MTL. (We cannot verify that first 
hand, since our gearbox has never 
been a hard shifter; and, besides, it 
never really gets cold enough in Seattle 
to check that out.) Yale also points out 
that Ray Korman has been using Red 
Line Products (they also make syn
thetic motor oil, differential oil, fuel 
injector cleaner, lead substitute, etc.) 
in his racing BMW's for years. 

For more information: 
Red Line Synthetic Oil Corp. 
3450 Pacheco Blvd. 
Martinez, CA 94553 
(415) 228-7576 



Tu,n You, 32Se1s2ae 
Into a 6,000 '-P.111. 
Po,s~J,e Eote,11 

Th;,;, ;1 follu, "good" ;1 getS! A •eal 40% hp;"'""' ETA 
'"""~•n w;th all the p;,,., ""fully th'"oht '"' and put '""'"'" 

<"*.~r.li;;,'3271 PERFORMilNCE KIT The kit consists of: 

- l high performance camshaft 

- 12 dual valve springs, for higher rev range 
- l reprogrammed Motronic computer 

- l 7,0oo rpm tach face to rep/ace stock 5,000 rpm unit 

o,, k;, ""'"'' """' • "'""""'"" Monoo;e• ""'"" "" ""'•• • 6,0DO ""' "' m,,;t, but "'" ;"''""fly h" • ~ tailored to our camshaft. -...0.:: 

$995* (With computer exchange). 
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A OMd ''"' to"'"· Mod;fOd foe/"'";,,,,,,., d,;.,,b;llty "' '" formance. Stock rev limit. 

$150. "''"'"'" '•• 327; ,,, ·•~Id ..... ''"" •• ""'"'' i~i~~?ftfJ~~~r~i~~~~~~~~i@'t.~w 
VELOZ 
CAR COMPUTERS 

PM AUTO 
206-426-6486 

·1nrroducroty price for club members. 

Prices Will increase 25%. 

'Motronic is a registered trademark 

of Robert Bosch, Inc. 

Nor legal for pollution controlled 

cars in California. 

/il!!Pti 
l'll1iiiiilf 

20Sth & Aurora 
P.O. Box 220 

Edmonds, WA 98020 
(206) 778-1131 
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I'm the pro at the Firestone Performance 
Pro Shop. I'm no fake. I'm a car enthusiast 
like you. So you' re not going to hear any 
double talk . Or wimpy answers. 

To back up my knowledge and experience 
Firestone has put me through intense train
ing on the latest tire and service technology. 
And you should see my place. It's stocked 
with serious performance products. The 
best names in the business like Pirelli, 
Bosch , Moog, Firestone , Bilstein and 
Yokohama. 

"Controlling a performance car with the 
wrong tires is like running a marathon in 
high heels'.' ~ ~Y 

l1AELLI - YOKOHAMA FIREHRU/lf 
?# 

If you demand top road performance and 
maximum handling capabilities, I'm the guy 
to see. My Pro Shop stocks Firestone 
Firehawks , Pirelli and Yokohama tires in 
H-and V-speed ratings~ 

"My custom wheels offer the ultimate in 
performance and styling'.' 

I stock Enkei and Progressive, along with 
other top-quality names that are SEMA
approved. Come in and check them out. 
They' re available in 13, 14, 15 and 16 inch 
sizes. Also, check out how I mount them. I 
use European-style equipment for crack
proof, mar-proof wheel mounting. 

"The Firestone Performance Pro Shop is 
my shop and yours'.' 

You're a special driver. You own a 
special car. So you need a serious tire, 
wheel and shock package. You also need a 
guy you can talk to. And trust. I'm your 
man. Stop in grill me. I think you'll like 
what you hear. 

For the Pro Shop nearest you , call 
1-800-847 ·3776. 

