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BOARD OF DIRECTORS Please limit phone calls to these volunteers to between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m.

June 29 
E30 Tech Session by R3VLimited.  
Start off the E30 Weekend with your E30 
friends. The location is Griot’s Garage in 
Tacoma. See more in this issue.

June 30 
E30 Picnic at LeMay Marymount in 
Spanaway. See article in this issue.

July 23 
Board Meeting. All members welcome. 
RSVP to president@bmwpugetsound.com.

July 28 
Concours d’Elegance. The 33rd annual 
BMW Seattle Concours d’Elegance & Heritage  
Picnic will once again be held during the IKEA  
Renton River Days Festival at Cedar River Park.  
BMW history in a beautiful park setting. In 
many ways, our best event of the year. Join us.

July 27–28 
Autocross with the PCA in Packwood. 
Check out the Club website for details at 
www.bmwpugetsound.com.

August 10 
Autocross with the PCA in Bremerton. 
Check out the Club website details at  
www.bmwpugetsound.com.
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Postal Notice
Zündfolge (USPS 715-250) is pub-
lished bi-monthly by the BMW CCA,  
Puget Sound Region. Office of Pub- 
lication: 11514 Lake City Way, Seattle,  
WA 98125. Subscriptions are $15.50  
annually (available only as part of 
the $48 membership fee). Periodi-
cal postage paid at Seattle, WA and 
at additional mailing offices. Post-
master, send address changes to:

Zündfolge
PO Box 1259
Bellevue, WA 98009

Boilerplate
This magazine is the monthly 
publication of the BMW CCA, Puget 
Sound Region, and remains its 
property. All information furnished 
herein is provided by the member-
ship for members only. Ideas, 
suggestions and opinions, technical 
or otherwise, are those of the authors, 
without authentication by or liability to 
the editors or the Club. The editor 
reserves the right to edit all material 
submitted for publication.
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August 19-24 
Oktoberfest. The biggest national club 
event comes to the West Coast. Better yet,  
it will be centered around Laguna Seca 
Raceway. Visit www.bmwccaofest.org.

August 27 
Board Meeting. All members welcome. 
RSVP to president@bmwpugetsound.com.

September 6 
Track Day. Another day at Pacific Raceway 
to include both a Car Control Clinic and a 
High Performance Driving School. More 
information in this issue. You should be there.

September 7 
Mountain Twisties Tour.  
See article in this issue

September 7 
Autocross with the PCA in Bremerton. 
Check out the Club website for details at 
www.bmwpugetsound.com.

September 8 
M-Car Day. See article in this issue

Late September 
Rush! Join Club member to watch a matinee 
showing of Rush followed by dinner. More 
details in the next issue.

October 
Brewery Tour. With stormy weather upon 
us, a brewery tour and tasting is back. More 
details in the next issue.
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ON THE COVER:  
Our cover features the lovely 
BMW Pininfarina Gran Lusso 
Coupe, a collaboration between 
Pininfarina and the BMW Design 
Studios. 

Photo courtesy of BMW AG.

E30 Tech Session
Sponsored by R3V Limited
Saturday, June 29, 1–4 p.m.
Griot’s Garage
3333 South 38th St, Tacoma 98409
www.GriotsGarage.com

We’ll be covering various topics  
in one-hour blocks all afternoon.  
Sponsored by R3VLimited.

E30 Picnic 
Sunday, June 30, 10 a.m.– 3 p.m.
LeMay Collection at Marymount
325 – 152nd Street East, Tacoma 98445
www.LeMayMarymount.org

Sunday will be the traditional E30  
Show & Shine starting at 10 a.m.  
The E30 Picnic has evolved into the 
largest gathering of E30s on earth.  
We are planning on 200+ E30s that  
day, so be sure to be part of the fun!  
All E30s are invited, from garage 
queens to daily drivers (like mine!). 

Register Early and Save!
Receive a discounted entry fee by  
registering at www.pugetsoundbmw.
motorsportreg.com—the only place this 
year to register for the E30 Picnic. Cost 
is $12 for BMW Club members, $15 for 
non-members. Early registration closes 
at 6 p.m. on Thursday, June 27. You can 
also register on site the day of the show 
for $20, cash only. 

12th Annual E30 Picnic Weekend!
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All Club Members Welcome!
There is no cost to visit and view the 
E30s. See www.E30Picnic.com for all  
the latest information. See you there!

Lance Richert, E30 Picnic Chairman
lance@richertnet.com, 425-443-2188

June 29–30

Official BMW Club

Zündfolge

BMW Car Club
of America
Puget Sound Region
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WoW, can you believe the year is 
already half over? That is only the 
calendar but not our events. We’ve had a 
few track days, driving tours and a social 
car show in Issaquah. But we still have 
much more planned for the rest of the 
year. We want you to get your car out of 
the garage and come join us. 
 At the past and coming events, Board 
members will be canvassing for informa-
tion on the direction of our publications 
and how effectively we are communicat-
ing. We would like your feedback on the 
electronic notification methods such as 
the Club website, ATS and Facebook. 
This information will assist the Board 
in making decisions that affect how we 
communicate with our members. We 
would greatly appreciate you taking a 
few minutes to provide feedback to the 
board.
I know not everyone will have the 
opportunity to make an event. How-
ever, the benefits of your BMW CCA 

President’s Letter
membership include discounts from 
our advertisers and local car related 
businesses, opportunity for a rebate on 
a purchase of a new or CPO car, and 
the Roundel are good enough maybe 
enough for some. If you have some sug-
gestions on what else we can be doing as 
a Board to serve the membership, please 
let us know.
 The times are changing in the print 
versus electronic world. Many of you 
have requested to receive the Chapter 
magazine electronically. Each month, 
more members are opting to log on to 
the BMWCCA.org site and select the 
electronic version of your chapter news-
letter in your account settings. As of last 
month, 10 percent of our members are 
now requesting electronic rather than 
USPS delivery of the Zundfolge. We 
also notice an increase in the number of 
people responding to the Around The 
Sound sent via email for notification of 
upcoming events.

