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INTRODUCING safety syste.m is automatically deplo~ed: 

S G 
Hydraulic bumpers absorb a portion THE RE•DE I NED, of the impact energy. A system of "crush 

RE•CALIBn ... ED tubes" absorbs yet more. The seat belts 
ftMI 'I tighten their grip. Three sensors trigger RE-ENGINEERED, the drive.r's-side airbag. Interior lights are 

RE INVENTED automatically turned on and the doors 
• are unlocked, to assist in escape or rescue. 

BMW 3-SERIES. THE LOW COST OF OWNERSHIP 

Fifteen years ago, BMW introduced 
the 3-Series sports sedan, capturing the 
imagination of drivers all over the world. 

Now, we present a dramatically new 
3-Series: the 325i. It's a car that not only 
embodies BMW's traditional passion for 
driving, but offers an entire set of more 
practical-minded virtues: namely safety, 
durability and ease of maintenance. 

A SAFE CAR NEEDN'T 
BE A BORING ONE. 

The new 325i is built on the premise 
that your best defense on the highways 
is a car that can help you avoid accidents 
in the first place. 

Thus, its firm grip of the road, quick 
acceleration, responsive steering and ad
vanced antilock brakes. 

The 325i is also quite prepared for 
that which you cannot avoid. In a frontal 
impact, for example, an impact-activated 

At the heart of the 325i is a 189-hp, 
24-valve engine that is so sophisticated, 
it requires little regular maintenance be
yond changing oil, filters and plugs. 

Its advanced diagnostics allow the 
BMW technician to "replay" past engine 
events and pinpoint problems that are 
difficult to observe. Or even describe. 

And to protect against unexpected 
expenses, the 325i sedan comes with 
BMW's four-year/50,000-mile bumper
to-bumper warranty,* as well as a Road
side Assistance plan you can call upon 
any day, on every road in the U .S.A~* 

Call 800-334-4BMW if you'd like to 
receive literature on the new 3-Series, 
or be connected to your nearest BMW 
dealer. And take a test drive. You'll find 
that the 325i not only raises o 
the standard for the sports 
sedan. It re-defines the class. 
THE ULTIMATE DRMNG MACHINE: 
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Big Fun 
On Little Wheels 
Over 1 ,200 Different 
Die-Cast Cars incl: 

• Burago • Gama 
• Brooklin • Match Box 
•Precision •Rex Toys 
• Salido • Vitesse 
• Polistil •Rio 
• Herpa •Praline 
•Brumm • Verem 
• Eligor and many more 

Over 2,500 Motor Books. 
Also Video Tapes, T-Shirts, 

Lie. Plate Frames, etc. 

2020 148th NE., 
Bellevue/Redmond 

(Next to Sears) 

562-1800 

lendar 
August 17 Driving School at PIR sponsored by the Portland chapter. 

Call Driving Events Chairman Gary Parr for information. 

August 28 Wednesday Nighter at SIR. Come on out for a hot August 
night and get your "yeah-yeahs" out. See small article in this 
issue for details. 

September 7-8 Eastern Washington Wine Tour. To the Yakima Valley and 
beyond, led by Tom Williams. 

September 21 Second Annual Overtake Fashion Plaza/ Auto Gear Classic 
Car Show. Call President Bill Muse for information. 

October 19 High Performance Driving School at Seattle International 
Raceway. Our only full driving school this year, so don't 
miss it. More info and an entry form next month. 

Wednesday Nighter At SIR 
Here's your chance to get out and 

drive some hot laps at SIR. This is a 
great opportunity to practice and 
sharpen the skills you learned in the 
driving schools. There will be plenty of 
track time and we 'II have a few instruc
tors available. This evening will be 
limited to experienced drivers only, so 
don't forget to bring your log book 
with your level 1 sign-off. 

We have also invited the Alfa-Romeo 
and Porsche clubs to join us . We have 
a 50 car limit and spaces are filling fast 

so don't wait to sign up. The pre
register cost is $40 per car / driver and 
$10 for each additional driver. The day 
of the event the cost will be $55 per 
car / driver. Deadline for pre-registers 
is August 23rd. Contact Gary Parr 
922-4378 days and 472-4505 evenings 
to get signed up . The date will be 
August 28th and we hope to get started 
with tech inspection around 4:00 and 
run until dusk. Don't forget to bring 
your helmet and we'll see you Wednes
day. 

- Gary Parr 

RNR Automotive Refinishing. Incorporated 
Where Quality is !he Difference . 

N~ svsems 
Unibody/Frame Repair 
LASER ACCURACY 

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 

Richard Scott 

IMPORT SPECIALISTS 

COLOR MATCH GUARANTEE 

INSURANCE WORK 

Evans Industrial Park 

1508-128th Pl. N.E. 
Bellevue, WA 98005 

453-2898 



Wine Tour To Feature Visits To 
Award-Winning Wineries 

The Club wine tour to eastern Wash
ington September 7-8 will showcase 
the accomplishments of several of the 
state's renowned winemakers. If you 
have any interest in wine, this is the 
tour for you. An enjoyment of driving 
helps a bit as well. 