Seattle Southcenter 
215 Andover Park West 
248-3062 

Mill Creek 
1012 - 164th Street S.E. 
742-1790 

Tacoma Mall 
211 Tacoma Mall 
473-4740 

Woodinville 
13818 N.E. 175th St. 
486-2891 

Everett 
8130 Evergreen Way 
348-3000 

Redmond 
18014 Redmond Way 
883-6551 

•Ask for Firesfone·s speed rating and ti re safety information 
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BRIDGESTONE 
Offer BMW Club members 
demonstrator RE71 tires in 13" and 
14" sizes. These tires will be 
available for testing at the March 
26 driving school. Testing at other 
times can be arranged by 
contacting Joe Stubblefield at PST. 
Try these outstanding Bridgestone 
Tires before you purchase your 
next set! 

*Your Puget Sound Region 
connection for specialized 
tire and wheel needs 

* Competitive prices 
* Knowledgeable staff 
*Featuring Yokohama, 

Bridgestone, 
Goodyear, Pirelli, Michelin, 
Fulda &.. more 

* Front-end alignment Free 
with purchase of any set of 
performance tires 

* $1,000 instant credit ( OAC) 
*BMW ACA's first choice in 

performance tires &.. wheels 

I 101 Pacific Hwy S., Seattle, WA 98168 

(206) 763-1273 
Ask for Joe Stubblefield 

PUGET SOUND TIRE 

GENUINE $ 
AUSTRALIAN HEEPSKIN SEATCOVERS 

Northwest's Largest Selection 
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

Wraparounds 
Full wraparound with matching 
stretch back. Large assortment 

of colors. Priced from. 

$49.95 TO $79.95 ea. 

Double Caps 
100% Sheepskin for 

European styled seats. 
Unsurpassed quality. 

$69.95 TO $129.95 ea. 

Tailormade 
100% Sheepskin made 1o 

order by year, make, model. 
A glove like fit guaranteed. 

$339.95 TO $459.95 ea. 

• AUTO NOSE MASKS (BRAS) • CUSTOM CAR COVERS 
•CUSTOM FLOOR MATS• LEATHER DRIVING ACCESSORIES 

~ ~ltilEr=V~l\llN ~lfA\lflli()N ~ 
YOUR SHEEPSKIN SPECIALIST 

SEATTLE 367-8383 LYNNWOOD 771·5353 
13721 Lake City Way N.E. 19725 Hiway 99 

Lake City Just South of 196th 

BELLEVUE 644-4343 FEDERAL WAY 941-0052 
14230 N.E. 201h 1706 s. 320th 

Across from Ross Plaza SeaTac Village, Near Ernst 

BURIEN 241 -7373 TACOMA 472-3175 
121S.W. 152nd 501 5 Tacoma Mall Blvd. 