I would like to emphasize again that if 
you have a preference, let us know by 
logging into www.BMWCCA.org and 
checking the box for electronic distribu-
tion in your account settings. And talk 
to Board members at the events you are 
attending to give feedback on how we as 
your Board are doing.
 I hope you all had a chance to fill out 
the survey that was emailed from the 
BMW CCA National office in May and 
June. The results will be posted on the 
Club website.
 In closing, it is a joy to be part of this 
fabulous organization. Thanks should 
be given to all the volunteers and Board 
members that work to make sure our 
membership is being well served. 
 Do not hesitate to send comments, 
suggestions, complaints, or complements 
to president@bmwpugetsound.com.

From the driver seat, 
de-Anna Martin, President
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on saturday, september 7 the 
Mountain Twisties Tour will be led 
by Scott Hieronymus. This is always a 
popular event and will be our longest, 
single day of driving this year. While the 
exact route is a closely guarded secret, 
clear skies should reveal Mt. Rainier 
and Mt. St. Helens for at least a short 
while. That is, if you can take your eyes 
off the road. You see, this tour is not 
about the scenery, but instead is all 
about the roads. Without question, the 

Mountain Twisties Tour     
September 7th
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Let’s go touring, Scott! 

Look forward to some mountain twisties. 

laws. We focus on safety, but always 
make an effort to find little-known 
twisty roads that are enjoyable at any 
speed. Your first time being part of a 
long line of shiny Bimmers will not be 
forgotten. While we highly encourage 
participation in our High Performance 

Driving Schools, no special skills or 
equipment are needed to participate in 
a tour. We will meet in the parking lot of 
the Issaquah QFC (1540 Gilman Blvd) 
at 7 a.m. for donuts and coffee. After a 
short drivers’ meeting, we will depart 
at 7:30 a.m. sharp! BRING A PICNIC 
LUNCH! 
 Plan on a very long day of driving,  
we will most likely return around 6 p.m.  
Start working those forearms now! 
RSVP and direct any questions to Scott 
Hieronymus at tours@bmwpugetsound.
com and check our Facebook page or 
the Club Events section of the Forum at 
bmwpugetsound.com for any updates. 
See you there!

Scott Hieronymus
Tour Director

You see, this tour is not about 
the scenery, but instead is all 
about the roads. 

twistiest, longest, least crowded roads in 
the State of Washington, featuring end-
less second and third gear corners. While 
families are always welcome on tours, 
choose your passengers carefully. Many 
sections of the route can be bumpy, are 
extremely twisty, and include drop offs 
with no guardrail. This tour is not for the 
faint of heart!
 All tours are driven on public roads 
and all drivers are to mind local traffic  
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July 28

break out your detailing supplies! 
It’s that time of year again, time for the 
33rd Annual BMW Seattle Concours 
d’Elegance & Heritage Picnic at Cedar 
River Park in Renton on July 28, 2013. 
Come out this summer day and experi-
ence the heritage that is BMW. This will 
be a special day for BMW enthusiasts of 
all levels to come together and enjoy a 
fine display of cars and the camaraderie 
of fellow owners. There are few things 
more enjoyable that browsing row after 
row of shiny BMW automobiles and 
talking with your fellow enthusiasts. It is 
a great event for the whole family as the 
show is part of the annual Renton River 
Days Festival and includes music, arts, 
crafts and many other family activities.

Featured Car: 7 Series Lineage
This year’s featured car is the 7 Series. 
BMW introduced the full-sized luxury 
7 Series in 1977 with the E23 platform. 
Ever since then, this flagship model has 
defined many of the new technology 
features that later trickle down to other  
vehicles in BMW’s lineage. The 7 Series 
has always represented Munich’s idea of 
a luxury performance sedan. It has been 
the obvious choice among buyers who 
want a large, luxurious car that is fun to 
drive. This year’s featured car category 
includes all models of the 7 Series. 
Whether you drive a classic E23, one 
of the more recent E32s or E38s, or a 
modern E65/66 or F01/02, make plans to 
bring it to Renton this summer and take 
center lawn with your fellow 7 Series 
owners as we marvel the fine examples 
of BMW’s flagship sedan.

Participant Classes
You can participate in one of two classes 
in this year’s event—Judged Class or 
Display Class. Judged Class enters 
your car for review by the Concours 

2013 BMW Concours d’Elegance and Heritage Picnic

d’Elegance judges, with beautiful etched 
glass trophies awarded to the category 
winners. The noncompetitive Display 
Class allows you to display your car 
alongside the judged cars. Our Premier 
Sponsor, BMW Seattle, presents a Best 
in Show award to the judged contes-
tants, and cars entered in both classes 
are eligible for the coveted People’s 
Choice Award. All cars, both judged and 
display, will be arranged on the lawn by 
car class groups, which means similar 
cars park together regardless of whether 
they are judged or display only. 

Judged Class
Cars are judged for overall cleanliness 
and condition in three major areas: 
exterior, interior (including the trunk), 
and engine bay. The underside of the 
car is not judged. A three-member team 
reviews each car, and their independent 
results are tallied to determine the first, 
second, and third place winners for 
each car class category. This process is 
designed to be as fair and objective as 
possible. For class competition, bonus 
points are awarded for mileage, which 
evens out the competition for cars with 

high miles versus those with low miles. 
You can read about the specific criteria 
the judges use to evaluate a car, and the 
overall judging philosophy that guides 
this event, on the Concours d’Elegance 
event listing on the Club website.
 The Best in Show award is presented 
by BMW Seattle. This award is determined  
by taking the top BMWs from each  
class, arranging them side by side for 
final review by a three-judge team, and 
evaluating the results. Previous scores 
are not considered, as the judges review 
each car again to choose the cleanest, 
most dazzling BMW on the lawn. 
 In all cases, cars are judged on 
cleanliness and condition only, not on 
originality. So those of you with modi-
fied and custom cars are welcomed to 
compete alongside fellow participants 
who bring stock or nearly-stock cars. 
 To participate in the Judged Class, 
you must be a current member in the 
BMW CCA, BMW ACA or Canadian 
BMW CCBC. You can find membership 
information and judging criteria on the 
Club website, and this information will 
also be available for review at the show. 