Our primary goal is to visit the 
Walla Walla area, whose wineries will 
be having their semi-annual open house 
during our visit. Two wineries are on 
the "must stop" list: Leonetti Cellars 
and Woodward Canyon. Red-wine lov
ers take note: both of these wineries 
have achieved nationwide fame for 
their red wines. It will be a real treat to 
taste these wines back-to-back and 
compare them. 

Lest those preferring white wine feel 
neglected, rest assured that an incredi
ble assortment of white wines will be 
available for your tasting enjoyment at 
various times and places during the 
weekend , including the aforementioned 
Woodward Canyon. So don't stay home 
on the mistaken notion this is a red
wine only expedition: it's not. 

In addition to Leonetti and Wood
ward Canyon, there are several other 
wineries in the Walla Walla which we 
will visit, time permitting. Two of them 
are W aterbrook and the impishly 
named L 'Ecole 41. 

While the Walla Walla area will be 
one of the tour's high points, it cer
tainly won't be the only place we plan 
to visit. Wineries in the Tri-Cities and 
Upper and Lower Yakima Valley also 
beckon, and we will drop in on several 
of those as well. 

One thing I'd like to emphasize is 
that we will not be on a set schedule. 
While by Napa standards Washing
ton's wine country seems deserted, on 
late summer and early fall weekends 
some wineries can be busy, so it might 
take us a bit longer than expected at 
any given stop . The focus will be on 
fun and relaxation, not on how many 
wineries we get to. (With luck, how
ever, getting to the wineries will be half 
the fun!) 

Now, on to the details of the tour 

by Tom Williams 

itself. Meet at the convenience store on 
the Preston-Fall City road (just off 1-
90, exit 22) on the morning of the 7th. 
We'll leave there at 8:00 AM and head 
over Snoqualmie Pass, then south on 
I-82. After a brief stop in Yakima for 
gas and picnic stuff, we'll continue 
down the Valley into the heart of the 
wine country. Our destination is Walla 
Walla, where the area wineries will be 
having aforementioned semi-annual 
open house. On the way, we'll stop and 
visit a winery or two, and have a picnic. 

Getting to and touring some of the 
wineries will probably take most of 
Saturday. Dinner and overnight will 
be in the Walla Walla area. On Sun
day, after breakfast, we'll head back, 
stopping at several wineries en route, 

having an afternoon lunch along the 
way, before heading back to the Seat
tle area. 

Please let me know (283-1056) if you 
plan to go on the tour. We'll have a 
group dinner Saturday night and it 
would be helpful if we could give the 
restaurant an approximate count in 
advance. As for accomodations, The 
Best Western Pony Soldier (509-529-
4360) is the place I have been suggest
ing to those expressing interest in the 
tour. Having never stayed there, bear 
in mind that this is a suggestion, not a 
recommendation. 

Feel free to give me a call if you have 
any questions about the tour; I'll be 
glad to answer them and send a rough 
itinerary if you like. 

Zymtil is the worlds first and only completely 
Natural Car Care System. 

• 100% Natural Ingredients 
• No Petrochemicals, silicones 

or abrasive compounds 
• Easy to use 
• No white staining or residue 

• Contains 100% Pure Brazilian 
No. 1 Grade Carnauba 
(22% to 61 % by vol.) 

• Deep, long lasting crystalline shine 

Try it once and you' ll never use any other! 

Call for your local Authorized Zymol Dealer or Detailer: 
MARU WEST ENTERPRISES C800J 843-3568 

3825 RIVER ROAD NORTH. SALEM. OREGON 97303 1503) 393-3709 



Tooling Around. The other day I 
came home to find my wife struggling 
to strip a layer of detritus from the 
schloss, in anticipation of an inspec
tion by the in-laws. A signal challenge 
was the bathtub, which is of gel-coated 
plastic and which had not been cleaned 
since I installed it over eighteen months 
ago . She had been struggling for half 
an hour with some special, non-abrasive 
cleaner she paid too much for at the 
plumbing store, and had three narrow 
streaks to show for her effort. She 
asked if an orbital buffer might work 
better. 

A buffer, of course, is the wrong tool 
for this , but it is pretty close. The cor
rect tool is a Makita polisher (9207SPC) 
with a5"Meguiar'sfoampad. Together 
with her overpriced cleaner, the tub 
shone better than new in less than ten 
minutes. She had also removed the 
upper tray from the dishwasher, in 
order to run large containers through 
it (my idea) . This involved removing 
four rollers, which she only loosely 
replaced (Teresa doesn't tighten any
thing - bottlecaps, lids , screws, you 
name it). The screw from one had 
dropped out and disappeared. I fig
ured it was a goner, but I unscrewed 
the sump cover in the bottom of the 
appliance and fished around with my 
magnet-on-a-stick (Sn'iiJ5-0n PTlOB). 
Out came the threaded marvel, saving 
an hour or two of chasing down a 
replacement. 

I must confess to being a tool junkie. 
I am not a tool acquirer; that is, I do 
not buy tools unless I have a definite 
need for them. But once the decision is 
made, I want the best . The vast major
ity of my tools were acquired for work
ing on machines, but it is remarkable 
how often a completely unforeseen use 
for a tool suggests itself. 