'h Block West of 1st. S. Just South of Chuck-E-Cheese's 

SOUTHCENTER 575-1968 
16425 Southcenter Pkwy. 

~~~~fires PLUS--
Discounters of 

HIGH 
PERFORMANCE 

TIRES 6 WHEELS 
PRICI: 
Low Discount Prices. 
HLICTIONi Over 4,000 
tires in stock - Pirelli, 
Goodyear, Yokohama, 
Bridgestone, Michelin, 

B. F. Goodrich, and Cooper. 
SIRVICli Friendly, informed sales people; 
Fiii tire mounting using European Tire 
Machines forTouchless Mag Wheel Mounting. 
All wheels are hand torqued to manufacturer's 

specs. ~'~'~) · 
t .. '-\; ~·~~,---...it 

t .. ~i&~\. 12540 N.E. 124th Street 
-~J Kirkland (Totem Lake) 

~ ~~~\,1l$1.000 instant credit plan !.~w1h ~!!!! 



IRDC vs. BMWACA 
A Comparison of Driving Schools 

This magazine is becoming a valua
ble resource for the BMW owner con
cerned with getting the most and best 
for his dollar. Last month it was a 
comparison of the Yugo, Hyundai, 
and BMW M3. This month we con
tinue this reader service with a compar
ison of two local performance driving 
schools. 

The International Race Drivers Club 
sponsors a series of amateur auto races 
in the Pacific Northwest. The "Inter
national" part of the moniker is derived 
from occasional forays to B.C. A local 
rival to the national Sports Car Club 
of America, the IRDC provides many 
similar services, but offers more for the 
novice driver. Among their events is a 
high-performance driving school held 
annually at Seattle International Race
way. The school is a one-day session 
held in the spring, prior to the racing 
season, and although geared toward 
the person interested in amateur rac
ing, it is open to any licensed driver 
with an interest in becoming a more 
competent pilot of his vehicle . 

The Puget Sound Chapter of the 
BMW Automobile Club of America 
provides a high performance driving 
school for its members only, although 
members of affiliate organizations may 
participate if space is available. The 
site is S.I. R ., the class is provided twice 
a year, once in the spring and once in 
the fa ll , and is usually two days long. 
It, too, is geared toward novice drivers, 
although there have been rumors that 
a separate section for advanced drivers 
may be formed in future events. Few of 
the participants are future amateur 
racers. They are merely drivers with a 
desire to improve their skills, to more 
competently and precisely handle the 
thoroughbreds they own. 

The author, a veteran of four 
BMWACA driving schools, had an 
opportunity to attend an IRDC school 
two years ago when a scheduling con
flict prevented attendance at the BMW 
function. How do the schools com
pare? Surprisingly, they are very sim-

by Tom Cox 

ilar in format, and impart much of the 
same knowledge. 

The foremost concern of both organ
izations is safety. To this end, both 
have a ground school, at which attend
ance is mandatory, a few days before 
the actual track experience. This ses
sion is used to discuss theo ry of driving 
skills (as in most sports, a thorough 
theoretical understanding of the sport 
is the most important skill to gain); to 
discuss rules and regulations for the 
track day; and to familiarize partici
pants with the layout of the track, and 
what areas may pose safety hazards to 
the unaware driver. Both classes em
phasize that the school is not a race 
session, that cars are not allowed to 
approach each other closely, and there 
are strict rules restricting passing of 
other vehicles. In both schools, break
ing the rules is grounds for immediate 
dismissal. 

The content of the ground school 
sessions is about the same. Quality is 
heavily dependent upon the teaching 
ability of the instructor, which will 

vary from year to year. For the last 
several years, the BMWACA has been 
fortunate to have Byron Sanborn, a 
top-caliber local race driver and long
time club member, lead the ground 
school. His presentations are clear, 
precise, and articulate, while impart
ing a sense of fun that was absent from 
the IRDC presentation. So for the 
ground school the nod , by a small 
margin, goes to the BMW ACA. 

Again in the interest of safety, both 
organizations run the participants' cars 
through a technical inspection. In both 
schools, it is not important how fast 