Sunday, July 28, 2013    •    Cedar River Park, Renton   •   Sponsored by BMW Seattle and Griots Garage

9:30 am Begin check in and parking of Judged and Display BMWs
11 am All Judged and Display BMWs checked in
11:30 am Judging begins, all hands off Judged BMWs
 Activities for children
 Griot’s Garage detailing demonstrations
2–3 pm Awards and Raffles (time approximate)Sc
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Display Class
If you want to participate, but not 
compete, the Display Class is a terrific 
way to show off your pride and joy. To 
participate, just register, clean your car, 
show up on the lawn in Renton, and  
enjoy the fun with your fellow BMW 
owners! Both judged and display class 
cars will be parked together according 
to class category, so you can meet and 
chat with other enthusiasts who own 
cars similar to yours. Display class is 
open to members and non-members 
alike, so if you have a BMW enthusiast 
friend who is not yet a member, bring 
him or her along to enjoy the day and 
experience a BMW CCA Club function. 

Children’s Activities 
The Concours d’Elegance is held each 
year in conjunction with the Renton 
River Days festival, which makes it a 
great event to share with your family.  
In addition to all the beautiful BMWs 
on display, there will be a tent with  

activities for the kids to enjoy through-
out the day. The Wenatchee Youth Circus  
will host three performances at Cedar 
River Park right next to the Concours 
d’Elegance event, and the Henry Moses 
Water Park is directly next door if the 
kids want to cool off. There are many 
other activities nearby for the family 
to enjoy. See the Renton River Days 
website for more information on all the 
events and activities: http://rentonwa.gov/ 
living/default.aspx?id=1138. 

Food
There will also be at least one food  
vendor on site all day to provide a  
delicious choice of meals, snacks, and  
refreshments during the show. The details 
are still being confirmed, but like most 
Club events, you won’t go away hungry. 

Show Sponsors
We want to thank our Premier Sponsor,  
BMW Seattle. Without their very gener-
ous contributions year after year, this 

2013 Event Sponsors

BMW Seattle  
www.bmwseattle.com

Griot’s Garage  
www.griotsgarage.com

LeMay Family Collection  
www.lemaymarymount.org

Paul Sanders Photography  
www.paulsanders.com

High Gear Creative  
http://highgearcreative.com/

IKEA  
www.ikea.com/us/en/

show would simply not be possible. 
We also want to thank Griot’s Garage 
and LeMay Family Collection for their 
contributions to this year’s show. Our 
complete list of sponsors for this event 
is listed below. Please offer them your 
thanks and support.

Continued on Page 8
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BMW CCA Concours d’Elegance & Heritage Picnic Registration
Sunday  •  July 28, 2013  •  Cedar River Park, Renton, WA

Name: BMW CCA #:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone:  (        ) Email:

BMW Year/Model: Class #:

Special Features:

Volunteer at the BMW tent?      q Yes    q No

Comments:

q Judged Class $30 ($40 after 7/20)    q Display Class $15 ($20 after 7/20)

q Display Class, nonmember $20 ($30 after 7/20)

Credit Card:  q Visa   q MC    Card Number: 

 Exp (MM/YY):  3 digit code on back

Name on Card:

Signature:

AMOUNT TO CHARGE

If paying by check make checks payable to BMW CCA Puget Sound Region.  
Send registration to Concours d’Elegance, 8017 24th Dr SE, Everett, WA 98023.

Early registrations must be postmarked by Saturday 7/20/2013.
All mail-in registrations must be received by Thursday 7/25/2013.

Cedar River Park
Just East of I-405 in Renton
1717 Maple Valley Highway, Renton 98057

DIRECTIONS:

I-405 Northbound: Take I-405 northbound to Exit #4 (Maple Valley-Enumclaw). This exit 
will divide, take the first exit to Maple Valley-Enumclaw (South 169). Turn right at the stop 
sign at the end of the ramp. At the second light, turn right into the park and follow the 
posted signs. 

I-405 Southbound: Take I-405 southbound to Exit #4 (Renton-Enumclaw). Go through 
the first stoplight and turn left on Maple Valley Highway (South 169). This will take you 
under I-405. At the second light, turn right into the park and follow the posted signs.

2013 Concours d’Elegance and BMW Heritage Picnic Continued from Page 7

Registration 
Registration is open and available now. 
You can register for this event two ways:
 Online: Visit www.bmwpugetsound. 
motorsportreg.com/, locate the Concours  
d’Elegance event, and complete the  
registration information. Use your  
existing account, or create a new user 
account to register for the event.
 By Mail: Use the registration form 
bound into this issue, complete the in-
formation and mail in your registration 
and payment. We prefer where possible 
that participants use the online registra-
tion option at http://bmwpugetsound.
motorsportreg.com/. If you’re on the 
fence as to which option to use, please 
go online. You can pay onsite the day 
of the event, but you’ll save money if 
you register ahead of time. You can also 
change from display to judged class 
on the day of the event if you decide 
you want to put your car in front of the 
judges. 

Volunteers Needed!
Finally, this event requires the help of 
volunteers to make things run smoothly. 
Most volunteers only need to spend a 
small amount of time before, during, 
and/or after the event to help ensure the 
show is a success. If you can help with 
administrative activities, event set-up, 
parking, check-in, judging, the children’s 
tent, clean-up, or other activities, your 
assistance would be welcomed. Contact 
Concours Coordinator Steve Questad at 
Concours@bmwpugetsound.com.