There are knives in the kitchen which 
I am willing to permit to be used with 
food , but their real raison d 'etre is to 
cut hoses and strip insulation off wire. 
Funnels are perfectly fine for pouring 
gravy into bottles, but their true mis-

talls 
by Thomas B. Nast 

sion is to fill motorcycle transmissions 
and forks with oil. The dishwasher is 
Hubcap Heaven. The freezer is an 
essential waypoint for interference-fit 
bearings, with the oven performing 
like duty for the casting receiving the 
bearing. Spatulas perform basic de
greasing services. However, I have yet 
to figure out what to do with the garlic 
press, other than pressing garlic. 

Teresa has come to insist that this is 
a two-way street. She has been seen 
adjusting the Christmas turkey with 
vice grips and dikes . Meguiar's No . 2 is 
used on those impossible stains on the 
formica . The red Snap-On buckshot 
hammer makes an excellent ice crusher. 
I suppose all of this is part of our 
"Wheels on Meals" program. Never 
overlook your toolchest when tooling 
around the house, and wipe off the 
counter before buttering your bread . 

Erratum. Attentive readers will know 
that my editors' inattention to details, 
such as punctuation and spelling, are 
as irritating to me as a bicycle in the left 
lane. I generally submit letter-perfect 
copy and cringe when its mutant child 

is issued. Last month 's unilateral 
amendment was to change the original 
text regarding "outrageous torque 
(about 700 ft. lbs. at 1200 rpm)," to 
"outrageous torque (about 70 ft . lbs. at 
1200 rpm)." I must agree that 70 ft. lbs. 
is an outrageous figure (outrageously 
low), and that a zero isn't anything, but 
the typesetters, who work without adult 
supervision, really did alter the mean
ing of text completely, and the altera
tion escaped the editors' "proofread
ing." Perhaps there will be some 
improvement, now that the typesetting 
will be done directly from submitted 
floppies. 

Brake Tech Day. I think all involved 
felt brake tech day a success (although 
there was mention that the address in 
the announcement had a slight error). 
Of the dozen or so cars that made it, 
only two or three got a clean bill of 
health with their change of fluid. Two 
or three more were nearing the end of 
wear cycles, meaning that the pads / 
shoes and rotors / drums would need 
unanimous replacement in the next 
5,000 to I 5,000 miles. The balance of 
the cars had more serious problems. 
We uncovered five frozen wheel cy
linders and one frozen caliper; one car, 
with two bad cylinders and the bad 
caliper, skewed the statistic a bit 
(imagine driving around with only one 
caliper working properly!) We also 
found five frozen drum brake adjusters. 
It is very pleasing to have caught 

these maintenance needs, which are 
very much safety related. But it is also 
a bit sobering; how many cars are out 
there needing brake work, whose own
ers do not care enough to have the 
wheels pulled off? The Club owes its 
gratitude to John Maloney of Auto
sport Seattle and Chuck Christensen 
of Seattle BMW for donating a sunny 
Sunday to the cause. 



® Sunrise ® 
Auto 
Body 

157 McCleary-Elma Road 
McCleary, WA 98557 

{206) 495-3891 

Quality 
Coll isiorf_a\\y:-~\O\\ 

Repair 

Structural Repairs 
Guaranteed for the 

Life of the Car. 

WE SPECIALIZE 
IN SUPERIOR 

SERVICE 
• 15°/o discount for members. 
• We use only genuine German parts. 
• Factory trained service technicians. 
• Complete and accurate phone estimates. 
• No work completed without your authorization. 
• Free shuttle to work or home. 

644-7770 
"' 0 
".' 

1·90 

12408 S.E. 38th, Bellevue (Behind Factoria Cinemas) 5 ~ 
German Car Specialists~ 

Don't Let Just Anyone Touch Your 
BMW, Mercedes-Benz, or Volvo 

Take it to the BOSCH Trained Technicians at . .. 

HERMANNS EUROPEAN AUTO SERVICE, INC. 

68th & Roosevelt 522-7766 Customer Shuttle 

@ @) 
CO~OG• AVll+Ol'lllED 

EMISS!Of.I SPfCIA~IST Approved 
Auto Repair 
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The 328 Touring Super Leggera Coupe that won the 1940 Mille Miglia 

Ken Dane's beautiful M3 which won 
the Australian Touring Car 
Championship. 

The Andy Warhol Ml. 

Frank Stella's black on white gridwork on a 3.0 CSL. 

A BMW-powered Benetton Formi 

San Diego 

The San Diego Automotive Museum 
at Balboa Park hosted, during June, 
an exhibition of the finest collection of 
BMWs ever put together in North 
America. The centerpieces of the exhibit 
were five of the BMW factory art cars 
that have been touring North America. 
David Katz, a San Diego BMW Club 
member, and a volunteer at the San 
Diego Automotive Museum, decided 
to try to put together a show of historic 
BMWs to complement the art car 
exhibit. He succeeded beyond every
one 's initial expectations. 

Upon entering the museum, one was 
greeted by the well-known and one-of
a-kind BMW 328 Touring Super Leg
gera coupe. This is the car that won the 
1940 Mille Miglia. It has been beauti
fully restored and is owned by Jim 
Profitt of Long Beach, California. The 
wide variety of other BMW road and 
racing cars are shown in the accom
panying photographs . 



Ila I car. 