your car can go. I have seen underpo
wered examples (and brought one 
myself) at both events. The concern is 
whether your car may cause a hazard 
to yourself and others, so all cars are 
checked for potential problems that 
can occur at high speeds. Both schools. 
check that tires are adequate for track 
speeds, and that there are no loose 
objects or potential points of mechani
cal failure in the engine compartment. 
The BMW ACA raises each car to 
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check undercarriage, suspension, and 
wheel bearings. The IRDC encour
aged participants at the ground school 
to check those items they would not 
have time to check. 

The most striking difference is the 
amount of thought that had been given 
the scheduling of this task. The 
BMW ACA inspects your car while 
you are being entertained and edu
cated by Messrs . Sanborn et al, and 
each participant is given a checklist of 
items that need attention when the car 
is picked up after the ground school. 
This gives the participant time (usually 
about 10 days) to correct any problems 
before track session. It also reduces the 
inspection at the track to checking tire 
pressure and making sure all loose 
objects have been removed from the 
passenger compartment. The IRDC 
does all inspections at the track on the 
day of the class, which leaves no time 
to correct problems found, and proba
bly means that marginal problem cars 
are more likely to be permitted to par
ticipate. And, of course, extra time 
spent on inspection comes out of the 
time you, the driver, spend behind the 
wheel. This is one aspect of the event 
where the IRDC (and , I suspect, many 
other driving schools in the nation) 
could learn from the BMWACA. 

What happens at the track after the 
inspections? In the IRDC all partici
pants were run as a single group through 
a slalom, a collision avoidance man
euver drill, walked the track, were 
given exhibits of the correct line through 
the track by as driven by 3 race drivers 
(as students watched from the side
lines), and then drove the track with at 
least 3 different instructors before being 
allowed to solo. 

The BMW ACA breaks participants 
into small groups, each of which prac
tices on a skid pad, slalom, collision 
avoidance, heel and toe downshift and 
weight transition drills. In a two-day 
course an autocross is often tossed in 
to combine all skills learned into one 
tight practice session. Although they 
are encouraged to practice driving the 
full track with more than one instruc
tor, participants have one "homeroom" 
instructor for the session, who must 
sign their log book before they are 
allowed to solo. 

RNR Automotive Refinishing, Incorporated 
Where Quality is the Difference . 

N~ svsems 
Unibody / Frame Repair 
LA SER ACCURACY 

10% DISCOUNT TO ALL 
BMW CLUB MEMBERS 

Richard Scott 

IMPORT SPECIALISTS 

COLOR MATCH GUARANTEE 

INSURANCE WORK 

Again, the content is very similar. 
The collision avoidance drill was being 
used for the first time bv the IR DC 
when I attended. Lane change signals 
were made by an instructor on the 
flagging tower. It added an extra ele
ment of challenge to pick up a signal at 
10 o'clock and 15 feet off the ground, 
then return attention to straight ahead 
to find a route through the cones. A lot 
of time was spent replacing the cones, 
and valuable time for driving expe
rience was lost. As a result the drill was 
not well received (after all, collision 
avoidance usually means responding 
to events in the cars path, not out the 
drivers' window) and it may not be 
used again by the IRDC. 

The skid pad is probably the event 
most BMW ACA participants like best 
of the individual station drills , and one 
that always ends too soon. It provides 
insight into what happens beyond the 
normal handling limits of your car that 
cannot be experienced anywhere else 

Evans Industrial Park 

1508-128th Pl. N.E. 
Bellevue, WA 98005 

453-2898 



on the track without danger to yourself 
and your car's all to precious 
sheetmetal. 

I had expected the IRDC to be more 
formal and organized than the 
BMW ACA , and, to my surprise, found 
the opposite to be true. The smaller 
groups used by the BMW ACA allow 