This 33rd Annual Concours d’Elegance 
event is sure to be a good time. Mark 
your calendars now; we’ll plan to see 
you in Renton this July! 

Rick Selby
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last year’s m car day Was lots of fun,  
so we’re doing it again! Please mark 
Sunday, September 8 on your calendar 
for a very special day of camaraderie to 
celebrate all things rated M. Our hosts 
will be Griot’s Garage at their facility 
in Tacoma. Last year saw 195 M Cars 
in attendance! This will be the seventh 
annual M Car Day to celebrate all of 
the wonderful BMW M Cars that have 
thrilled us over the years. 
 This event is FREE! For planning, 
we ask that you RSVP and include this 
information about yourself: 
 Name / Year and type of M Car /
 Number of guests  / City    

 Please roll in between 10:30 and  
11 a.m. so we can direct you to the  
appropriate section to park your M car. 
We will park the M Cars by E chassis 
type, so owners can compare notes on 
common maintenance issues and modifi-
cations. We’ll also have a section for 
regular chassis that have had M Power 
engine transplants. So S52 E30s and S14 
2002s are welcome!

Here is a rough agenda for the day:
•	 Griot’s	Garage	will	provide	each	M	

Car owner in attendance with a free 
Car Care Product sample at registra-
tion. There will also be discounts in 
the store, so bring your shopping list.

•	 Around	11	a.m.	a	Griot’s	Garage	
car care specialist will pick a lucky 
car from the attendees for a car care 
demo in their garage.

•	 We’ll	have	a	couple	of	tasty	food	
trucks on site for lunch. Bring cash 
and your appetite. Yum!

•	 After	lunch,	we’ll	have	the	always	
popular raffle for some great prizes!

 Club members without an M Car 
are also welcome to attend the event to 
enjoy the day. There will be additional 
parking for non-M BMWs. The event 
will run until about 2 p.m.
 RSVP by email to Lance Richert at 
Lance@Richertnet.com.

Griot’s Garage 
3333 South 38th St, 
Tacoma, WA 98409 
www.griotsgarage.com 

M Car Day
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Sunday, September 8
10:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Griot’s Garage, Tacoma, WA
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MOTOR SPORTS

performance driving skills you will learn 
are directly applicable to driving on 
roads in the Puget Sound area. You will 
also get to (slowly) drive some laps on 
the race track during the lunch break. 
Go out for rides on the track with the 
instructors after class to see what it is 
like to go at track speed and how BMWs 
really respond to cornering, braking, and 
acceleration. 
 Those Club members taking any of 
our 2013 CCCs will get a one-time $25 
discount on the September 6 HPDS. 
This year our Club’s CCC has been very 
popular, therefore sign up early, we can 
only take 30 students. 

High Performance Driving School
The HPDS is a great way to hone your 
driving skills. Yes, you can go fast, but 
first you must be smooth. One of the 
main skills we teach at the race track is 
vision (looking up) and being smooth. 
Some of you may have a snarling V-8 
under the hood, which is great. However,  
what use is it if you cannot control the 
power? Being smooth on the race track 
will take some practice and seat time. 
But you will be amazed on the rate of  
which your driving skills improve once 

Hey Motorheads, there is another track 
day on September 6, 2013! Come out 
and play with us and hang out with other 
gearheads!

if you did not have a chance to  
attend the June 21 HPDE or CCC event 
at Pacific Raceways, we have the solution  
for you. Have you been aching to check 
out your car’s performance and still 
keep your driver’s license? Are you in 
need of your next “track fix?” Do you 
find yourself dreaming about taking that 
freeway on ramp with no other cars on 
the road except you? Do you dream of 
going to the track to drive but think you 
need “the right car” before you do? 
Then dream no more and come out to 
our High Performance Driving School 
event or take the Car Control Clinic on 
September 6, 2013. Enjoy using your car 
like it’s meant to be driven with some 
of the finest driving instructors in your 
right seat.
 For those of you who might worry 
about the weather for September 6, 
here is some historical data. From 1974 
to 2013, September 6 has only a nine 
percent chance of precipitation and an 
average of 0.042 inches of rain with an 
average temperature between 55 and 
70°F. What more can you ask?
 Find more information and register 
at bmwpugetsound.motorsportreg.com. 
General Club information can be found 
at www.bmwpugetsound.com.
 We offer two formats for your driving 
pleasure. Each has different requirements  
and with different goals. 

Car Control Clinic
Come experience the thrilling day at  
the track and practice the fundamentals 
of high performance driving. You will 
drive your car through the following 
drills: slalom course, emergency brak-
ing, collision avoidance, braking on a 
curve, skid pad, autocross and handling 
oval. All this in a safe environment at 
reasonable speeds with experienced 
instructors to guide the way. The high 

you become smooth. Our instructors are 
committed to teaching you these skills. 
So, come out and enjoy a day at the 
track with fellow track junkies. Utilize 
our talented pool of instructors/driving  
coaches and drive your car in a safe 
controlled environment. Take a day off 
work and live a little!
 The HPDE and CCC will take place 
on Friday, September 6, 2013 at Pacific 
Raceway in Kent and our last track 
event will be a Saturday, October 5 at 
The Ridge in Sheldon. Preregistration at 
www.bmwpugetsound.motorsportreg.com  
is a MUST and it is important that you 
keep your account up to date. The last 
day to register is September 3 for the 
September 6 event and October 2 for 
the October 5 event. Do not forget to 
bring a copy of your tech form for the 
HPDS.

 Come out and have fun at the race 
track!!