BMW Show 

Two of the five art cars were 3.0 CSL 
coupes that ran at La Mans in various 
years . These were painted by Frank 
Stella and Alexander Calder. The best 
looking car to my taste was the recently 
painted M3 by Australian artist Ken 
Done. The most crudely painted car 
was the Andy Warhol Ml. This car 
was personally painted by Warhol with 
brushes, and showed ample evidence 
of him running his fingers through the 
paint - interesting but quite crude. 

It is my understanding that BMW of 
North America was hostile to this 
show, since they prefer that the art cars 
be shown in isolation. If true, this atti
tude is unfortunate . The historic BMW 
exhibit complemented the art cars. I 
would not have driven clear to San 
Diego to see the art cars or the historic 
show, but I was quite willing to drive 
3000 miles to see both, and it was well 
worth it. 

- David Lightfoot 

Roy Lichenstein's 320i Le Mans veteran. 

BMW's post-war recovery car, the Jsetta 

A beautiful black BMW507. 

A very clean 2002 race car. 

One of the few Zls in the country 
temporarily here on a student visa! 



Concours d'Elegance 1991 
by Mason Kirby 

What a great day. The early morn
ing dew burnt away leaving the grass 
field of Ste. Michelle with cars, entrants, 
spectators, and judges all with one 
thing on their mind: clean cars. 

We knew right from the beginning 
that the sodas would have to be put 
over ice, and that the interior judges 
would soon ask for a different area of 
the car to judge (the black leather 
radiates quite a bit of heat in the mid
day sun). 

With approximately thirty cars en
tered, this event was perhaps the best 
attended in recent years, not to men
tion the many cars brought for trans
port. The participants enjoyed a relax
ing day in the shade from the famous 
willow in the mid-field. 

Nancy and John Martin brought 
out their beautiful, and perfect, red 
1938 BMW 328. The car stole trophies 
for Spectator's Choice, Entrant's Cho-· 
ice, and everyone's heart. What a gem! 
Nancy drove her beautiful green 750iL 
to the Concours grounds while John 
actually drove the 328 all the way from 
Mercer Island! Pretty brave for a 
$300,000 car! 

We were delighted to have with us 
representatives from Seattle BMW. 
They brough with them a delightful 
assortment of attention getters, a 1992 
325i, a 1991 3 l 8i convertible, and to 
the delight of many a curious eye, a 
black 850i. People from Zymol gladly 
proved their fine products on the 3 l 8i. 
Products were for sale and advice was 
confidently given. 

As with last years show, the Best of 
Show winner simply was the entrant 
who accumulated the most points. 
Steven Hamilton brough in top honor 
with his ultra clean '82 320is. He will 
carry with him both a revolving trophy, 
to be passed on the next Best of Show, 
and a permanent trophy that will stay 
with him for as long as there is room on 
his mantle. 

The Class Standings are in the 
accompanying side bar. 

Judges for this year were Brian 
Elworth, Mike Helton, Bob Kirby, 
Gail Davidson, Marcus Schack, and 
Chuck Cnristensen. This year's ac
countant was Lois Schack. They did a 
wonderful job with so many cars . 

Congratulations and thanks to all 
the entrants and judges for their hard 
work, and a job welll done. 

(Editors' Note: A special thanks to 
Bob and Mason Kirby who organized 
an excellent Concours on short notice. 
Good job!) 

1991 Concours Results 

Best of Show 320is Steve Hamilton 
Spectators' Choice 328 J .&N. Martin 
Entrants' Choice 328 J.&N. Martin 
Early 6 Cylinder 
I. Chester Prudhomme 3.0CS 504 
2. Steve Benirschke 2800cs 472 
3. Gavin Graham 2800cs 465 
Early 4 Cylinder 
I. June Anderson 2002 504 
2. Tom Nast 2002 SC 496 
3. Ron Newell 2002tii 446 
4. Gary Parr 2002 
Early 3-series 
I. Stephan Hamilton 320is 600 
2. Gary Drapela 320i 456 
3. Jeff Kemmer 320i 325 
Late 3-series 
I. Stine Nelson 325ic 563 
2. Tony Salazar 318i 390 
3. Allen Williams 325 374 
5, 6 & 7-series 
I. Michael Cooper 528i 584 
2. Steve Durke 528e 447 
3. Richard Duringer M6 424 
4. Dennis Alkire 635csi 364 
5. Paul Touby 635csi 353 
6. Steve Melrose 635csi 288 
7. Richard Lindsay 535i 213 
Vintage 
I. N. & J. Martin 328 



M POWER SOUNDS CASSETTEi 
special BMW audio cassette & booklet 

documenting the history of BMW 
Motorsport's racing $28 

ALL PARTS ARE GENUINE BMW 
- M3 frnt A-arm bushings $149 pr 
- tii linkage kit with tools $100 
- 1602-2002 lock set $132 
- 3.0 CSL alloy wheels $148 ea. 

tr 1-301·7 44-2697 11' 
FAX us your needs list: 1-301-744-5678 
Maximillian Importing Co. 

606 Maiden Choice, Bait. MD 21228 

Fife Gymkhana 
This year's Fest Northwest driving 

event was a Gymkhana held at the 
Executive Inn in Fife. Although the 
turn-out was quite small, those who 
participated had a good time. The 
course was challenging and required 
teamwork between driver and pas
senger. Even though most of the teams 
were husbands and wives, the event 
came off without a single divorce. 