them to run more people through more 
drills , providing much more "behind 
the wheel" time for each participant. 
Also, riding the correct line as a pas
senger in an instructor-piloted car 
imparts far more information than 
watching an instructor from the 
bleachers. 

In teaching the line, the BMWACA 
has a distinct advantage over the IRDC. 
All BMW s handle similarly, and would 
drive approximately the same optimal 
line through the track . The IRDC par-

fl~ 51H11" ~CA!ClCAllS 

B lmmers 

Qnly 

11102 3rdPLACE WEST 
£Y£R£TT WA 98208 

(2061 713-2002 

ticipant's car may have front or rear 
wheel drive, may be stock, be a quali
fied stock racer, or a formula racer. All 
would take different lines through the 
course. And all instructors taught a 
different line through the course. Some 
advocated trail braking, others were 
adamant that it not be used. This 
diversity of instruction, while fascinat
ing to a potential racer, would be frus 
trating and bewildering to a novice , so 
the BMW ACA approach of one in
structor for the whole course works 
well. In the IRDC course, be sure to 
corner an instructor with a good repu
tation who drives a car most like yours , 
and take his instruction more seriously 
than the rest. 

All of the IRDC instructors are cur
rently active racing drivers. In the 
BMW ACA class, a few are , but most 
are merely experienced track drivers . 
The IRDC instructors tend to offer 
more specific suggestions during the 
in-car sessions, but their strategies are 
often oriented toward racing in spe
cific, and are sometimes not applicable 
toward the environment at BMWACA 
open track. The ability to drive does 
not carry with it the ability to instruct, 
and since both organizations use volun
teers, not professional instructors, the 
quality is about the same, with a slight 
edge going to the IRDC for the aggres
sive dispensing of advice. 

... •• 

Upon successful completion of the 
IRDC course, each participant gets an 
impressive diploma and the right to 
participate in regional amateur novice 
races . Given the amount of time spent 
behind the wheel during the school, an 
early season novice race must be a 
pretty scary place to be. 

Once a BMW ACA student has 
achieved Level I skills, their log book is 
signed by a qualified instructor. This 
almost always takes two or more 
schools to achieve. This confers the 
right to drive solo at future BMW 
ACA track events with the Level I 
group. And even then, you don't get to 
race. But you can have a heck of a lot 
of fun while practicing skills learned at 
the school without fear of damaging 
your cars skin . 

If you are rnterested in amateur rac
ing, the IRDC course is a prerequisite. 
Try it, and let us know what you think. 
In my opinion , graduates of the 
BMW ACA school receive more artic
ulate instruction, participate in a bet
ter equipped and organized school , 
receive more "hands-on" experience 
for their time and money, and, as a 
result, are better prepared for track 
driving. 

• • 
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Classified 
Marketplace 

FOR SALE: New Mahle pistons, .020" 
over, for 2500 , 2800 , 86.415mm, 
$300/ set. New shop manual for '80 
320i, 4-ring binder, $75. Getrag 4-
speed conversion for Bavaria complete, 
$700 plus shipping. Ron Woodruff, 
(206) 696-2979. 

FOR SALE: '75 3.0 CSi, white / tan 
leather, mint, 85k (25k on factory new 
motor). New: Bilsteins, clutch, leather, 
AC, P7 225 / 55 , paint. Alpine stereo. 
$16k. Joerg Gromotka, ( 408) 739-3987 
(CA). 

WANTED: Two MSW type IV 15 X 7 
finned alloy wheels. Ron Woodruff, 
(206) 696-2979. 

FO_R SALE: '77 320i, Carter paint, ST 
spnngs and adjustable bars, 14" Centra 
wheels, Bilsteins, sunroof, sport wheel, 
new Magnolia Hi-Fi stereo sy•tem 
negotiable, still a beautiful car, $4750. 
Denny Organ, 767-8896 (days) . 

For Sale: almost new BMW 325i alloy 
wheels, 4 wheels at super bargains. 
Call me for more information. 367-3822. 

FOR SALE: 1974 2002. Midnight blue, 
grey interior; Weber carb ., Club cam., 
sunroof, alpine stereo, sheepskins, no 
rust! Excellent body and interior, runs 
very strong. Extra rims w / studs. $3500. 
Barry 328- l 034. 

So you want to race?? Here's the per