Rick Gulstrom
Track Event Coordinator

rick@gmsarch.com

Steve Libby, 
Vice President and Instructor

slibby57@gmail.com
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remember the days, not so long ago, 
when features like xenon headlights, 
airbags, and in-car information systems 
were unusual, innovative options in the 
automotive world? While today these 
items are available on even the most 
pedestrian automobiles, it wasn’t that 
long ago that these technology examples 
of automotive exotica only appeared on 
very high-end cars, targeted at luxury 
buyers. In the BMW world, all of these 
items first debuted in the 7 Series luxury 
sedan before trickling down to the  
rest of the models in BMW’s product 
lineup. The 7 Series has always been the 
platform where BMW showcases its new 
technology and many of the features 
and functions that we now consider 
mainstream across BMW’s product line 
first made their appearance between  
the bumpers of a 7 Series vehicle.
 Since 1977, the BMW 7 Series has 
been the flagship model in the BMW 
product line. Initially designed as a full-
size, rear-wheel-drive sedan, the Seven 
represented the best mix of luxury and 
performance Munich had to offer. It has 
been a solid choice among well-to-do 
buyers who want a large, luxurious car 
that still offers a significant level of  
performance and driver involvement. 
Regardless of the version and the power- 
train configuration, the 7 Series is the 
go-to choice of the luxury car buyer  
who truly likes to drive. 
 The first 7 series model debuted in 
1977. Known as the E23, it replaced 
the E3 sedan in BMW’s product lineup. 
The car was targeted at the executive 
sedan market and offered to US buyers 
in three versions: the 733i, 735i, and the 
luxury model L7 which featured more 
leather and higher-option content. The 
M30 six-cylinder powered most versions 
of the E23, but the 745i model featured 

History of the BMW 7 Series
a special high-performance version of 
the M30, with displacement bumped to 
3.2 liters. Performance was modest by 
today’s standards, but for the time, the 
big sedan was a capable, comfortable 
hauler that drove smaller than its 3400 
pound curb weight would suggest. As 
BMW’s flagship model at the time, the 
E23 featured a number of innovative 
features, including the first passenger 
air bag system in North America (on 
the L7), a service indicator system, and 
a cabin climate control system. E23 
production lasted ten years, with the last 
E23 rolling off the assembly line in the 
summer of 1986.
 The second-generation 7 Series was 
known internally as the E32 and went on  
sale in July of 1986. The initial engines 

cylinder cars. Later in the production  
run, BMW made mid-cycle updates to 
the car and offered new powertrain 
choices, including a new 3-liter inline six 
for the lesser models and a 4-liter V-8 
engine in the new 740i model, rout-
ing power through a new five-speed 
automatic gearbox. BMW thoroughly 
updated the car to be competitive with 
the latest version of the Mercedes S 
class, as well as the LS from Lexus, the 
then-new luxury upstart division of 
Toyota. Designers styled the E32 to 
be sleeker than its predecessor, while 
inside they continued the tradition of 
a functional, driver-focused cockpit. 
Luxury options abounded; buyers could 
select from features that included an 
integrated telephone and fax machine, 
traction control system, leather powered 
front seats and more. During this model 
run, BMW also introduced an extended-
wheelbase version of the E32 which  
provided extra legroom for customers  
who preferred to ride in the back. 
Beyond the obvious extra length, this 
version was identified by the letter L 
affixed to the model designation on the 
trunk. The E32 was also the first car sold 
in North America with xenon headlights, 
offered in 1991 on the 750i.
 In 1994, BMW again reworked its  
flagship sedan to offer a new version  
of the 7 Series; the quintessential E38. 
Considered by many to be the best  
example of the breed, and a fine example  

by Rick Selby

The original E23 7 Series debuted in 1977.

The second generation E32 7 Series was 
an evolution of the predecessor.

for this new model included a 3.5 liter 
six-cylinder in the 735i, but starting 
in 1988, buyers could choose the 750i 
which sported a V-12. A four-speed 
automatic transmission was standard 
with the V-12, but buyers could opt for a 
5-speed manual transmission in the six-
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of the clean, simple BMW design  
language of the time, the E38 was  
offered in both standard and long 
wheelbase versions. The 740i was  
powered by a 282 HP V-8 engine, while 
the higher-end 750i featured a 5.4L V-12 
engine that cranked out 326 HP and 
361 lb-ft of torque. As before, the cars 
offered a long list of luxury features 
including keyless entry, auto climate 
control, cruise control, a full range of 
power accessories, an in-dash navigation 
system, heated seats, and a high-end CD 
audio system. BMW also offered a num-
ber of new safety features in this model, 
including front and side airbags, anti-
lock brakes, a traction control system 
to keep the car composed when under 
the influence of a heavy right foot, and 
wonderfully bright xenon headlights 
with projector lenses.
 With the turn of the 21st century, 
competition in the automotive land-
scape was intensifying. Audi and  
Mercedes continued to bring new and 
better product to market, and Lexus  
and Infiniti both offered competing 
products vying for those same luxury  
car buyers. BMW styling was criticized 
by some as too bland and consistent 
across all the models in the product 
portfolio, the so-called “same sausage,  
different lengths” critique. Enter Chief 
Designer Chris Bangle, who, in an 
attempt to make the products more 
expressive, introduced his radical “flame 
surfacing” design language. Draped in 