We ran three heats, combining the 
times of all three heats to a final score. 
First place with a new world record 
time went to the Tacoma boys, Paul 
Touby and yours truly in a 2002. 
Second place was taken by Ted and 
Joan Rogers driving an M3 and a close 
third went to Mike and Mary Lee Hel-

ton in a 1602. This year's coveted 
"most unfortunate" award went to Bill 
and Grace Muse. 

Also a drawing was held for door 
prizes donated by BMW Northwest 
Big Wheel Auto Parts, Milgard Win~ 
<lows and Sam's Goodyear Service 
Center. With the small turn-out no one 
went home empty handed. 

With the sunshine and the good 
people who participated, a fun time 
was had by all. If you didn't make it 
you missed out on a fun club event. ' 

Again, we'd like to thank the folks of 
the Executive Inn for allowing us to 
use their parking lot, making it possi
ble for us to have this event. 

- Gary Parr 

Tires 
PLUS 

Discounters 
of HIGH 

,,., ,,.,t.~PERFORMANCE 
{1\fcs TIRES 
\!~~t & WHEELS 
PRICE: 
Low Discount Prices. 

SELECTION: Over 4,000 tires in stock 
- Pirelli, Good~ear, Yokohama, Bridge
stone, Michelin, B.F. Goodrich, and 
Cooper. 
SERVICE: Friendly, informed sales 
people; FREE tire mounting using 
European Tire Machines forTouchless 
Mag Wheel Mounting. All wheels are 
hand torqued to manufacturer's specs. 
~ 12540 N.E. 124th Street i_lZJ Kirkland (Totem Lake) 

8 811-9100 
· ' 13310 Bel-Red Road 

Bellevue (Next to Olympic 
Boats, behind JB Factory Carpets) 

641·7300 
$1,000 instant crcdh plan O.A.C. with no rnoncy down. 



_; 

110 

BMWACA 
Puget Sound Region Roster Greg Mierz 

Manager 6010CalifomiaAve. S.W. 
Board of Directors Seattle, WA 98136 
1991 935-2844 

President Bill Muse Ziindfolge Lucetta and 
12437 N.E. 146th Pl. Editors David Lightfoot 
Kirkland, WA 98034 2641 - 39th Ave. West 
488-6873 Seattle, WA 98199 

Vice Gary Blalock 
282-2641 

President 6625 Highland Drive, #3 Technical Chuck Christensen 
Everett, WA 98203 3212 N.W. 59th St. 
353-6092 Seattle, WA 98107 

Secretary Joan Rodgers 
784-4496 

22526 - 24lst Ave. S.E. Track Gary Parr 
Maple Valley, WA 98038 Events 3573 E. "L" St. 
432-2336 Tacoma, WA 98404 

Treasurer Al Lancaster 
472-4505 

27820 37th Ave. S. Auto Cross Paul Touby 
Auburn, WA 98001-1065 3517 S. 8th 
854-4100 Tacoma, WA 98405 

Membership Mary Lee Helton Past Tom Williams 
4700 Somerset Ave. S.E. President P .O. Box 99428 
Bellevue, WA 98006 Seattle, WA 98199 
643-4729 283-1056 

Please limit phone calls to these volunteers between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. 

Dear Editor: 
As the owner of a 325ix, I read with 

interest Joshua Weinstein's July Back
fire column, in which he condemns the 
small six cylinder as "flawed." While 
some of his criticisms have been doc
umented elsewhere (the cracked heads 
on the early versions , for example), for 
the most part his argument is uncon
vincing. 

For a start, who was the source for 
his statement that the timing belt had 
to be replaced at 40K? I talked to the 
service departments for all three dealer
ships in this area, and they all told me 
the suggested replacement interval was 
60K. 

Joshua says that "BMW forgot to 
build the belt right," and cites VW, 
unnamed Japanese models and Ferra
ris as examples of cars having very 
durable belts, implying that they rarely, 
if ever, need replacing. I called the ser
vice departments of at least two dealer
ships of the above (Ferrari excepted) 
to find out whether this was true. 
Here's what I found: the Nissan, Toy
ota, Honda, and Mazda dealers all 
recommend the same 60K change inter
val as does BMW. VW's factory does 
not cite a replacement interval; how
ever both dealers I spoke with strongly 
recommended a change at 60K based 
on their experience. Audi also suggests 
60K. 

As for the Acura Legend, a bit more 
detail is in order, since 1) the picture is 
a bit complicated and 2) the Legend is 
always being compared to BMW. I 
called all four dealers in this area. Two 
dealers said replace the belt at 90K, 
and two said 60K. Given the conse
quences of a broken belt on a 24-valve 
cylinder head, one could justifiably 
select the shorter interval. But there's a 
wrinkle. According to the Bellevue 
Acura dealer, you should replace the 
water pump (and drive belts) at the 
same time the timing belt is replaced. 
Why the water pump also? Apparently 
the water pump is run off the timing 
belt, and a failing water pump could 



cause the timing belt to jump and pos
sibly fail. (And no one, not even Acura, 
has designed a belt that will tell the 
driver of its impending demi~e. Theirs 
go without warning, as do everyone 
else's unless they're replaced before
hand.) The cost for this wonderful bit 
of leading-edge Japanese engineering 
runs from $400-$500, depending on 
which dealer you talk to. Contrast that 
with the $220 I spent on the ix for belt 
replacement at BMW Northwest a 
couple of months back. 