fect beginners package: Datsun 51 O 
sedan. SCCA and ICSCC (Confer
ence) production class road racer. Clean 
and beautifully prepared red w / 3 color 
accent; 12-6xl3" rims; tons of extras. 
This car is ready to race with your 
choice of tires. Comes with 1974 Dodge 
Yi T Y8-auto. tow van and J 2xl6' pole
tarp garage for $4600. Race car separ
ately $3500 o.b.o. Barry 328-1034. 

For Sale: 2002tii fuel injection pump, 
$375. · Joseph, 789-5408 (eves.), 656-
5886 (days). 

FOR SALE: Race car, Datsun 510. 
Fun, fast, competitive, beautiful , well 
prepared. Fully instrumented, comp. 
driver's seat , 8 6" mags w / race tires, 
tow bar, loads of new and used spare 
parts. Licensed and street legal. H
production or SCCA CP-3 prepared . 
Bullet proof, inexpensive, reliable , 
dialed-in road racer. Only $3600/ obo. 
Barry, 328-0134. 

FOR SALE: New Bilstein shocks for 
630CSi (10 / 77-9/ 82), will fit Bavaria 
and 3.0CS with Bilstein 7mm spacer. 
P36-229 HD front, B46-802 HD rear, 
$80 each (plus shipping); P36-229 HD 
front, B46-802 HD rear, $80 each (plus 
shipping). 3.0L and 2.8L rebuilt short
blocks , $1600 plus shipping. Ron 
Woodruff, (206) 696-2979. 
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BMW 
PARTS 

SERVICE 

823-1212 
Gordon Kortlever 

C3MW Specialist 
Pete Jackson 

Service Consultant 

Ultimate Service for the 
Ultimate Driving Machine 
13635 N. E. 126th Place 
Kirkland, WA 98034 
Telephone {206) 823-1212 

FOR SALE: For 2002, four Supa 
Nova alloy wheels, 5 Yi X 13, with 
185 /70 X 13 P77 Pirelli's, 7/ 32 tread 
depth. $250. Mariss, 935-1819 (eves.) . 

For Sale: 1982 BMW 635csi, red / 
black, SR, BBS wheels, new Michel
ins, leather Recaros, no air, 78,000 
miles, 5 speed , $20,500. Beautiful car 
624-2521 ' 

318i Parts For Sale: Exhaust Catalytic 
Convertor new $350, Muffler Tailpipe 
new $175, Alternator $150, Tail light 
lens $30, Misc!. Chris (206) 226-9478. 
Leave message. 

For Sale: '69 2002, California bill of 
sa~e only. Parts alone worth the asking 
pnce of $!000. Rebuilt motor, good 
trans. Would run but clutch is blown. 
Front end sheet metal is new as are low 
back seats front and rear. Call Mike at 
330-2826 after 5 in Centralia. Car can 
be seen in Tacoma. 

320i Weber Sale! Since 1979, JAM 
Engineering Corporation has provided 
the "Best By Design" Weber and Hol
ley carburetor conversion packages 
availab le. We are now introducing our 
320i Weber downdraft kit for an unbe
lievably low price! Rep lacing the fuel 
injection on the '77 thru '79 320i this 
package includes manifold , linkage and 
all hardware necessary to make the 
conversion retaining all pollution con
trols! Continuing to deliver our pro
duct in the most dependable and cour
teous manner, JAM has added Extra 
Real, Live (no recordings!) , Custome; 
Service People for your convenience. 
Give us a call at 1-800-431-3533 (USA) 
or l-800-JAM-CORP (CA), we're here 
to help! 



CLUB 
DISCOUNTS 

Alan BMW 
BMW Seattle 

Hahn BMW (Yakima) 
BMW Northwest, Inc. 
German Autowerke 
TNT 

Bap-Geon of Seattle 
Bap-Geon of Tacoma 
AAA Fire and Safety 
Greenlake I-Hour Photo 
Performance Apex 

Car-Fi Auto Stereo 

Puget Sound Tire 

Champion Cellars 

JAM Engineering 

Shaw & Associates, CPA 
Eastside Autotech 
Walt's Radiator & Muffler 

Minit-Lube 
Collision Craft, Ltd. 
Bimmers Only 

Bavarian Motor Sports 

RNR Automotive Refinishing 

German Car Specialists 
Jessica N. Greenway, 

Financial Planner 
Sheepskin Station 

Ackley Motor Werkes 
1-90 Auto Center 
Squeeky Clean Car Wash 

The following businesses extend price 
discounts to BMW ACA Puget Sound 
Region members. This is by far the most 
extensive discount list offered to any 
regional automobile club in the country. 
Anyone who owns or drives a BMW will 

save many times the $25 annual member
ship by patronizing these busineses. 

Members should show your 
membership cards before your purchase 
transaction . Some discounts may not 
apply on credit card sales . 

I 0% on parts and service (2 1420 Hi way 99 , Edmonds, 77 1-7 100). 
I 0% on parts and serv ice (714 E. Pike St. , Seattle , 328-8787 - sales , 328-2300 - service, 328-
7788 - parts). 
15% on parts and service ( 120 I S. I st St. , Yakima 1-509-453-9 17 1) . 