flame-surfaced sheet metal, the E65/66  
7 Series debuted in 2002 to mixed  
reviews. Many critics in the automotive  
world felt the high roofline, large  
greenhouse, and unique, tiered rear  
styling was awkward and inelegant,  
and the fussy look took too much away 
from BMW’s focus on building the  
“ultimate driving machines.” Also  
unveiled to mixed reviews was the  
first iteration of iDrive, with its round 
controller on the center console
designed to replace the myriad of 
buttons on the typical automotive dash. 
Well-intentioned, the menu-based 
system proved cumbersome to use for 
drivers who were used to a simple press 
of a button to do things like change 
the radio station. No matter, BMW 
went on to sell large numbers of this 
generation 7-Series, more than any 
version. Part of this success was due 
to growth in new markets like China, 
and controversy aside, this version was 
a sales success. This generation of the 
7 included short-wheelbase (E65) and 
long-wheelbase (E66) variants. Power-
train options included both rear and 
all-wheel-drive, and engine options 
included a 4.8 liter V-8 producing 360 
horsepower in the 750i / 750Li, and 
a 6.0 liter V-12 producing 438 HP in 
the 760Li. Alpina also offered the B7 
in 2007, which featured a 4.4-liter V-8 
with 500 HP and a host of performance 
improvements and interior upgrades. 
Exterior updates at the life cycle refresh 
in 2005 helped smooth out and harmo-
nize the earlier car’s awkward styling 
cues as flame surfacing spread to other 
offerings in the product line.
 In 2009, BMW introduced the cur-
rent version of the 7-Series, known as 
the F01/02. Featuring revamped styl-
ing with more muted design cues that 
trended back towards more traditional 
BMW design elements, this new version 
returned some of the grace and elegance 
for which the earlier cars were known. 
This model also featured a completely 
revamped iDrive system that worked in 
a much more intuitive, integrated fash-
ion while leaving many of the common 
functions to a more traditional push of a 
button or twist of a knob. On the whole, 
the system was much more intelligently 
integrated into the vehicle and was 
significantly more intuitive to use, and 

consumer demand for in-car informa-
tion systems continued to spread across 
the product line. The first model year 
of the F01/02 offered V-8 engines with 
a six-speed automatic in the standard 
(F01) 750i and long-wheelbase (F02) 
750Li. For the 2010 model year, BMW 
added six- and twelve-cylinder (735 and 
760) versions to offer better economy 
and horsepower, respectively, as well as 
a hybrid version that featured electric 
assist powered by lithium-ion batteries. 
A fully armored version, known as the 
F03, is also available for those whose 
stature demand protection from small 
arms fire while out and about in the 
course of their daily lives. For those per-
formance-minded buyers, Alpina again 
offered their tuned and tweaked edition 
of the 7 while rumors of a possible M 
Performance version continue to surface 
from time to time. For 2012, the 7-Series 
was refreshed to include updated styl-
ing, new turbocharged 6-cylinder and 
V-8 engines, and xDrive all-wheel drive. 
 Speaking of rumors, word is that 
there is a new generation of the 7-Series 
sedan slated to appear sometime around 
the 2015-2016 model year. Given the 
newfound focus on efficiency and fuel 
economy, it is expected that BMW will 
make an effort to lower the car’s curb 
weight through the use of more exotic 
materials like carbon fiber and alumi-
num. And it’s safe to assume that the 
continued evolution of in-car electronic 
systems and advanced communications 
technologies will make an appearance 
too. So if you want to know what is like-
ly to be mainstream in the 2025 3 Series, 
pay close attention to those features 
that appear in this new iteration of the 
7 Series. For one thing is certain—the 7 
Series will continue to showcase BMW’s 
goals around luxury and performance 
and define the trends to come in the rest 
of the product line. 

The third generation E38 7 Series can 
be identified by the covered headlights, 
characteristic of 1990s BMWs.

BMW survived the Bangle Butt and 
iDrive in one package, the controversial 
E65/66.

The current F01/02 7 Series marks a 
return to more traditional styling while 
still being modern.
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PROs and JOEs 2013

every year PRO3 attracts drivers 
from all walks of motorsport. Whether  
it is other classes within Conference 
(ICSCC) or from other race organiza-
tions (such as NASA or SCCA), the 
draw of racing in the most competitive 
class in the Pacific Northwest is appeal-
ing to all.
 Since 2009, PRO3 has expanded its 
attraction to the professional driver 
leagues and with a growing crossover of 
PRO3 drivers entering into professional 
racing the opportunity to mix it up with 
a group of regular Joes has been appeal-
ing to many pro drivers for a number 
of years. The 2009 inaugural PROs and 
JOEs race (another brainchild of PRO3 
creators Wes and Ken Hill) at Portland 
included mostly (series sponsor) Bim-
merWorld drivers James Clay, David 
White, Lance Boicelli, and Jesse Clark.
 In 2012, the current concept of the 
PROs and JOEs race was created by 
PRO3 and professional driver (driving 
the Brakleen BMW 328i from Bimmer-
World) Dan Rogers. Using the one hour 
endurance format race so prevalent now 
in ICSCC club weekends, a professional 
driver is paired with a regular PRO3 
driver, and together they compete as a 

The PRO3 Line

DeBoer (Grand-Am), James Colborn 
(Grand-Am), Dan Rogers (Grand-Am), 
Adam Isman (Grand-Am, Canadian 
Touring Car) as well as PRO3 cham-
pion Ryan Hieronymus (honorary PRO 
driver due to his dominance of the 2012 
PRO3 season). 
 Each pairing got to practice with 
their partners and in most cases the 
pro drivers quickly adapted to the 
twisty challenging track that ORP is. 
Karl Thomson commented, “This is my 
second year running in the PROs and 
JOEs and each time I have an absolute 
blast. The cars are great, the competi-
tion is high and the added challenge of 
learning this track is both exciting and 
amazing fun.” 
 Qualifying for the race was set based 
upon the PRO3 drivers (the JOEs) 
actual qualifying time from the PRO3 
race run earlier in the day. Some driver 
pairings opted to start their PRO, others 
opted to start their JOE in a mixture of 
strategies that all vied to win the race. 
When the green flag fell the driving was 
some of the most exciting of the day. 
James Colborn, regular PRO3 driver 
and PRO driver with C360R comment-
ed, “That was some of the most intense 
PRO3 driving I’ve experienced to date. 

two man team. The PRO driver gets to 
drive a well-prepared PRO3 car, and 
the JOE gets to see just how fast their 
car can go as well as coaching and setup 
advice. 
 The 2013 race was held at Oregon 
Raceway Park (ORP) in Grass Valley 
Oregon and hosted by Team Continen-
tal. ORP was a logical choice as it’s a 
serious driver’s track and would quickly 
separate the contenders from the pre-
tenders. Professional drivers included 
(but weren’t limited to) Karl Thomson 
(principal of Compass360 Racing), Da-
vid Levine (Grand-Am, ARCA), Derek 

By Guest Columnist James Colborn

This is typical of the close racing throughout the PRO3 pack. 
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This is what the start of the PROs and JOEs looked like at Oregon Raceway Park. 
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This PRO3 driver definitely hits his braking marker.