As for Ferrari's "very durable belt'', 
it should be replaced every 15K (at 
every major service) according to Grand 
Prix Motors. 

The point of this long-winded dis
sertation? That BMW does not require 
excessive belt changes on the small six, 
and that when the time comes to 
replace the belt the cost to the custo
mer is relatively reasonable, expecially 
in comparison to the Acura. 

As for Joshua's complaints pertain
ing to the performance of the 2. 7 liter 
eta version, I can't speak to that, hav
ing never owned such a vehicle. How
ever, I do remember Tom Nast saying 
in his review of the 325e (June '85) and 
again in his "Buying Used" epic (July
/ August) that the car was a much bet
ter performer than many gave it credit 
for; in the latter article he said that 
those who bought the last of the 325s 
basically got new cars at used car pri
ces and would never regret their pur
chase. Surely Mr. Nast would have 
alerted club members had the 325 been 
a stiff. I would like to know, though, 
what was the source for Joshua's state
ment that the motors "wore out" at 
60,000 miles. 

Overall, the " old" 2.5 is a great 
engine, particularly in the 3-series. It is 
flexible enough to cope with city traffic 
and is wonderful on the open road. It 
also seems to be quite reliable if prop
erly maintained; if Joshua has any 
further information to the contrary, 
I'd like to hear about it, if only for 
selfish reasons . It seems it would be far 

more fair to say that the decision to 
drop that motor in favor of the 24-
valver was more in response to BMW's 
competitive environment rather than 
any inherent problems with the motor 
itself. 
Tom Williams 

Classified 
Marketplace 

For Sale: 1978 320i, Anthracite gray with 
light gray cloth interior in excellent condi
tion. Includes factory air-conditioning, 
sunroof, Bilstein shocks, stainless brake 
lines, Blaupunkt 4-channel radio, Hella 
halogen headlights, Plus-one Alpina style 
wheels (14") with Fulda Y-2000 tires, and 
BMW Motorsport steering wheel. Recent 
transmission rebuild with new clutch and 
driveline parts. Purchase includes numer
ous miscellaneous parts. Asking $3700 or 
best offer. Call Jim Peacock at 553-1472 
(office) or 362-8615 (home, 5 pm to 9 pm). 

For Sale: Exhaust manifold for 2002tii, 
will fit both 2002 and 320i (great for de
smogging a 320i), $40. Set of four 320i style 
factory wheels made by Intra in l 3"x6" size; 
two wheels have been stripped for painting 
and the other two have useable tires, $80 
for the set or make an offer. Driveline for 
4-speed 320i (guibo and center support 
bearing almost new) $10. Authentic Aus
tralian sheepskin seat cover in light gray 
that fits either 2002 or 320i (sorry only 
one), $50. Jim Peacock at 553-1472 (office) 
or 362-8615 (home, 6 pm to 9 pm). 

For Sale: Motobecane Grand Record 10-
speed bicycle. Silver with black accents on 
lugs and seattube. Mens 23\;2'' size with 
Reynolds 531 tubing, and almost all Campy 
components. Includes Pearl Izumi Flolite 
saddle and new Specialized tires and Mavic 
rims. Meticulously maintained and cared 
for, $130. Jim Peacock at 553-1472 (work) 
or 362-8615 (home). 

ULTIMATE 

BMW 
PARTS 

SERVICE 

823-1212 
Gordon Kortlever 

[lMW Specialist 
Pete Jackson 

Service Consultant 

Ultimate Service for the 
Ultimate Driving Machine 
13635 N. E. 126th Place 
Kirkland, WA 98034 
Telephone (206) 823-1212 

For Sale: '70 2800 BMW CS, 45,000 mi. on 
total restoration, wht. w / red leather, PS, 
PB, PW, 3.0-L. eng., Webers, dual point, 
w / compusensor ign., new steering & Kor
man comp. susp., ltd . slip, 5-sp., Sound
stream stereo, alarm, much more, $14,000, 
OBO. 206-697-1529. 

For Sale: From 1984 528e: 1) non-limited 
slip differential, 40,000 mi $200. 2) set of 
grey front and rear seats, no rips $175. 
From 1986 535i: 1) Two power seat switches 
$20 each. 2) Windows switches $5 each. 3) 
Gas flap lock motor $10. 4) Windshield 
washer pump $10. 5) European trip com
puter (KM & Miles) $20. 6) Cruise control 
switch $15 . 7) 02 sensor, 28,000 mi, $15 . 
And other small items. Please call Cliff at 
(206) 781-0586. 

For Sale: 4 Bridgestone RE-71 Potenza 
performance tires 205/ 50/VR15, very 
low miles, $325. 883-1359. 
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As members of a club celebrating 
the "ultimate driving machine," there 
may be a few of you who drive, well, 
exuberantly. I have been known to for
get t.hat public roads, like commercial 
television, are di<:tated by the lowest 
common denominator. In the case of 
roads, that means traffic laws are 
designed around one simple concept: 
the assumption that you can't drive 
with any, well, exuberance and still 
drive safely. Maybe most people can't 
drive most cars both fast and safely, 
but with a few driver's school, a lot of 
attention and a decent car, you can 
safely zip around town, not to mention 
have a heck of a time on the old 
highway. 