10% on parts (75th and Bridgeport Way, Tacoma , 473-32 12) . 
20% on parts and service, open Saturdays (21619 F Highway 99 , Lynnwood, 778-6844). 
25% (or more on larger orders) discount on parts and accessories (6717 Roosevelt Way N .E., 
Seattle , 524-5151 ). 
20% discount on parts and accessories ( 1325 E. Madison Street, Seattle , 322-4366). 
I 0% discount on parts and accessories (5002 S. Washington Street , Tacoma , 475-9421 ). 
Wholesale prices on Halon fire extinguishers (30 I 3-3rd Avenue North, Seattle , 284-172 1 ) . 
10% discount to club members (6806 East Greenlake Way North , Seattle , 525-6806). 
20% discount on Prima Flow exhaust systems in stock , 15% discount on special orders ( 410 
Sunset Blvd. N. , Renton , 226-5955) . 
15% discount on stereos, alarms, detectors ( 16724 Aurora Ave . N., Seattle , 542-2139; 13620 
1st Ave. S ., Seattle , 244- 1662). 
Featuring Yokohama A008 & AOOIR, 10% discount (110 11 Pacific Hwy . South, Seattle, 
763-2819). 
I 0% discount on single bottles and 15 % discount on mixed cases of wine (I 08 Denny Way, 
Seattle, 284-8306). 
I 0% discount on Weber carburetor replacement kits (POB 2570, Monterey , CA , 1-800-431-
3533). 
I 0% di scount to club members (200 I Western Ave . , Suite 440, Seattle, 44 1-4039). 
15% discount on all repair work (9145 Wil lows Road , Redmond, 883-2073). 
20% discount on all parts and labor, members must pick up a group di scount card from a 
board member ( 18 locations, ca ll 682-3784). 
10% discount , 16 locations , oil analysis avai lab le (regional office, 527-5200) . 
15% discount on deductible for club members (9 125 Wi ll ows Road , Redmond , 883-8556). 
I 0-40% on Parts & Service, Free set-back of Service Interval Lights, 3 miles N. W . of Mill 
Creek (14102 3rd Place West, Everett , 743-2002). 
10% discount on Alpina as wel l as routine maintenance parts and accessories , free technical 
adv ice (18 12 Reliance Parkway , Suite A, Bedford, Texas , 1-800-ALPINA-I). 
I 0% discount on all body repair and painti ng services ( 1508 - I 28th Pl. N .E., Bellevue , 453-
2898). 
15 % discount on parts only ( 12408 S.E. 38th, Bellevue , 644-7770). 
Complimentary consultation to BMWACA members (605 First Ave . , Mutual Life Bldg., 
Suite 505, Seattle , 292-8483). 
15% discount off list price on all seat covers, 7 locations (Seattle store, 1372 1 Lake City Way 
NE, 367-8383). 
I 0% on parts and service ( I 9623-24th Ave. W. #7, Lynnwood, 672-1466) . 
15% on labor, 10% on parts, 80 N.E. Gi lman Blvd. , Issaquah , 391 -CARS . 
10% on all services. All cloth system , no top brush, no fini sh damage (4 111 N.E . 4th St. , 
Renton Highlands, 255-41 11 ). 
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Editorial 
Aired: January 21 and 22, 1988 
byKIRO 

Speed Limit 

I'm John Lippman for the Editorial 
Board of KIRO . 

Speed limits went up last May along 
some of the nation 's freeways . And 
with it the number of deaths . 

K IRO has long editorialized against 
the sixty-five mile speed limit. And we 
think the fatality rate supports our 
stand . 

During the first three months that 
the new sixty-five mile speed limit was 
in effect, traffic deaths on so called 
rural freeways in the U.S. increased by 
fifty-two percent. 

Now, Congress is considering allow
ing the states to raise the speed limit to 
sixty-five on other state-owned high
ways. 

KIRO thinks that would be a mis
take. The increase in deaths and injur
ies on the nation 's highways is unac
ceptable. Further relaxing the rules 
would only compound the error. 

John Lippman 
c/ o KTRO TV News 
2807 3rd Ave. 
Seattle, WA 98121 

Sir: 
I saw your Jan. 21 editorial on 

KTRO TV regarding the ongoing car
nage taking place on our nation's 
highways because of the excessive 
speeds you attributed to the increase of 
rural Interstate highway speed limits 
to 65 MPH. I found your viewpoint to 
be an interesting one and I am com
pelled to respond to what you said. 

.,, " 

• 

First of all, I think it should be 
pointed out that the statistic you quoted 
was put out by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA). What you did not point out 
was that the 52% increase in fatalities 
was not merely on the stretches of 