The competition was so high and there 
was barely an inch between the top six 
for the best part of the first half; amaz-
ing stuff.” 
 By the time the pits were open it was 
Joe White (Grand-Am Daytona GT 
driver), James Colborn, Ryan Hierony-
mus and Bruce Humberstone competing 
for the lead. After the pit stop rotation, 
PRO driver Karl Thomson took over 
from Bruce Humberstone, John Scragg 
took over from Ryan Hieronymus, Bob 
Mearns took over from James Colborn 
and Cody Smith took over from Joe 
White. When the field normalized it was 
Cody in the lead, John in second, Bob 
in third and Karl in fourth. All drivers 
drove their last stints well with the only 
change in position being Karl Thomson 
passing Bob Mearns for the last spot on 
the podium. 
 The race was enjoyed by all and all 
partner teams, both PROs and JOEs 
alike came away smiling and reminisc-
ing over yet another fantastic PRO3 
race. Dan Rogers commented, “This 
was just another fantastic race. Our 
PROs always deliver and the JOEs 
experienced racing at a level usually 
out of reach for many. We look forward 
to continuing this tradition in 2014. I’d 
like to thank Team Continental, Oregon 
Raceway Park and all of our PROs and 
JOEs who took part in the event. I’d say 
this was a win for everyone.” 

Pro (and former Joe) Dan Rogers (left) 
driving with Joe James Crivellone. Dan 
drives the #82 Bimmerworld car in the 
Continental Tire Challenge Series. 
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On April 27, Jeff Butler hosted his annu-
al insurance seminar with Rich Milham, 
Attorney at Law. Jeff kindly opens his 
body shop to BMW CCA members who 
want to learn more about the intricacies 
of insurance and what to do when your 
car is damaged. Jeff is an advocate for 
those who need to deal with the com-
plex process of insurance claims. Read 
the article he wrote in the May-June 
2013 issue, “What You Need to Know.” 
Rich Milham was present to answer 
the more technical questions regarding 
legal issues of filing claims and what to 
look for when shopping for insurance. 
Rich reminded all in attendance to 
review their policies. Rich also reminded 
people that their current policy might 
not cover an accident occurring at the 
track. Please see Motorsportreg.com for 
information about obtaining day specific 
track insurance. 
 We marveled at the “instruments” 
used by the technicians to rebuild dam-
aged cars. The photograph here shows 

Insurance Seminar at Haury’s Lake City Collision

a car on such a machine to precisely 
align and bend the damaged frame back 
into position. Jeff pointed out where the 
original spot welds will be drilled out 
and the new body panels welded back 
into place. He finished with several short 
videos demonstrating the importance of 
having high quality OEM parts put back 

on the repaired car. Finally, the question 
and answer session with Rich Milham 
rounded out a very informative session. 
It was perhaps a wake-up call for all of 
us to review our insurance policies and 
make changes if necessary. 

Steve Libby
Vice President and Instructor
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Jeff Butler explains the complexity of modern BMW repair. 
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We held the annual Burgers and 
BMWs at the Triple XXX in Issaquah 
Sunday, June 2.To say that a few cars 
showed up to the event would be a 
great understatement! At one point, we 
counted 200 cars in the main parking lot, 
next to the XXX, lining the street, and 
in two parking lots across the street! The 
Board of Directors of the Puget Sound 
BMW CCA would like to thank all of 
you who came out, members and non-
members, to park your BMWs and show 
them off. Without your support for these 
events, they simply would not happen.
 Two of us stood out in the street 
and directed traffic to park cars in the 
lots. It was simply amazing to see the 
stream of BMWs coming down Gilman 
to the Triple XXX. Cars started com-
ing into the upper parking lot at 8:30 
a.m. and did not stop until almost noon. 
We thank all of you for being patient 
drivers while several of us figured out 
how to shoe-horn all of the cars in the 
lots. There were no incidents, just a lot 
of smiles, good weather, and a lot of car 
talk. Reluctantly, people left around 2:30 
p.m., although there were still a few die-
hards talking about cars! 

 The spectrum of BMWs represented 
was very impressive. From early 2800CS 
to the newest models were represented. 
About twenty E30s came back to remi-
nisce at the old site and date for the E30 
Picnic. However, though the E30 Picnic 
sees a lot of E30s and E30 M3s, it never 
had seen TWO E30 Tourings at one 
show. We were treated to two Tourings 
at Burgers and BMWs. 
 Byron Sanborn brought out his per-
fectly restored 2002 Turbo, one of 1,672 
made back in the day. Peter Gleeson 
brought his 3.3Li Dexter Brown Art 
Car. Most of us have never seen a 3.3Li 
(it’s a rare variant of the E3) and this 
one was painted by renowned automo-
tive artist Dexter Brown. Check him out 
on the web; he’s got quite an oeuvre. 
And just for good measure, Peter also 
brought out a 3.0CSL Alpina that’s 
almost like new. Wow, nice cars.
 The Z-cars made their presence 
known and a select few got there early 
enough for some primo upfront parking 
.It was nice to see the early, quirky Z3s 
and the sleek new Z4.There were some 
impressively modified cars also. The 

group of M3s with turbo and super-
charger modifications was impressive. 
And, who would not love to take an E30 
with S52 M3 power plant to the track! 
We appreciate all of you who brought 
out your cars. Finally, the flat-black 2002 
(I called Darth Vader) was one of my 
favorites! You young guys, keep these 
cars going!
 The membership booth was very 
busy, selling tee-shirts and handing 
out membership information. We had 
people asking about new events, mem-
ber benefits, and track events. Several 
of us were polling people on how they 
heard about the event. Most were noti-
fied via ATS (Around the Sound), the 
club website, and through Facebook. 
Clearly, our methods of email and social 
media notification of our membership is 
working well.
 Again, thank you all for coming out 
to the show. We plan on doing this every 
year and want to hit the 250 mark next 
year. We also wish to thank the staff at 
Triple XXX for hosting the show and 
truly appreciate the continued support 
of car shows in the area.