Now, there are many things in life 
that are unobtainable. Kim Bassinger 
(Mel Gibson in efforts of equal oppor
tunity), a 1985 Ferrari 288 GTO, etc. 
For me, add a clean driving record to 
that list . Of course, that's because I 
drive exuberantly. Five years ago I 
tried to count all times I've been pulled 
over in my driving life. I gave up once it 
hit three digits. Since then I've been 
stopped a couple more times. With all 
this experience, I have learned a few 
things; one thing is that it's a lot nicer 
to get a warning and not a ticket . Of 
course, even nicer than getting a warn
ing is not getting pulled over at all. 

In the mid-70s, when I got my first 
2002, CB radios were very popular and 
I joined in and put a Radio Shack $45 
jobbie in that old '02. In New Hamp
shire, where I resided at the time, it was 
nice to know that there were other 
people on the roads that could speak 
and key a microphone at the same 
time. What was even nicer was having 
everyone looking out for everyone 
else, broadcasting where the cops were. 
Nowadays, nobody looks out for any
one except number one, so CBs are 
worthless to everyone except those 
who hate music and silence (or road 
noise). 

Today, the "approved" technology 
for helping get the boys in blue to go 
fight "real" crime and not exuberant 

drivers is(and has been for sometime) 
radar detectors . In California, where 
there is no legal use of radar (at least on 
interstates) there's really no use for 
radar detectors; but here, they're pretty 
necessary. To fight that, our public 
servants outlaw radar detectors. Wash
ington hasn't yet, but that's the trend . 
After all , when legislators can't figure 
out what to do about a problem, they 
simply outlaw it. That 's what we pay 
them to do . But, even with a radar 
detector, eventually, you'll still get 
stopped . I once got stopped in South 
Carolina (Massachusetts plates on the 
car, too. Boy did he love me) while 
using a radar detector and the cop 
made me sit in the cruiser with him 
while he radioed it in and laughed for 
about three hours. I was so late, I 
HAD to speed the rest of the trip. 

I read somewhere that more cops get 
shot on routine traffic stops than any 
other time. Understandably, this makes 
officers nervous when they approach a 
car they've stopped. If you want the 
cop to like you, I would think, you'd 
make it clear there 's no danger. While 
saying "I won't shoot you" might actu
ally make the officer suspicious, show
ing him that you're just a regular guy 
(or gal) is very helpful. Letting him (or 
her) see your hands at all times is even 
better. 

When I get stopped , I get out and 

meet the cop half way, arms clearly 
visible and at my side. This accom
plishes two things. First, when the cop 
looks down on you as you sit in your 
car, there is a subtle sense of power; 
however, when you're face to face , it's 
much more like a person to person 
interaction. Second, it gives the officer 
a clear sign that you are unarmed and 
harmless. And he gets this sign earlier 
than when he comes up to the car. 
Sometimes the officers ask you to go 
back to your car (not a good sign, 
though I've gotten a warning when this 
has happened), which, of course, you 
should do. 

The first thing the cop will do is ask 
if you know why you were stopped (or 
how fast you were going) . This is so 
they can get an admission and convict 
you by your own words. I always tell 
them no. Undoubtedly soon they will 
ask for your license and registration. I 
always tell them "It's in the glove com
partment. Would you like to get it or 
should I?" (Never do this if there is 
something you want to hide in there.) 
This is , in my mind, a key to getting the 
officer on your side. It tells them you 
have nothing to hide and that you're 
not going to get a weapon while fishing 
in your car for the registration. Inci
dentally, no officer has ever taken me 
up on the offer to let them get the 
registration out of the glove box. 

The rest of the trick to manipulating 
the officer to not write you up is to just 
give him the impression that you're 
just a good type of person, having per
haps a little too much fun. Be polite, 
obsequious and concerned (without 
admitting to a crime). A lot of cops are 
boy-racers themselves and understand 
someone out for a fun and quick ride. 
I've gotten out of more tickets than I 
could of ever imagined just by present
ing an image of a regular guy out 
enjoying a nice night with a spirited 
drive. This doens't always work, but 
neither did the CB nor does the radar 
detector. That's why a clean driving 
record, for me at least, is unobtain
able. 
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I NOW ... THE ULTIMATE 
PRECISION WHEEL ALIGNMENT Btll06ESTOllE 

SPORTS CAR FANS AND OWNERS 
PST Racing has been appointed the 

Official and only West Coast Distributor 
of the Bridgestone Motorsport tire line. PST 

We use the latest computerized 
electronic test equipment ... 

-

Racing has been servicing racing, rallying and 
autocross events for over three years in the Northwest. Whether you auto
cross, track events, drivers training or race, you need the best tires and 
suspension set up for your chosen event. We at PST Racing, a division of 
Puget Sound Tire, can help you getthrough the corners faster than anyone. 
Have the true professionals set your alignment or recommend the proper 
Bridgestone Tire for your needs. Give us a call or stop by to see the new 
Bridgestone RE-71 Z for the 1991 race season. 