Interstate where the speed limits were 
increased , but rather for all of the 
Interstates within the states that chose 
to raise their speed limits. There were 
several other factors in the study that 
also tend to reduce the overall validity 
of the statistic you quoted , but I think 
you understand what I mean. 

Mr. Lippman, keeping the speed 
limit at 55 MPH will not make the 
public highways any safer. On the con
trary , it will only serve to accelerate the 
decline of the already generally poor 
driving skills and attitudes of the 
American public. Despite what 
NHTSA, and the Insurance Institute 
for Highway Safety, may tell us , the 
Interstates were safer before the impo
sition of the 55 MPH than they have 
been for the past couple of years . The 
highway death rates dropped with the 
advent of the 55 MPH speed limit 
(imposed for energy conservation, not 
safety) only because total highway 
miles driven dropped approximately 
25% due to the rapidly escalating price 
of fuel and manipulation of its supply. 

Before the imposition of the 55 
MPH speed limit you did not see 
things such as applying make-up, read
ing, brushing teeth, operating lap-top 
computers or talking on telephones on 
the Interstates. You also did not see 
nearly as many obviously mechani
cally unsafe automobiles on the road . 

If you truly care about safer high
ways, I would suggest that your time 
might be better used to advocate vehi
cle safety, quality driver education, 
and recognition of the fact that driving 
is a privilege, not a right. As long as the 

requirements for a drivers license are 
20 / 100 to 20 / 200 vision and knowing 
how to parallel park, the streets and 
highways will continue to be the death 
traps you think they are. 

In short, Mr. Lippman, if you want 
safer highways, address the real prob
lems out there instead of being just 
another mouthpiece for the Naderites , 
the multi-billion dollar insurance in
dustry , and the big-brother faction in 
our government. 

In closing, sir, I will add that while I 
do not expect you to acknowledge this 
letter on the air, I am very interested in 
your personal response. 

Thankfully and Expectantly Yours , 
Bob Paisley 

Bob Paisley P.O. Box 643 
Bellevue, WA 98009 

Dear Mr. Paisley: 

Thank you for your recent letter 
regarding our editorial on the 65 mile 
speed limit. We enjoy hearing from our 
listeners whether they agree with us or 
not. 

While we are impressed with your 
arguments , we stand by our editorial. 
The statistics we cited about the 52% 
increase in fatalities are just too con
vmcmg. 

We agree there are factors other 
than speed limit which contribute to 
fatal accidents . But as long as- human 
error is a consideration, it makes sense 
to us that speeds on all the nation's 
freeways be limited to 55 miles per 
hour. 

Thanks again for writing us about 
our editorials. 

Sincerely, 
John Lippman 

Executive Vice President 



1-90 ~UTCCENTER 
~ INC 

Service • Sales • Rentals 

Terry Flanagan and Byron Sanborn invite you to visit the Northwest's newest full 
service automotive facility. 

Specializing in BMW and other fine European Imports, up to date factory trained 
technicians, ASE certified. 

Complete repair services available from scheduled maintenance to full rebuilds. 

Performance tuning available - the Northwest's most successful BMW race 
team will develop a package to meet your individual driving requirements. 

80 N.E. GILMAN BLVD. (NEXTTOTHEXXXDRIVE-IN) ISSAQUAH 391-CARS 
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~ 
FOR THE REPAIR OF AUTOMOBILES 

WITH UNITIZED BODY CONSTRUCTION 

Car.o.liner 
This state-of-the-art alignment tool 
will let us bring your unibody car 
back to exact factory specifications 

AUDI - BMW - FIAT - HONDA - MAZDA - MERCEDES-BENZ - NISSAN 

PEUGEOT - PORSCHE - SUBARU - TOYOTA- VOLKSWAGEN - VOLVO 

883-1323 
7927159th Place N.E., Redmond, WA 



ALAN BMW SAAB, INC. 21420 ·Highway 99, Edmonds, WA 98020 
(206) 771-7100 or 625-9282 

BMWACA 
Puget Sound Region 
P.O. Box 1259 
BeUevue, WA 98009 

Parts 1-800-243-2002 (WA) and 1-800-426-3066 (U.S.) 
Same day parts shipment on orders received by 1 :00 p.m. 

SECOND CLASS 
POSTAGE 

PAID 
Seattle, WA 