Steve Libby

Burgers and BMWs at the Triple XXX 

Peter Gleeson brought his Dexter Brown 3.3Li Art Car and 
his 3.0CSL Alpina. 

Lance Richert admires the in-progress E30 Pickup that BMW 
never built. 

BMWs of every type makes Burgers and BMWs a fun show.
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Two nice E9s coupes. The one is the foreground is painted 
Turkis, a factory color.
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On Saturday, April 6, approximately 50 Club members and 
their guests gathered at Griot’s Garage in Tacoma to gain 
valuable insight into how to restore and maintain the appear-
ance of their BMWs. The demonstration car was once again a 
black E36 coupe which gets parked outside year-round (and is 
owned by yours truly). Black cars are notoriously difficult to 
keep looking nice, so there could have been no better exam-
ple to demonstrate the wide range of products which Griot’s 
has in its catalog. Our knowledgeable guide, Sam, began the 
tech session by walking us through paint preparation while 
fielding questions from the crowd about random orbital pad 
selection, towel selection, polish & wax options, and more. 
Eventually, he revved up his random orbital and showed us 
just how safe and easy it is to remove surface imperfections 
from a car’s finish. Within moments, nearly all of the unsightly 
swirl marks and fine scratches had been removed from the 
section of the hood which Sam had taped off. I must admit, 
I did feel my heart sink a little bit when Sam put nearly his 
entire upper body weight down onto the running random or-
bital while holding it steady for an extended period of time. I 
needn’t have worried, as it was Sam’s intent to make us gasp a 
little while proving that it’s nearly impossible to cause damage 
with their random orbital, unlike the less sophisticated direct 
drive polishers on the market. 

Griot’s Recap
 After he finished with the random orbital demonstration, 
he moved into engine bay cleaning and detailing, glass polish-
ing and sealing, and then wrapped up the session with a quick 
explanation of the new Griot’s plastic headlight lens restora-
tion kit. Club members kept the questions coming, and Sam’s 
knowledge was unwavering. We finished up the day about an 
hour and a half beyond the designated time, and those who 
attended left with a wealth of information which will surely be 
put to good use as we prepare our BMWs for another beauti-
ful spring and summer in the Pacific Northwest. 

Karl Freese
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Occasionally members ask about the curious name of our 
chapter publication, Zündfolge. What’s a Zündfolge? Zünd-
folge is the German word for “firing order,” as in the firing 
sequence in an engine. With older BMWs, before the engines 
were all covered up by plastic covers, everyone knew what 
Zündfolge meant because it was there on the valve cover 
every time you opened the hood. And with older BMWs, we 
opened the hoods more often. 
 So how did Zündfolge become the name of our publica-
tion? In the early days of our chapter, in the early 1970s, the 
chapter held a naming contest. The winner was, of course, 
Zündfolge, which was suggested by Marilyn Patzer.
 Two other little things to note. First, Zündfolge is properly 
spelled with the umlaut over the ‘u.’ That’s the two little dots. 
We try to get that right but don’t always succeed. And second, 
have you ever noticed our page numbers have a ‘Z’ next to 
them for Zündfolge? Didn’t think so. But now you will.

David Lightfoot, Editor-in-Chief

What’s a Zündfolge?
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the bavarians and the italians 
have been at it again and as always, it 
is a good thing. Last year it was BMW 
and Zagato creating a couple of lovely 
Z4-based concepts. This year, BMW is 
collaborating with Pininfarina, Ferrari’s 
designer of choice.
 The result of the cross-cultural col-
laboration is the BMW Pininfarina 
Gran Lusso Coupe. The name is just 
sexy, as is the car. “The appeal of this 
collaboration with Pininfarina is that 
you get another, very different and 
special angle on facets like luxury and 
exclusivity,” says Karim Habib, Head of 
BMW Design. 
 This one-off made its world debut at 
the Concourso d’Eleganza Villa d’Este 
2013. This event on Lake Como is spon-
sored by BMW each year. 
 While the Pininfarina touch is 
apparent, the Gran Lusso Coupe is 
immediately recognizable as a BMW. 
The kidney grills are flanked by quad 
headlights. The Hofmeister kink is there 
in the C-pillar (with a nice V12 badge at 
the base of the pillar). The crease along 
the lower part of the doors is there, as in 
most of the current series. The shoulder 
line extends almost the entire length of 
the car, providing a strong horizontal  
element, as many pre-Bangle BMWs did.
 But the designers have also pushed 
the BMW big coupe into the future,  
creating a car that is very modern.  
Witness the very slim, L-shaped tail-
lights; modern technology transforms  
a traditional BMW feature. 

BMW Pininfarina Gran Lusso Coupe

 The interior gets special treatment. 
The leather is from Foglizzo and is 
Tobacco Brown with black. The wood 
is 48,000 year old kauri from New 
Zealand. These huge trees are the 
“redwood” of New Zealand; the Maori 
people name individual trees. Ancient 
Kauris fell into swamps and were per-
fectly preserved; they can be recovered 
and processed like fresh timber. 
 The BMW Pininfarina Gran Lusso 
Coupe is in the tradition of BMW’s big 
coupes, including the E9 2800CS/3.0CS, 
the various 6 Series and the 8 Series. In 
fact, rumor is that this concept car is to 
test the waters for a new 8 Series. 
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