AIJGNMENT, Inc. 
The Suspension Experts 

11908 124th Ave. N.E. • 823·1511 

PST RACING 
11011 Pacific Hwy. So. 
Seattle, WA 98168 

~~~Tires PLUS 
Discounters of 

HIGH PREFORMANCE 
TIRES & WHEELS 

WE'LL BEAT ANY LOCAL TIRE PRICE! 
Including: Costco • Discount 
Tires • Evans Tire • Les Schwab • 
Sears • Goodyear Puget Sound 

Tire and anyone else in Washing-
ton . Offer applies to comparable 

or identical in-stock tires. 

MAKE US PROVE IT! 
PRICE: Low Discount Prices. 
SELECTION: Over 4,000 tires in stock- Pirelli, Goodyear, 
Yokohama, Bridgestone, Michelin, B.F. Goodrich, and 
Cooper. 
SERVICE: Friendly, informed sales people; family owned 
FREE tire mounting using European Tire Machines for 
Touchless Mag Wheel Mounting. All wheels are hand 
torqued to manufacturer's specs. 

WHEEL ALIGNMENT: Hunter Computerized Wheel 
Alignment Service by Expert Technicans. 

Bellevue 
13310 Bel-Red Road 
Bellevue, WA 9BOOO 

641-7300 

(206) 763-1273 
(800) 869-7138 

Fax(206)763-1695 

CAMPBELL/NELSON 
Auto-Wrecking 

USED PARTS 
REBUILD ABLES 

--=rrr;;;;-""" USED CARS 

The Northwest's largest selection for BMW 
Quotes Gladly! SAAB 

(206) 771-4931 PORSCHE 

Quality 

USED PARTS 

I VISA I vw 
AUDI 

OPEN 
8:30 to 5:00 
SAT. 9:00 to 4:00 

2osth & Aurora Across from Aurora Village 



• EXTENSIVE INVENTORY 
• DISCOUNT PRICES 
• QUALITY BMW PARTS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
• FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 
• EASY-TO-READ 100 pp $3°0 

• NOWTOLL:-FREE ORDERING 

800-535-2002 
Announcing all new BMW 

Parts and Accessories Showroom 

44 Exeter Street, Newmarket, NH 03857 

BMWACA 
Puget Sound Region 
P.O. Box 1259 
Bellevue, WA 98009 

The "NEW'' 2500cc, 3800cc & 
4000cc HiFlo ST Engines: 

These engines were actually a significant 

departure from our 2200 cc & 3500 cc HiFlo 
ST Engines. Although they all share the same 
ported HiFlo Surface Turbulence™ heads , 
the bottom ends (short blocks) are not similar 
in any of their major components. The new 
2.5, 3.8 and 4.0 liter engines use a 94 mm 
strengthened crankshaft with larger rod 
journals and heavy duty tri-metal rod 
bearings for higher load capacity. The 
connecting rod is lightweight and longer to 
reduce rod angularity. The pistons are forged 
Alusil™ (high silicon content) with a slipper 
skirt design and lightweight piston pins. The 
reciprocating mass (pistons & rods) of 2.5, 3.8 
and 4.0 liter engines have been reduced by an 
amazing 28%. Less internal inertia to 
overcome allows for quicker revving and 
produces the smoothness that you expect from 
a stock 2 or 3 liter BMW engines, 
respectively. Upgrading the cooling system 
and clutch (as outlined in our June '90 mailer) 
is required. These engines were kept under 
the watchful eye of Metric Mechanic for over 
a year before going on sale nationally -
January 1, 1990. 
Cu~tomer resoonse has.. been very oositive. 
2507 Truman R<lad or P~O. Box Phone: ~ 16-231 -0604 
4439, Kansas City Mo. 64127 Fax: 816-483-5907 

The "Ultimate Transmission" 
for.BMW's, 5 Year Warranty 
4 & 6 Cylinder 4 speeds __ $1095 
Pre '83 5 Speeds $1395 
'83 and later 5 Speeds $1695 
M Car Transmissions $2095 
"44 LCR Racebox" $1995 

Prices with exchange or core deposit. 

Metric Mechanic's 
HiFlo ST Engine Series 

2200 HiFlo ST $2995 
2200 HiFlo ST Sport $3295 
2800 HiF!o ST Sport (Baby Six) _$4395 
3500 HiF!o ST $4295 
3500 HiFlo ST Sport $4595 
New 2500 HiFlo ST Sport __ $4995 
New 3800 HiFlo ST Sport __ $6295 
New 4000 HiFlo ST Sport __ $6495 

BMW Parts 
~~~~~~~ 

HiFlo ST & ST Sport Cylinder Heads, 
Differential Rebuilds, Rally Brake 
Systems, Maximum Stick Sway Bars, 
HiF!o Exhaust Systems, Cooling 
Systems & Accessories, Clutch 
Assembly & Tune-Up Parts, etc. 

Free Catalog 
By nationally recognized experts on BMW high 
performance. Includes info on unique engine & 
transmission rebuilds as well as our other specialty 
products. Call, write or fax for Catalog. 

SECOND CLASS 
POSTAGE 

PAID 
Seattle, WA 


